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THE PRINCESS OF LAMBALLE^ 

BORK PRINCESS OF SAVOT-CARIONAN. 



O Mort ! O Pestin^e ! O Dieu de !a lumtere ! 
Createur incree de la nature entitre ! . . 

Eire immense et parfait, seal Etre de bont^. 
As tu fais les humaines pour la calamtt^ ? 
Quel pouvoir execrable infecta ton ouvrage ? 
La nature e$t v^JiUe et Vhorame est ton imagt, 

/^F the sovereign bouses that have fallen by 
the treachery and barbarity of revolutionary 
France, none excites greater interest than the 
house of Savoy, The honourable part which 
ibis secondary monafchy took in former wars, 
VOL. III. B th» 
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, the Importance of its position, the able employ* 
ment of its resources, and the character of most 
of its sovereigns and princes, had cast a lustre 
upon its politics and its\ arms. The considera- 
tion in which it stood was superior to its strength : ^ 
a certain proof of a respectable and firm govern* 
ment. ^ 

' Amorig the tnonarchs who have rendered the 
eighteenth century illustrious, none appears with 
a better title to esteem than Charles Emanuel^ 
the ^and -uncle of the unfortunate Princess of 
lAmb^Sie. He was an active warrior, replete 
with valour, emulation, and prudence ; a labo- 
rious,, well-informed, and circumspect ruler j a 
discreet and discerntng reformer} a popular and 
beneficent king : no one possessed in a higher 
degree the spirit of order, regularity, and justice. 
His court was regulated Hlce his states; his ap- 
plication extended to every thing; nt) disorder 
,was unknown to him; tber^ was no Uhforeseen 
perplexity which he did not remedy. He was 
axm but not despotic, and'never soffered tiitdself 
4o be moved by personal oonsideratibns.. His 
army, that bad seen btn figbtiftgat their hesiA 
with, uncommon inltrepidtty, parti^nhrly at the 
bloody battle of Nctfe Dcme de I^mine^ Mnong 
.4 ■ others, 
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oib^rg, lj>Yj34 him iifttbusiastfeiJJy. Norway he 
\e»^ 49%r U> ibe i^ec^h, whose intcu'ests and wanti 
dA»ly engngod bis aU«&tuxi. With no branch of 
govei^fli^nt was he ^na^uainted. After saving 
PiedinfiBt liy his courage in the war of ity^i, be 
negQ^i^U:^ glcM-ipusIy and successfully at the 
cppgre^s pf Aixriar Cbapelle : be aggrandifued hi« 
state^^ repaked bis fortresses, and increaaisd their 
number; and notwithstanding the burden left 
by the war, he rjcinstated bis finances in a &w 
years. All pay>nients were secure and punctual, 
and^the arrears of the pnUic debt disciharged 
with invadabie iiegulartty. H^s sul^ects were 
ijidebtpd to hipi for the excellent efieojs of regis* 
tering ^sl^s^itbe ^ai^9fi)ptioii f<pn)0iqrt^iai9in,;tbe 
establishment of 'bighw»»ys, anda yjti^t imi^b.er ^ 

usefu) 4i>§t>^ufiier|i0. 

Wbile fbe pQiJy Priji^eis of GiBrm^py ]iyere 
minifig thejLpsplv^ by pwip afid ^l^^jcMd 

amusi^mw** ui imif^li^ o(,}^m ^W* wd 
Louis 5{;.V. jQhajrl^iEHi#/jj!^^JiiQ|>side?!ed,hin?^^^ 
as the ste^'^ of his st,atfis. ^11 prpfMsion wa^ 
forbiddefi W^er thi^s festpr^itive reig?i. The. 
public eypen4ijture ney-cr exceeded ijie ^nn.ual 
Rcelpts,. If any unforeseen accident happened 
laujake a (jiifierciiVf^ :in i^he fixed balance, the 

u 2 ' deficit 
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deficit wa« .covered by retrenchments. Every 
year ilveT'King spent six weeks of the summer at 
his palace of La Venerie, near Turin, where the 
sum of a thousand livres (40/.) was settled for 
his daily expences. It once happened, that the 
day after the court arrived, there was a dreadfu! 
storm of hail, by which the country round about 
was laid waste. Charles Emanuel sent for the 
steward of his household, and ordered prepara- 
tions to te made for returning to his capital in^ 
twenty-four hours. " Yes," added he to the; 
astonished officer, *^ we must comfort these un- 
fortunate poor people who are ruined *by the 
hail. The forty thousand livres I should have 
spent here I give to thenii and let it be set down 
in the usual account of the year!** 

The methodical life of this Prince was a series 
of similar traits. He gave to his desires and 
political speculations, the \ moderation and re- 
gularity he had introduced into his finances. No 
project of an:\bition disturbed his plans of order, 
and the peace of his states. One day the Mar- 
quis de Fontane, who was his minister at Berlin, 
was relating to him, in the hearing of many per«. 
sons, that Frederic the Great, as he was looking 
over a map of Italy, assured him, that in the year 

1745 
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f 745 it wai in the King of Sardinia's power to 
have reduced the Pope to the itituatioti of hi* 
almoner, " Oh 1" replied the King, *' I do not 
doubt if he had been in my place but he would 
have done it/' 

Such were hit discernment and information^ 
that he never deceived himielf in the choice^ the 
qualifications! or the faults of his ministers, of 
whom he waj tlic coadjutor, the inspector, and . 
sometimes the friend* lie invariably protected 
the Marquis of Ormea against all the attacks of 
his numerous antagonists ; and he raised the cele* 
brated Count Uogin, who survived him. The 
office for foreign aflfairs was, under his reign, the 
best ordered, best served, and most exact in £u* 
rope. It should be remembered, that at the 
pacifica^on of 1762, the court of Turin had the 
honour of being the medium of the negotiations 
which reconciled the belligerent princes. 

Such is an imperfect sketch of the public life 
of a monarch, whose private history would be 
a monument and school for the art of reigning. 
To the moHt sincere piety, to the n)o»t honour- 
able and conHtaut integtity, Charles Em'anucl 
united the qualities of the bent of fathers, of the 

B 3 best 
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best of relatives^ of the best of citizens^ aud cf 
Ibt ino3t moral of j^rinces. 

At the court of such a Sovereign, uiider th^ 
^9 of such a relpition, Merie Theresa Louisa^ 
Princess of Savoy* Car ignan, passed her youth, 
and received. her education* Her accomplisl^- 
mentSi more than her beauty, induced the late 
VtrtudusDukc of Penthievre, aprinceof theblood 
in France, to defnahd her in marriage for his 
only son^ Louis Alexander Joseph Stainslaus de 
Bourbon Penthievre, Prince of Lamballe. At 
her arrival in France, Louis XV. reigned, but 
hismistresses governed in his name. In a country 
whfere vice holds the reins of the state, ana the 
sovereign himself sets an example of Wickedness, 
corruption must nece|Barily diAlise itself widely 
aiid shamefully. But notwithstanding her coft- 
sort had been carried along with the seducing 
current of profligacy, the conduct of the PritteesU 
of Lamballe was so exact, that it left h6 room 
for malignity to report, for envy to rumout, of 
for Rcandal to whidper. ^ . ^ 

The young Prince of Lamballe had the m'ifc* 
fortune to be on frieiully ai^d intimate tcrtV)^ with 
the late Duke of Orieartd) who pawed hU yonih 
in gross and open debauchery, which at once 

astonished 
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ajjtonish^4 ajid corrupted the city of Parisji never 
i^iiich famed fpr its rntOralUy^ His woalib afv 
forded ii^e#ps of unbounded g^rntific^tioo^ and bis 
birtb m^d^ bi^ exp^i^§ tU^ fashion^ tbe hffujtt(mf 
1^(1 gitve ^n ^ir of s^^p^rior (:onsleq^a^ce to tbpff 
libertiHe3 wbo froqu^nted hi» sooiety ; most of 
v/hom injured their fortunes and their hoalt^ 
i^Bd 3oipe even lo^ ih^r IivieS;|. by tbe perRipious 
influeiiqe pf bis example. In bis debauchery^ 
there was i^one of that courtly elegance wbiph^ 
ipa|iii)g tbe pursuit of pleasure tbe object of rer 
6a^ mindsi} produces^ with the evils attendant 
on liceutiouspe&Si those finished tnaohers whic^ 
improve the age, and those spirited ^isioni 
which delight posterity. He was of that coarse 
description whpse only aim was gratification: 
tbe established system of morals^ the reverp^ 
customs of decency, and the sprightly efforts of 
exuberant fancy, were eqga)ly disregarded. 

Among the most remark;able victims of tbf 
late Quke of Orleans' seduction and depravity 
w^ the Prince of LambaJlei wbo, before he ar- 
rived at the age of twenty, expired a victim to 
the excesses into which he had been led by his 
faithless, interested^ and abandoned friend i who, 

B4 by 
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"b^ his deatb^ opened a new view to his own ava* 
rice'and ambition, by forming a matrimonial al- 
lialnce ^ith the only surviving child of the Duke 
of Penthievre, inl hopes of securing to himself 
the family estate, as well as the office of Lord 
"Hi^b Admiral of France, held by his father-in- 
few*'. 

' "Thus, ere she had seen a fourth lustrum, the 
Princess of Lamballe became a widow in a foreign 
country, and obtained her first lessons in the 
school of misery. Submissive to the will of 
'Providence, instead of murmuring, she resigned 
"bferself tb her fate, and sought in religion and in 
retiretneht, that consolation which is never to be 
found by the truly afflicted in the selfish and 
tmfccHng society of the world. She passed nearly 
"her whole lime in a convent, until the arrival of 
the late unfortunate Marie Antoinette in France, 
who selected her for ^a friend, a confidante, 
'and cbnipanion. When, in May 1774, upon 
the accession of Louis XVL to the throne of 
i'rance, the Queen was establishing her new 
household, she appointed the Princess as her 

I • * 8ee Piayfdir's History of Jacobiaism, p. 8x, note. 

superin- 
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superintendant^ or to the £rst place of the first 
lady near her person. 

This friendship^ this confidence, begun and 
formed at such an early period of life^ between 
these two illustrious Princesses, continued un- 
clouded and uninterrupted in prosperity as well 
as in adversity, in exile, in distress, and in capti- 
vity. But what had and would, among' all other 
civilized people, have excited admiration and 
commanded respect, in revolutionary France, 
where all noble^ generous, and even humane 
feelings were banished, invited hatred to calum- 
niate, calumny to proscribe, and guilt to murder. 

Although from the beginning of the French 
rebellion, the favourites of the Queen were among 
those marked out as the first sacrifices to the 
furv- of the sovereign people, and in consequence, 
the Duchess of Polignac, and most other ladies 
of the Queen^s court, more terrified by the atro- 
cities they witnessed than by the threats they 
beard, had by flight and emigration saved them- 
selves from the daggers and lamp-posts oi rege^ 
nerrjied Frenchmen, the Princess of Lamballe 
eoniMiued firm and undaunted amidst the storm. 
Neither the bleeding heads of the King's garde 
du corps, nor the menacing language and the 

B 5 cannibal 
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• 

bsnnibftl procession of their murderers, intimi- 
dated her courage J relaxed her seal, shook het 
fidelity; or abated her affection. She remained in- 
treparable from her sovereign, consoling her in tht 
inidst of her afflictions, and alleviating her suffer- 
ings by sharing them. It was not until June 1791^ 
^hen the unfortunate journey to Varennes had 
been resolved on, that she, by the desire of the 
Queen, went over to England, with the intention 
nf joining the Royal Family again at Montmcdy^ 
whenever Louis XVI. had, according to his plan^ 
Erected there the standard of royalty. 

As soon as the Princess of Lamballe heard of 
' the arrest of the Royal Family at Varennes, and 
their subsequent imprisonment in the ThuilltrFeS 
by La Fayette, she sent by a trusty messenger, 
who had the good luck to escape the vigilance 
of this general's spies, the following note to th% 
Queen : 

*' Brighton^ June 27M, 1791. \ 

*' MADAM, 

** Though quiet here under the protection of 
a most hospitable and generous Prince, and re- 
spected by a loyal public, who endeavour to di«. 
▼crt my melancholy and calm my apprehension!^. 
I am more agitated^ and more desolate, tbail^* 

when 
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< 

wbtn by your Majesty's ^^^, $urraun(Jed bjr 
traitors, conspirators, and assassins. I therftfor,^ 
ouly wait your Majesty's command, find I v^iM 
hasten back to Paris ^to participate in your M?i- 
jesty's captivity. When your Majesty wears fclr 
ters, can liberty be of any value to xne ? W.b«i> 
your Majesty is bathed in t^af s, caft jmy tr^^^^uiU 
lity enter into the bosom of, 
^^Madam^ 

^' Your Majesty's, ^o. Sec. i&c. 
*'M.T. L.D«LAMyALjuj^" 
On the 8th of the following month the m.e8- 
aenger retum9d> and as Ia Fayetite bad deprivp^ 
the <!loeqp qf pen, ink, a^d paper, her Majesty 
b^d ^written on the back of the Jtxo^only the^e 
wor4 s with a pencil : ^^ li,emain, my friend, wh/erf 
yow are* 1 '* 

. Several nf^re m/^ssf^pgers carried otb^r notes 
fronl the PiriDpess to the .Q^^n, ^1 c^ontainin^ 
the same demaiMfe^ and answered in ueady thf 
same terms, the iQueon being dc^rimip^d .^qt ,tp/ . 
be sucpaas^ by her fciejci.d in g^n^JtqBity.^ Th^ 
ttiagiiaiiimous Sovereign, thoHgh well Mowi^ 
her own perilous situation, tried in mp^ of h<^ 
letters 'to persuade the Priace^s of Lambal^ tl^ 

* Sec I^Corr€$pontkncc;deii F^mx&ci M(ur<{Utu[ittt».icc. p. f^Ok 

B 6 , * very 
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Very reverse^ and that the accounts published in 
journals^ or disseminated by emigrants concerning 
France and the Royal Family, were false and ex« 
aggerated. She even hinted, that the less the 
patriots saw her attended by her former friends, 
ivbose absence they were well aware that she felt 
severely, the more she hoped they would be con- 
vinced of her sincere wishes of avoiding to give 
them any cause of complaint or even of umbrage. 
<* Continue," wrote the Queen, *' my friend, to 
enjoy^ among the hospitable islanders, the plea- 
sures offered you, I ask you this as a friend, or 
if you will not listen to me in that character^ I 
command you as a sovereign. You are ^either 
a wife nor a mother, and you have not the mis- 
fortune of being a sovereign, and therefore have 
not to fulfil the duties which all those titles im- 
(>08e« As to yout attachment and friendship to 
xne, my husband, and children, of them you have 
during so many years^ given me so many and 
8ucb repeated proofs^ that you cannot inspire 
zne with a higher opinion of your own worthy 
nor increase my grateful and sincere affection for 
you. I conjure you, lay aside your gloomy ideas; 
try to instil into my mind a hope of better days^ 
rather than to depress my spirits with apprehen- 
sions 
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sions of future and greater wretchedness. I am 
certain, my friend, it would grieve you exccc.l-^ 

ingly, were you to see the effect which your letters^. 
however ui^intentionally on your part, frequently 
produce. Your ** I tremblel" or what is worse^ 
YOUR TSABS on your paper, speak so strongly 
and so evidently what you internally feel, that 
they always provoke my own, which, God knows^ 
do not want fiction or imaginary evils to cause 
their flowing in abundance. Change therefore 
the subjects of your correspondence; write of 
England, should you even think of nothing but 
France; relate to me your amusements, what 
company you see, what theatres you visit, and 
what societies you frequent. Inform me of the 
differences you observe between the etiquette^ 
customs, and manners of those with whom you 
live, and those whom -you have left. Your ge- 
nius, your kni>wledge of the world, present a 
thousand objects worthy your attention, and 
for narration to a friend, who, in reading them^ 
might steal some moments from her great 
troubles. How kind, how charitable such an act 
would be*!'* 

* See La Correspondance des Femmes Marquantes, &c. p. 6x 
and 63. 

In 
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In another letter the wretched 0»een ^yss 
^ I flatter myself no longer ; I am and ever ^iU 
remain an object of pity! I do not open a letter 
(and I receive none but from' those who are tiear 
to me) that does not aggravate my calamities^ 
abd show me the whole horror of my terrible 
situation. Their aflectionately tender expres* 
mons, their kindly cruel compassion, are arrows 
incessantly piercing my wretched heart. Crud 
friends ! I stand in need of palliatives; I ask for 
relief, and you send me poison ! Did I not pos«> 
sess religion, had I not connubial and maternal 
ties that bind me to a world, in which I am be- 
come the most wretched of all miserable creatures,. 
Heaven alone knows to what despair might not 
reduce me ! I do not, my friend, mean this as^ 
a reproach to you— no 1 I thank you kindly for 
your last amiable letter* I found it so entertain- 
ing, that I read it aloud to my husband, sister,, 
and children, and, they all unite with me in 
thanking you ; but — ^but they did not like to 
observe the tear on the cover *•" 

In the latter part of March 1792, Jhe Queea 
wrote thus i " You have no doubt heard, my 
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* See \a Correspondaace des Femmes Marquantcs, &c. p.66. 
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deir friend, of the t)ew loss I ha^e to dftplow in 
the death bf wiy bmther Leopold. It seems' nn 
if Providence, in iis wrath, wouU fill to the brim 
the measure of my suKTerings. By unusual mis- 
FortunbS deprived nf every meam of conveying 
support as formerly to tbe persons dear to me, 
lill those who interest themselves in my welfare, 
to whom I am dear or related, and whose power 
ot in^uence might ameliorate the cruel position 
bf my family and myself, are carried off by pre- 
mature death, in the prime of their lives ! 

** This last stroke of the Almighty has very 
much afflicted my good and poor husband, par- 
ticularly as it happened at "this^ critical period, 
when a waV between France and Austria is the 
2irdent wish of all parties 'here. The esteem of 
the late Emperor for the King might have aHevi-^ 
sited ahe usual horrors of war, and shortened tht 
tnmiiy of the two nations j but although my 
nephew, the jpresent Emperor, has inherited th# 
liberal and philanthropical sentiments of his fa- 
ther, young as he is, he must confide in some 
counsellors or ministers, perhaps not so well in- 
tentioned and just as himself, and that is what 
grieves my husband. 

^* tJnwiirmg and impossible as It is any longer 

to 
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to conceal any thing from my fritnd, I wHl avow 
to you frankly^ that our situation is truly lament- 
able, and daily, nay almost hourly, grows worse. 
My husband is attacked directly and indirectly by 
the factious and seditious in a most wicked, scan- 
dalous, and atrocious manner : for my part, I 
dare not stir out of the palace, or show myself 
any where, nor even breathe fresh air for an in* 
stant in the windows of my apartment, without 
exposing myself to the most illiberal abuse; nay, 
I dare not even open my windows over the gar- 
den, for fear of hearing bawlers purposely placed 
there, utter against me such diabolical libels, that 
I must, against my will, pity the authors of them, 
notwithstanding the injury they do me; because, 
to judge from their productions, they must be 
piore miserable than myself. All these absurd 
caliminles make, however, a great impression ou 
the minds of the people; who, I am informed fioni 
good authority, never mention my name but 
witl\:. curses and imprecations, or threats of the 
most dreadful vengeance for unknown or in- 
Tented wrongs. Oh ! if they would but spare 
tlie King and our children, and restore them 9 
happiness of which they are so deserving, if it 
would gratify their -thirst for blood, I vvould thfs 

instant 
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instant deliver myself over to their r^^e^ and tell 
them — 111 ireat me^ stab ine^ kill me^ tear me to 
pieces^ roast me, devour me^ carry my head upon 
a pike^ or drag my corpse^ my remains, in the 
Street or in the kennel ; I will submit to all these 
barbarities : I will do more, I forgive them, and 
I pray to God to forgive them also ! but respect 
your virtuous King, and have compassion on hil 
innocent offspring ! 

*^ But pardon me, my friend, these melancholy 
reflections : situated as I am, they are nattirali 
Congratulate yourself on your absence^ and on 
not beuig exposed to wittiess the shocking occur^ 
rences passing under my eyes, and tormenting 
my soul. Be happy, you. deserve and shall be 
•oV • 

To this letter the . Princess of Lamballe an- 
swered by the return of the courier : ** Madame; 
I have too long obeyed the commands of your 
Majesty as my sovereign 5 I therefore apply (o 
your Majesty's feelings, as honoured with your 
friendship. Is England the po^c of honour for 
me, while in France libellers distil their poison^ 
ind the assassins sharpen their daggers against 

* See La CbrrespondaAce ^es Femmes Marquantes, &c. p. 75. 

your 
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your Majesty, against my friend and bettefeotrtss} 
No; pardon my perhaps ipisguidod zeal> but 
having so bountifully shared your Majesty's fa* 
vours when all-^werful> should I n^ be the 
■1061 oontcmptible wretch in the creation^ wfirt 
I to desert your Majesty's sacred person^ wben 
unjustly oppressed, or sinking under uadeser«e4 
€&]an)ity ? I am therefore preparing myself to 
set out for Paris, expecting only a line of consent 
to throw myself at the feet of the best of sove* 
reigns and most magnanimous of friends, 

^'By your Majesty's side I fear no danger; an4 ' 
to expire in placing myself between you m^ 
your murderers, would be to me such an enviably , 
and glorious death, that the religious would sooq 
worship me among saints, and the valiant revere 
me among heroines. Pray, Madame, do not 
deprive me of the sole happiness to which I as-; * 
pire i the sole reserved for me this side of th^. 
grave. Permit me once more to salute- my sovc#' . 
reign and embrace my friend, were it even at tb^ '. 
foot of the scaffold*!" . ^ 

In three weeks afterwards, the Writer of tbiif ^ 
sketch was honoured by the unforlunate Quee^-^ 

<^ See La Ck>rrespon(iaace des Femmes Marquantes, &c. p. 77 |j| 
sad 78. L 

of 
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#f Fnuute with the commiMion of carrying A 
ktter of necall to the amiable Prinoess of Lam* 
balle^ whom he found at Brigbthelmsttee. Shs 
wad ii with an expression of joy beaniing on her 
beautiful countenance. *^ God be praiaed V eii^ 
elaiined ahe^ ^^ I am at last per milted to return* 
The Queen says^ that every sttp I take towards 
Fnooe is towards my place of deitructiony and 
that I mnst make up my mind to die. I am 
eobvinoed of the truth of this prognostic 3 but for 
Ac aake of my distressed friend I fly to martyr-i 
dam with gireater satisfaction than I attended ber 
aft ber ooroliation^ watted on her in her drawing* 
asoBi^ enjoyed her banquets^ or delighted in baf 
iMivab/' 

Od the next day the Princess was in her car*! 
Mgt on her way to France i and during that 
part of the journey I bad the honour to accom* 
fa^ber^ she betrayed no symptoms of weakness^ 
bn apoke with rapture of deaths as a subject 
ihtady familiar with her mind. She repeatedly 
SHd, that she had a strong presentiment of 
MMi failing a victim to popular prejudice, injus- 
Met, and tiolence, but that she was totally pre- 
wired and rebigned« She observed^ that^ accord « 

iig to ihe usual length of human existence^ she 

had 
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bad already passed two thirds, and tbe most 
pleasing parts of life; that she always dreaded 
decrephude^'old age^ and surviving her strength, 
health, and those persons whom she loved more 
than herself. "O my God !** repeated she often, 
^* how m^ny millions of beings have not numbered 
so many days as I already do ;.^ and how few, if 
any, have possessed my happiness of having such 
valuable friends, and the heavenly consolatioil • 
of expiring for them, for those so deservedly 
dear!^' These and similar sentiments, seemed 
exclusively to engross her thoughts, although her 
cheerfulness was always the same, and never for- 
'sook her. In rendering an account to the Queetl 
of my mission, her Majesty said, shuddering, her 
eyes full of tears ! " Poor friend ! she too, then, 
is to be one of the sacrifices to that fatality which > 
so unrelentingly pursues me.** 

Two days after the dreadful loth of Augast 
1792, when the Princess of Lamballe heard that 
the Royal Family were to be transferred to the 
Temple, she wrote to the infamous Petion, f^O^ 
questing as a favour to be shut up with the 
royal captives in the same prison c He' sent her 
note to the Commune, and a mandate of arrest 
was immediately issued against her. Being coiv- 

vcyed 
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veyed to the town-hall, ibe wai asked concerning 

the motives Which induced her to desire im* 

prisonment with the Royal Family ? <^ Honour^ 

duty, attachment, friendship, and gratitude,'' 

was her answer.. She was informed, that the 

same policy which prevented a compliance with 

ber demand with regard to the Temple, also re* 

quired her detention in another prison, until it 

could be discovered, whether she was guilty, or 

involved in the conspiracy of the Court against 

the Nation* 

^^ Even those traitors,'' said she, ^^ who thest 

four years past have made a practice of spitting 

out their venom upon the most spotless charac-* 

tcrs, never levelled a single taunt at my reputa^ 

tioD ; it is pure and irreproachable ; and I insistjp 

therefore, either upon the recovery of my liberty,' 

or an imprisonment with the Royal Family in the 

Temple." Without any further ceremony she 

was delivered over to the Commissary Jcannot, 

who wasorderfid to see her safe in the prison 

La Force. The hackney-coach in which she wag 

conveyed, accompanied by the Commissary and 

four gens d^armes, having stopped cither de* 

ligncdly or by chance under the arch of St. John^i 

opposite to one of the doors of the Maison Com^ 

mu?ie, 
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mu$ie, or towiifliail, thep<fUioiic faMIe gatlmtd 
about, and she was Inaolted with the meat abu^ 
sive and threatening language : one df the Wur 
ditd av«n proposed to dervuUhr, or, what is Iht 
same, to take the fiist off the fetal lantem- 
poat of 1789, nearly opposite the 4own>«han, hy 
drawing the unfortunate Princess up to be banged 
upon it. The Ccinmissary, showing them bia 
loarf, ordered the law to be respected, ^bioh 
sent her toprisc^i, and protected her as «<prisoner ; 
and he called to some armed federates to assist 
fci dispersing the crowd, which ihey did. During 
file whole time the Princess was ealm ; and at 
* One moment, when the banditti were very clamor* 
ous, and tried to seize her, she said to the Com- 
missary, ^* Do not expose yourself for my sake ; 
I am ready artd resigned j ask them onJy not tei 
make my agony too kmg, and not to outrage my 
person before I am a corpse !*' Arrived at Lk ^ 
Force, she was shut up in one of the darkest 
dungeons, where bread and water was her only 
food, and some straw spread on a filthy stone 
floor, her bed. Having in her podcet iwenty- 
five Louis, and on her finger a ring worth ten 
times that sum, left her by the Commissary, 
3he asked for the gaoler, and gave both the 

money 
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mmty mi th^ ring to 1^^ styingi ^ Though 
I JRI to be dlti^i^ed cf «ll «onifortB| hnre are 
ppobftbly noma otlnsv pTfon^effs less tinfbitunate, 
bm who h«te no tnwiTi of supplying thtmsdvti 
Willi their winU) dliiUHbote among ^ttem Iho 
aioiiey, atnl Mint yo<i obtafb for fhe ring. 1 
trust to your humanity for executing faithfitlly 
what I dmro.'^ This act of bcNCffolcncc oven 
touchsd the gftolefi who, though at grant risk 
to himaolfi placed a aniaU bod in her duageon^ 
lighted a latnp) ami 'brought her fr^m her apnrt* 
roent iii tlie Favilion of Ploray in tihe palace of 
tba ThiuUevitfi, Yotmg'a Night Thoughts, iind 
Harvey'i Meditationaj two boolca iho had aakod 

Tba judge of tba meek tribunal at the prison 
La Pareti dnriag tha ^anataaarea of the pitionera 
iafiaptaraber i^^ai vom tha so cruelly notorious 
Hcbert. The barber of a amall viUagOi he eania 
to l^arU m qaatUy'of eandk^'aauflbr to a tbctitr^^ 
and W9i% arft<?rwiinia pramotad to the reoeipt of 
•Qtranoe«*iiiolifoy'at one of the doora $ but being 
diaebaiffcd for diaboncatyi he had rocouric to 
t less unprincipled mode of robbery, that of 

* Sec I.ci AfinulM du TerratisMCf p. lOj and 104. 

picking 
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picking pockets. The Revolution faised him 
from obscurity and indigence^ to a celebrity and 
fortune to which neither virtue nor talents en-* 
ablediiim to aspire*. Such was the low and 
unprincipled man, before whom the most vir^ 
tuQus and amiable of her sex was to appear as a 
criminal. 

Of the cruel catastrophe, which ended a life 
devoted to honour and friendship, several nix^ 
ratives have been written by French republicans, 
and published in France, alt agreeing in the in- 
nocence and purity of the Princess of Lamballe; 
all admiring her magnanimity, and deploring her 
shocking destiny. 

" On the 3d of September 17921 in the 
morning,*' says one of them t> " the Princess of 
Lamballe was informed that she was to be trans* 
ferred to the prison of the Abboy, and that -she 
must immediately come down to the gate. She 
was still in bed, and answered, that she liked the 
prison she was in as well as any other. A man 
in the uniform of a national guard approached 
the bed, rudely telling her that she must obey^ 

•* Sec the Conspiracy of Robespierre, p. 1 24 ; Miss Williams's 
Letters, in 1794, vol. iii. p. 68, note j and Tableau dcs Prisons* 
f Anecdotes of Women^ p. 161, 3cc. 

or 
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or her life was iii danger* SJI^e rcpUedj that ahe 
would do what th.ey r<e()\iQ9it(;^ ^ and lic^^ecbin^ 
thoae^ that were in her dqngeoo^ to \yith()raw for 
a moment^ ahe (^asjfcily threyr on a gowq^ an^ 
then called the n^itional guard^ ythq g^vp her bi^ 
arm^ an^ conducted her to the gat^. She wafi 
instantly in the midst of the sancuip^ry tjrJi^uQal* . 
The sight of arms^ and of assassin? whose h^ds^ 
Cftcesj and clothe^ were covered with bloody witk 
the cries of the unhappy per&ons, whom they were 
murdering in the streets^ made her tremble with 
horror. Hebert affected tp begin an e;cam,U)A« 
tion of the Princess. ^ I have nothing to aA- 
' swer/ said the Princess; ^ to die a little sooner 
' or a. little l^terj ia perfectly indifferent to me j I 

* have been long prepared for death.' — ^ Oh ! she 

* refuses tp ftnswer/ faid the monster who pre- 
sided over this horde of i^urcjlerersj ^ ta)ce her 
' away to the Abbey.* This word wjis the signal 
of de^th at the prison of La Force. The assassin^ 
seised on their victim^ and dragged her put. She 
had scarcely ppssed the threshold of the door^ 
when she received a blow with a sabre on tl^^ 
back of her hcad^ which made the blood flow : 
a plaintive cry was the only expression of this 
unfortunate lady ! Being dragged into the 

VOL. iiu c strcetj 
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street, two men, who each held an arm, com- 
pelled her to walk over the carcasses of the dead ! 
she fainted at almost every step. When at 
length she was so enfeebled, that it was impos- 
sible any more to raise her up, the assassins pro- 
£uied her person with barbarous and wantoa 
excesses. It is impossible to relate all the atro* 
cities committed against this virtuous Princess. 
It seemed as if bell, and all the furies of hell^ 
were coatemding for portions of her body, which 
they dragged through the kennel> having first 
torn out her bowels ! Adding derision to fero- 
city, the tiger-monkies compelled a hair*dresser 
to dress her head, which they carried in triumph, 
and by its side her heart, still bleeding, with 
other fragments of her body !'* 

Mercier, in his New Picture of Paris •, an 
author and a fanatical republican, whose asser- 
tions cannot be doubted when he speaks well of 
royalists, writes thus : '^ The sincere attachment 
of the Princess of Lamballe to the Queen, was 
her sole crime. In the midst of our agitations 
she ' remained quiet, meddling with nothing* 
Nothing could make her suspected by a people 

• Besides Mcrcier's Picture, see Lc Dictionnaire Bipsraphique^ 
vol. ii. p. 306 and 3P7. 

to 
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to whom she was only known by her ntmerous 
charitable acts of beneficence and munificence. 
Even in the prison of La Force, her sole occu* 
patjon was to succour the wretches daily im- 
prisoned there. The most ferocious writers^ the 
most violent declaimers, had never accused, or' 
signalized her in their journals or publications. 
On the 3d of September 1792^ she was draped 
from the dungeon where she was confined, to 
appear before the sanguinary tribunal. At the 
sight of so many executioners covered with blood, 
it required a supernatural tourage, not to sink 
under the load of misery. Some voices in the 
crowd demanded and called out pardon and pity: 
undecided, the assassins stopped for a moment, 
but soon after, wounded by several blows, she 
feU, and expired bathed in her blood ! Imme* 
diately ber head and her breasts \vere cut off, and 
her body was cut open. Her heart was torn outji 
and, with her head, carried upon pikes found the 
capital, followed at some distance by her corpse. 
The timers who had torn her to pieces, gave them- 
selves the barbarous pleasure of exhibiting her . 
head and her heart to the King, Queen, and 
Hoyal Family. Shall I tell the whole truth ?— 
When the Princess of Lamballe was mutilated in 

c 2 a hundred 
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a hundred ffiTecent ways, aad ibe assassins had 
partaken t)f the bleedifig morsels of her corpse^ 
dne of the monsters — * but no, t will not record 
the horrible enormity, too horrible to have been 
coneeived by any but a daemon, too horrible to 
be believed scarcely by any, but those whose 
hearts are equally dsemoniac ! 

^ At the gates of the prison of La Force," 
says a third writer t, *^ the assassins were placed 
in two rowsr; the two ruffians called judges, who 
gave the signal of death, were placed at the gate ; 
and, as soon as ihe prisoners passed them, the 
assassins dispatched tl>em with their knives or 
sabres, throwing their bodies in a heap at the 
"end of the line. At the foot of this trophy of 
dead hodies,'' says the historiap, <' we must 
now exhibit a scene of a different kind, in the 
murder of the Princess of Lambatle. She had 
retired in safety to London, but her attachment 
to the Royal Family wt>uld not suffer her to re- 
main in her asylum while they were exposed. 

* This monster was his Stnni Highness Mufac^ Boonapartc's 
worthy brother*in-law, who had also a wig made of the hair 
of the Princess of Lamballe. See Lea Aimales du Tenorisme,^ 

p. 2J, 

i fiee I'Biitoiit du Cieigi Fiaafois, hy AbU Banuel, 
p. 318. 

Her 
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Her fidelity was a crime that the in(kl«lity of her 
faemies could never forgive; 

** When this illustrioiM viGtin> was brought 
fbrthi she was asked to swear eternal hatred 
to ibe King, to the Quteni and to Royalty. 

* The oath J ' said sbe^ * is foreign to the senti* 

* ments of my hearty and I will never take itr* 
5be was instantly delivered over to the n»ini8ter$ 
of death* These ruffians preiofided to caress 
bcr,. patted her cheeks with their hands, yet 
reeking with human Uood, and thus conducted 
her along the line* Amidst all theses insults her 
courage never deserted her. When arrived at 
the heap of dead bodies» she was ordered to kneel 
sod ask pardon of the nation^ ' I have never 
' injured the nation/ sbe'repliedi ^nor will I ask 
^ iu pardon.'—* Down/ said tbeyi * and ask 

* pardon, if you wish to live/-—* No/ said she ) 
' I scorn to ask pardon from assassins that call 

* themselves the nation. I will never bend my 

* kneci or accept of a favour at such bands/ 

•* Her soul was superior to fear. * Kneel and 

* ask pardon/ was heard from a thousand voices, 
but in vain^ Two of the assassins now seized her 
arms, and pulling her from side to side, nearly 
dislocated her shoulders. * Proceed, scoundrels/ 

c 3 said 
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said the heroic Princess ; ' I will ask no pardon i^ 
Enraged at seeing their cruelly surpassed by th6 
constancy of a woman, they dashed her down» 
and rushed in upon her with their knives and 
poniards. Her bead soon appeared^ hoisted, 
upon Q, liberty prke, and her heart, after being 
litten by one of the ruffians, was put into a bason; 
both were carried in triumph through the street 
of Paris. At last, after having feasted tlietsyes 
of the multitude, the bearers took their bkxxly 
trophies to the Temple, no^ become a pfiiftm^ 
when one of the two Commissaries that guarded 
the King^ called hini, to the window, that he 
might 8^ it ; but his companion, a little' mtore 
humane, prevented the unfortunate Monarch 
from approaching. A fainting-fit, on hearing 
of the event, fortunately saved the Queen from 
the heart-rending sight. The body stripped 
>naked, and the bowels hanging out, were ex- 
posed to view on the top of the murdered vic*^ 
tims, where they remained until the massacre 



was over/* 



Though these several narratives differ in some 
particulars, as to the barbarities that accompa^^ 
nied the murder of the Princess of Lamballey 
they all agree that her firmness and resiglMkliotv 

did 
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did equal boncnir to her death, as her eminent 
virtues and inviolable loyalty had done to hei' 
life« She died at she bad lived, worthy her 
rank, and the attachment of that royal friend 
for whom she sacrificed herself; a worthy de- 
scendant of kings, and a faithful friend of a 
f ueen ; a glory to the royal house of Savoy, as 
well as to that of Bourbon. 

** Wc will,'* says a publication *, ^' here pre- 
serf « tbe memory of a courageous act of Madame 
de Lowendal^ one of tbe friends of this nnfor« 
loiiat< Princess* Hearing of the danger she was 
in at La Force, this lady hastily assembled some 
fricadsy dressed them in the livery of tbe assassins 

• 

^ See Aaeodotti of Women, |» 164 tnd 1^5. 

The WriiCr of diif wtt at PirU during the terrible catastrophe 
•f the nmHaofe of prisonerfy and he narrowly escaped himttlf 
beooming s Tictim of French republican barbarities. He saw 
the bead of the Princess of Lamballe on a pike in the Rue de 
Richelieu, on Monday, September 3d, about ten o'clock in the 
forenoon, and heard, with all Paris, the atrocities related that 
acoompaaied her moider, as well as her constancy and gran* 
deur of soul. He can, therefore, affirm, that, incredible as they 
appear, they are not exaggerated, much \c%% fabricated. The 
iole error he has discovered, is the day of tlie Princess's impri- 
sonment in La Force, where she wan not carried before the 19th 
of August, after having passed a wee]( with the Royal Family in 
the Temple. 

C4 cf 



J2 THE FEMALE PLUTARCH. 

of the prisoners^ furiiishibg tbtm with sabres and 
pikes^ covering their faces with blood and dust ; 
and, thns disguised, put herself at their head^ and 
inarched to the prison of La Force, with the de- 
sign of entering it, and rescuing the Princess 
.from impending danger, Sh6 arrived too late ; 
the genius of friendship was less aictive thaYi the 
daemon of Orleans, This Prince hated the Prin- 
^ss of Laniballe, and had long voWed her de- 
^rnctioh ; and hik desife of revenge was height- 
ened by his rapacity^ as ht gained a hundred 
thousand crowns annually, a dowry Which fMl 
assigned to the Princess oti the fbrtuti6 6f th<{ 
Duchess of Orleans^ her sistfef-Iti-laiv. It bfeliig 
betrayed to him^ that a sum of fifty thousand 
crowns had been offered to Manuel for the K- 
deration of the Princess^ the Duke dispatched » 
band of assassins^ paid by bimseff^ to tHe prisoii: 
of La Force. An Italian, of the hame of R6* 
iondo, and who for two years before bad lived on 
terms of the closest intimacy with thfe Prince, 
J)laced himself at their head;, and,- unfortuhatelyi 
those murderers arrived at La Force before the 
&ithful troop of Madame Lowendal, who had 
the affliction to see the remains of her friend dis- 
puted by the ferocious horde ! 

No 



PRINCESS OF LAMBALLB. 33 

No readtfr qm pinne then sbooking detiiiift^ 
witboul abborrini^ the mvi^ Uib« that perpt- 
trated iheVn^ Wha would iu>^ KOHt with indi§<^ 
Mtioii and horrory the very idea of atftociiliog 
with such inhumaa lyrdohta i But| tiotwiih*^ 
itAmKng Ihf to iittural> j|iiet| «ud becooiiog fed- 
ing 8» no person irieils mdderh Fk«il«e, or ie intfO*^ 
duc^l al BuoMparte'e couHi v^ilhout eUpofiing 
4iilia<if to fratterhifa Wiih Ihoee abomiilabtt Oii* 
miuals^ roost of whom are not only 6lilL,aUvii|> 
hardened by impunity^ but employed in high, 
offices, and decorated with the most imposing; 
dtles. Prince Murat, Buonaparte's brother-in* 
law ; Fouche, his Minister of Police;. Real, hia 
Counsellor of State; Thuriot, his Judge ;.Barrere^ 
Mehce, Chenicr^ David, 8cc, with other membcra 
of the Legion of Hmour, are all known Septem* 
berizers, all figuring in 1805 with the same im- 
pudence, in hia usurped palaces,, and at hia 
levees, as they did in 179a at the doors of the 
prisons of La Force and the Abbey. The court«>^ 
dress, the regimentals, the livery of the Corsi*«> 
can usurper, cover more assassins than, rob- 
bers and rebels ;. no person wears them wKo ia 
not morally corrupted, or legally aud politically 
guilty. 

^ )\ €$ The 
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The P f ii i cm of Lanbalk was bom on the 
SA of September 1749. Her manners were 
tkgant^ dignified^ and accomplished *i her mind 
Aobie^ generous^ md sensible to the highest de-- 
gree. ' So beautiful was this illustrious Princess^ 
that it was difficult to see her without loving 
her} and such the brilliancy of her genius^ and 
amiabkncss of her conversation^ that nobody 
left her but with a r^ret blended with 
Ikm and ei^teem. 
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H. R. H. PRINCESS ELIZABETH, 

8XSTBR OF L0UX8 XVZ, 



£LIZAB£THl^iLXPPiNB Marie Hblbh* 
tfe France^ was born at Versailles on tlie 3d of 
May 17649 the youngest ;ind eighth child of the 
Dauphin, father of Louis XVI. 6f Louis XVIIL 
and of his Royal Highness Monsieur, ci«-devanl; 
Count d'Artois. Her Royal Highness was 
usually known in France by the name of Ma^ 
dame Elisabeth^ the sister of the King. 

This Princets evinced from her youth, morCi 
inclination to> be the recluse of a convent than to 
^ow herself the ornament of a court; bat though 
motives of policy prevented her from taking tht 
vril^ as well a» from marrying, her devotion was 
as- sincere^ and more praiseworthy in> a palace 
than in a cell ;. and the tenderness and the aif(q(;r 
lion which a husband might have a right toclaim 
undivided, she Shared disinterestedly and libe** 

e6 rally 
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rally between brothers^ sisters^ relatives^ and 
eTcry unfortunate person upon earthy whose mi* 
aery she could aUeviate^ whose distress she could 
rdieve, who wanted the recommendation of the 
powerful^ the support of the wealthy^ or the 
prayers of the Ifuly pious. 

Of all the atrocious crimes of the French re- 
bels and regicides^ the murder of the Princess 
EKteb^ih wilt for ever appear ibfe most 6dious 
^ttd d^tesilible, atid whieh can neVer be pardoned^ 
llaviiig htfm Canton ; politically unhec^ary^ aa 
n^lt is oiorally barbarous. All the ainiable and 
BriUi^t qualities that make ia woman at the 
Sime titlie estiinabk and interesting^ were unit^ 
tfl th6 person of this Princess ; wlio ^as there^ 
fi>re the admiration and the idol of all those^ who 
Jiad Ihe lionour and bajppiness of approaching 
htu Genius^ accon^lisfamenta^ softness^ good«> 
tiesi^ Mi modesty, gave a new charm to that 
i^ubHmt eoarage^ io that becomiag and calm 
dignity, i/il^ch tommaoded reveftoce from 
jttdfeft, asSft^iMj and-^evenin bteh^ momenta 
hmb tiih et^ciititou^r. 

Sht jMss^i^ h^ life so retii^ aiid Was so 
tb eV^ liite% ^at taid Uie shadow of in* 

-» triguc. 
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tfigue^ that eftvy tod tlialtgnity^ ilatider and iat^ 
lic6^ for once were at a loH to find any plausible 
cauae to itijurl^, tnueb letsio blast with theif 
Venom^ t reputation ai ipotiess as dissettedly 
grtiat. 

Before the revolutioh in her inebnre^ dn^ half 
was dtstribUtekl in charitable donations. She ala 
lowed pensions to fifty-two fatheri; of larg^ fa-t 
hiilie8> to fciitty-isix Widowi^ and one Hiindred 
and twenty*four orphans^ whom sfat clothed^ 
educated^ and^ when of age^ settled or provideil 
fori In the number of those^ who were bH 
strangers recommended to her, are not included 
persons attached to h^r household) menial ser^ 
▼ants, or their families* *< Generdus and cha<^ 
titabie as Madame Elizabeth^'' was the cobuxma 
saying in France when the necessitous complin 
tnented a benefactor or henefactitrss | ahd the 
best Wishes the best -of toothers expressed for tbm 
daughters wertf) ^< that they might resemble Ma^ 
dMae Elizabeth hi hdnour and viHue^/^ i \ 
- After the shocking scenes at Versatlles on the 
5th and 6th of October 17895 wfaeh ihe'm<d» 
inurdered the gkrit$ in carp9 of the King, ih dc^- 

* tetti^ dti t^etnines Marqiantesy pttt»cti p. ir. 

fending 
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fendihg the tntrance to the bed-room of the 
Queen> and afterwards carried upon pikes the 
heads of these loyal men before the carriage of 
the Roya} Famtly» in theit journey from Versailles 
to Paris^ the King's aunts were alarmed, and dc-- 
mandedand obtained his3fajesty's permission to 
retire to Borne. They also desired their niece, 
the Princess Elizabeth, to accompany them a» 
&r as Turin, where her sister, the late Queen of 
Sardinist, bad invited her, and made preparatiot^ 
lor her reception. When the unfortunate Marie 
Antoinette was informed of the proposal of hep 
aunts, ^e rushed into the apartment of the 
Princess, and threw herself into her arms, say* 
ing, ^' And yon too wiH desert me,, and leave 
me to my cruel fate I"-^** No ;. never, never !" 
tosweied the virtuous Elizabeth : <^your troubles,, 
your torments, your gaol, and your scaffold,, 
shall be mine.'' She kept her word. To those 
sffiho repeated their demands and exhortations 
sh^ replied,. *' A woman has> nothing but cacsi 
aod consolations to offer ^ it is a: duty the Divi« 
mityr ilodf Ms imposed upon: me, to bestow them 
otk those who stand in ne^ of them. AI^ 1. I 
never thought that those so near and dear to 
me as & brother and sister, should on^ day re-- 

qjiire 
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quire them more than any other created being in 
the universe ♦.'* . 

During the return from the ominous journey 
to Varennes, her tender attention to iier brothei^ 
her sister, and tkeir children, and her t .(al in* 
difference about herself, forced tears of rcspeoi 
even from the eyes of the National Deputy Bar* 
navef whose feeHngs, to judge from his ex* 
pressioBS in the Assembly, were not over-^nice. 
He was obliged to acknowledge the exii^tcnco of 
virtue, and the sublimity of religious resignation^ 
But every heart that is accessible to the senti- 
ments of humanity, must applaud the grandeur 
of her soul, and hef heroism> on the 2otti of 
Jane 1792 f. 

On that day upwards of twenty thousand Pa^- 
risian and revolutionary banditti made a sangui- 
nary irruption into the. palace of the Thuilleries^ 
threatened the lives of all the Royal Family^ 
and committed scenes of brutality and horror 
equally* disgraceful. and disgusting. To prepace 
the popular mind for acts of blood, the haU 
of the Jacobins bad resounded with speeches 



»» 
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and petitions, and the walls of Paris hdd been 
covered with placards, describing the King as a 
traitor to the country, and a monster not fit to 
reign or to live. The insurreotion was reguUirly 
projectdd and organised several days befare> and 
the King had received numerous intimatidn% 
that h^ could only avoid the intended aaassacit 
of himself and family, by agreeing to sanctkm 
some obnoxious decrees^ But what cMMcicncfc 
forbade^ terror could not compel bim to do; fae 
rejected with disdain all such applieauons, uid 
resolved to Encounter every danger rather tbAt\ 
comply. When the mob, by the treacheryr of 
the National Guard, had effetted an. entrtmce 
into the palace, the King, who had from a wiiw 
dow observed their proceedings, repaired to a 
room called the OeU'de-heuf^ the doot* of which 
was immediately assailed with every engine 
of force which thfe oceasion supplied | aodj 
iimong others, with a cannon which had l«en 
dismounted from its carriage, and was noW ojkv- 
tied up stairs by manual strength^ and used 9M &. 
battering-ram. The brave Swiss guards^ who 
were with the King, drew their swords^ and 
were preparing to shed their blood in an «n« 
availing defence ; but be commanded them to^ 

desist*. 
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desist. lie then called for four grenadiers to 
support hini| and advancing to the door^ un* 
barred itj and presented himself defenceless to 
this furious multitude. His friends^ fearing 
that he would be borne down by the rapidity 
and violence of the niob^ placed him in the re- 
cess of « window, where a few grenadiers form- 
ed round him to resist the torrent. The mob 
was fofttinatety so numefbusi dnd poufcd in sd 
Hpi&lff thii no one could effect the (>r«tnedU 
tited ptirpof^; btit nftef vetitthg a portion of 
fti^ iii wbttll And fnen&citig gesiufes^ were ob<« 
tiged to gitk placi td othets. It was on thh 
detfa^lon that th6 King iaid it the daltardly trat^ 
t6r Ktibti, >^h6 atsufed hitn that he had ho-* 
thhig tofe&t*, «^ Nothing to fear f' tipWtiA hr* 
Mi^estjr with irttftgtiatioh ; ^« the thkh t^hoM 
oohMitoce ii pUM, Arid ffct fW)til reptoach^ csA 
ncfver kit. heit, nly friend," he added, tik- 
hifi the famtd bt A greiiadief, and prosing U 
(d Birf bbsbM, «' feel, ftnd tctf thftt tt\M if m;^ 
heari beats faster than uiual.'^ This ^i!i3 hot th^ 
dhty instance of supernatufal firmness which the 
King displayed in the course of this dreadful d^y. 
The mob frequently presRcd him >^'ith furiotis 
huslttiigs and menaces to sanction the decree, 

and 
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and to recall the Jacobin ministers. His Ma- 
jesty^s reply was, " I shall do what I consider to 
be right ; but this is not the moment for you to 
ask, or- for me to grant ft^vours," 

The behaviour of the Princess Elizabeth ia 
this trying scene, was truly sublime and heroic. 
When the King went to the OeU^de-l^evfy iq 
meet the banditti who were sent, and who he 
knew came to murder him, she would not leave 
his side for a moment. The mob poorii^ into 
the palace^ and eager to begin the work of r^ir* 
cide, at a distance, mistook her for the Queea 
(against whom^ jba usual, great part of the popu* 
lar rage was directed), and loaded her with in*^ 
suits and threats^ crying out, ^< Where is thd 
Austrian wh— ? we will have her bead upon a- 
pike in an instant !'' Elizabeth turned towards 
the assassins, and said with calmness, ** Peoplel 
I am the Queen." Sabres were already lifted, 
pikes and sabres pointed against her, when some 
of her terrified attendants, in spite of her en* 
t;reatie$ to the contrary, pressed forward to ex« 
plain the mistake and mistatcment : f^ For God's 
sake ! I beseech you, gentlemen !*' said. the Prin- 
cess, ^^ do not undeceive these misled men* Is. 
it not better that they should shed my btood thaa 

O^at 



PRINCESS ELIZABETH. 43 

that of my sister ?'' In the whole course of the 
day she never left her. brother's side, nor even 
lost her presence of mind ; but when a Deputy 
named Lesueur^ who stood by the King's side^ 
fainted from extreme agitation, she actively as^ 
fisted in means fof his recovery. 

On the 23d of June 1792, the Princess £Itca« 
beth wrote thus to her aunts : : 

** Three days ago I was for some hours happ)!^ 
ki the thought that Providoice had numbered 
ne among the sdect iewwhoarepcrmitted.tif 
itcrifice themselves for those they knre more th§m 
life, and whcne death, by preventing their an* 
timely' end, makes their existence less miseiabie^ 
aad less exposed, by thtowing a meriled odtutn 
Ml their enemies and persecutors, < forlhetr crudt 
Blistake, the consequence ofta savage and bloodv* 
thirsty disposition. It was ovdered otherwise 
fifom above, and I am still among the Ji^cing* . i 

^^ Notwithstanding these laie dreadful ocqimm 
fences, and the new insulu and horrors witia 
which we are treated). I am thankful that I. did 
aotseemy good and unhappy brotheri and his na 
less unhappy wife and children, murdered. Nowi 
thdr affliction,, as well as my own, has dissolved 
the last ties that attached me to earth. My God 

and 
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Md hill Hcairen are now my otily hope, my only 
occupation, and my only meditation. I am now^ 
thanks to the Virgin and her Son, what I tiz\et 
•bould have been in an uninterrupted continuance 
ef prosperity. Detached from all earthly consi- 
derations, I am noW| if I may be permitted to 
iHf BO with propriety, already with one foot in 
Paradise. Yes ! I know that I am) because in 
itwiii^ and cbnaoiing, ioalead of leaving to them- 
i«l?ei| my lo iinjuttly aitd onieliy Irtatod itlt- 
1ltei^ I $m only doing my duly i I ierve the DU 
tifeity in obcyihg atrHctly ita tomtnandib 

^M bog your Royal Highnesses ndt t6 Ihink^ 
tbU I intend by ibia assertion^ tbembsldi&tai&l 
veprotch on account of youl* Hbsence* and diM 
^arturt. No; when my good and beloved amili 
^tted fskf Frame viiaa more quiet^ the dtagM 
of the Kin^ and the Royal Family vM so iiii^ 
minenl, and if tihad hotbeeil for. tl^e iMlaona I 
tbcn eiplained to your Boyd HighnesMi I 
abould not Inysdf have hetitated t6 accept of 
your kind offer, ind to atiedrnpany you« Aa 
things now are^ Ood be thanked I did not ! I 
ahotild, perhaps, then havb beeti more hippy id 
this world, but how many impedimenta mi^t I 
tkoi have encomttartd in tbc^flybf ny adlva-* 

tion? 
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0f iSty, §h^9 8c vctiHy^ or ^t tj^M utpripst of eighty 
yefiis^ to an eterfiity, ft»y more thsii^ thje n^eanifesf, 
file liUleQegs^ of humftn b^qg^^ ^ ^ gr^a^fie^, 
to the immensity^ of an Ahnighty Ck^a^l 

*^ As &r as i can^ by my weak reason^ pene^ 
trate into the secret v4ew8 of an ofjten severte^ but 
always just Providence^ of whose lashes w^ feeble 
mortals frequently complain, but which ace al- 
ways property applied to our final happiness ; the 
time of our delivery from all evils here is ap* 
proaching with rapidity, and will soon be at 
hand* The King is totally resigned ; the Queen 
also is perfectly resigned, and my fortunate young 
Nephew and niece, who suspect nothing, who 
have no sins to repent of, and no chastisements 
to apprehend, will also, I expect, share our fate* 
I say fortunate — and indeed they are most happy. 
They quit life as pure, as unpolluted, as they 
entered it. They know of no regrets, no re- 
pentance, and nd fears. Oh 1 if I had been cut 
off so early, so blessed as they, I should then 
have long, long, before the throne of my Saviour^ 
sung hymns with his saints ! But what do I 
write, wretch that I am ! O my God, pardon 
methi6unint?n$iou^ thcmghtless mprmur. TThou, 

thou 
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thou alone know*8t my submission, as well as my 
weakness! Call me to thee! Thy servant is 
ready ! Yes ! I never lie down at night, or get 
up in the morning, without thinking, hoping, 
and desiring to be called to my God I but my 
first and last prayer is always, and shall always 
be, < My God, thy wilf be done!* 

^' I entreat your Boyal Highnesses to implore 
the Holy Father for the continuance of his bless- 
ings and prayers, and that he will in his good- 
ness issue orders, that in all the churches of his 
capital, be added to the usual prayers for us all^ 
the service for persons in the agonies of death. 
God alone knows whether we shall exist when 
this letter reaches our good aunts*/' # 

Thus wrote in confidence a Princess in the 
prime of life, a descendant of the Kings who 
had ruled France during fourteen centuries. 
Thus was situated the beautiful sister of a once 
all-powerful King. Thus thought a Princess^ 
whom the splendour of rank, and glitter of af- 
fluence, had never bewildered during prosperity j 
who was well acquainted with their little value 
when fortune smiled, and therefore was not de- 
pressed at her frowns in unexampled adversity. 

* Leurts dcs Fcmmcs Marquantesi p, 31^ 3 s. 

Aft 
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As many may suppose that the above letter 
was merely dictated by necessity, from being so 
cruelly circumstanced, or that God was, as is 
too often the case, her refuge only when op- 
pressed by misfortunes, or threatened by assas- 
sins, the following extract is made to prove that 
ihe was truly religious long before she was really 
unfortunate : it is taken from a work containing 
a kind of inventory of the apartments occupied by 
the Princess Elizabeth in the palace of the 
Tbuilleries*. 

** We next went up (after the loth of August) 
to the apartments of Madame Elizabeth : very 
little of the furniture was broken) two looking- 
I glasses and a lustre had here satisfied the popular 
fury. The bed-chamber, which we examined 
the first, presented us with two curious objects. 
On one side of the chimney stood a screen of 
walnut wood, of about three feet iu height; its 
shape told us what it was, biit its amaeing weight 
bespoke that it was not simply intended to keep 
off the fire. The Commissary placed the screen 
ia the middle of the room, and after having 

• Se«The Ctscle of the ThuilUries, prinicd for Longman and 
! Co. vol. li. p. i$i et seq. 

pushed 
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pushed down a knob^ and unfastened three little 
hooks, the macbixie unfirided itsHfj and doubling 
in height^ and growing four times as large as it 
before was in breadth, became a cfunplete con* 
fessionalj of a perfectly light cpnstructicm^ and 
easy to be n:ioved about. In the. inside was a 
seat and a shelf placed under ^ little wicket^ 
which was closed with a wooden grating, and 
every thing else found in those in the Roman 
Catholic churches. Its mechanism was artfully 
contrived, but its whole construction proved that 
it was designed for mortification. Instead of 
kneeling before this confessional upon a velvet 
cushion, she used a lump of black marble, paint- 
ed yellow round the edge, upon the top of which 
many holes of different depths were cut^ which 
must have hurt her as much as if she had beea 
kneeling upon sharp flints. Such a refinement 
upon mortification would have been seldom found 
in a convent^ and had certainly never before de- 
corated s^artments in a royal palace. 

*' The Commissary now opened a prayer desk } 
it was full of books of devotion. We Looked at 
Ithem one after another, stopping at such pages 
as had ribands between them. They were al- 
most all such as contained prayers adapted to the . 

4 present {, 
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present unhappy sitiwtion of the Royal Family. 
These books were all fiill of little paintings, such 
as flaming hearts, and heads of Christ, done by 
(he Princess herself. Uiuler each she had written 
some Christian sentence, vMich as this, for instance, 
extracted from St. Gregory: * Regard nothing 
• as an evil in this life, not to lose sight of God.* 
A little paper, case of blue .leather, informed 11^ 
that she had been aoeu^tonicd to employ herself 
in a similar manner for her brother, the King; 
that is to say, in copying or con^posing prayer^i. 
Out of the huiadmj leaves whith this book con- 
tained, half ^>f theiu were ct)vered with similar 
sentenccsj all in her ovyn haud-writi^g. Sevc« 
ral appeared to have been written expressly 
adapted to the <circum»taaces to which they re« 
ferred. 

•* Amoi>g the prayers^ the following, written 
ifter. th^ . deirlarntion of war in April 1792, car* 
ries with it s^ particular character, which distiu<» 
guishcs.it from-iill those of the same kind, founci 
ill the books of devotion of the Roman Catho- 
lies. It is to the same purpose, but the turns 
are diflTcrcnt, and bespeak it to have been dic« 
tited by^ a pious heart, but proceeding from a 

VOL. III. D pen 
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pen little accustomed to tliat kind of composi- 
tion. 

^ 

" CONSECRATION OF FRANCS TO THE HOLY 

VltlGlN, 

** O Holy Virgin, who hast a)ways so especially 
protected France! so many proofs are existing 
how very dear it has alwr.ys l>een to thee; at pre- 
sent it is in misery, in greater misery than it ever 
was before, and^ thou appearest to have forgotten 
it. True it is, that France is blameable, but 
often before has it been so, and thou hast ob- 
tained its pardon. How is it, then, at the pre- 
sent momint, that you do not speak in its fa- 
vour? For were you only to say to your Divine 
Son, * They are overwhelmed with misfortunes,' 
soon we should cease to be so. Why then 
^ost thou delay, O Holy Virgin ! oh, why dost 
thou delay to change our unhappy situation? 
Ah ! perhaps God wishes us to renew a vow 
which one of our kings once made, of con- 
secrating France to you. Well then, G Ma- 
ria! O most Holy Mother of Jesus Christ ! we 
give it, we consecrate it to you afresh. Oh, 
that my individual vr)ice might prove the pre- 
lude to a re-consecralioij more solemn and^ uni- 
versal ! 
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vergal ! Oh, that it could but cituse to sound 
again from the throne to the very extremities of 
tlie kingdom, that voice which drew down upon 
it so many benedictions! Holy Virgin! wc all 
devote ourselves to vou; cannot the desiru of at) 
individual stfj^ply ihc defect of the whole ? Can- 
not the' sacred bonds that unite us to all the in*- 
habitants of this kingdom, as to our brothcrsi 
cannot the charity which extends our views, and 
opens our hearts \q admit tlicm all into our of- 
fering; cannot it render them common with us? 
Cannot it give to the consecration of an individual, 
the picrit and efScacy of a general consecration? 
We beseech you, O Holy Virgin! we conjure 
you ! we hope, and in this confidence we offer' 
you our King, ourClueen, and their family j we 
offer you our Princes; we offer you our armies, 
and those who command ihem ; we offer yo« 
our magistrates; we fplfer you every rank and 
condition of the state; we offer you all such ?.s 
are charged with the maintenance of rtliirion and 
morals. In short, we give to you all France. 
Oh, take up agnin, Holy Virgin I your ancient 
xiehts over it; restore lo it fail!;, restore to ii 
vour former j)rotcction, restore to it peace ! 
Restore lo it Jesus Christ, whom it seems to 

D 2 have 
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liave lost. Lastly^ may this kingdom, re-adopted 
by youy become entirely the kingdom of Jesus 
Christ, So be it*!! I" 

•* In the same paper- case we found proofs of 
the Princess having for a long time been most 
strdently devoted to the culture of religion. In 
turning pver the papers with the most scrupulous 
attention, we found in her ownhand-ivritivgy twa 
resolutions, or rules of conduct y one dated the a3d 
of June 1790, the other the loth of July follow- 
ing« This last had been written after a short 
Fclirement, which terminated on that day. The 
first of these contained a general plan of conduct 
for every day of her life ^ in the second was com- 
prehended what the Princess laid down .4o herself 
to perform every day in the week: she fulfilled 
the duties of religion as follows : 

** Sunday — I will so regulate all my actions^ 
as to show my desire of repenting of my sins. 

" Monday — In order that I may not fear the 
last judgment, I will act towards freeing myself 
from all apprehensions of its horrors^ 

^^ Tuesday — In order to avoid going to hell, 

♦ Sec Qastlc of ihe Thuillcrics, vol. ii.p, 296, 297, Note. 

I will 
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I will fill my mind with (he idca^ that the greatest 
evil is to lode sight of God • 

*^ IVednesday — I will reflect on Paradise, and 
the happiness that the Saints enjoy there. 

*• Thursday — I will think of the divine Sacra* 
ment instituted by God, beg of him the favour ^ 
'^of often receiving it, and of not dying witbovt 
having taken it* ' • 

** Friday-^l will abstract my thr>iight8 ftx>ih 
• tH worldly happii^ess^ to embrace the Cross of 
Jesut Christy ami to prepare myself for death, ' 

*^ So/ttfrftfy— I will implore the intercession ^f 
'Maria for me with her Son,, and' give myself np 
'to worshipping hcrand al^lthe Saints''^." 

In thift manner th^ Princese, like her royM 
"lirother^ raised* li«r eyes from ^earth to heaven. 
The iniidel may despise, and the philosophar^ 
sneer at these lind other acts of devotion, of 
penitence, of faith, and of sanctity ; but placed ill 
those trying circumstances^ though without de* 
sccndmg from the same elevation, and sinking 
so low as her Koyal Highness, despair would 
seize both : he who sees nothing but annr- 
bilation beyond life, as well as he who' sees 

♦ Castle of tbc Thuillcrics, vol, ii. p. jf^B, 299. 
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every thing on this side of the grave : he who 
expects nothing, must narurally, at ibe approadi 
of an inevitable dcaih, be equally wretched wilji 
him who has only enjoynients to regret. 

The Princess's library was composed of books 
suited to her taste — many holy fathers' com- 
. mcntarits upon the bible and liturgy ; some 
TV orks of history, of the arts, and of the scicncegj 
but not a volume of the French philosophers, 
8uch as Rousseau, Vol tail e, Montesquieu, Hel- 
A-ctius, Kaynal, &c. At the bottom of the 
■ room was a table, upon which were spattered 
compasses and other mathematical instruments, 
which made it evident that she had employed 
herself in the study of these abstruse sciences. 
Near the window looking into the garden stood 
another table, covered with pencils, colours, and 
all the apparatus for painting. It was at this that 
the Princess amused herself in following ihe art, 
of Apelles. From the different paintings and 
sketches, it is to be supposed that she preferred 
landscapes, or at least that she had lately been 
much attached to that style. Her performances 
were far above niediocrity^. A little piece of 
thirteen lines high, and eleven wide, was well 

}rthy attention. It contained eighteen gro- 
tesque 
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tcsque figurcft very difllitictly drawn; in the dis- 
tance was k houne and a latuUcapc. Thu finish- 
ine of it wa»»o innch the more curious, an it was 
jtainled upon a piece of phiying-curd (the king of 
diamonds) . She muMt indeed have had a great dif- 
ficulty in preventing her cohniri* from running on 
so »pungy a Anbstance. The piece upon which she 
appeared to have been at work down to the fatal 
ioil> of August, wdH a landscape of four inches 
by five. It was half finished : a flat coinitry in 
the distance, a wood on one side, and in the 
foreground a road, along which two traveller!^ 
were passing <^n horseback, constituted its com'- 
position*'. 

It is to be remembered, that all the furniture, 
and every thing eUe contained in the rooms 0/ 
the PrinccKS Eli/>abeth at the palace of the 
Thuilleries, had been bro^ught from the Apart- 
ments she occupied in the palace of Versailloi,. 
and bespoke therefore the sentiments as well as 
die occupation of her whole life. In Protestant 
countries it may not be generally known, that 
the Roman Catholic religion exactn humility, in- 
flicts penance, and connnandfi> Bclf-dcuial, both 

♦ C»«tlc of ihc Thuilkiirtt, vol. il, p 300, 301. 
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from the king on his throne and the peasant m 
his cot; and that, hovvever every thing indicated 
the habitation of a sincere and devout Christian^ 
nothing could occasion even a suspicion that the 
Princess was a superstitious tanatic. Ill oaiurei 
selfishness, uncharitableness, and pride, art the 
usual accompaniments of superstition; while far 
naticism is unforgiving, intolerant, persecuting^ 
and frequently sanguinary. The latter part of the 
Princess's life has proved her eminent andJaud- 
able qualities to be the very reverse; the bene-* 
voknce of no person was more indiscriminate f 
nobody forgave bis foes^ and prayed for their 
conversion, with more sincerity. 

But even at a period when her family am! her* 
^If were at the height of prosperity (shortly 
after the conclusion of the American war); when 
her beauty no doubt had many admifers^ ioef 
virtue few imitators, and her rank numercms 
adulators: when the innocence of her youth coijdd 
not have assumed the n\ask of hypocrisy, and no 
necessity obliged a noble mind to disguise itself 
ill the garb of duplicity, she wrote a letter to 
6er sister, the late Queen of Sardinia^ ii>aan 
iivver to a recommendation given by that Sove- 

reign 
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i^fgn in favoar of a young Swiss orphan, whichj 
carries with it its own commentary.. 

" Versailles y April 2^,^^ 1784. 

** My dearly bcioved sister's pro/eg"^ is placedf 
as a cadet, and I am promised a rapid advance^ 
ment for him, when at an age to be serviceable,, 
should he conduct himself properly,, which I db> 
not doubt. 

** For a boy only twelve years of ^ge, who. 
has been six years a destitute orphan,, and there^- 
fore owes to charity, or to his own application, 
what knowledge he possesses,. I judged him,, 
from his answers to my questions, Well behavedr 
and well informed;. His naiveie, in askmg me; 
not to be angry because he was a Protestant, and? 
would always remain so,, made me almost smiled 
I told him that I left it entirely to himself to* 
make his peace with his conscience and with his, 
God, in the best manner he thought would Be- 
conducive to his happiness here and hereafter 5; 
and that, provided hi^ superiors approved oThimi. 
from the manner he had been recontni ended to 
me, I should not ncdect any thine that mjo-ht , 
be advantageous to bim. 

" Although I do not blame, I cannot approve 

D 5 of 
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of your husband*;^ or, as I suspect, his confes> 
sor's zeal, to convert him to Catholicism. I, 
with all other good Catholics, know and deplore 
the errors and thuiircrs of heresy, and that Pro- 
testa nts have adopted the innovations of three 
centuries for the orthodoxy of eighteen, and for 
the sole religion of the Christian world during 
ijfteen centuries. I pity aiid pray for them, but 
do not hate or curse them ; nor do I consent, as 
{at as it lies in my power, that any human being 
usurp an authority over consciences, which ap- 
pertains to God alone. 

•* I low many nations still exist in the uni- 
vcrsc% who have not the happiness to be num- 
bered among the Htitliful, and whoha\enot the 
least knowlouce of Chrisiianitv ! It would there- 
fore be not only uucharit.ibie tovvards our fellow- 
sinners, but injurious to ihe ir.crcy of a Di\iue 
Providence, to suppose their ignorance, or want 
•f iDStructiou or light, incurring an eternal per- 



dinou. 



** Next to itifidelity I place, intolerance: the 
fermer deprives the wretched of ail hope of a 
icwani iu au hereafter, for his su&erin^s in this 
wprU I aud the latter tonnents and makes him 

miserable 
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miserable here, though convinced that he will be 
tormented and miserable in another world. 



Ah ! n'ctnpoisrmnons pafl la douceur qui nous rente ; 
Je croh voir des for^aU dans un cachot lunef>tc, 
, Se pouvant s'ecourir, I'un sur Taut re achanics, 
Combattre avec les feri done iU eont cnchaincs* 

**Excu8e me, dearest sister, that I employ 
to much of my letter on a religious subject ; but 
it- is your fault ; 1 answer merely your (Questions,. 
and I finish with declaring to you, I trust so 
much to the bounty of the Divine Creator, that 
I bop>c few of any sects will be damned^ althougl^ 
1 am firmly convinced every true and sincere. 
CatboKc will. be saved*'." 

The Princess Elizabeth was in her twentieth 
year, when she expressed sentiments whicU 
would have done honour to the philosopher, as 
well as to the philanthropist; to a Confucius^ as 
well astoa St. Paul. Several other letters, that 
pa:ssed between these two amiable tiisters, arepre^/ 
served; they are chiefly on njoral or rclii^ious 
matters, and. evince strongly that piety and vir- 

♦ 3ee Lc« Lettrci dci FcmmcV Mu'rquaiUcE, p. 3<f, 37. 

D 6 tu« 
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tue were the coDStant, if not the sole, object of 
their Kves, 

In this age, when crime only prospers, a kind 
of fatality seems attached to every thing noble and 
generous, elevated by birth or by sentiment. 
Maria Adelaide Clotilde, this worthy sister of a 
Louis XVI. knd of a Princess Elizabeth, was 
married to Charles Emanuel IV. King of Sairdi- 
jiia, who united in his person the private virtues 
of his father and grandfather. His siinplicity, 
his goodaess, the justice of his mind, his love 
of bis subjects and of justice, bis adherence to 
bis word, his attachment to his. family and t# 
nis people^ would have ipade him the happy so* 
vereign of a happy nation, were such precipuf 
qualities enough in these depraved times to me- 
rit crowns, or to preserve them. This Priocc 

has seen all his continental states. Savoy, Nice^^ 
• ■ * * * 

and Piedmont, become departments of a treache- 
rous and regicide republic. From his accession 
to the throne of his ancestors, be had however 
formed a just judgment of the present ah^ of the 

future. . ** I shall not wear iny crown of thornd 

, " , 

a long while,'* was his answer to those who at- 

empted to feed him with hopes!* lirs conscience 

\d religion -ensure him consolation^^ pf wjbich 

Buo- 
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Buonaparte cannot rob him, and whieh ihat in^ 
/anions man will never enjoy. Such was th« 
iHisband of that heiress to the melancholy eventi* 
of her faih'rfy, who, after deplbrmg the murders 
of her brother Louis XVI. of her sister-in-law 
Marie Antoinette, her niephew Louis XVIL hei 
sister Princess Elizabeth, and her cousin the 
Princess of Lamballe, expired herself an exile at 
Rome, on the ist of March 1802. Her pure, 
tender, and resigned spirit, considered itself , as 
a vTctim marked out by Heaven. Even before 
tire akar, she upbraided her o^sm fate with the' 
misfbrtfines of her subjects, oppressed by the 
tyranny of a Buonaparte. Three months after 
the death of his beloved consort, Charles Enia- 
nael IV. abdicated and transferred his sceptre tof 
his brother, Emanuel V. his present Sardinian 
Majesty. 

During hef imprisonmnent in the Temple, witW 
the' other merhbers of the Royal Family, the 
Princess Elizabeth^'s attention was ^chiefly direct^i' 
ed to klleviate tfee pains, to k'eep up the hope,* 
add to console' the tiiinds of her fellow-prisoner^ 
and sufferers. As to herself, she was as calm,* 
as patitnt, as enduring, as if she had been long 
prepared to encounter the brutal ferocity of 

gaolers, 
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gaolers, and the refinements of barbarity prac* 
tised by that great nation, to whose virtues the 
care of the royal captives had been so ostenta- 
tiously confided. Theiir cowardly degradations 
aflbrded gratification and triumph to the little 
minds of their tormentors. 

Even at an early period of their confinement,. 
one of the national guard boasted of the plea* 
sure, he derived from the insults endured by the 
Royal Family; he expressed his joy at seeing them, 
bow to the wicket as they came out; and^ added,. 
*^When I see Madame Elizabeth coming, I al- 
ways take care to salute her with my pipe; I draw 
my mouth full of smoke, on purpose to haye the 
pleasure o! puffing it in her face*." , These, an4 
more wanton and cruel indignities, when .ofTered. 
to her, seemed not. to be> observed by U[ie l^rin-r 
cess J but such was her tender affection for her 
relatives, and total self-denial, that when she had 
the least idea that any new insults werp meditated 
against them, she put herself as much as possible 
in the way, to experience first, or aloije, .all the 
bitterness of low and. popular rapcour, malevo- 
lence, and veniieance. 

* See Dernicr's Regicides, and Journal dc Clcry. 

^ •«•'■*■ 

After 
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After the tnurder of Louis XVI. and the re* 
moval of Louis XV^n. to another dungeon^ and 
of Marie Antoinette to the prison of the Con- 
ciergeric, the Princess Royal was left Under the 
care of the Princess Elizabeth ; who endeavoured, 
by acts of kindness to her niece, to lessen a mi- 
sery common to them both. She was particu- 
larly careful in imparting to the young Princess 
those sentiments of religion, humanity, benevo- 
leucie, and forgiveness, which have since made 
her Royal Highness a model of female perfection 
and loveliness. 

In proportion as the affliction of the Princess 
augmented by the cruel catastrophes which se- 
parated her from those, for whose comfort she 
had sacrificed herself, the atrocities and outrages 
of the republican government increased. She 
was now compelled to perform the most menial 
ofHces herself: she dressed the scanty meal al- 
lowed her, and swept the floor of her prison with 
her own hands! The people 'seemed to have 
forgotten that she existed, and to have consigned 
her, without consideration, to the brutality of 
her gaolers. 

During the trial of the late Mayor of Paris 
(the accomplice of La Fayette), Bailly, in Novem- 
ber 
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bcr 1793, the Princess was Called as a witne»to 
prove some facts relative to the transaction of the 
Champ de Mars, in July 1791, but she declined 
giving any testimony. Her dignified answer, to 
the question put to her by the president of thci 
tribunal, was, " You know that the blood of 
your Sovereign, of Bourbons, pardons, but does 
not accuse*." Her courage and magnanimily 
surprised, indeed, the repubtican assassins; but 
instead of exciting a deserved applause, wereac- 
companied with murmurs and threats. 

The removal to the Concicrgerie, and the trial 
of the Queen, had been determined on the day 
when the National Convention was informed of 
the surrender of Valenciennes^ in Juty 1793 :. 
at the news, in May .1794, of the capitulaliontof 
Landreqy, the murder of the Princess Elizabeth 
was decreed. Whether defeated -or victorious^' 
murderous decrees have always been the resort of 
the revolutionary rulers; resolved both tosiienc*e 
by terror the complaints uf the disaffected, an4 
to tModify by terror the rejoicings and pretcn?-* 
sions' of nssociktes or accomplices, 

Robespierre meditated also about this tim^* 

^ SeclVriiicr'a Kegjicdco, <tnd Ji^urnal de Ckry, Debates,. 

aja^f^*^ Moniteur of November 1793. 

, the 
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ihe destruction ^f his rivals, the Cordeliers. 
With bis usual policy, he laboured to occupy the 
puMic with some other event, to prevent the 
friends of his victims from raising commotions to 
revenge their fate. With this view, two days 
after he had denounced the pretended conspi- 
racy of the Cofdelic^rs, and obtained the arrest 
of tbeff principal members, a deputation, headed 
by Buonaparte's brother-in-law, Murat, tutored 
for the purpose, aftt^nded at the bar of the Con* 
vcutioDy and required, that''' the impure remiiini 
of ihe family, who butehM^d the people on the 
loth of August, should fat! under the avenging 
and protecting sword of the law*.** 

Thpe Princess was found by the CommisOTFrj' d( 
tbe Cotni^iune, who wa^ to carry her ftotii %ht 
Temple to. the Conciergerie, upon her ki>ee8> 
saying her prayers previously to going to bed. It 
was near midnight, and a ^ainy and stormy nighty 
between the 8th and 9th of May 1794. Instead 
(as used with the other Bourbons sent to th6 
republican butchery) of having a hackney coach 
to bring her Ray a! Highness to her new gaol, 
ghe was ordered to walk the whole way, near 

* Sec DernJcr's Regicidesj Debates, arid Monitcur of No- 
vember 1793. 

three 
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three niilcs^on foot, with a bundle under herarm^ 
surrounded by eight gens d 'amies on horseback, 
headed by the Commissary, From her long 
conlincment, and from want of proper nourish- 
ment^ she could hardly keep herself upon her 
feet, and asked therefore as a favour to have a 
coach, bat it was refused her. She walked con- 
sequcihly very slowly, and often even stumbled f 
but the ruffian escort, so far from showing com* 
passion, struck her brutally with their swords 
to oblige her to get up and walk faster. Jo 
crossing the. Place de Greve she fainted; and 
after the gens d'armes had beat her in vain 
with their swords to rise, one of them laid hec 
across his horse, and carried her, for the re- 
mainder of the way (near a mile) in thai man- 
ner, to the Conciergerie. When, having re- 
covered her senses, the gens d*armes, gaolers, i 
atid turnkeys upbraided her for hej* cowardice^ 
** You are mistaken," replied the Princess;. 
^^ my weakness is bodily, not mental *.*' 'This 
is the respect which civilized Frenchmen, citi- 
zens of the Jirst and greatest nation in the world, 
show to misfortunes and to the sex ; thus French 

* Les Annales du Terforisme, p. 202. 

regenerators' 
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merators prolect innocence, pity misery, Jind 

rence constancy, grandeur, and resignation 

distress^ in < undeserved, unheard-of Cala- 
is 1 t ! 

y • • • 

'b^ HFe of this truly amiable Princess had 
1 so virtuous, so beneficent, so. exempt from 
ne, that it was a matter of some difficulty to 
le her act of accusation. It contained many 
sral allegations, couched in the most indc«> 
KI8 and insulting language, but nothing which 
lied particularly to the conduct of the Prin- 
, except a charge that she had sent her 
donds to her brother, the Count d^^rtois. 
Chat since the. death of the King, she had 
ted the young Prince with distinctions due. 
>yalty *. 

n the loth of May her Royal Highness ap«> 
ed before the Revolutionary Tribunal. Being ' 
d the usual question of her name and rank,' 
replied, ^* My name is Elizabeth Philipinc 
ie Helcne de France, and I am ,the aunt of 
fCing of France and Navarre." This noble 
;er decided her fate ; she was immediately 
ired guilty t« It was so much the more 

♦ Sfc Pieces des Bourbons, vol. iii. p. 171. 
•f- Moore's View, vol. ii. p. 503. 

sublime. 
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sublime, as it was ddi^red by a wontafi deserted ^ 
by the universe, without -friends 6t defenders^, 
and in the power of the regicide murderers of 
her family. 

Four-and- twenty persons were tried at the 
«ame time, and condemned for the s^m€ con* 
'^piracy. She was carried to the scaffold on k' 
cart, with her ha«ds lied bchiVKi, the executioner 
f)n her right, and the widow of the ex«minist<9r • 
<)e Montmorin on her )eft, to wh<)m she ttd* 
ministered that consolation she herself enjoyed i 
As sb6 passed to the place of execution het \ 
^ffiKlIcercbief fell from her neck^ and exposed ' 
ber in that sitoation to the eyes of the mttltitudef 1 
^fae theti addressed these words to tlie ^xiocQi^ j 
tioner : *^ In the name of modesty, Il^ntraat ydii 
to'covermy bosom*," She was the iast eat* ! 
xuted, 

. Her conduct on her trial, and till the moment , 
of her death, was calculated to prove, before a 
tribunal of atheists and a horrlc of assassins, fbe' 
firmness and composure which religion can com* 
inunicate to a mind naturally timid ; even ia 
the greatest evils inflicted, by Providence, tbt-' 

• 

* Anecdotes dcs Femnics Marquanlcs, vol. i. p. 1.3. 

siaccrc- 
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Te Christian is recompensed for his tsiih : 
did not forsake a Priocess when ia adversity^ 
bad remembered him in her prosperity, 
death was as edify iii^i aa her life had ^Me* 
and pious. 

lie Pmoess' Elizabeib^CGDSoIing upon a cart, 
be aide of the executioner, a fellow-sufierer, 
pre sublime than Socrates conversing with his 
iplesy €ST Seneca dictating to his secretaries ; 
the Princess Elizabeth, kneeling upoq het 
bl^' flab in a royal palace^ has more merit 
I St. Simeon Stilite ^cotitempiatii^g the 
rcns -from the top of bis pRIar in, the niidst^ 

oesert. 
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THE D U CHESS OF ANG ULEME, " j 

I 
THE DAUGHTER OP LOUIS XVI. i 



MARIE Theresa Charlotte, Princess • 
Royal of France, and Duchess of Angouleme,. 
is the sole daughter and surviving child of 
Louis XVI. and Marie Antoinette, King and 
Onecn of France and Navarre. Her Royal 
Highness was born at Versailles on the 19th of 
December 1778; and after being baptized, re- 
ceived the title of Madame^ Fille du Rdi, though 
the prevailing custom has been to call her Ma* 
dame Royale. 

The Queen's pregnancy with this daughter, 
the first after a marriage of eight years, was 
announced to the inhabitants of Paris by an act 
of beneficence truly pious and royal, and which 
Marie Antoinette often repeated in the course of 
her reign. She sent to the director of the office 
for wet nurses, a large sum of money to be em- 
ployed in procuring the liberty of unfortunate 

< parents, 
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parents^ imprisoned for non-payment oF the 
debts contracted for their children. Prayers for 
her Majesty were offered up in all parts of the 
kingdom; and several companies, mihtary, reli- 
gious, and municipal, displayed their loyalty m 
acts of devotion and benevolence. After the 
Queen's delivery, the prevote of the merchants, 
and the municipal officers at Paris, subscribed 
and collected subscriptions sufficient to release^ 
from prison two hundred fathers of families con- 
fined for debt, and her Majesty herself distri- 
buted other charities in a manner no less inte- 
resting than engaging. She caused to be selected 
a hundred young women, poor, and of good 
f character, from the dilVerent parishes in Paris, to 
' each of whom she gave live hundred livres, as a 
Qiafriage portion ; two hundred livres to pur- 
chase u suit of cloilics for their husbands, and 
twelve livres for a wcddinii; dinner *. 

Such benevolent actions, and such loyaVand 
favourable occurrences accompanied and cele- 
brated the brilliant birth of a Princess, <vho was 
destined, before t^lie had reached lier fiftcenlh year, 
to undergo those uncommon vicissitudes, and to 

* Aiicc.dotei^, &c. vol. i. p. 303 and 314. 

experience 
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experience those unexampled losses and afflic- 
tions, which are no where found, in the history 
of civilized Europe, to have overtaken the longest 
life of the most culpable wretch. 

When her Royal Highness witnessed the first 
scenes of horror; when she for the first time saw 
her habitation invaded, plundered, and stained 
with blood ; when the first threats of regicide 
assassins against her royal parents resounded in . 
her ears and alarmed her heart, she was not vet 
eleven years of age. No ; she was not eleven 

when, on the 6th of October 1789, she saw the' . 

• 

faithful gardes du corps of her father butchered 
bv a ferocious multitude, in defending the me- 
naced and proscribed life of her mother; she ' 
was not eleven, when she was forced firom Ver* 
sailles to Paris, and to join in a procession of 
cannibals, who carried the heads of these gardes ,^ 
du corps before and by the side of the royal car- 
riage; who ale their hearts, and, savajge-like^ ' 
danced rountl the bleeding corpses of their vic- 
tuns. In a letter written to her aunt, the latif 
Queen of Sardinia, she paints with all the inge-' ' 
nuousnessand wcfii;^// of youth, the strong impres«' 
sion those atrocities made upon a humane and ' 
noble heart; the feelings of which, to judge from -^ 

the '^ 
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fbe tentiments expressed, had already arrived at 
a ttUKturity above her age. 

'^ PariSf October 12, 1789, 

" Oh ! my dearest aunt ! how unhappy have I 
been since I wrote to you last! how unhappy are 
my papa and mamma, my grand aunts, my uncle, 
my aunt, and even my \\\.i\t brother I We wtrc 
all so much frightened by the ugly-Iooking 
people that used such shocking words to vis all, 
but particularly to my good mamma, who never 
did them any harm. Do you know that the/ 
killed the gardes du corps, because thty would 
not let them kill mamnKi,vand the whole way to 
Paris they held their terrible heads to us, and 
terrified us all, but my brother and myself more 
than anv body else. I cannot think ot these 
men and these heads without trembling. I have 
dreamed of them every niu:ht since, and I uta 
Skire I shall dream of ihem as long as I live. [ 
do not see in the Thuillery garden an ill lool in^ 
uian, ^without thinking of these heads, and that 
he is perhaps waiting to cut off the head of i^omo- 
body, perhaps niy own, my brother's, or my 
papa's or mamma's, is it not lerriblc ? I oui, 
however, no longer angry with tlum; the Kinjr 
mi my aunt Elizabeth have told mc, ii I do not 
VOL. III. Ii forgive 
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X forgive them, Grod will iK>t forgive me my sins.' 
I do forgive thcm^ and htJtve every day, with my 
aunt, prayed God to forgive them too; but I am^ 
notwithstanding my prayers, unable to master 
my feelings : the very idea of them made me 
shudder, 

" 1 asked the King, who is always low-spirited, 
if the gardes du corps had not sinned much,' to 
be killed and treated in that cruel manner? He 
said, that God knows that, but that he hoped 
they were now happy iTi heaven. We have all 
ever since prayed to God for the repose of their 
souls; pray, my deafest aunt, do the same, they 
fought so brave and suffered so much. My 
mamma always says that she is indebted to them 
for her life, and that if they had not sacrificed . 
themselves, the ill-looking people Would have 
done with her as ihcy did with her bed, ,which 
they cut ?t> pieces. Good God, what a trembling 
that hx)rrid thought puts me into ! No, God will' 
not let them kill my mamma, who is so good and 
so charitable to all : she has just given many 
many thousands of livres to take oiit all the 
pledges of fill poor people, perhaps for many of 
them who wished to kill her. h it not very 
good? 

*< After 
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'* After having heard mass^ and breakfasted. 
Aye now walk between eleven and twelve ia the 
Thuillery garden, when it is fine weather, some- 

- times with my papa, mamma, and aunt, and some^i^ 
times only with my m^mma and aunt. My bro- 
ther and I must not play together in the garden, 
but only in our rooms. Indeed, though he is a 
boy, he is more frightened than I, and alwayi 
takes hold of the hand of somebody when any 
iH-looking people approach us. 

** I send my dearest aunt, wi^h this long letter, 
a small drawing of mine, and a prayer to the 
Ifoly V^irgin, to implore the merey of her Divine 
Son on us, and to procure an end to all our 
troubles; we read it here aHtv^ry morning and 
every night ; pray, my dearest aunt, do ^he same* 
Wlicn my papa, mamma, uncle, and aunt are 
happy again, we shall then all say for you any 

•prayer you like; and, indeed, we shall do so 
now, though our mit^fortunes want so much the 
prayers of others. Indeed wc do pray every 
day tor you and your husband, and for every 
body, and we wish all with our hearts happiness 
to ever)' body upon earth, even those villanous 
men and women who frightened us so n^uch. 
We do indeed. Oh, how happy shall I be when 

E a I cai) ^ 
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I can tell my aunt that my papa and mamma are 
no moK so very low»9pirited and melancholy ! I 
have just now been crying, because my mamma 
bad been crying when she came here to look at 
what I was writing* I hope before Christmas we 
shall not be so afBicted. Do, my jdearest aunt^ 
pray God that we may not*." 

Poor unfortunate Princess ! or rather fortunate 
delusion ! Her parents, her relatives, ^nd her- 
self to be happy or less afRicted before Christmas! 
Alas ! Providence had so ordered, that no more 
happiness was reserved in thisVorld for those so 
dearly and aflfectionately beloved by her — ^their 
f(?licity was only to be found on the other side 
of the grave ! tvery day, nay, almost every hour, 
increased their troubles, and the audacity and 
barbarity of their unfeeling and rebellious enemies. 

During the cannibal procession from Versailles 
to Paris, in October 1789, was not the only 
occasion that her Royal Highness had to tremble 
for lives so valuable, and to witness the dangers 
of licentiousness, and the ferocity of an unbridled 
rabble. She accompanied and returned with 
her royal parents from Varennes in June 179 1, 

*^Sec Lcttrcsdes Femmes Marquantes, p. x8 and 19. 

and 
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and was by their side during the scandalous and 
sanguinary scenes of the aoth of June and loth 
of August 1792. 

It was during the first oKcial imprisonment 
of the Royal Family by La Fayette, after the 
journey to Varenncs, that the Princess wrote 
thus to her royal aunt at Turin : ** 

^^ Paris, June ^09 1791.* 

** My dearest aunt, how unfortunate we are 
all here ! we are now all truly prisoners j nobody 
can visit us, and we are not permitted to visit, 
any body. My papa, my mamma, and my aunt, 
arc all truly miserable ; and I and my brother, 
we really cry more thiH(Y play* O God, God! 
what have we done to be so wretched ! when will 
our wretchedness end 1 '^•imtt— 

** What a journey, my dearest aunt ! Re- 
peated, incessant insults ; want of all conve- 
niences. Some loyal persons were killed by 
our side, and my papa's garde du corps every 
instant threatened with destruction. Good 
God, how my poor papa sighed, and my 
mamma and my aunt cried ! Oh ! we were all 
so desolate, so miserable, that we could neither 
eat nor sleep, neither speak nor hardly thinki 
I am sure 1 heard the sobbings of my mjimma 

E 3 ' and 
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and auut every night; they almost rent niy very 
heart. Pray, my good^ my dear aunt! pray 
console them, and indude us all in your prayers. 
What a shocking people must those be, where 
my uncles and the en^igrants are, when those we 
passed in the way to them were so bad ! Oh> 
how I pity them ! and what must they not en- 
dure, when we suffered so much ! 

** I can neither fead,^ write, nor draw by 
myself. I am ^q unhappy, and find therefore 
no pleasure but iu reading and praying with my 
papa and my aunt,- Oh, how can they be so cruel 
to u^? we never do harm to any body. My 
Aint says that every thing is for our welfare, but 
how long, how very long,- have we not been 
already unfortunate! Pray, dearest *^unt, do 
write to my papa, and my mamma, ^nd <my 
aunt^ and tell them that you pray for them, and 
that you hope that God will soon put an end to 
their troubles *." 

After the insurrection of the 20th of Junp 
1792, her Royal Highness wrote again to her 
aunt. 

* Leifca des Femmcs MarquantK, p. 19, 20. 

^ ^* Paris, 
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" Par'i^j June 22*, 1792. ' 

The day bef:)re yesterday, I thought that 
we all should be killed. My matnnfia, my brother, 
and myself, were the whole day separated from 
our good papa and aunt. Judge of our anxieiy, 
particularly when the cruel Jacobins forced us to 
piH on the villanousred cap", under pain of having 
our heads cut off and carried upon pikes. Al- 
though my poor mamma bade m(: to fear nothing 
oh, how 1 trembled ! She told me to trust to the 
protection of God; but if they killed her, to 
tell my papa, that he, I, my brother, and aunt, 
were her sole care^nd thoughts in her last mo- 
tnents. *0h no, mamma,' said I, *you ^all not^ 
die; they shall not kill you,* • Bat should they do 
it,' replied my mamma, M pray God with all my 
lieart, to forgive them, provided ^hcy only spiare 
you, your papa, your brother, and aunt.' My 
mamma did not cry, but she was so pale, that I 
am convinced she was not well. 

'* You can form little idea, dearest aunt, how 
much we were exposed. A very ill looking 
shabby man, with a red cap, and his hands and 
face stained with blood, said to niy mamma, 
shewing his sword, ' This is just sharpened to 
* cut oft' your head, Madame Veto.' Good God, 

E 4 how 



8o THE FEMALE PLUTARCH* 

how the villain terrified me ! but mv mamma 
.said nothing, but sighed, though all the mob 
howled out at the same time, * Bravo ! vivc la 
not 1091 /' 

** Oh, my deartlearest aunt, how happy you are 
to be far from this place ! Oh 1 if tbcy would 
permit me to carry my papa, my mamma, my 
brother, and my aunt with me to you, Lwoukl 
give them every thing I possess in thi^ world, 
even my favourite; canary-bird, provided they 
.did not kill it. Yes, I would even let them 
kilP that poor dear, deaY bird, provided they 
would spare us, and let us go to you. But no ! 
I apprehend that we shall all be destroyed here. 
My aunt says that our only hope and resource is 
in God, and we pray together from morning to 
night ♦." 

This is^ the last letter, published, and pro* 
bably the last that her Roval Highness wrote to 
her aunt before the catastrophe of the lOth of 
August, whic4i deprived her, with the other 
inemhers of the Royal Family, of their liberty, 
and exchanged their palace for a gaol. 

^ Lcttres des Fcmmes Muquantcsi p. 501 51. 

The 
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The fotlQwing short account explains in whal 
jnanncr th^ Duchess of Angoultsine passed her 
time in the paface of the ThuillerieSy atul provei^ 
that notwithstanding the disastrous situation antf 
the saBerings of the Royal Family^ her educa** 
tiotii so far from being neglected, was most care- 
fully attended to. iVis a relation of what wan^ 
observed in her apartment during a visit shortly 
after the loth of August. 

** When we left the Dauphin's chamber, we 
went into that of his sister r it was larger thaa 
his, and in greater order and neatness. On one 
side, upon a broken piaiio- forte, lay some sheets 
of the first principles of vocal and instrumental 
music, and a little further^ upon a table nearly* 
covered with pencils and papers, was a large 
portfolio filled with prints and drawings. We 
opened this portfolio, and found in it several 
drawings made by the young Madame fioyale^ 
at the bottom of every one of th^m she had 
written these words^ Marik Thhkesk Char^^ 
LOTTK DE FnANCB yi?ci< : the date of the year 
and month followed them, which made it easy 
for us to jvidge of the progress she had made. A 
woman's head, and a foot, tolerably well shaded, 
dated July 1788, informed us that she hud 

£ 5 handled 
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handled a pencil before she was' ten years old. 
Drawings in the following year proved, to us, 
from the manner in which they were finished, 
that she worked with taste. Since the month of 
March 1790, she had drawn landscapes with 
figures: the last of her drawings was finished 
the first of May 1792; it represented the view of 
an aqueduct on the road from Naples to Salerno. 
'This piece evinced talents, and was done with 
much taste. Besides her drawing-master, her 

, aunt, the Princess Elizabeth, gave her lessons, 
and spurred her emulation by example. 

*^ Some sheets of paper contained an extract 
of the history of France, copied by her Royal 
Highness. It proved that the useful was mixed 
with the agreeable in her education! The King 
her father had taken charge of her instruction, 
and made her write out what she studied, that 

.she might be able to give him an account of it, 
and these sheets of paper were only some parts 
of her late studies. The hand-writing of the 
Princess was very fine, but though it had a great 
resemblance to the Queen'3, was nluch supe- 
rior*/' 

^ The Castle of the Thuilleries, voL ii. p. 251^ t$Xi i$$» 

Her 



DUCHESS OF ANGOULEME. 83 

Hct Royal Highness bad also her fixed hours 
for prayers, for reading, fof walking, for needle- 
work, for embroidering, for music, as well as for 
writing and drawing; and besides the direction of 
her masters or governesses, she was always either 
under the inspection of the' King, of the Queen, 
or of the Princess Elizabeth, Her education 
was therefore complete before she was deprived 
of the authors of her days, and of her ami- , 
able aunt. The accomplishments of her mind 
were as. much admired as the elegance and 
•beauty of her person ; but the dignity,and firm- - 
uess of her character surpassed both. In the 
dreary prison of the Temple, after *the murder 
of her royal parents and aunt, and her separa- 
tion from her brother, she conducted herself 
with that becoming pri)priety, and with iin ele- 
vation of soul and behaviour, which, though it 
could not prevent unfeeling brutality from in^ 
suiting her distress, fcxrced it to respect and re- 
vere her person. She never entered into any 
conversation wUh her gaolers or ihe National 
Commissaries, but always gave short and digni* 
fied answers to their questions. Even the stric^t 
solitude in which she was kept during so many 
niunths^ did not induce hec to alter her conduct* 

li 6 Slve 
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She alwi|yt remembered that she ivas tbe daogh* 
ter of a king, and that those who guarded ber 
were the most guilty and contemptible of ber fa^ 
tber's barbarous subjects. 

Some time after the death of Robespierre, Ma- 
(dame Mackau and a few other ladies formerly at^- 
lached to her person, were separately permitted to 
visit the Princess in the Temple. What occurred 
^ring Qpe of these visits is thus related : '^I was 
one of the first persons formerly known to the 
young Princess, and, after many difficulties, at 
jast obtained permission to see ber alone Ih the 
Temple, where I entered trembling and agitated. 
I found her reading the history of Frs^nce, but 
instead of flying to meet me, she seemed to he- 
sitate leaving her chair. The instant, however, 
] attempted to throw myself at her iect, she 
threw herself into my arms, sayings ^ Forgive 
«ie, my dear Madam, a reception you ^o not 
deserve ; but I have for so long time seen no 
other persons but those who'came to insult my y 
misfortunes, and humiliate my person, that I 
cannot be too much upon my gtkSM^d. I am vefy 
glad, but at the same time very uneasy, at see* 
ing you here ; I fear that your friendship for me . 
will probably expose you to . SQany dangers/ 

IJpOQ 
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Ufon my assurance that I had the permission of 
govenunenti she pressed my hands with kmd^ 
ness, saying, ' If that is the case^ do and sajr 
nothing, whatever consolation or pjeasove yon 
think it may give me, that may excite their an^ 
^r or jealousy/, I avoided as much as possible 
io touch on any thing that might renew her re- 
membrancesj sorrow, or regret ; but this was the 
subject she seemed most pleased to dwell upon*. 
.She -told me such disgusting trials of wanton in- 
dignities and brutfi^ ferocity offered her^ aa 
disgrace our age and our nation for ever. She 
ihad for months been obliged to sweep her room^ 
make her bed, wash and mend her sjtockings 
.and dress J and her gaolers ^ways took care^ 
when they knew that she was perfoniiiiag any 0f 
these humble acts, as honourable tp Jbkef .as da- 
grading to Fi^ance^ t^ call in numbers of lovr 
and vulgar persons to laugh at her^ ridicule he^i 
or abuse her. Even her scanty victuals she was 
jierself under the i^eces^ity pf dressing* They go^r 
sisted for a long time of only two ounces of bivi 
.meatj and a quarter of a pound of bread, dn*. 
ring each twenty-four hours. They for so9)e 
time, according to their caprice or orders, jtpoJc 
from her all her ^books^ or expb^ged !,h^m for 

bad 
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bad ones ; bringing her at the same tinie^ a qtian^ 
■tity of the very coarsest sack-cloth, to make 
sacks for the armies. This she refused to do, 
and was punished, by being deprived durinj 
. forty- eight* hours of every thing but bread and 
water. Another lime they placed themselves by 
her door during the night, singing the n^ost 
terrible songs to alarm her, and to prevent her 
sleeping. They even; when she was in bed, en- 
tered the room, and forced her to answer and 
shew herself, to convince them that she had not 
escaped. This cruel intrusion prevented het 
for the future from undressing when she went 
to bed. She did not know of the murder 
of her mother and her aunt till a month after 
Robespierre's execution, and till that time she 
always continued to pray for them as if alive; 
though the one had been dead eleven months, 
and the other five. She was not certain xif" her 
brother's existence until I informed her that this 
young Prince was still confined in the same pri- 
• son with her, perhaps in the next room. She 
was exceedingly moved during the whole con* 
versation, and from her eyes being so red, I am 
sure she was accustomed to pass a gfeat part of 
her time in tears. She inquired -after her drnits 

at 
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at Turin and Naples, and charged me to express 
her dutiful and affectionate sentiments to them. 
She entreated me, in the most tender manner, 
to employ my zeal in procuring her an oppor- 
tunity to sec her brother, if only for a quarter* 
of an hour in the day, and in presence of witW 
nesses. She deplored much his situation, on ac^ 
count of his inexperience, and youth, and the 
neglect of his education for so long a time. 
'What will surprise every body, but which is 
nevertheless a truth, I found her really improved 
in amlahleness, as well as in elegance and in- 
formation. From want of exercise she was growa 
rather corpulent ; but her gait, her manners, her 
conversation, the turn of her ideas, with aa 
agreeable inexpressible je ne sfais quoif are aU 
those of the lovely Marie Antoinette, and re- 
minded me of that inimitable mode! of beauty^ 
gratideur, and condescension ^." 

This simple narrative, in confirming the former 
relatione .concerning the refinement of cruelties 
to which all the members of the Koyal Family 
were exposed in the republican bastille, the 
Temple, also displays the character of this Prin- 

* Sec Anecdotes des FemmesMarquantey, vol. ii. p< ^o^i^i lO. 
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cess to an advantage, not flattered, but merited* 
When this lady visited her she was in her seven* 
teenth year, had passed two years and two months 
in close confinement, and fourteen months withn 
out seeing or speaking to any hiunan being bui 
•her gaolers and tormentors, the assassins of her . 
-family — ruffians that had nothing human about 
them but the shape. What strength of mind 
must she not have possessed ! What constancy, 
what resignation, and what piety, did it not 
require, to endure, without despair or weakness> 
hut to support with Eminess, such a calamity^ 
•uch affliction ! What innate greatness of mind^ 
what innate courage, was not necessary, to keef^ 
At a distauce, and to brave those assassins and 
4heir accomplices, whose hands wete still reek-^ 
-ing with the blood of a murdered father, mother;^ 
^uid aunt, and in whose power, and at whos» 
disposal, were her own person and existence f 
monsters, known to be capable of perpetrating 
any enormities, and certain of impunity, wbe* ' 
iher they stabbed her in her bed, poisoned her 
during her meals, or dispatched her publicly x>a 
a scaffold. 

After the French regicides of the National 
.Coave;iUop, by a,aoUier icfime^ had in June 

1795 
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1795 destroyed Louis XVII. they ventured to 
dismiss their fears of returning royalty, and- 
passed a decree^ that so soon as the late minister 
at war, and the deputies delivered up by Gene- 
ral Dumourier, or by other means fallen into 
the hands oF- the allieSi should be restored t;o 
France^ Madame Royale, the daughter of Louis 
XVL should be placed in the hands of com- 
missioners appointed by the Emperor of Ger* 
many to receive her. After a considerable time 
spent in negotiations^ her Royal Highness, on 
the a5th of December 1795, was secretly con- 
veyed to Baslcj and there surrendered to the 
Prince de Gavre, the principal Imperial com- 
missioner^ waiting there at the head of a nu- 
merous suite, to receive her with the respect dvie 
to her rank and misfortunes. Her Royal High* 
ness's reception at the Imperial court at Vienna 
was most brilliant and cordial. The Austrian 
hero, Archduke Charles, demanded her hand ; 
but this splendid and auspicious alliance oould 
not divert the mind of the young Princess from 
that which she^ considered her duty, the accom- 
pli»hment of a promise made by her parents to 
his Royal Highness Monsieur, of uniting her to 
her cousin the Duke of Ai^goulemc. 

On 
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On the loth of June 1799, the tharriage of 
h\9 Royal Highness the Duke of Angoukme 
with the Princess Royal of .France, was- ccle* 
brated at Mittaii in Courland, in the predcncc . 
of his Most Christian Majesty, 'the King of . 
France and Navarre, Louis XVIII. the Queen 
his consort, a great number of Frenc^h nobility 
and gentry faithful to their God and King, and . 
the most censrtlerable inhabitants of the town. \ 
His Eminei^ce Cardintil Montmorency, High Al* j 
moner of rVance, blessed this affecting union; 'i 
which Heaven* seems to have designed, and to i 
have favoured, amidst the unparalleled misfor- ,] 
tunes that have befallen a sovereign house, re». 
served to fill again the throne, and to add new 
lustre to the sceptre, which was wrested from 
them by unnatural French rebels, and an auda* 
cious Corsican adventurer, '^ 

The Princess had not previously experienced I 
the consolation of seeing her august rtlativeg i 
since she escaped from her native land, that had - 
been so barbarously inundated with the blood of 
her family and loyal countrymen. The moment. 
of their meeting-was marked by an effusion of the 
sentiments of natun , of tenderness, and of sof- 
row, which so mar.y cr .el recollections mingled 

with 
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h this pleasing overflow of heart. The Prin- 
s WHS going to throw herself at the King's feet, 
en his Majesty caught her to his bosom^ and 
bed her with his tears : she wept aloud^ and 
lOon as she could recover herself, assured her 
ipted father of the warmth of her gratitude, 
[t was several hundred miles from the kingv. 
n governed for so many centuries by their 
reslors, that the dcscendantsof Henry IV. and 
uis XVr. met to form at the altar, these ticJB 
desired and so desirable. ' The Emperor of 
ssia, Paul I. signed the marriage contract, and 
K>8ited the trust in the archives of his Senate. 
bat ati age is this, in v^hich we witness suck 
issitudes 1 in which the frozen re^bns of the 
rth oflfer the Itt$t asylum to a King of France, 
ids! monarchies shaken or overthrown by the 
irper of his crown ; m which, from the re» 
ses of a tower, that became the tomb of her 
»thcr, and whence she had seen the authors *of 
* life, and the heavenly consolers of .her sor- 
vs pass to the scaffold, the heiress of the house 
France, the grand -claught(;r of Maria Theresa^ 
?s into Courland, to unite herself with a con- 
t of her blood, who, like {ierself, is the sport 

of 
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of the faiy of a band of r^cides and rd) 
and of adversity without example. 

Mr. Guilbernir^ a deputy of the Tiers-etm 
the National Assembly of 1789, was among 
guests who were present at the marriage-dini 
llie King, ever attentive to acknowledge am 
notice loyalty, as he is to admit repentance 
io pardon ofifences, said to him, in the afiecti 
ate tone natural to bis Majesty, ^' I should h 
heen still happier, could I have assembled iier< 
who, like you, distinguished themselves h 
courageous fidelity to the King, my brother.' 

Unfortunate Frenchmen ! abused, d^rac 
chained, mock^, oppressed, plundered, pois* 
cd, 8hot> drowned, and guillotined by yourBi 
juipartes, Talleyrand^ and Foucbe, you are m 
snore to be piti^ than these innocent yoi 
hdrs of a throne which you have suffered tc 
overturned, which you have not the courage 
re-establish, and under the shade of which al 
you will recover that repos6 you lost with so mi 
indifl^ence, you are mad enough to took foi 
your slavery to every kind of tyrant and tyran 
and patience enough toiiope for ai miracle! 

May the less untoward auspices under. wh 
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ceremony of Mittau was celehratedi be a 
|e of the destiny which the justice of Pro* 
ce reserves for a pair so worthy of the re« 
and of the love of their country I AH thai 
mbellish the crowni and remove the fears 
ft Frcnchi deceived as to the consequences 
re»establishmcut| the charms of person and 
tidt mildness, kindncssi sinccrityi the g\ovr 
ulh/ clemency, the instruction of advcrsityi 
emembrance of the admirable lessons of 
I XVI. and the example and sentiments of 
iXVHI. ail are here added to the sacred 
s of birthi to Hx tlie interests and wishes of 
:e on those two remaining shoots of an an- 
atocki destined to cleansci purify, and adorn 
palaces and that throne which are now 
I up to guilt) corriiptioUi and daspotism* 
if Hoyal Highness the Duchess of Angoiu 
has ever since her marriage continued to 
e with her uncle the Ring of Frnncei andf 
her royal conHort, received from their Sove^ 
ii lessons both tu support with fortitude un** 
ved distressi and iuHtruclion how to govern 
glory, should Providence place them one 
upon the throne of their ancestors. Not 
g yet blesked with any olTspriitgi the do* 

mcstic 
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mestic cares of the Duchess are few, and bt 
whole time is employed in fulfilling her rdigioui 
connubial, and social duties. She enjoys/and i 
wortl^y of enjoying, the most tender affection ( 
her consort and relations, and (he most unafTecte 
respect and admiration of all who have tfa 
honour to approach her, of foreigners as well 2 
of PVenchmen. With the piety and -rectitud 
of her father, she has inherited the graces an 
charitable benevolence of her mother. Numbci 
of anecdotes arc related of this Princess, whici 
do equal honour to her head and to her hearl 
to her religion and to her rank. 

In 1798 Louis XVIIL was acknowledged b; 
the Emperor of Russia, Paul the First, as Kingc 
France and Navarre, and was invited by him b 
reside in the ducal castle of Mittau, until )| 
c(»uld restore him to his throne. In this fora]<[ 
capital of Courland his Most Christian Majesty 
was at first treated with all the honours due to^ 
sovereign, which another more fortunate, liberak 
minded sovereiorn could bestow* He had 1 
guard of honour of two hundred Russians in hi 
castle, besides a body-guard of French noblem^ 
paid by the Emperor. The Russian commani 
nt Mittau was entirely under his orders, and 
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levees were crowded by the nobility of Conrland^ 
Livonia, and Russia. As the pecuniary bounties 
of Paul. .were more than sufficient for a prince, 
economical from principle and custom, as well 
as from delicacy, a number of ruined emigriants 
flocked to Russia to share them. The duration 
of this prosperous adversity, however, was not- 
long. The generous but weak Kniperor, misled 
by republican intriguers, suddenly changed his 
conduct, and, adopting the ignoble sentiments of 
his new ignoble friend Buonaparte, sent the" 
King, whom he had acknowledged and invited 
to hia dominions, <w*d^r^ to leave the Russian 
territory within a week. Three n)onths pt^vlous 
to this. Order, the payment of the usual pension 
had been withheld; Louis XVIIF. and all the 
Frenchmen at Mittaii were, therefore, reduced 
to the greatest distress, because they had all been 
ordered to depart with their King. 

Thus siuiated, his Majesty informed the 
Duchess of Angoule^me of his determination " to 
quit within twehty-four hours a country, where 
insult and humiliation had taken the place of 
hospitality ; and that as he had not the means 
to travel as he had formerly done, and the little 
that he possessed was necessary for the assistance 

of 
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of those of bis i ubjecU who had acaNnpanicd 
hinii he would the next day, on foot, leavs . 
Mittau, and shew the unfortunate emigrants an 
example how to support misfortunes 1 , 

At her marrlagei her Royal Highness had 
received from her fir§t cousins, the Emperor and 
Empress of Germany, a valuable ecritiy or jewel- 
box: without mentioning to any body her intea* 
tion/ she sent for some Jews, and obtained upon 
these jewels a sum of money, sufficient not only 
for her uncle's travelling expenses, but to pro- 
vide for the present wants of her countrj'nien at 
^ittau. When her uncle, the next morning, 
foimd out ti)is generous act, the tears of all re- 
lieved Frenchmen told this Prince, that by press- 
ing his niece to his bosom, he should reward 
instead of resenting, the first act of her life which 
she ever concealed from him. This young Prin- 
cess had, in tiie dungeons of the Temple, early 
learned to know the little value of cither jewels, 
rank, or life, as well as the real duty/of huma- 
nity, and the worth of undeserved wretchedness. 

Three days prior to the marriage of the 

Duchess of Angouleme, another princess of her 

family, scattered by the storms of the revolution, 

died atTriesi. Hct graud-auiitSj when they left 

1 France, 
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France, had retired to Rome, and from Rome 
to Naples. Still followed by the assassins of 
their race, after llie invasion of Napleathey had 
sailed for Corfu, wlujnce ihcy liad proceeded to 
T<ri<!6,tey where the eldest of these PrinccHes «nded 
her life. The other went to Vienna, and ex- 
pired riicrc in exile two years afterwards. Six 
Bourbons have within some few years perished 
by violent deaths in France, and the Countess 
d'Artois died lately in Carinthia, preceded by 
her .sistjL'r-in-law the Queen of Sardiniai who 
died at Rome. The other surviving Jiourhonfi 
arc dispersed in diOcrent and distant counttics. 
Some reside in England, sonic in Spain,. some in 
Germany, in Poland, and u\ Russia. They are al[ 
equally proscribed and equally unfortunate, and 
would cease to. exist the day hospitality refus(,d 
thcni a home, or generosity a support. 

Let private individuals cast their eyes i\\U)ix 
these descendants of St. Louis, and they will, 
m'iih reason, bless> Heaven for having placed thetn 
ill their birth far from greatness. 
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THB IMPERIAL 

PRINCESS LET*. BUONJTARTEy 

THB MOTHBB OF THB BU0NAPABTB5. 



IT is no eomnion fortune tbat bas changed 
a mistress of one of the governors of the King 
of France into a mother of an Emperor of the 
J*rench ; and transformed an obscure, poor, and 
guilty Corsican aduhress into a conspicuous and 
wealthy French Imperial Princess. Such a sur- 
prising occurrence, is another evidence of the im- 
morality of our age, of the pervefsity and de- 
gradation of republican Frenchmen, and of the 
selfish and dangerous policy of many continental 
cabinets. What hereditary rank can hereafter 
pretend to respect ; what virtue hope for re- 
wards; what honour expect distinction; what 
talents advancement ; and wh;it eminence con- 
sideration or admiration ? In a time when the 
highest authority is seized, saluted axid revered ia 

the 
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the greatest ef criminals, who with audacity. and 
knpunity elevates native meanness; bestows 
titles on corruption and vilcncss, and surrounds 
an imperial throne with the dregs of society ; 
what encouragement has honesty, what support^ 
vfhM consolaliox^ has loyalty, and wh^t 4rdad has 
rebellion and infamy ? There is no gaol in thrf" 
universe that could not furnish a purer Emperor 
than Napoleone the Firsts iind no house of cor- 
rection^ no brothel can be discovered in the 
world, from which might not be dragged forward 
a more innocmi Empress that) Josephine, and a 
mere innocent and worthier Imperial Princess than 
Letitia Buonaparte, and the other Imperisd Priii^ 
cesses of the same vile race. 

In a former publication * have already been 
related all the particulars that could be collected 
of I^titia Raniolini, the widow of the Corsican 
Carlo Buonaparte ; of h^rfaux pas before, and 
her adultery after her marriage ; of her igno- 
rance, poverty, bigotry, and superstition 5 that alt 
her sons were brought up to figure in iniquity, 
and aU her daughters to polkite even prostitution. 
This sketch therefore contains only bgme anec- 

• Sec the Revolutionary Plutarch, vol. ii.-p. 156 ct scq, 
third edition. 
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dotes of the first twelve months of the life of her 
Imperial Highness the I^incess Letitia Buona- 
parte. 

. When Napoleone had determined to place an 
Imperial diadem on his guilty head, tbouah he 
Y as certain of the submission of his slavish sena- 
tors, Icgisiatorsj and tribune?, he feared some ex- 
plosion, or at lea^t some resistance, from Mo- 
rcau, Le Courbe, and other discontented gene- 
rals ; and therefore, under different pretences, 
sent his nearest and dearest relatives either abroad, 
or into the provinces on the frontiers, to wait 
quietly there for the issue. To his brother Joseph 
be gave a commission in the army on the coast, 
and made him president of the Electoral College 
at Brussels ; Lucien had already retired to Italy 
In disgrace, on account of his marriage with an 
honest woman who was no pri-ncess ; and Loui« 
was made president of the Electoral College aJt 
Turin ; Jerome was wantlering for pleasure on 
the other side of the Atlantic; and his sisters 
tru veiling for their health on the other side of 
the Alps. The cause of these measures of safety 
vas easily perceivtd and peiutrated into^- evea 
by the Cori>itan's French subjects ; he could 
Xbcrcfore, without aJ.ding dcccpiion to suspieioa 

and 
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and fear, send his dear mother to Italy. 'But 
thinking, no doubt, that those who in such^ 
cowardly n^anner had reiiouiiced tlieir libcrlj'*^ 
could not have much sense left, 5ind that they 
would easily be Induced to adopt as realities evea 
the greatest absurdities and invprobabiJities, he 
exiled his mother to Rome f and his pensioners 
and spies disseminated, that this dui if ul act df 
her affeciionate son, was a punishment for her 
disobediencem not opposing with vigour her other 
son, Locien Buonaparte's vmprbper marriage. It 
also told his favourites and courtiers to be upon 
thcic guard, not to incur the displeasure of ade^ 
pot whose seventy did not spar£ even those most 
beloved by him » ' 

Duriiig her journiey to and in Italy, Madame 
Letitia was attended by a numerous snite in sii^ 
carriages, and an escort of twenty-five guides. 
Her manner of travelling from Paris in i8o4» 
forms a curious contrast to her manner of tra- 
velling to that capital in 1794: at that period 
she had taken only three places for herself and 
five of her children in the- waggon fxom Toulon 
to Paris, so that when three of her party wcr,c 

* Sec Bulletin Imperial, &c, p. zzo* 

F 3 * riding,. 
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riding, the other three were waHcing; and not-- 
withstanding this economy > when arrived at her 
destination^ the clerk at the waggon-oflBce de* 
tained her and her children's bundle of clothes^ 
she being unable to pay thirty Kvres,. il. ss, due 
for her journey. In i*8oi|, she was addressed 
and complimented every where, lodged in cha^ 
teaus or palaces, and feasted by governors, gene- 
rals, and prefects. In 17949 she was suspected, 
from her colotir, of being a wandering gypsey^ 
sto]f)ped and insulted in every villagCj often lodged 
in prisons, or half-starving with her children 'm 
the receptacles for the lowest vagabondar. Thft 
cannons of the Fort St. Angelo announced, ia 
1804, her arrival at Rome; where, after. being, 
hailed by cardinals, she fraternised wit'h a pope,, 
•dined with princes, and slept in a princely hotet 
fitted up for -her reception. Different indeed 
was her modest entry at Paris in 1794.: after 
being detained and stript at the waggon-oificet^ 
she was for hours repulsed, and refused abetter 
in garrets and in cellars, and would probably 
have passed the night in the street, had notthe^ 
pretty eyes of her daughters inspired charitable 
sentiments in the bosom of a national officer 
on dut^ in a guard- bouse near the Palai^ Royal, 

where 
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f 

where be allowed them to share a part of bid- 
fupper, aod of the straw tipon which he re« 
posed ♦. 

After violence, treachery, and crueUy had de* 
fivered into Buonaparte's hands the Duke of 
Enghien,. Pichegru, Georges^ and Moreau, and 
ibe three former had been murdered^ and the 
latter disgraced, terror silenced discontent, des* 
potism bamshed'oppositiou, and tyranny crushed' 
patriotism ; and no person in France dared mur« 
mur, much less comp)ain,<at the death-blow given 
to the rights of subjects^ as well as to the prero-^ 
gatives of legitimate sovereigns, by the Corsicaxt 
Napoleone the First proclaiming himself Em«^ 
peror of the Ftench.. To organize this abomi* 
liable usurpation, and to effect both a religious 
ind political revolution, the succours of the Pope 
were necessary. To delude this pontiff, whose 
mental and corporeal weakness are not inferior to 
his spiritual power, could not be a very difficult 
task, since all bis cardinals and counsellors were 
bribed,^ and all his favourites and relatives pur« 
chased. The newly created Imperial. Highness 
Letitia was, however, charged by her son to em* 
ploy her pious zeal in this affair. 

* See Bulletin Imperial^ &C\ p. Z9$ and 297* 

F4 Devout 
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Devottt from icHencss and habH, more than 
from sincerity and conviction, being above the 
age of temptation; cbr»ritable because she had 
h'iore money than she wanted, and not because 
she had herself been poor ;' and di(iidcnt, not 
from mbJesly, but from knowing Iverown inca- 
pacity mid origin ; her conduct at Rome, from 
not being searched through, had not only been 
"considered as prudent, but edifying, and had oftea 
obtained the applause of Pius VI L She never 
missed a religious ceremony, matins, masses, ves- 
pers, or processions j and her brother, Cardinal 
Fesch, took care that her pi6ty should not pass 
unnoticed. She was never refused any private au- 
diences of the Pope when she demanded them, and 
he always listened to her conversation not onlyr 
without suspicion, but with pleasure. He had 
presented her with relics of the most famous 
Saints of Rome; she received his blessing when 
with him, and his prayers accompanied her when 
absent* He had for her sake condescended to 
consecrate with his own hands not onty a double 
velvet helmet she had made for Napoleone, but 
some part of her own, and of all her other chil- 
dren's, wearing appareh His Holiness had himself^ 
during her first six weeks residence in his capital, 

given 
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given her four general absointiond of allher sins; 
and in a secret bull, written with the miraculous 
blood of martyrs, absolved Napolcone as a rene- 
gade fron\all hi& sins of apostacy, as a rebel from 
his sins of perjury*, and as an assassin from the 
sins of all deeds of murder. 

To augment with his mother the number- of 
his emissaries round the Pope, was therefore not a 
bad speculation of the revolutionary Emperor, 
And indeed, if report be true, after his Holiness- 
had repulsed the unanimous council of the Sacred 
College, he could not feel strength enough to re- 
sist the devout supplication of Madame Letilia,, 
who alone, by her influence, occasioned the Pope's 
sacrilegious journey to Paris,^ where she, at her 
pcturn, on her first interview with Napolcone,. 
in reward for the service she had rendered him, 
was kicked out of the room, because she dared to 
implore his forgiveness, and a.sk for his reconci- 
liation with his brothers Lucien and Jerome *. 

The allowance of this revolutionary Princess 
amounts now to six millions of livres a year 
(250,000/.). Her jewels and diamonds are 
valued at four millions of livres (i 70,000/.) • 

* See Lc Voyagcur Italien, Palermo, 1804, voK iv. p. 46 
4ad 47. 
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Her plate, china, vases^ 9nd pictures are estihiated 
at two millions and a half of Irvres (loo^coo/.). 
She is lodged gratis in the Imperial palaces; and 
one hundred and &fty persons, including fouc 
confes!Sors> are attached to her household *• 

* See Bulletin Imperial, &c. p. 302, and Les.Noavelles k 1^- 
Main, Gcxmixialj yeaz ziii. No. Ui. p. 6, in the note. 
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HER IMPERIAL HIGHNESS 

JPRINCESS JOS. BUONAPARTE.^ 



MARIA JoLiA Clary, daughter of a 
chandler in a village in the south of France, 
was, at the age of seventeen, on the a4th of 
September 1794, married to the then clerk of 
a pettifogging attorney, Napoleone Joseph Buo- 
naparte, at present an Imperial Highness, a 
Grand Elector of the French Empire, a Grand 
Officer of the Legion of Honour, &c. &c«. 
with a revenue of ten millions- of livres, or 
420,000/. 

The Princess Joseph had in her youth many 
admirers, and Prince Joseph, during his court- 
ship, many rivals. In her naitive village the Prin- 
cess was an heiress. An uncle, who had been a 
sailor, had, at his death, bequeathed to her all his 
property^ amounting to six hundred livres (25Z.)* 

F.6 No 
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No wonder, therefore, if all the beaus of the 
neighbourhood were enamoured, and striving 
who should 'be foremost, at the same tiine to 
seize a treasure, and to possess so many charms« 
Among the principal Iovcfs, with whom his 
Irrrperial; Highness Prince Joseph the Grand 
Elector had to contend for his Imperial consorj^ 
a master chimney-sweeper, a mastfer barber, and 
' a journeyman tailor, presented themselves. Al- 
though the lowest, thejourueynaan tailbr was not 
the least dangerous rival. He liad made Made- 
moiselle Clary a great-coat which fitted. her so 
well, that it excited the envy of all the other vil- 
lage lelles; and she, in return, at theSundayfour- 
sous, or twopenny balls, at the inn of ihe Grand 
Monarque, seemed to prefer romping and dancing 
with her journeyn^an tailor rather than with 
Prince Joseph, To get rid of him by force, his 
Imperial Highness dared not attempt, having air. 
ready experienced the stpeugth of his fist j he 
resorted therefore to stratagem, A Captain of a 
recruiting party had for some days established his 
head-quarters in the vicinity. This ofiicer hap- 
pened to be a'friend of the then sans-culotte Co* 
lonel Napoleone Buonaparte, and was applied tQ%^ 

The 



PRINCESS JOSEPH BUONAPARTE, to^ 

The register of the parish being destroyed, the 
joumeymati tailor was unable to prove his-age^. 
and was therefore claimed by the Captain as a 
conscripti and as such| nolwilhstanding the op«* 
position of the municipality, carried off, and 
marched to join the arm-y of the Pyrenees •.. 

This act of vigour terrified the barber, whoj 
being of the same age with the tailor, immediately 
decamped. The sweep still bravely kept the field, 
and continued hi» courtship, until the fair ob» 
ject of his affection had fixed on the next decade 
(the republican- holiday) as the day on which her 
nuptials with Pri«ce Joseph wer^ to be cele- 
brated at the municipality,, and her union sane* 
tioned by the reputable mayor of the village, a 
learned schoolmaster, though he understood 
neither Latin nor Greek. The marriage-contract 
of their In^erial Highnesses was witnessed and 
signed hy the bride's father and mother, or ra« 
ther they put their mark, not being able to write 
or read, as did two maternal uncles, Citizens 
Timoihee Galliard, a wooden shoe maker (saho" 
iicrjf and Francois Galliard, a groom. An cle^ 

♦ See Bulletin Imiciial, &c, p. 175. 
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No wonder, therefore, if all the beaus of the 
neighbourhood were enamoured, and striving 
who should 'be foremost, at the same time to 
seize a treasure, and to possess so many charms. 
Among the principal Iovcfs, with whom his 
Irrrperial; Highness Prince Joseph the Grand 
Elector had to contend for his Imperial consorj, 
a master chimney-sweeper, a mastfcr barber, and 
' a journeyman tailor, presented themselves. Al- 
though the lowest, thcjourueyraan tailbr was not 
the least dangerous rival. He Iiad made Made- 
moiselle Clary a great-coat which fitted her so 
well, that it excited the envy of all the other vil- 
lage lelles'f and she, in return, at the Sunday four- 
sous, or twopenny balls, at the inn of ihe Grand 
Monarque, seemed to prefer romping and dancing 
with her journeyniaji tailor rather than with 
prince Joseph. To get rid of him by force, his 
Imperial Highness dared not attempt, having air. 
ready experienced the stnength of his fist; he 
resorted therefore to stratagem, A Captain of a 
recruiting party had for some days established his 
head-quarters in the vicinity. This oflScer hap* 
pened to be a^friend of the then sans-culotte Co* 
lonel Napolcone Buonaparte, and was applied toj" 

The 
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the devotee^ u'hh an example of scandal. Alt 
partiqs exerted their tongues, and whilst the fa>« 
ther was proud of a son m so short a time, they 
pretended ai^ disseminated, that he resembled 
the tailor, the barber, and even the sweep, more 
than Joseph Buonaparte. In a week this hope 
of the family died ; and from that period until 
iSoi the Princess had no children y and as the 
visits of Eugenius de Beauharnois bad become 
very frequent at bis uncle*s, during 1800, cQ'* 
hifany ascribed to his presence the £4)pearance 
of one daughter on* the Sth of July i8ci, and 
another on the 31st of October 1^02 *. 

It was in 1796 that the Princess Joseph was^ 
for the first time, introduced into the revo* 
Kitionary court circles of the Directory ; but 
idle attention paid her by the Director Barra$ 
pccasi<Mied her journey to Italy in 1797, when, 
after the p^ace of Campo Formic, her husband 
iad been i^>minated an ambassador to the Court 
si Rome. Having succeeded in his mission ta 
dethrone and imprison a respectable Pontiflf, and 
lo oigaoi^e i^ the name of liberty and equality^ 



IkOle^ Ifflj^nal^ ^rc. p. i8c, and Le3 Nouvelles k la 
Ifais, Vendemaire, year zi. No. i> p- 7. 
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gont wedding ball was bespoken at>tbe ian of 
the Grand Monarqpje for twelve livret (tea shil-* 
lings), including music and twelve bottles of wine^. 
at three sous (three halfpence) a bottle* There 
the new-married couple and their relations and- 
friends continued to. dance * until next mornings 
when Monsieur and Madame Clary gave tfae- 
signal of retreat ♦; 

Thus his Imperial Highness Prince Joseph be- 
gan his matrimonial career with triumph andi 
glory ^ Keen observers-predicted thence, that the 
able politician, who, in a love affair of such con- 
sequence, had been clever enough to defeat, the 
conspiracies and plans of his powerful ri>vals- 
and carry his point, would certainly in state af- 
fairs, one day prove himst;lf to be the first oego-- 
tiator in the world, overthrow the eon^mon e|»«- 
forts of the enemies of the French. Republic, and - 
counterbalance the intrigues of neutrals^ and tbe.^ 
jealousy of allies. 

Six months after their marriage, her Imperial 
Highness presented her husband ^\3ix a lEoaand 
heir ; the gossips of her village with aaobject of • 
slander ; the prudes with a subject of malace, and 

f See Bulletin Imperial, &c. p, x 77,. 179^. 



rri THE FEaiALE PLUTARCH. 

the worst of all tyrannies, that of a sovereign . 
mob^ he went back to Paris with hi* wife, and?. 
settled there, . being elected a Deputy in the 
Council of Five Hundred. When Napoleonc 
had seized on the throne of the Bourbons, he 
appointed Joseph a Counsellor of State, and 
gave to the Princess Joseph, in December 1799, 
as a Christmas-box, the elegant hotel she oc-* 
cupics, upon condition that she should improve 
her education *. 

Before that time her Imperial Highness Icnevv 
very well how to knit and mend stockings, how 
to work and get up linen, how to starch and 
bleach, how to cook and preserve, how to brush 
and scout; but she was entirely unacquainted 
with those petty acquirements---that agreeable 
littleness — those vicious frivolities — that studied, 
meanness, which were intendetl to constitute at 
the revolutionary Imperial Court good breeding . 
and haiit ton. Madame Napoleonc was therefore 
ordered to spare her teacher of languages, a writh- 
ing and a dancing master, a master of ceremo^ 
nies, a*co'effeur, and a governess. Such were the, 

» 

* See Bulletin Imperial, &c. p. 183, and La. Saiot Families . 
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assiduity and appJicalion of Princess Joseph, that 
within three months the good-natured Empress 
Josephine began fc think that she had done too 
much for her sister-in-law, and therefore re- 
called all the teachers she had lent her^ But 
the change boih in her gait and manner evinced 
that she had already learned enough, and gained 
the admiration of all the re votutiojiary courtiers 
in the palace of the Thuilleries. Before tbat^ 
she was ralher awkward (by courtesy called ' 
timid), and inclined to devotion (called by- 
courtesy, simplicity) 5 now she is the >very re- 
verse — as free, as easy, as bold, as daring, and 
as gallant as Josephine, or any other of her 
iisters-in-law. It was even shortly afterwards 
ivbispered, that during her husband's absence 
at Luneville and Amiens, she continued to tak^ 
every night at Montfontaine, the private lessoni 
of her dancing-master I so much so, thajt Prince 
Josq^h, ironi motives of gratittide no doubt^ 
demanded, in (he summer 1802, an order from 
Napoleone for sending this active citizen to 
Cayenne, with the exclusive privilege of continu- 
ing duringhis life, an exclusive dancing-master 

of 



114 THE FEMALB PLUTARCH; 

•f honour to air transported perisons of both sc 
in that colony ♦. 

The Princess Joseph^ with'^er deep, cunni 
^ reserved, and truly Corsican husband, sees i 
little other society but those of his family. I 
lives, however, in greai splendour, both tX 
eountry-seat, Montfontaine,. and in her bote 
Paris* Her private and annual aHowance fi 
the Eroperor amounts to three millions of li^ 
(i25,cooi.)- Her jewels and diamonds are val 
gt two millions; and her plate, china, andpictu 
at one million and a balf*^ A bUbop is her air 
WT$ and iwo grand vicars her chaplains. I 
dame Girardin (the ci'devant Marchioness' 
her lady in watting, and' Madame De39c 
Madame Dupuy, and Madame Miot^ are 
maids of honour. The Senator Jaucour is 
j6r8t chamberlain, and the Counsellor of S 
Dumas her second chamberlain. The Tribu 
ci-devant Marquis Girardin,, is her master 
horse, and the Colonels Cavaignac and Lafo 
Blaniac her equerries.^ The Tribune Villot I 
vilk is her secretary, and Mr* James^ the ste^A 

* See BuUetin Imi»erial> .&e. p. 185*. 
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^ of her household^ to which, besides, sixty- two 
other persons are attached *• 

* Bulletin Imperial, p. 190. In a note it h stated^ thai th« 
Prince and Princess Joseph Buonaparte were re-married hf 
the Pope on the 9th of January 1805^ having never' before re* 
ccived the nuptial benediaion from the handi of a clergyman, 
but had, according to the republican Uwt| b«cB only united 
by the o6lceri of ihe mttAiCtpa}lty«. 
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Ttnc former wifo of Lucicn Bisonapartf^ 
whom lie murricd ngainit the consent of her 
parcntdi when a cUrk to a itorc-keec^ri waii iht 
daughter of a petty innkeeper at St. Maximin, A 
villngc in the loiuh of Prance, tier portion was 
one hundred Louii d'orfj^ Ajtfge lum for a citi* 
2cn i.ins culottCf with » lalary of lix hundred* 
]tvrci(25/. only)« In the summer of 180O9 whei^ 
a m'miitcr of the home dcpnrtmenti poaieasing fti 
fortimc of fifteen milliond of iivrca (625|OOo/.)9. 
hv pnurntcd her nomc icc-crcnm, which ahe ato^. 
and died. Thnt ihc had ttwallowcd poiaoi^ he? 
brother, rrlniionK, nnd all Parii proclaimed. 
The motive for thin net of barbarityi propoacd 
and encouraged by Napoleone Uuonopartet waa 
a Uopa of marrying into Home princely family^ 

whea. 
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when any foreign princess could yvith safety b« 
put in requisition for such a match *. 

In expectation of such an event, the First 
Consul gave his brother all possible opportunitieai 
of enriching himself; among others ihe lucrative 
mission to Spain, in order to sell the kingdom 
of Ftfp^-'d ; and to Portugal, to extort a consi- 
derable sum for the purchase of a peaOe. By^ 
these means, and by selling his protection in (h^ 
interior, to emigrants and to state creditors, his 
wealth increased within tJiree years to forty (bur 
millions of livres, or nearly two millions ster* 
ling t. 

As fortune continued to favour Napoleone's 
ambitious views and unbounded ambition, his 
hope of forming alliances with sovereign Ii04.i€e8 
increased, (t is said that he had fixed on a young 
Princess of Baden (who afterwards suddenly 
married a Prince of Brunswick), a sister of the 
Empress of Russia, of the Queen of Sweden, 
and of the Electress of Bavaria, as a future sister* 
in-law, when Lucien, consulting his own feeU 
iogs more than policy or prudence, disappointed 

♦ Lcs Nouvelles a la Main, Vendcmairc, an ix. No. Zj 
f 9. Bulletin Imperial^ 3cc. p.ji.i. 
f lilcm, p. 31^. 
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all the hopes of the Buonapartes, by marr)'ing 
the young and rich widow of an army contractor^ 
whom the revoluliLni found a starving porter^ 
and who died in i8oa worth eighteen millions 

of livres (750,000/.) • . • j 

Napoleone is indebted to his brother Lncifen'ff 
presence of mind for his possession of t!>iw^^;'Qae^ 
of the Bourbons ; for when on the ^ih of No-* 
venibcr 1799^ Arena and other Deputies of the 
Council of Five Hundred, in the sitting at St. 
Cloud, shewed their daggers, and demanded a 
decree of outlawry against the usurper, Buona- 
parte lost all recollection, and was, trembling' 
retreating out of the halK At that critical mo<- 
jiient Lucien, who was the President of the 
Council, called to the grenadiers not to desert, 
or suffer their general to be insulted* This ap- 
peal decided the fate of Napoleone and of France* 
The very grenadiers, who were ready to dispatch 
their commander as an outlaw, turned their bay- 
onets against the representatives of the people 
as against conspirators. 

After this event it cannot be surprising that Lii« 
cien obtained great influence in his brother's go^ 
vernment, and that he supposed that sentiments 
of gratitude, more than ties of consanguinity, 

bound 
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1>ound Iris brother to him for life. But perhaps 
'the Emperor Napolenne thought ihe obligation 
of the 'First Consul Buonaparte loo heavy, and 
Iberefore sought an occasion to rrd himself of 
and disgrace a benefactor, for whose services he 
blushed as blemishes^ or hated them as reproach^ 
fuL Whatever were the motives that determined 
Napoleone's behaviour, certain it is, that no 
iponer did he hear of Lucien's marriage, thant 
be refnsed to acknowledge Madame Lucicn as a 
fisttr-m'law, and forbade her the court. The 
priest who had married them was transported to 
Cayenne; his sister the Princess of Santa Cpuee^ 
tnd her husband, wiio had been present at the 
wedding, wert banished to Italy; five senatorsy 
' three tribunes, and three generals, ^ho had aW 
signed the marriage-contract, and witfiessed the 
reciprocal settlements of the bride and bride- 
groom, lost their places, and were exiled forty 
leagues from Paris. The notary by whom these 
lets bad been deposited, after being confined iu 
the Temple, was deprived of his offices, ordered 
to reside at Angers, and under pain of death to 
come no more to Paris, or transact 'business in» 
ihe country *• 

• Let Noufcltefi It Mftid) Vcndemtire, an Ix. p. ^ BuU 
Iciifl Imperial^ ^c. p> 3 1 7. 
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This cclat convinced Lucien that his broth 
W4is highly irritati.'d, hut he did not expect tb 
he was irrcconcifablc. He therefore, wrote hii 
several letters, expostulating with moderation c 
the Emperor's unkindness to himself and' h 
friends. To these he received no answer, bi 
a verbal order by the prefect of the palace, Dt 
roc, not to troubleNapoltone with his correspond 
cnce, as his letters would remain unopenc< 
The same evening Lucien, who now saw h 
brothers intention, nished hastily through 
private back-door to which he had the key, in< 
the Imperial closet, and drawiiig a pi«toI froi 
his pocket, after pointing it at his brother 
head, pulkd the trigger, but it missed fin 
His presence so much astonished NapoleoiM 
that he did not call for assii>tanee before aoothc 
pistol^ pointed at his head had also missed fire. H 
then rang a bell, and two of his aides-de-camp 
Savary and Rapp, entered, and to them he dc 
livered up Lucien as a prisoner* with orders tn 
carry him to the Temple immediately, and t< 
have him tried the next day as a regicide conspi* 
rator. To prevent the interference of his mo- 
ther, brothers, or sisters, in behalf of the cri- 
minai^ they were excluded from hift presenci 

unti 
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until the sentence of the Military Commission 
was carried into execution. 

In this dilemma, all the other Buonapartes as- 
sembled^ and wrote an united petition to Napo- 
leone. It' was presented to him by his favourite 
Mameluke^ Rostan, who, though he was igno- 
rant of it^ contents, was put under arrest for 
delivering it. Another petition, still more pa- 
thetic, was then written, to be laid by his bed- 
side ; but all his pages and chamberlains refused 
to place it there. None of the Buonapartes but * 
Napoleone went to bed that night, all being up 
contriving how to save Lucien, but in vain. It 
was near the hour when the Military Commission 
was to assembjc, before any resolution was agreed 
on. Madame Louis Buonaparte then took upon 
herself to write, in the name of the Emperor, 
an Older to dissolve the Commission, and to re- , 
store Lucien to. liberty. But no sooner had she 
ligiled Napoleone's name, than from terror she 
fell into fits ; and as her life was in danger, Ge- 
neral Murat informed him of it, without men- 
tioning what had caused this sudden indisposi* 
tion. The Emperor flew in an instant to the 
hotel of his dearest beloved daughter-in-law,^ 
conjured her to calm herself, and promised for 

A^oL. III. o • her 
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her sake not only to pardon ,Lucien, but to per- 
mit him to retire and live in Italy with all his 
property. This his wife thought a fit moment 
to avow her daughter's fiiuk.* After a silence of 
some Qionicnts, during which his agitation wai) 
vii^hle, he at last stammered out, as ii^ a rage, 
*^ You have taken the advantage of my vveaL- 
ness. For this time I forgive you 5 but even 
this head shall tumble under the axe of the 
guillotine,"' said he, touching the head of Ma- 
dame Louis, *^ if I hear of such an unpardonable 
audacity a second time*." 

The next day Lucien received a pass for him- 
self and his wife for Milan, but he could not ob- 
tain an audience, though he desired it to take 
place in the presence of his mother and his bro- 
ther Joseph. He therefore set out (or Italy, 
"Where' he bought several estates for ready mo- 
. ney, and exchanged his estates in France for 
others. Until thpSenatus Consulius of the x8th 
May 1804 was published, when he saw himself 
excluded not only from all hope of succeeding to 
the throne, but even. from the rank of an Imperial 
JJigbness, he remained quiet, and lived retired. 

• •■ 

"^ Bulh: tin Imperial, vVc. p. 3S<5>33*' 

But 
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But aftef he was informed of it, he disposed ^f 
th^ greater part of his Italian property for bills 
of exchange on Hamburgh and London ; and 
it is supposed that he has, under a .fictitious 
name, money to an immense amount in the 
£lnglisb funds* After this measure of precau- 
tion, he wrote to his brother Napoleone the fair 
lowing letter : . . • 

*' Rimifii} June 2(1, 1804. 

«' You cannot possibly think me such a fool 
as to suppose that my marriage with an honest 
and respectable woman, though of no high birth, 
occasioned your late ungrateful and furious cpn- 
duct. No ! you, as well as myself, must re* 
member who we were by birth, who our owa 
mother is, and who were our father and grand- 
parents. No ! you wanted to degrade, to mur- 
der, the benefactor you had insulted. You 
knew also, that I was master of the birth 
and exit of the first and noble Madame Napo- 
leonc^ ; and that it was impossible for me to ac- 
cept of a wife from your hands — already stained 

♦ Bulletin Impf rial, &x. p. 386. In the note it is stated, that 
the autlior had been unable to find out who this first Madame 
Kapolr(>nc was, and the «ociet of her exit. 
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inxh the Wood of your own wife, and that put the 
poison into/ my hands which made me a'widower. 
I was too weH acquainted with your cruel dispo* 
sttion^ without so much scandalous behaviour^ 
to' attempt, after your threats; to reside nearyou^ 
and expos<6 my wife to the strlcttoes of yowr bra- 
V0C8, or the' draughts of your othet- "accohipHbts* 
Had you, even after the first e.tp!6sion, con- 
sented to a reconciliation^. I should, notwith* 
standing, have dreaded the treachery and fero- 
city of your dark and bll'barotis heart, and re- 
sided" at a distance ffom' you, bad I deferred to 
fre'ftibvfe the objiect of lAyjust fear. 

'*^ A patricide and liberticide has no parents, 
no relations, and no country. He is outlawied 
by the law of Nature as well as by the law of 
nations. Every body has a right, and is com- 
manded by self-defence, to purge the earth of a 
monster, dishonouring and vilifying its species. 
Had my attempt on your life succeeded, I should 
have been bailed as a Brutus, instead of beings 
arraigned as a fratricide. Mankind, however, 
was ignorant of the real cause that put the bul- 
lets in my pistols. 

** I had long in my own mind resolved lo re- 
duce to dust the pagan idd I hkd erected. Yti \ 

you 
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you know that the first day of your Consulate' 
would have been the last, had not my misguided. 
affection commiserated the pale ^nd trembling, 
conspirator, and preserved a cowardly impostor 
from the national vengeance. I repented of niy 
work very soon indeed ; because I very soon 
observed that all liberal ideas of liberty, genero^ 
sity, and humanity, were excluded from your 
despotic, depraved, and unfeeling bosom. I 
was, however, until lately, weak enough to ex« 
pect an amendment; but every public and' p^i-- 
vate transaction of yours, during these last two 
years, convinced me finally that my expectation, 
would be vain» Then my duty as a, citizen, as 
a patriot, and aft a philosopher, calkd on me tp^ 
annihilate tyranny, by destroying the tyrant. ,m 

<< The late Senatus ConsuHiis of your base ajocli 
slavish Senate, in making the distance between} 
you and me — a tyrant and a patriot*— so immea^ 
surabLe, will reconcile me to all friends of reaj^ 
liberty ; and present and future generations, in 
Gursing you and your memory^ will bless me, 
and mine, only for having intended to punish 
you. 

** But tremble, tyrant I Though I am absent,. 
near your own person, among your own guards, 

G 3 among 
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among your own courtiers, in your own palace, 
the avenger of violated freedom, of outraged 
humanity, and of oppressed natioixs, resides. 
lie accompanies you as your shade. Depend 
upon it, your tyranny is at an end the moment 
you least expect it. Perhaps even at this instant 
you reign no more — you have reigned." 

IrJs said that this letter was stopped by Ma- 
dame Buonaparte the mother, and never reached 
Napo^eone ; but copies of it were circulated by 
Lucien and his adherents, both in Italy and 
Prance, at Milan and at Paris*. 

At the same time that Lucien wrote thus to his 
Imperial brother, he sent a confidential person 
to Warsaw with another letter to Louis XVIIL 
, wherein he offered his Sovereign ** all his riches, 
his influence, and his arm ; with the influence 
and arms of his numerous friends; all ready to 
sacrifice themselves with him for the restoration 
of their legitimate King to the throne of his 
ancestors." He protested " that his brother 
had solemnly declared, on the 7th of November 
1799, ^^ ^^^ presence of himself, Talleyrand, 

* Bulletia Imperial, &c. p. 340, 341 ; and le Vcyageur 
ItaUen, vol. iv. p. 22, 23. 

Volney, 
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Volney, Roederer, Moreau, M'Dbnald^ Murat, 
and Lasnes^ that he would only kee'p the su- 
preme authority, could he obtain it, until a fit! 
occasion offered itself to restore it to its lawful 
owner with safety to all parties. From that pe- 
riod until his return from the battle of Mafengo, 
He had frequently held the same language. It 
was onlv after that evciit that he evinced an in- 
tentionof establishing his usurpation for himself 
oh a permanent footing," &c. To this tardy and' 
selfish repentance, the King of France could not 
listen) nor was any notice taken, cither' of the 
litter or the riiesseriger*. 
' By his ill-acqiiired wealth, and politicaf hospi- 
tality, Lucien however gained many part'izans* 
in Piedmont, in Lombardy, and in the Papal 
territory. Holding himself ou,t as a deliverer,' 
all persons suffering from, or detesting the Re- 
volution, 6t wishing to break the yoke under' 
which they groaned, were assiduous in paying" 
their devoirs to him. Watched as he was by 
His brother*s spies, these manoeuvred could not 
retuain unnoticed or escape suspicion. His mo- 
ther warned him, by coinmandy io cease his* ma- 

* Bulletin Imperial, &c. p. 343. 
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cbinations^ but without effect. On the 19th of 
October 1804, his house near Rimini was there- 
fore surrounded by the staff officers of General 
,IourJan*s army. By this general he was arrestedj 
and carried under safe escort a prisoner to the 
citadel of Mantua, where he was delivered up 
to its commander. General Mainoni^ who, on 
his own head^ was to answer for his confinement. 
When the Pope in the following month arrived 
at Fontainbleau, the first favour he asked the 
]Lmperor^ according to Madame Buonaparte^ 
the mother's instructions, was the liberty of Lu* 
cien, and a permission for him and his wife and 
children to reside at a retired country-seat in 
the Ecclesiastical States, To ^his Napoleone con*. 
sented with repugnance and bad grace; and only 
on condition that his brother should see few stran* 
gers, keep up no correspondence, and bind him- 
self never more to visit the territories of the 
French and Italian Republics*. 

During her husband's imprisonment Madame 
Lucien was closely guarded in her own room by 
some gens d'armes d'Elite. For fear of being 
poisoned, her children's and her own nutriment 

* LcVoyagcur Italien^ vol. iv. p. 25. 

consisted 
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consisted only of vegetables, eggs, mitk^ ancF 
biscuits: bakcdr with her own hand^, and of flour 
ground by her servants in her presence. As she 
Ittslly considers her apprehensions still the same, 
sbe continues to follow the same diet^ notwith- 
s^apding het husband*s dissuasions, who fears it 
isapjurious-to her constitution* By her forn>er 
l^usband sh^ had two childceni who are stiU« 
aUve; and since her* present marriage she has«> 
ktpOi delivered of two sons,., baptized, according 
tQ Lucien's orders, Julius Brutus, and Juniu9< 
Bf uMis *i 

Ii;i Ma^dx. 1 8o5i Madame Lucien ]^uonaparte> 
iicaa auspirisfid by aa unexpected visit from iluge^ 
m)l«.de£eauhatnois,. oa a day when her husbaudv 
i^dabaent, on a hunting party. with: two neigh*^' 
bearing noblemeni He informed her,- ** that< 
be came on the part of the Emperor^, to advise: 
^j if the lives of her children werevaluat^le to.^ 
U|i^ and if she hadany real 1o\h^ for Lucien^ to de- ^ 
M|lt that day .with her infanta for France^ Nvhere 
l^^.aoil' they should be treated^wiih all possible^ 
telicacy and distinction, her fortune safe, and the, 
4vancem^nt.of her sons certain, upon her vo- 

* Le Voyageur Italicn, vol. iv. p. 40.. 

o 5 luntarily 



I30 THE FEMALE PLUTARCH. 

* lunlarily renouncing her marriage, which a bull 
of the Pope should soon dissolve." This pro- 
posal she refused with firmness, and Eugenius 
said on Jeaving her, ** One day. Madam, and 
not very far distant, you will be obliged to sub- 
scribe to harder conditions, and think it an Impe- 
rial favour not to end your days at Cayenne,** 
He left behind him a letter from Napoleone to 
his brother, in which the latter was again ex^ 
horted to give up or divorce his wife. As the 
price of his obedience, he should directly be 
created a Doge of Genoa, and an Imperial 
Highness, an annuity of three hundred thousand 
livres settled on his two sons, and Madame 
Lucien likewise enjoy her own property unmo- 
lested.'*—" In a month,'* said Napoleone, ** I 
hope to be at Milan ; if you. by submission to 
my will, prove yourself worthy of the grandeur 
fortune has bestowed on our family, come there 
and embrace me. I shall then forgive you all 
that has happened, and reinstate you m the same* 
rank and favour with Joseph and Louis. If ydii 
continue obstinate and refractory, you must tttr* 
nally renounce all hope of reconciliation, as I' 
renounce you for ever as a brother.*' Instead of 
answering this letter, Lucien sent the very next 

day 
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» . ■ 

(ityt.> trusty agent^ to concludoi in hit wife'* 
QfiOfiQ^ the purchftie of tn ettato in Bohemiai ft>r 
Wjl^khl ho had been bargahiing near twelve 
mpnths*., 

*0u his arrival at Turin in May 18051 Napo* 
leonf diipalched bit piid-de-eamp, Le Bruni with . 
apother fraternal letter) but in it a mi qua mn 
to ftvour^ was a divorce with Madame Lucicn. ' 
He again oflerd him ** to be a Doge of Uenoai 
and an Imperitd Highness in France} and he was 
given to understand, that tlie hand of a beauti- 
ful i'rineesA of one of the most ancient sovereign , 
f{|iniliea in Kuropci would also recompense bis 
obedience and his repentance.^' As no more no» 
lice was taken of this letter than the former^ 
Napoleone in spite incorporated the IJogeship of, 
the Genoese with his Emperorship of the French. , 
IVia is not the only occasion, since Buonaparte's 
retgUi tiiat a petty family qimrrel, or a momen* 
lary whim, has changed the destiny of "a state f.*/* 

^ What can be the reason of this perseverance' 
of Napoleouc* to conbi(iiite*or to di^itroy Lbdieh^"* 
A few words wiH explain tht myitefy*. X)f all' 
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his brothers^ Lucien is the most enterprising, 
the nfiost audacious, the ablest/ and most crimi- 
nal ^ of a disposition as obstlhale, malicious, and - 
revengeful, ^s his own. Could he persuade or 
command him to acknowledge a favour; to ^t6op' 
to be looked upon iti France as a repHeved Ifb- 
Idn, and to renounce a wife Tie foves for another 
fdrced on him^ the usurper's vanity would be as 
much flattered as his safety and interest proxhbt*' 
ed. But these worthy brothers well know eiach 
other, and therefore niust either be soon friends'" 
again, or one of them will in a short time cease 
td pollute the earth with his guilty existence. 

* After the many astonishing changes witnessed 
within the last sixteen years, it would not be veiy 
surprising if a Julius Brutus or a Junius Brutus 
Buonaparte should one day proclaim himself, by 
the support of the same bayonets that have ele* 
vated Napoleoae, an Emperor of the French^ 
and a King of Italy. As to Lucien's present 
patriotic jargon, of its value every loyal man is 
wril aware, and it cannot make many dupes* 
Because he is disagreeing with his upstart bro* 
ther, he speaks now of liberty and philosophy, 
with the same sincerity, when quarrelling with 
his -Mlow-iqpcides^ as Uobespierre^ in 1794 

(wheiK 
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(when thousands of victims perished daily by the 
guillotine, by shooting, and drowning), spoke of 
his huflnanity and patriotism. French rebels 
alwaj^ become patriots and philanthropists when 
their popularity begins to decrease, or the day 
of their punishment approaches. Liberty, equa- 
lity, and fraternity, are words always in their 
mouths when the daggers of rivals touch their 
breasts, or the halters of suspended justice their 
necks*. 

Madame Lucien Buonaparte is in her twenty- 
third year 3 hjcr person is handsome, her man- 
nets accomplished, and her sentiments refined. 
But she was no doubt uninformed, before her 
present marriage, that in Lucien Buonaparte she 
should embrace an assassin and a Septemberizer. 



* See a sketch of Lucien Buonaparte's life ia Uie tecoxid 

roliiine of tbe Revolutionary Flutarch, 

J. . ,•■ .ij' -; .1 .:r; I.J - -■'■'' : 
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PRINCESS LOUIS BU0NAP.4R1 

AN IMPERIAL HIGHNESS. 
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IIORTENSE-EUGENIE, commonly < 
id Fanny de Bcauharnois/ is the daughtci 
Madame Napoleonc liuohaparle by • hef 
husband, Viscount de Beauharnoi^,' artfl* 
born 01) the loih of April 1783! ' * 

Priticess Louis' liad scarce reached her 
lustre when stic gaw her father *a rebel. She 
hardly passed her second lustre before she 
him pumslied for his rebellion by his fclli 
rebels, and her mother prostitute herself to 
of the regicide assassins of her King— an 
direct assassin of her Hither. Before she ^ 
thirteen she saw her mother exchange 
adulterous embraces of a regicide Barras 
those of a sanguinary terrorist, Buonapai 
a murderer, stained with the blood of ei 
ttM&3fitflfiAj women^ and children^ just b 

chc 
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chered by him in the streets of Paris. If, after 
such examples of depravity before h^r eyes, she 
was preserved from the common contagion, it is 
to be ascribed to that innate worth, on which 
both seduction and corruption sometimes in vain 
throw out their venom, their insinuations, and 
their allurements. 

Immediately after her marriage, Madame Na- 
poleone observing her revolutionary husband's 
particular attention to his daughter-in-law, wh© 
was tall and much grown of her age, inquired 
after some boarding-school, in the vicinity of 
Paris, where she might place her. The republi- 
can philosophers of the National Convention and ' 
of the Jacobin Club, in destroying arid selling 
the public schools, academics, and colleges 
of France, had openly declared all education, ' 
private as well as public, both hurtful and un- ' 
necessary. ** Children destined- to be the de- 
fenders of the rights of man, and of liberty and 
s^uality," said these wiseacres, ^^ should learn ^ 
nothing but the republican constitution.'* Seve- 
ral schoolmasters and schoolmistresses, who con- 
.inued, nevertheless, to instruct youth, were tried, 
condemned, and tfxecuted, as conspirators against 
the Republic, because they had permitted their ' 

pup 
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pupils to read books iu which Kings were men*' 
tioned with other epithets than those. of tyrants. 
These examples of national justice abolished all 
private instruction sooner than, the decrees of 
the legislature or the threats of the.Ja^obins^ At 
Robespierre's death> in July 1794^ not a single, 
school existed in the French capital*. Had .his 
rqign been of some few years loi^gpr duration, 
Buonaparte would at present have tyrannized ^ 
o^er, slaves as ignorant and brutal.iz^d^ as. they, 
would have been base, corrupt^d^ and wicked* 

The Directory, which succeeded the Natiojn^, 
Convention^ permiitcd. the establish^o^ut of pp- 
vate schools^ under the inspection pi thQ.repu|>lJL-. 
cans,, who were members of these. public schpo|9^ 
called t.hfn^, iQ their .revolutionary jargon, Nojr-. 
xnal schools, free-thinkers in politics. and xnpra"^ 
lit)r as well as in religion. But though the^., 
establishments were perm itt€;d^ lh^,were.nfi^tl^Cjr. 

* See Lrs Annales du TerrDrisme, p. 311. The phihs^pfkr- 
Hebert made one day a motion to proscribe and i:urn ,all boo^. : 
and all librari^^,. as Jhe relics of aristocfac]^. .ADOtJ^fr.day, thC|| 
phiLsopkir L(^ Rqux de^piandcd, in tbe rril^up$ Vif th^ Cocdclicrf^. 

a mandate of arrest against the aristocrcitic Cicero, accused by. 

■ .- • 

several children of having taught' them all theic dris^ociatical 
sentiments. Such were sOine of the French regtntrmvri oftba ' 
fu«tycar9fl)icRcEaJ)Uc,. Idcqi,,p.,5ii^,«^/.^ 

numerous. 
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umerou^ nor well conducted^ Nvhcii Madame 
luonaparte went in search of bile for her 
augbter. She fixed^ however, on that house' 
I Versailles where an acquaintance of hers, 
(adaxne Campan, boarded and lodged young 
idles. 

Madame Cam pan, a chambermaid of the late 
nfortunatc Queen of France, Marie Antoinette, 
as from 1780 a secret admirer of the French 
ibellioni and secretly served the French rebels 
lib whatever information she could pick up at 
Nirt. She was accused of being one of the 
aitors who, in 17QI) diacovered to La Fayette 
>e intention of the King and of the Royal Fa- 
ily to escape their gaolers at Paris ; she, of 
>urse, shares with sqme otijers the cruel r^- 

oach' of being one of tl)c causes of all the enor- 

•.'•If . • . 

ous crimes perpetrated since, and all the consc- 
iences of the arrest of the Hoyal travellers at' 
arenncs. This lady had l)ircd at Versailles, 
le of the spacious hotels confiscated by the 
itu>n, as belonging to emigrants, where «he had 
ganized, rather upon 4111 extensive scale, a semi- 
iry for young persons of her own sex. Having 
id herself the advantage of a liberal education, 
1(1 at court numerous Icssous of good-breeding, 

she 
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sjle was very fit for the undertaking, had not her- 
revolutionary mania, though she had suffered 
from, and seen all the evils of the Revolution, ) 
made her introduce, even in teaching youth, ■ 
aome revolutionary innovations. It is very pro- ! 
bable, that these very defects procured the pre- I 
. ference Napolcone Buonaparte gave her. But J 
although he approved of the general plan of her t 
institution, he too had his revolutionary mania, i 
Having his reasons for fearing the existence of a; ^ 

• ' ■*••'■ 

remunerator of yiftue, and an avenger of guilt, 5 
he was particularly zealous to overthrow all be-/; 
lief in the Christian religion. He therefore Raye^ t 
Madame Campan some private instructions con* :; 
cerning the religious creed in which she was to j 
bring up his dear Fanny. They are too sacrilc- ^ 
giously curious, as coming from the pen of the " 5 
present most Christian Empet'or of the. ; 
French, to be left out. ** i. He positively for- / ^ 
bids all visits to his daughter-in law of priests,, \ 
constitutional as well as refractory, and all con- j 
versation with this class of fanatics or impostors, j 

1 

2. He enjoins the governess to prevent all at» v 
tempts of instilling into the mind of her pupil the ^ 
usually erroneous ideas concerning Christianity 5 * .. 
a faith proved by historians false, by philoso- ■, 

phers ; 
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lers absurdf and l)y moralists dangerous. 3. T\\c 
ligion of Nature is more than sufficient to im- 
rove the wise, to conn^lc the good, and to ter- 
fy the wicked* 4, The catechism^ ^nd other 
orks of the thcophilanthropists, might be given. 

• • • 

is daughter to read and meditate on, were sbc^ 
idged to harbour any natural inclination to, 
ice. 5* As it is however supposed^ from >vhaf, 
as hitherto been seen of her, that Nature has 
rcatcd her originally good, and that her natural, 
istiiict is for virtue^ the reasonable philosophy 
ad pure morality of Spinosa and of Helvetius 
lay be taught. 6. An implicit obedience to 
er parents is to be implailted in her mind^ and 
^t is to be taught always to submit her own 
nderstanding and thoughts to their better and 
latur^r judgment ; if she seems to hesitate 
)Out obeying this duty, it will be necessary to 
mind her often, tiut to them alone she is in- 
;bted for her phyhical and moral existence ; 
lat they alone^ not from duty \n\{ from generosity, 
ipply her necessities, and even procure her su- 
•rfluitlcs at a time when so maiiy other children 
' her age arc starving fr(;ni want, or perishing 
f>ni diseases lucnight on by penury. 7. Siie is 
L'vcr tr> 1)0 permilted or instructed to pray; if 

she 
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she believes in a God> her prayers are hnproper 
and insulting 3 because by them she evinces no 
confidence in^ but doubts of his providence} 
her prayers in telling him her wants and desires, 
reproach him with want of omnipotence^ or of 
bounty. 8. If she is found worthy of being 
educated a Spinosist, she will soon be convinced 
of the ineffitacy and inutility of prayers ; that 
they procure no good and prevent no evil ; that 
destiny, with or without them, goes on in its usual 
train, determined from and for eternity. 9. Let 
her well consider, that if the Grand Mechanic 
can prevent our troubles, and does not do it, he 
is no good Being; if he will bi^t cannot prevent 
Ihem, he is not all-powerful } but if he tiieither 
will nor can prevent our misfortunes, his impo- 
tence is unworthy of the worship of such-rational 
beings as men and women. These hints are 
sufficient to shew the ridicule of prayers, and to 
wliom — to a Nonentity *." 

Five other' paragraphs follow these, but they 
are too blasphemous to be laid before loyal and 
religious readers. Those above translated, from 
their puerility and absurdity, arc unable to dc* 

% 

'* See Bulletin Iraperlaly &c. p. 360 and 361. 
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iud6 even ttir weakest, to dup^ even tlie most 
ignorant, or to rurtiish arguments eveii to tKe 
most sceptical* They are, however, tindehii&ble 
evidences of the impious sentiments of that in- 
famous hypocrite and sacrilegious apostate, who 
at present perverts the heavenly morality of the 
Christian religion for the preservatitm of his 
tyranny, as he formerly employed the sophistical 
arguments of an abominable and dreadful atheism, 
to seduce and dc'ccivc the vicious, vile, and fooliish 
instruments of his usurpation. 

Madame Campan was too much attached to 
her own interest, not to follow strictly the in* 
structions of Buonaparte, who, at his return to 
Paris, after the peace of Campo Formio, was 
highly delighted to find his dearest Fanny so 
much improved in her mind, manners, and con- 
versation. His first question to her was, *« t)o 
you know, my dear girl, any thing of Jesus 
Christ ?'* — " No,papa,"said she ingenuously J "I 
have not the honour of being acquainted with 
such a citizen." — ** And what do you think of 
God ?*'—*' Nothing; if he does not think of me 
I never trouble my head about him/' " Are you 
not afraid of him ?'* — " No, 1 do nothing td fear 
my body," Several similar Questions followed, 

and 
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^nd received similar answers. They all peN 
suaded Buonaparte that he had been puncti^lly 
obeyed^ and he therefore rewarded Madame 
Canipan with a diamond ring, originally worth 
twelve thousand livccs (500/.), but which did 
not cost him more than the signature of his 
name to an order for stripping it off the finger of 
a Madona at Vincenza. A gift presented by 
Christian devotion to a Saint^ was thus bestowed 
by an atheistical zealot for propagating infide* 
litv*. 

In the winter 1796, during Buonaparte's ab- 
sence in Egypt, his wife, contrary to his orders, 
introduced Mademoiselle de Beauharnois in the 
Directorial and other fashionable circles. In 
one of those she met with a middle-aged, respect- 
able-looking man, who passed for a country far- 
mer, whose relations were of the xhcn-kattt ton. 
Speaking to her of her own father, and of the 
proscribed persons of the same class^ he demand- 
ed of her some trifling gift for children, who, 
like herself, had been made orphans by the revo- 

* See Bulletin Imperial, &c. p. 363. In a note, it is said that 
of Madame Campan's pupils, at that time seventy-two, fourteen 
only were brought up in the Christian religion. All the othen 
were educated to be Atheists or philanthropists. 

lutionary 
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liitionary axe, but liiss fortunate— no succeeding 
prosperous circumstunccs had restored lost wcalthi 
or relieved present and pressing necessities. She 
had no money in her pocket ; but struck with his 
conversation! and always commiserating the un- 
fortunate, she asked his address, promising, to 
call on him early the next morning. Before her 
mother was up, she dressed herself secretly, put 
four Louis d'ors in her purse, and ordered her 
maid to accompany her.. When she prcsentec| 
the money, the pretended fartner^ Saunier, 
who was a disguised priest, said, ** Thank God 
the success of the wretched infidels has not been 
general ; when charity has not left France, 
Clirist still has his adprers there.'' She told 
him that she was no Christian, and that she did 
not even believe in a God. ** Your own heart 
and these Louis d'ors, MademoiHcllc, contradict 

* 

your assertion." lie then entered into a long 
(Jiscn.Sbipn about that genuine and disinterested 
charity, whicl;, without the example of our Sa- 
viour, would have been unknown upon earth. 
** Had Atheui', Persepolis, and heathen Home," 
haid he, ^Vllke the C'liristinn capitals, iho.se hos- 
pitals fur age and, disease, those orphan -houses 
for deserted infancy and destitute youth, those 

asylunjs" 
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asylums for correcting vice, for encouraging vir- 
tue, and for relieving the wants and lessening 
the misery which assail mankind from the cradle 
to the grave? What i^ become of the charitable 
institutions of our own country, since ruled by 
. infidels ? our streets swarm with beggars, our 
high roads with robbers, our gaots with crimi- 
nals '; and there is scarcely a' house in France 
where persons have not expired from neglect, 
froni desertion, from distress, or firom despair 5 
from that selfish insensibility, the characteristic 
of infidelity, which sees with indifference a bro* 
ther suffer without any attempt to succour or 
console hiui, and a friend in agony, without 
even pitying him. Look round you. Mademoi- 
selle, and I am sure it will almost rend your very 
heart, to observe one generation descehdiii? into 
eternity without faith, without hope, and ano- 
ther entering the dreadful career of life^ ex- 
posed to all its vicissitudes and calaihities in this 
world, without any expectation of remuneration 
for virtue, or punishment for vice in another-^— 
in an hereafter." Her cve§ confessed those sen- 
timents which her heart fcttj but her mouth 
hesitated to pronbuhc'e. Profiting by the ^im- 
pression, Saumer put a Wok ihto'her hioiid^' aaS 

desiced 
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and desired her to read it with attention^ and 
to honour him with a visit as soon and as oftea 
as she was at leisure. ' 

Her maid was not less moVed than herself by 
what-she heard. Thcv read the book both with 
application and edificaiion. For two months 
they continued regularly to sec the worthy 
ecclesiastic at the same hour, in the same way. 
To this day Princess Louis acknowledges that 
the information she obtained from his conversa- 
tion, the precepts of his doctrine, and the con- 
viction of the truth of the religion of her fore- 
fathers, from his arguments and example, pre- 
served her from many evil^, particularly from 
the ^fcduction to whicTi she was exposed by 
young Rewbel, the son of the Director, who, 
under pretence of marrying her, had free ad- 
mittance to her private company, but whose 
views, she had reason to suspect, were not ho- 
xu)urablc*, 

. Even 

* Sec Bulletin ImpcriuU I.C. p- 3^6, 367. In anot^it is9aid« 
that the good Saunicr wus, in the spiing of tf^c^y seized by 
the police minister Fouch;S and transported to Cayenne. Af- 
ter having, ,\vith four hundred other priests, suffered great 
bardship during his passage, he was, after his lauding^ senito 
tbc intc rtor ot the colony, where, vThile he V'as at his prayers 

VOL. Ill* u ia 
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Eveu after Buonaparte's usurpation^ the same 
Teligious principles preserved her from the un- 
natural addresses of this her father«in-Uw^ who 
was furious when he heard of her conversion 
to Christianity. Policy, however, soon got 
the better of desire ; and he took advantage of 
her devotion and dutiful resignation, to marry 
her to his brother Louis, whonj she not only 
did not like, but w^ho was repugnant to her on 
account of his debaucheries and vicious pro^ 
pensities. Whether she afterwards was the 
dupe of her own sensibility, or became culpable^ 
because she had been obedient, her scrupulouar 
conscientiousness is evinced in a letter to her 
mother. In it she so frankly explains her t^na^ 
tion, and deplores her errors, that early repent«^ 
ance makes it probable that her continuance 
upon the road of perdition will be but short. 

• ^* Compiegfie, August igih, i8o4» 
" Yes, my dearest mother and only-friend^ 
I am encompassed with every thing that can* 
make life n<^ only agreeable but enviable. * Of 

in a forest, 8 lion flew apon* him, killed^ and d/enrnteH ^ 
him. His piety, too yox€ lor the earth, is now rewarded to^ 



I 



PRINCESS LOUIS BUONAPARTE. 147 

ity sex, I am here the first by a rank I never 
]reamt to attain^ and I am hailed and compli* 
ftiented by every body, as having no superior in 
the beauty of my person^ or in my mental ac- 
complishments. 

** These gifts of fortune, of nature, -are va- 
luable, charming, and flattering indeed. I Imve^ 
however, experienced that they are unable to 
confer what constitutes the sole blessing and 
only worth of existence — content luiih one* s self ^ 
and, above all, peace and tranquiUiiy of mind. 

** How singular are those occurrences of my 
life that have preceded and produced my pre- 
sent brilliant misery 1 At eleven years of age 
the public executioner made me an orphan^ and 
at thirteen I had another father. From mis- 
taken, ill-conceived, or criminal tcndernes's, he 
ordered me to be educated without belief in 
a Divinity. This \yas not easily effected. The 
lessons, the prayers of my infancy, though the 
giddiness and playfuhiess common to youth 
made them often neglected, were never entirely 
forgotten or erased. I found, I do not know 
what consolation, in sccrcily confiding my wishes, 
my griefs, my joy, in my prayers to a Supreme 
Being, to act as I thought would please him ; to 

n a enjoy 
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>cnjoy an heavenly satisfaction when I had done 
right, and a tormenting anxiety when I had any 
wrong with which to reproach myself: on theother 
hand, an invincible horror seized me the instant 
the idea of total annihilation put me on a level 
with the brute, or insinuated to mv bewildered 
senses, that my production and end werethe same 
with the plant in our garden, the dog tied in ' 
our court-yard, or the insect I trampled under 
my feet. I often made these remarks to Ma- 
dame Campan, because they often perplexed 
JTJe, She in return shewed pae my father's in- 
structions, to which she added her own coni- 
Bnent«, corresponding with his desires. 

^ But the fashioif of impiety was to me the most 
dangerous of teachers and seducers. All other - 
girls, my companions, strove who should be fore- ^ 
most to pride themselves in infidelity, and throw •' 
ridicule on Christianity. They were always ap- ^^ 
plaudcd — fatal applauses! In two years I left ^ 
theni all behind me, and was saluted the most '^Ji 
amiable atheist of the whole seminary. The ^ 
approbation of thy father, on his return victo« i 
rious from Italy, did not at all tend to make mc ^' 
change my opinions. i 

^^ You know^ since the unexpected light which i^ 

, Provi- .'i 
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Providence gave me in the precepts of my ever 
regretted virluoiifi instrnctnr Saunier, how much 
I changed for the hctter, in my behaviour to- 
wards the best of mothers, and how much every 
good person approved that decency of gait, of 
language, which succeeded my presumptuous and 
indecorous boldness. This^ the «w/y time of my 
Kfc I was truly happy, was short, too abort** 

*' After my father-in-law had been made a 

First Consul, and continued those unnatural insi** 

nuations I dreaded and detested, the pain it 

caused mc to avoid giving offence, and to conceal 

my disgust and contempt, made me agitated when 

alone, and uncomfortable when in company. 

You know that he was insupportable to me 

from the day I heard him use such shocking 

language to yon. My innocent caresses, which 

he took for affectionate sentiments, were only 

the consequence of a duty my ©bcdiencc to my 

fiiother*H commands imposed on mc. But when 

be had from jealousy so cruelly exiled my only 

lover, the worthy choice of my heart, the dearest 

DeS , when he murdered De S 'a friend, 

Frotte, I abhorred him. 

'< You since know the daily combats of my 
n)iiic]^ and that they would long ago have ovcr« 

H 3 €01 
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come my strength, had not the hope relieved mc, 
that my power over a barbarian might prevent 
the commission of more crimes. You know 
aiso^ how little ))c has kept that promise (which 
bound mc for hfe to a husband I must despise) 
of sparing all Royalists: sacred shades of D'£n- 
ghien, Pichegru, and Crcorges^ revenge on your 
assassin the pangs of your friend, caused by your 
murder ! 

*^ 1 have many times wished thsjt my prin» 
ciples of religion, of morality, were as easily re- 
conciied with my condifct as yours, dear mammat 
I should not then deplore my not having reso- 
lution enough to resist temptations I condemn as 
culpable i nor regret having permitted my pas- 
lions to govern my reason, and my senses to 
silence my duty. The reproaches of my own 
conscience would be itisupportabie to me, were 
my husband's behaviour to me kind, and if, in 
some manner, bis repeated infidelities did not 
extenuate mine. For one of my lovers, he haf 
twenty mistresses. The indelicacy of his in- 
trigues, of his amours, goes beyond what, yoa 
can imagine. The lowest prostitute of the camp 
has as many charms for him as the wives of his 
aids-du-camp, and always more than me. Is it 

not 
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not outrageous ? It it not provoking r . If your 
walks are sown with thorns, you may guess that 
mine are not strewed with roses.. 

^^ Believe me, my fole friend, that the young 
conscripts are nothing to me. Had I a husband 
I could love, or only esteem, I should always 
have remiuned pure and irreproachable* I am, 
however, determined, if I survive my approach- 
ing accouchement, to return to the path of vir- 
tue. This is a vow I have this morning made 
before the altar, and God will enable me to per- 
form it* As to Louis's jealousy, I fear it less 
tbaa I Sttfier from his xiegligence V* 

The Princess had frequent audienoei of the 
Pope daring the winter of 1804, and his Holi- 
neas bestowed on her indulgences in abundance* 
Her life has since been very retired, and as she has 
perfectly recovered from her^'accouchement, it if 
supposed that her vow has not been forgotten t« 

The yearly allowance of the Princess Louis 
amounts to four millions of livres ; her jewels, plate, 
china, and pictures, are valued at twelve millions; 
a bishop is her almoner, and two grand vicars 

* Sm Bulletin Imperial, &c. p. 24 et Mq. f lb. p. 30* 

u 4 her 
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her chaplains ; Madame Deviry is her lady Vn 
waiting ; and Madame Boubers, Madame Villc- 
neuve, Madame Mollien, and Madame Lery, 
are her maids of honour; Mr. Darjuson is hei 
first chamberlain^ and Colonel Caulincourt hci 
master of the horse; Mr. Turgot her equerry; 
Desprez her secretary ; Dalichoux Senegra hei 
intendant; Robert Villars her librarian; Ra- 
guideau her notary ; Le Roux her physician ; As- 
saliny her surgeon, and Dufau her apothecary ; 
besides these, sixty-six olher persons are attach- 
ed to her household *. 

Her Imperial Highness has been delivered o 
two sons : Napoleone Charles, born on the i8tl 
of Vendemaire, an xi. or loth October 1802 
and Napoleone Louis, born on the 19th Vende- 
maire, an xiii. or nth October 1804. 

* ^cc Bulletin Imperial, p, 375. In the same page it i 
stated, that Buonaparte has promised to augment the alloiwr 
ancc of his dearest step-dav:ghicr with 6oo,coo livrcs (25,000 /. 
for every daughter, and one million of livrcs for c\ieiy soi 
of whom she is delivered. Her sons he regards as the ccrtaii 
support of the Buonapaite dynasty in France and Italy. 
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MJD. JEROME BUONAPARTEy 

CI-DEVANT MISS PATTERSON. ^0 IMPfiRlAL 

HIGHNESS* 



THE magistrates of the ancient republics of 
Athens, Sparta, and Rome, would have degraded, 
disgraced, banished, or put to death, a citizen 
who permitted his children to marry into a family 
either of tyrants or of slaves; either of foreign 
princes, or of foreign upstarts. But his Excel- 
lency Mr. President Jefferson is no more an 
Aristides, a Lycurgus, or a Gato, than Citizen 
Patterson is a Socrates, or a Brutus. In Xhcfree 
commonwealth of the United States of America, 
such is the general liberality and hospitality, that 
had a Spartan citizen, with his contempt of riches 
and sterrv principles of freedom, presented him- 
self there, if he had refused to sell himself for 
a slave, he would have perished from want like a 
wretch ; he would have found no choice between 
bondage and death. 

H 5 On 
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On the other hand the example of Monsieur 
Jerome Buonaparte, proves iht unambitious disiri' 
terestedness of American citizens, and that any 
foreicni adventurer, let hts relatives be ever so 
vile or ever so wicked ; let them owe their ele- 
vation to the most enormous crimes, their_power 
to the basest treachery, and their wealth to the j 
most infamous plunder; let himself be an ac- i 
complice of their guih, provided he has a prospect \ 
of sharing in the spoils, he is certain of being ^ 
adopted into the families even of those called. J 
the most respectable citizens. Thcgreedy trader \ 
Vf'iXl heap upon him hoarded treasures, renowned '^ 
beauty bestow her hand, austere virtue her ca- ^ 
resses, and staunch republicans their commenda* 
tions, their flattery — their cringing. 

With a young person of Miss Patterson's age and « 
republican education, love must generally ex- F 
elude all other considerations. The ambition of ? 
the females of a commonwealth of equality^ must ? 
chiefly confine itself to obtaining for husbands .1 
the most handsome or the richest among their ^ 
fcllow-citizens. The shameful cupidity and.^ 
foolish ambition of her parents, therefore^ no I 
doubt, dictated her unbecoming marriage vnth a \ 
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low Corsican* To'suppose it otherwise, would 
))e a libel on her heart, on her sense, and on her 
judgment. She was the wife of Monsieur Jerome 
after an acquaintance of some few weeks only* 
Were he a little more hairy, the yellow and dimi- 
nutive figure of Monsieur Jerome would hardly 
improve the ugliest monkey capering in the 
forests either of the western or eastern world. 
Monsieur Jerome is ill-bred as well as unin^ 
formed ; possessing neither natural nor acquired 
parts to recommend him. Parental despotism 
alone could have united the beautiful and ac- 
complished Miss Patterson with such anignorant> 
mean, vicious, and corrupted personage. 

What could give Mr. and Mrs. IJatterson the' 
hope of a fraternity with the Buonapartes ?-^ 
Their worth, their credit. These may, perhaps^ 
be well known upon the exchanges of America^ 
but Napoleone despises and detests merchants. 
Mr. Patterson has hitherto no military 
achievements, no revolutionary crimes, to re- 
commend him ; and he is too honest a man, to be 
transformed hereafter, either into a bravo or aa. 
accomplice of the Corsican usurper. The do- 
mestic virtues of Mrs. Patterson ? — These are 
the most pointed epigrams on the hereditary 

H 6 vices 
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vices of the female BuonapaFtes. They must 
therefore resign themselves to sec their pleas- 
ing scheme miscarry, of being the parents of a re* 
volutionary Imperial Princess. 

In the creation of Imperial Highnesses in May 
1 804^ Monsieur Jerome was excluded ; andin the 
subsequent dignities and distinctions thrown ia 
such a scandalous profusion, on every person re- 
lated to the upstart tyrant, no mention is made 
of this his younger brother. His name is not 
found even upon the list of those French ban- 
ditti forming a Legion of Honour. He is only 
a captain of a frigate, without properly . and 
without talents, and \vill remain in t^ese naiv 
row c\fcun^»ances, in that humbfe station, until 
he renounces a malcl> he was* not of age to con^ 
elude. Is it to be supposed that the feelings 
of Jerome will oppose such a dishonourable^ 
though not unlawful act ? Will his 5/oiciym prefer 
obscurity and penury to rank and riches ? To 
judge of his present sensibility from his past trans* 
actions, he i& as unfeeling as a brute; and to 
determine his firmness, constancy, and ia- 
consistency, from those of the other piembers of 
the Buonaparte family, he must regard all ties 
of honour and of honesty merely as steps tp acU 

vancemenl 
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vincement and grAtificatioa of passions^, and dis- 
regard tbem the instant they cease to be such, 
whenever they do not promote or only oppose 
bh interest. Thus absurd ambition, as well aA 
all other unbecoming passions^ carries with It its 
own chastisement. The disappointment of the 
Pattersons is certain, white th^ir desire of gran- 
deur and splendour is problematical, if not im- 
probable. Should also their good and sacrificed 
daughter suffer from affection, love, or defeated 
confidence, her misfortunes must be to them 
tormenting and unrelenting reproaches. 

The only event that could maice Monsieur 
Jerome continue the husband of Miss Patterson, 
is of such a nature, that, had it occurred in 1802, 
her parents would never have permitted her to 
bestow her hand on him. Were Providence, in 
its justice, ta precipitate the sanguinary Napo- 
leone from the blood-stained throne which he 
so treacherously seized, and so illegally occupies, 
and let the punishment due to his enormities 
overtake him in this world, Jerome would then 
certainly be fortunate, to seek in America a 
refuge from the proscription of his criminal re- 
latives in Europe. 

When, in the beginning of January 1805, the 

Pope 
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Pope was busy at Paris, in marrying i^tn aD 
the Buonapartes, who had previocrsly only been 
' coupLd according to the impious code of the 
Republic, and the rites of atheism,, he is said also . 
to have signed a bull dissolving the marriage of 
Jerome^ as contracted by a minor^ against the 
consent of bis relations, and contrary to the 4 
canon laws, with an heietic *. As Jerome did 
not set sail from America before the April foU ^ 
lowing, it cannot be doubted but that he was ^, 
acquainted with this his family arrangementyvA - 
that he left his wife in the Tagus, with an intent • "^ 
never to see her again without the consent of his | 
brother Napoleone. That this -was bis deter- i 
mination, his supplications before the Imperial 
throne when at Genoa, shortly afterwards, and [ 
when they were unavailing, his acceptance of 
the inferior command of a frigate, as a penance ^ 
for past offences and an indication of future \ 
amendment, clearly evince. He showed that ^ 
he was determined, at any rate, to merit min!^ '^ 
gences of the Pope, and to obtain indemnities ~" 
from the mock Emperor, his sovereign and bia ^ 
master f. *' 

^ See Appendix of Bulletin Imperial, &c. p. 44 ; Ud Ltt • 

Kouvelles A la Main, Messidor, an uii. No. 3, p. 5. ^1 

f lb. No. 4, p. ^. i^ 
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Nothing has, however, happened, or cm bap- 
pen in this business, or rather intrigue, which 
the Pattersons should not have prepared them- 
sehes to expect, both fron# the so well known 
outrageously vain character of N^poleone, and 
from the letters intercepted by British cruisers, 
addressed by the usurper's minister of the ma- 
rine department, to Monsieur Jerome himself, as 
tyell as to his political Trans-Atlantic emi^saryj 
Pichon. 

The following is an official and authentic copy 
of the minister of the marine, Decres' letter to 
hifi^ieTid, Monsieur Jerome Buonaparte, 



u 



ParU^ loth Germinal^ year 12, (^iV/ 18, 1804.) 



** I have just been fulfilling, my dear Jerome, 
a rigorous duty imposed upon me by the First 
Consul ; that of forbidding the Citizen Pichon 
to supply you with money, and prescribing 
to him to prohibit all the captains of French 
vessels from receiving on board the young per- 
son to whom you have attached yourself; it 
being the intention of the First Consul, that she 
shall on no pretext whatever come into France ; 
and should she happen to preselit herself, that' 

8h^ 
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she shall not be received, but be re- embarked for 
the United States without delay, 

'* Such, my dear Jerome, are the orders which 
I have been obliged literally to transmit, and 
which have been given me, and repeated after 
the interval of a month, with such a solemn seve- 
.rity, as neither allowed me to withhold them 
altogether, nor to soften them in the slighte&t 
* degree. 

*^ After the discharge of this severe duty^ I 
cannot, my dear Jerome, deny myself the pleasure 
of lengthening my letter in a way which the 
attachment! feel for you will warranty and our 
military association entitle me to. If I loved you 
less, if the sentiments with which you have in« 
spired me did not so perfectly accord with those 
which I owe to your family ; if there were, not^ 
between you and me a sort of companionship in 
arms, and of intimacy which I delight in keeping 
up, I would confine myself to the dispatching of 
the orders which I have received^ and. to an ac- 
curate official correspondence;, the result of 
which would give me very little uneasiness. In- 
stead of this, I am going to chat with you at a 
great rate, and without knpwing beforehand what 

I. am 
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I am about to say; of one thing I am certain, I 
shall .tell you nothing of which I am not well 
persuaded. 

** War is carrying on, and you are quiet and 
peaceable at 1200 leagues from the theatre on 
which you ought to act a great part. If unfor- 
tunately you come not back in the first French 
fcigate which returns to Eiirope, and I have al- 
ready given you that order by C — ids, an order 
which I repeat to you by the Gohsul's command, 
in the most formal manner: if, I say, you shall 
not return to France till after the peace, what 
dignity will accompany your return ? How will 
men recognise in you the brother of the regula- 
tor of Europe? In what temper of mind will 
you find that brother, who, eager after glory, 
will see you destitute even of that of having en- 
countered dangers; and who, convinced that 
all France would shed its blood for him, would 
only dee in you, a man without energy, yielding • 
to cfTeminate passions, and having not a single 
leaf to add to the heaps of laurels with which 
lie invests his name and our standards. 

" O Jerome ! this idea alone should deter- 
mine you to return with alT expedition amongst 
us. The sound of arms 1:1 heard in every quarter, 

and 
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and of the preparations for the nohlest enterprise* 
You are inquired for, and I vexed that I should 
be at a loss what answer to give to those who 
ask where you are — declare that you are just at 
hand; give me not the lie, I beseech you. 

** Your brother Joseph, father of a family that 
Jbe adores, possessed of a fortune proportioned to 
his rank, invested with the highest civil honourt 
of the state ; known throughout Europe for his 
sagacity, and his diplomatic labours, wishes to add 
to so much glory, that of sharing with the Consul 
the dangers of war, and has just got one of the 
regiments that are about to embark. Louia» 
known by his military services, a general of di- 
vision, is desirous of adding to that glory, that of 
displaying talents for civil arrangements; he has 
just entered into the Council of State-— the aeo* 
tipn of legislation. 

'^ Lucien, it is true, has just quitted France, 
and has exiled himself to Rome, in consequence 
of a marriage repugnant to the views of the First 
Consul ; but Lucien is known by the services he 
has rendered, by his genius, by his talents, by 
the dignity of a senator. He is possessed of a 
great and independent fortune; but notwith* 
standing, the connexions (diswQW$d by kh foft* 
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therj which he has contracte^^ have he'en found 
incompatible with his abode in France • 

'* What has taken place in your family, points 
out to you sufficiently \^hat the First Consul 
expects of you, and his inflexibility concerning 
what you shall do in opposition to his views. 
Sole architect of the glory of which he has at- 
tained the summit, he acknowledges no family 
but the French people, and in proportion as he 
exalts his brothers, who press around him, so 
have I seen him show coldness, and even aver- 
sion, to those of his own blood, who push not 
Corward in the career which his genius traces out 
for them. Whatever is foreign to the accom- 
plishment of his great designs, seems to him 
treason against his high destiny I and believe 
me, for I know your brother better than you 
know him yourself, if you should persist in 
keeping yourself at a distance from him, he 
would get angry at it at first, and would conclude 
by entirely forgetting you; and Heaven know^ 
what regrets your obscurity would lay up iii 
slore for you. Scarce can a more brilliant career 
be opened to a man of your age. Shut it not 
up yourself. The union which you have formed, 
ht% deeply affected hiui^ While I, thought be^ 

am 
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am doing every thing for glory, for my own, for 
ihatofmy name, for the happiness of the people 
that have put their fate into my hands, hy whom 
may I hope to be seconded, if not by my bro- 
thers ? and the youngest among them forms an 
inconsiderate connexion, on which he has not 
even asked my opinion. He has disposed of 
himself as a private individual ; it is, therefor^ 
as a private individual he wishes me to consider 
him. What claim docs he show to my benefac* 
tions ? — None; for, instead of being useful to 
me, he takes the route diametrically opposite to 
what I wish him to follow. In vain availing 
myself of the freedom which the First Consul 
permits in domestic privacy, did I wish tamalce 
the voice of natural affection be heard; I became 
sensible, from his conversation, that he neither 
felt, nor was liable to feel, any pliancy of that 
kind. 

*' 1 2vi II receive Jerome, i/y leaving in America 
the young person in question^ he shall com9 
hither to associate himself to my fortune. Should 
lie bring her along with him^ she shall not put c 
foot on the territory of' France, and you musi 
answer to me for this, hy (he ordeis which you 
are bound to .give to pr^ven^ her landings It he 

comci 
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comes alone, I shall never recall the error of a 
moment, and the fault of youth. Faithful ser- 
vices, and the conduct which he owes to himself^ 
and to his name^ will regain him all my kind- 
ness. Such, my dear Jerome, are nearly the 
words of the First Consul. Bethink yourself, 
my friend, that he is only your brother, and ihat 
as I have alrc'ady told you, a brother feels not 
the yi&lding condescension of a father, who 
identifies himself in some measure with his son— - 
Consider that you have as yet done nothing for 
him, and that in order to obtain the advantage 
attached to the honour of being connected 
^ith Lim, you hav^e not a moment to lose for 
deserving them. For it is his character, that 
merit and services rendered, or to be rendered^ 
are the only things on which he sets a real and 
solid value. 

" In truth, I am frightened at the rcgr^s you 
arc preparing for yourself, and the person with 
whom you have connected yourself, should you 
go the length of opposing the views of your bro- 
ther; your passions will pass away, and you 
will reproach yourself with the injury which you 
will have done yourself. Perhaps you will aC'- 
fuse, even invpluniurihfy^ ili£ young person who 

will 



i66 THE FEMALE PLUTARCH. 

itill have been the occcision of it. Listen to rea* 
son, and she will tell you, that at any rate you 
have committed the fault of failing in respect for 
your brother, and for a brother fed for a length 
of time with the love and veneration of all 
France, and with the respect of Europe. You 
will be sensible how happy it is for you, that you 
are able, by returning to Frandb, to obtain the 
pardon of this fault ; that it would be inconsistent 
with your personal dignity to carry thither a 
woman who would be expensed to the mortifica-* 
tion of not being received. I know not whether 
you can hope to overcome your brother*8 unfa-^ 
vourable dispositions towards her; and, to deal 
frankly with you — I see no probability of such a 
thing ; but if there be any means of obtainijig it, 
It must be by your presence— by your compliance 
with his views— by proofs of your devoted attach- 
ment to him, you can bring it about. You arc 
go young, that if you unhappily let slip the op- 
portunity of placing yourself about the Consul, 
you will have many years of regret steal upon 
you. The obscurity to which you would thus 
condemn yourself, would be long; and long and 
bitter Ihe comparison between the lot you had 
chosen fi>F yourself, and that which rnide awaited 
« you. 
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you. Without distinction, fanif) or even for^^ 
tune, how could yoii bear the weight of tb» 
nAni« with which you are honoured ? To you^ 
a stranger to the glory attached to it| it would 
become an insupportable burden. I repeat it 
for the last timC| my dear Jerome^ come hither, 
come hither by the first French frigate which 
shall Hail from the United States, and you mil 
meet with such a reception as you could desire) 
but I regret that you know not the Consul sufli- 
ciciulyi because you would then be persuaded that 
you cafimot regain his gootl will but by this expe- 
dienti snd his good will is essential to your 
happiness and your glory. I conclude with the 
expression of the most sincere attachment, which 
I shall never cease to retain ; happy, if I have 
been able to influence your determination in the 
way I could wish, more happy still, if my letter 
was unnecessary for that purpose. A thousand 
good wishes^ . 

4 

(Signed) ^^ Dkcrbs," 

P*ithf W F/»r^ff ^ytiir Uj ^ptil x^th^ 1S04. 

Not unncccHsarily to swell the volume, mio« 
tber Uttcr^from the same nmiister to the French 

chargi 
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diarge d'affaires in America, Pichon, is left out, 
as being nearly a repetition of the above. 

A French periodical paper published on this 
subject some other curious particulars, under the 
head of 



** IMPERIAL FAMILY CORRESPONDENCE. 

(From Lcs Nouvcllcs a la Main, Vendemaire, an xiii. or 
October 1SC4, No. 4, p. 3 ct seq.) 

" British cruisers on the coast of America 
have intercepted a parcel containing original, 
confidential, and official letters from Napoleone 
Buonaparte to his brother Jerome, and from 
Talleyrand to the French agents in America* 
llic names under some of these letters are signed 
at full length, others only with initials. Among 
the latter is one signed J. B. supposed Joseph 
Buonaparte, and another L. B. supposed Letitia 
Buonaparte, addressed. to Monsieur Jtvomt. 

" In the letter from Napoleone, Jerome is se- 
verely reproached for his degrading marriage in a 
&mily of la canaille marckatide, or of the mer« 
ciAlile rabble ; ordered immediately to renounce 
hifl.wifc, and embark for France, where Aonovif^ 
•;)-/—* tank^ { 
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Ttnkf and riches await him, if ohedicnt; whilst, 
on Ihe contrary, if refractory, poverty and ob- 
scurity are to be his only lot, as a Senatm Con- 
sullusy whith, were he m France, would proclaim 
him an Imperial Highness, shall otherwise pre- 
vent him and his posterity for ever 'from tising 
and dishonouring the great nanie of Buonaparte, 
The sword of the Grand Admiral, intended for 
him, shall then be disposed of to d'rstant^ though 
more worthy relatives. 

" Joseph's letter to Jerome is merely a copy 
. of Napolcone's. Though he presses Jerome to 
obey the Emperor's commands, he docs itwjth so 
bad a grace, as if he seemed apprehensive that 
the arrival of a younger brother in France, would 
diminish his own ambitious views, or avaricioui 
expectations. Two-thirds of the letter are said to 
express, in the strongest terms, the terrible anger> 
and the/err/Z'/eenectsof the /<?m We Napoleon e's 
displeasure, which require years (^ good conduct 
in Jerome, before the Emperor's yra/tf»'waZ affec- 
tion can be restored. 

*^ The letter of Madame Buonaparte the mo- 
ther, to her Jerome, is full of Catholic sentiments. 
As a true Christian of the Catholic church, she 
fears as much the damnation of her son in the 

vol.. III. I next 
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next world, 'tis h\s disgrace in this, for having 
married into a family of heretics, and united 
himself to a woman educated in the same prin- 
ciples of eternal perdition as her parents. She 
exhorts her son not to go to P>ance, but to join 
- her in Italy, where she will endeavour to make 
his and Lucien's peace at the same time with his 
Imperial brother. She hints that his Holiness the 
Pope has shown no objection to pronounce his 
marriage with an heretic void, and that she has 
fixed upon a young Roman Princess of the Co- 
lonna family as his future wife, whose religion fs 
as pure as her birth is illustrious. To console 
the temporary Madame Jerome, she offers to 
settle upon her an annuity of six thousand livres 
(250/.), if she will become a Roman Catholic, 
and retire into some Spanish or Italian convent. - 
^* The French agents in America are informed 
by Talleyrand, that the Emperor's command is, 
that they shall try all means in their power to 
persuade Jerome to take bis passage immediately 
for Europe, and if without success, stop the Im- 
perial eillowance ; entice him on board, and even 
use secrei violence in forcing him to embark 
without his pretended wife, to remove whom out 
of the way, the agents have full authority to 

emplojf 
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employ whatever secret means they think nccei- 
«ary. The principal agent is ordered to repeat 
to the Predident Jeflerson, the Emperor's dis- 
pleasure for not having interfered with regard to 
tiis brother's match, which, if lawful according 
to the laws of America, is illegal according to 
the laws of France ; to these alone Frenchmen 
arc subjected, wherever they reside. He is to be 
requested tacitly to permit those measures of t;/- 
goury which the family honour of the Buonapartes 
requires on this occasion, and to equip an Ame- 
rican frigate to carry Jerome, without his in- 
cumbrance, to France at the expense of the Em- 
peror, who in return will ensure his re-elec- 
tion as President, and even, upon certain condi- 
tions, a presidency for life over the American 
States. General Turreau (of terrorist memory}^ 
whom the Emperor has appointed his represen- 
tative in America, will inform the President of 
hi^ Majesty's demands and intents* This gene- 
ral ambassador has instructions to support him^ 
;ind even to head any party that shall take up 
arms again»t the Angloman federalists, who are 
to be exterminated, should they dare to oppose 
iii« re-election. Should his future conduct be 
approved of, Turreau will let Mr. Jefferson 

1 2 more 
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more into the secret views of his Imperial Ma- 
jesty with regard to Spain and her cokmies, 
* which, when Europe is pacified, may easily be 
partitioned between the subjects of the President 
and those of the Emperor.'* 

*' These are the principal contents of the 

INTERCEPTED IMPKUIAL FAMILY CORRESPOND- 

^ENCEy of which we have obtained copies from 
our correspondent at Baltimore : there, as well 
as every where else in America, they are circu- 
lated by English emissaries, enemies to the 
quiet and glory of our illustrious^ revolutionary, 
Corsican sans-adotte Dvnasty ; which wjith so 
' much modesty^ and so many virtues^ has put the 
rank, the throne, the palaces, atid the property 
of the French Bourbons in requisition for them- 
selves. 

**"\Vhen Monsieur Jerome is safely arrivedm 
France, and Madame Jerome is safely removed to 
America, we shall publish a panegyric on the 
former, and a funeral sermon oA the latter.** 

The inveteracy of the Emperor against tHe 
premature marriagp of Jerome, is besides evident, ^ 
from the strict order he gave his ininister at Lis- 
bon, to prevent the landing of Madame Jerome 

in 
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in that neutral kingdom, and the c/fi/ departure 
she was forced to take from the allied Batavian 
Commonwcahh: an indelicate insult, which the 
becomingly-proud republicans of old would have 
considered as an act of premeditated hostililyi 
had it been offered to one of their fellow-citizens. 
But it may be repeated again, that the Americans 
are modern republicans, more ready to worship 
PIntus than to draw their swords in the service of 
Mars. Their political consciences are not so 
nice or scrupulous as those of the republicans of 
antiquity. They would sell and dispose of atl the 
Helens, all the Venuses in the world, with the 
same indifference as any other commodity, pro- 
vided the bargain was profitable. 

Another occurrence has not lessened the 
wrath of Madame Jerome's barbarous brother- 
in-law, Napoleone. Her husband, according 
to report *, in announcing his arrival in Europe 
with the young person his wife, had also stated, 
that although she had the misfortune of being 
unikr the Emperoi's ban, his enemies wi'e herSn 
She would expect with submission his gracious 
directions in neutral Kmbdcn, where she was 

* I.cs Nyuvcllcs k la Muin, Mcssldor, Rnxiil.No. 2, p. i. 
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friendless, instead of landing in hostile Eng- 
land, where her relatives were nianV) and tlwf 
friends of her parents numerous. His revolu- 
tionaiy Majesty had hardly finished the reading 
of this later, when the public prints hiformed 
him that Madame Jerome was quietly landed op- 
posite to where his Army of England bravely, 
hut quietly encamped. 

As he, however, at the same time Wan shown 
translations of some English prints, .ipentioniug 
, the distinguished reception she had met with at 
Dover; that an honourable gentleman had per - 
fprmed the part of his Iipptr.ial Majesty's 
grand master of the ceremonies, and handed her 
on shore; that generals, colonels, apd mayors 
&ad waited pn her ; that their wives bad com- 
pHpiented her; that her ante*chambers had been 
crowded with fashionable amateurs, and her 
liotel surrounded with greeting John Bulls ; his 
fury, was somewh^it softened, and his rage loss 
violent than usual, parlicu1a|rly when honesiT'AU 
leyrand, the Emperor's grand sycophant of ho- 
nour, had addressed him thus: *^ Sire! and my 
most gracious Sovereign, Emperor, and King I 
notwithstanding the ungenerous endeavours of 
the British Government to cloud your Majesty's 

glory » 
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glory, to diminish the inestimable value of your 
Majesty's great actiotiH, to caluniniate your Ma- 
jesty's patriotism, disintercstcdncus, and libera- 
lity, and to excite the people of Great Britain 
against your Majesty's sacred person, Englishmen 
of all classes strive who shall be forem<j8t to 
bow to a lady, who had no other claims to their 
veneration, than that of having usurped the 
brilliant name (if Buonaparte. Sons of peers 
cringe to touch her hand ; superior and confix 
dential officers of his Britannic Majesty, with 
their wiveSi emulate to be admitted and re- 
marked in her drawing-room ; and his subjecti 
of every rank are anxious to pay their devpirs to 
the soi'dtsant Madame Jerome Buonapartei who, 
had she landed as Miss Patterson, would not 
only have been unnoticed, but perhaps insulted» 
From this voluntary and flattering behavioiu*, 
your Imperial and Royal Majesty may conclude 
what a reception he would have»obtained, had 
he gracioiuly condescended to land in the Brl* 
tihh Islands. Sire! some little more patience, 
and the Soverciiiii who has lately bc^n conse- 
crated Uox ItuHcitHy will soon be saluted, nay 

hailed. Rex BritanuUiiii'^ ! 

Whether 

* ^ S,cc Lc-j Nouvellfs I la Main, MciM»id4)r, *n xiil. K«. 4» ^'d* 7» 
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Whether this speech of Talleyrand is fabri- 
cated or real, whether it is composed as a com- 
pliment to Buonaparte^ or as a censpre on the 
conduct of certain British subjects, who suffered 
tlieir curiosity or politeness to get the better of 
t!ieir duty a»d policy, it is equally just, proper, 
and pointed. What a disgrace to the character 
of a free, dutiful, and loyal nation, to have pub- 
lished accounts of persons of rank and eminence 
dancinij!; attendar>ce on a Madame. Jerome (the 
wif(5 of a petty insignificant rebel and adventu- 
rer, brother of an ursurper, tyrant, and assassin, 
the sworn enemy of their country), who, as 
Talleyrand truly observed, would scarcely have 
been regarded or spoken to, had she arrived here 
as Miss Patterson. Her misfortune in having 
accepted for, a husband Jerome Buonaparte, cer- 
tainly deserves compassion and pity, but cannot 
be alleviated by an unexpected and undeserved 
attention ana troublesome bustle. As to her 

In a note it is said, that Talleyrand delivered this speech m 
JMilan, in the presence of all the grand ofKccrs cf stare of ihr 
Kingdom of Italy, who ail immediately exclaimed, ** Vivat 
Napoleonus Rex Britannicus!" To this compliment Buo- 
naparte answered with a gruciou.< smile, at the same time 
laying his hand on hii owoid. 

sex. 
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8CX| it would have beco respected the same^ less 
pompously indeed, ^ut J^erhaps more sincerely, 
by all true Britons, had she set her foot upon 
British ground as the unmarried daughter of aa 
American trader, instead of the disappointed 
and deserted wife of a revolutionary Imperial 
Highness hi petto. Our laws, our manners, our 
civilization, and our gallantry, protect it, without 
all the impolitic and ridiculous show and parade 
witnessed at Dover, and transmitted thence 
to (ill the columns of London newspapers, 
or to announce to continental nations our rapid 
advancement towards a degradation which we 
have so often censured in them, when prostrat- 
ing themselves before a Napoleone, Joseph, Lu- 
cicn, or Louis Buonaparte, before a revolution- 
ary Emperor, or before a revolutionary Empreps, 
In what light have the Emperors of Germany 
and Russia considered such an humiliating infa- 
tuation ? Have they not reason to belicvfi that 
the conclusions drawn by Talleyrand, though 
exaggerated, may not be improbable ? Stales 
that know nothing of our loyalty, resources, and 
public spirit, but from the libels in the Mont* 
tcnir, may they not suppose that our extravagant 
acts of good breeding are the dictates of fear, and 

I 5 that 
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that our necks arc stretched out ready to receive 
the Corsican yoke? Will not the loyal aj^d disin^ 
terested cabinet of Berlin rejoice at such pro- 
gression towards Corsican fraternity ? Britons arc 
but little aware of the hateful effects §uch ridi- 
culous scenes here, produce on the still inde- 
pendent continental nations. 

Had Madame Jerome, like a Madame Tal- 
lien, shown herself bold, daring, vain, and pre- 
sumptuous, instead of being modest and amiable, 
she would have been visited by our great folksj^ 
invited by our fashiopables, followed by crowds 
in her walks, gaped at in churches, stared at in 
theatres, and, finally, after being caressed by our 
first people, envied by her equals of the middle 
classes, and hooted and abused by the rabble. Her 
prudence and good sense in avoiding publicity, 
are as praiseworthy as her marriage is deplorable. 
All persons who have enjoyed the pleasure of her 
company, arc unanimous in their admiration of 
the charms of her person, as well as of the or- 
naments of her mind. 
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HER IMPERIAI, HIGHNESS 

ELIZA BUONAPJRTE, . 

SOVEREIGN PRINCBSS OF PIOMBINO^ qUoS- 
MADAME BACHIOCCHI. 



" IF any farmer wanls an able housewife^ 
any cattle-keeper a good dairy-maid^ an/ inn**- 
keeper an attentive and clean bar or chamber 
xnaid^ or any bleacher an expert laundress^ my 
Eliza,*' said Madame Buonaparte the mother, 
^* 18 a valuable match. She will keep at homjft- 
for months, never going out but^ to hear 
mass, or to make her confession, continually 
looking after the house,, watching, instructing,, 
and, when necessary, scolding the ~ Servants.- 
She can milk the cows or goats to perfection^* 
churn butter to a nicety, discover cows lost in- 
the woods, or runaway goats capering upon* 
the mountains. She can bake bread, brew beer,, 
feed pigs, and nurse lambs or kids. She is a. 
competent judge of all sorts of good wines, spirits,, 

1 6 and 
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and liquors; can mix negus, pyunch, or sylla" 
bubs, lemonade, coffee, or chocolate; can make 
feather or straw beds; can sweep to perfection 
sittjng and bed rooms^ and by splasning and 
mangling, spare the washing of sheets and cur- 
tains for years. By a method of her own, and 
invented by herself, she hangs, up, lays down, 
or spreads out her linen in such a systematic 
manner, that not a drop of rain, or a ray of the 
sun, is lost to whiten or dry them. For citi- 
zens of such description, of such occupation," 
repealed mother Buonaparte, ^^ my Eliza is an 
inestimable treasure*." 

Thus spoke the simple, plain, and poor Lc* 
liiia Buonaparte, when cultivating a small farm 
near Ajaccio in Corsica; when following the 
plough, or guarding flocks of goats ; when sur- 
rounded with nine ragged pr rather naked chil- 
dren, calling, and often calling in vain, for bread. . 
Notwithstanding her faith in the predictions of 
j:ypsi(;s, and in the prescience of her own dreams, 
bhe then little supposed that thrones, grandeur,- 
and wealth, were m store for those brats^ 
whom she expected to vegetate in penury, mean- 

* Sec Bulletin Imperial, &c. p 179 ctscq. 
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ness, and obscurity ; whom she would have 
thought rich, if not experiencing immediate 
wanti and exalted, if necessity or misery did not 
force them to become troublesome to the parish ; 
to augment the number of needy vagabonds beg- 
,ging on the highways, or the sturdy, starving 
beggars infesting and asking for alms in the 
streets of cities and towns. 

A countryman of her Imperial Highness Prin- 
cess £liza, considered affluent, because he pos- 
sesses property to the amount of twelve thou- 
sand livres (500/.J, was struck with the boasts 
of Mother Buonaparte, of- this her daughter's 
domestic qualities, which her friends in charity 
circulated all over the island of Corsica. He 
therefore hired a jack-ass to go to Ajaccio, where 
he surprised her Imperial Highness occupied in - 
the elegant employment of qualifying male pigs 
for the opera-house. As he wanted a wife of all 
work, this did not frighten or dishearten him. 
Without being captivated by a bfeauty, that, if it* 
ever had existed, had not been improved by the 
scorching rays of a burning climate, he was pleased 
with her sensible conversation and rustic accom- 
plighments. For him to demand and obtain the 
hand of a virgin^ already the mother of a child 

of 
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of many fathers, was, the same. Their nuptials 
were celebrated with a pomp that made Mother 
Buonaparte weep for joy, and all the other rag- 
gamnffins of Ajaccio envy her felicity *• 

The adventures of Princess Eliza's husband, 
Citizen Fcli^ Bachiocchi^ his present Serene 
Highness, Sovereign Prince of Piombino, were 
no less extraordinary than her own qualities were 
wonderful. The son of a shoe-blackat Bastia^ 
or at least of a wife of a shoe- black (whose very 
frequent visits to a neighbouring convent of 
Recollects scandalized the devotees, and furnished 
matter for the chat of gossips), he was gratuitously 
brought up by oneof thefiriars, till he was about 
twelve years of age, when he eloped, and en- 
gaged himself as a drummer in the regiment of 
Royal Italien. Destined, no doubt, to make 
a noise in a higher sphere, he was in some few 
months tired of the military service, and de« 
serted into Switzerland. After four weeks wan- 
derings, during which he subsisted by bagging 
and pilfering, hewasreceivtf intoacofiee-house 
at Basle, in the capacity of a waiter, and mar- 
quer, or marker at a billiard •table. Being soon 



* See Balletin Iraptrial, &e. p< 183. 
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.expert in playing^ be won constderable sums and 
beU, particularly from English travellers^ who . 
then visited the Swiss Cantons, Within six- 
years he had money enough to set up as a ma- 
nufacturer of chocolate. In that situation he 
married the daughter of a cotton-^manufacturer^ 
who took him into partnership, which, however, 
the death of his wife shortly dissolved. When he 
became the husband of Princess Eliza Biiona-^ 
parte, he was in business for himself. As from 
compassion he behaved very generously towards 
the distressed relatives of his wife, he had nearly 
ruined himself, when the plunder of Italy en- 
riched the sans-culotte Napoleone Buonaparte* 
He was then indeed relieved of a part of the 
incumbrance which he had supported ; but until 
Napoleone had usurped the Consulate, he was not 
indemnijied for his liberality, or paid his advanced* 
Even then a great objection was harboured in the 
Consular bosom against him. He had no crimes 
with which to reproach himself; his hands were 
neither polluted b^illage, norstained with blood; 
hisquiet submis8ion,and his wife's patient assidui- 
ties about her powerful brother, made him, how- 
ever, at last, in 1803, within a twelvemonth, a Co- 
lonel, a General, and a Senator; in 1804 a Serene 

Highnessy 
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Highness, and in 1805 the Sovereign Prince of 
Piombino, a petty principality on the borders of 
Tuscany, which Napoleone seized and bestowed 
on this his awkward brother- in-la\v,.that he might 
no longer bv his presence disgrace, at Paris^ 
the Imperial reviews, levees, drawing-rooms, and 
circles*. 

Since lier elevation to an Imperial Highness, . 
Eliza Buonaparte is much altered in her ha- 
bits. Formerly by turns devout and amorous, 
her occupations and passions were divided be- 
tween heaven and earth ; at present she is trans- 
formed into an invincible coquet, and a dis- 
believing infidel, notwithstanding that she was 
the first and the last of her family to demand 
arid obtain from his Holiness the Pope, indul- 
gences and relics, absolution for former sins, 
consolation for past troubles, and hope for future 
happiness f- 

The reason for this unaccountable change, is 
reported to be disappointment in not having* chil- 
dren, and a temporary delirium occasioned by the 
surprising and unheard-of successes of her guilty 

* Sec L^s Nouvcilts a la Main, Prairlal, an xiii. No.*i , p. j. 
t Idem, No. 2, p. i. 
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)rother« She is said to have invited^ in the be- 
pnning of April 1805, Cardinal Caprara to wait 
m her. When his Eminence arrived, he was, 
by her orders, shown into the innermost room 
af her hotel. Believing that a repenting sinner 
n^ould unbosom her frailtits before him, he with* 
3ut suspicion went through ^ix rooms before he 
entered the apartment of the - penitent, which 
was her boudoir. As soon as he was seated, she 
told her chamberlain, that she was visible to 
nobody before she rung the bell. She then 
bolted the door, placed a brace of pistols by her 
lide^ and ordered the Cardinal to approach her. 
Instead of imagining the real cause of thitf state 
of siege, his Eminence supposed her in a state 
of religious despair ; he began, therefore, to talk 
of the bounty of our Saviour, of the power of his 
vicar at Rome, and the example of the crucified 
robber, which proved that sincere repentance, 
howeVer tardy, was not too late. Here she in- 
terrupted him abruptly, with " None of your 
nonsense, Eminence ! you are not asked here to^ 
preach ;" and instantly proceeding to acquaint 
^im witli her real objcxt in inviting him to a 
'c/e-^d'tete, attempted by arguments and me- 
naces 
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naces to compel him to a breach of his vow of 
chastity ; which he was reported lo have faith- 
fully observed for more than thirty years. As 
the Cardinal found that remonstrance was in vain, 
and was fearful of irritating her by resistance, all '- 
the time she was raving he had unperceived by "^ 
her been ringing the bell ; her whole household • 
was instantly in an uproar, and, headed by " 
chamberlains, ladies in watting, maids of ho- 
nour, prefects of palace, equerries, and pages, ' 
forced open the door. They were all unanimot^s 
in laying their hands upon the poor pale Car- > 
dinal, suspecting from the situation of her Itn- 
rperial Highness, that he had attempted to coiii« P 
' mit a sacrilegious and high treasonable violence, r 
She, however, soon undetcived them, by calling -T 
dut to them to get out of the way» that she * 
might shoot the ungallant coward. This avowal ^ 
of Princess Eliza procured Cardinal Caprara his .- 
release, and an opportunity to escape to the castle - 
of the Thuillcries, where he informed the Em- • 
peror of the curiom indisposition of his sister. 
The consequence was, that his Majesty forced 
her Imperial Highness Princess Eliza, and his 
Serene Highness her husband, to set out with 

an 
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an escort of honour, within four days, for Italy* 
Arrived at Milan, Prince Bachiocchi alope went 
to Piombtno, his princely consort being Jn a 
most deplorable situation, screaming but every 
instant, " Is Napolcone an Emperor and a King 1 
am I an Imperial Highness I are my brothers 
and sisters to have children, and am I to have 
none*!" 

Princess Eliza continued indisposed at Milan 
even in 7une 1805^ and was attended by her 
physician, Dr. Husson, member and secretary 
of the Vaccine Committee f- 

The yearly allowance of her Imperial High- 
ness^ in France, amounts to three millions of 
livres, and at Piombino^ to two hundred thousand 
livres. Her diamonds, plate, and china^ are 
valued at six milHons of livres. Ninety-two per*- 
sons form her household, of whom a bishop is^ 
her almoner, and two grand vicars her chaplains. 
Madame la Place is her lady in waiting; Madame 
Brehan-Pclo de Crecy, and Madame Chambau- 

* See Lcs NouvcVes X l;i Main, Praiiial, an xiii. No. 3, p. <5 

and 7. 

f ^'>.? Le Tublicistc of June iS, 1805, P* 4* 

douin^ 
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douin, her maids of honour J Messrs.. D'Estemo ' 
and Phillippi, are her chamberlains; De Mon- 
trose, is her master of horse, and Picault her \ 
equerry ; Lesperut is her private secretary, and 
Villeneuve, her inteudai\t *. 

* See \a% Nouvcllcs a- la Main, Messidor, an ziii. No. i, 
p. 2 ; and Bulletin Imperial, &c. p. 79. 

I 

Since the abuvc was written, the ancient republic of Luca . 
bas been incorporated with Bachiocchi's- principality. ', 
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CHARLOTTE BUONAPARTE, 

PRINCESS OF SANTA CRUCE ; 

NO IMP£RIAV HIGltNESS. 



WHEN Lucien Buonaparte had deter- 
lined to marry 'according to his own inclination, 
ut contrary to the atnbitious views and absolute 
rders of Napoleone, he invited his -brothers 
o^ph and Louis, and his four sistefs, with 
heir husbands, to assist at his nuptials. Through 
iar of the Imperial wrath, most of tjicuj, hpw- 
ver, under different pretexts, declined the invi- 
ation. Joseph was tormented by the gout> 
^uis suffered from rheumatism; Bachiocchi was 
uddenly vtaken ill, and Murat had a very bad 
:old : in such circumstances, the wives could not 
eave their husbands, and he received their com- 
non apologies at the same time. The Prince 
ind Princess Borghcse were not among the num- 
ber 
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ber of these; they had no excuse, no complaint/ 
being unexpectedly visited by Lucien, and found 
all well, an hour before the ceremony was to take 
place. A message to the Emptor infbrmed 
him of their dilemma, and (e^ged for advice how 
to get out of it. His Majesty innnediately and 
graciously invited himself to din^, and to pass 
the day with them. The Prinee and the Princess 
Santa Cruce, less prudent, or more independent, 
were the only relatives of Lucien who were pre- 
sent at his condemned wedding*. 

The family quarrels of the petty Buonapartes, 
whose usurped rank has been unable to alter 
their native sans-culotte minds, have often caused 
their friends uneasiness, their rivals pleasure, 
their enemies satisfaction, and ihtgood Parisians 
of all classes and parties wonderful amusement* 
Since Napoleone seated himself on the throne 
of the Bourbons, hardly a week has elapsed, 
that one or more of ^the members of his family 
have not been disgraced or insulted by him. 
Sometimes their frequent attendance at court 
was thought unbecoming, as bordering on fa- 
miliarity; at other times their long absence 



4 



* Sec Bulletin Imperial) &c p. ac5. 

was 



1 



PRINCESS OF SANTA CUUCE. 191 

construed into neglect: one.day, when 
/ prctfcntcd themselves, ihoy were refused 
liltance; the next day, for not calhngi 
^ were accused of wiuu of attention^ of 
|p. When they appeared often at the ThuiU 
ea, or at St. Cloud, they were told that 
^. were troublesome $ when some days went 
r without their being iherei they were sus- 
tcd of being mutinous, or at least discontented, 
icn they attempttd to speak in their own dc- 
cc, they were called audacious; when they 
imittcd in silence, they were despised as mean, 
hen they pclitioned for places or emolument, 
y were informed that they must wait their Sovc* 
rn's plcanurc; when they waited with patience 
I Hilcnce, they were reprobated as having no ho* 
trable dQ»\Ti: of riBingfrom their original obscu* 
;, uo perception of the dignity of elevation^ 
J no notions of the comfort and influence of 
ahh* It should also be stated, that they were 
en rccompcnHcd for ail these contrarietieSf 
' all their chastisinients and anxiety. The 
pricious tyrant, during one nioinciii of good 
imour, overpowered then) with bis bencfic* 
)ns, and imlcnmincd them, in part, for their 
durance of several years^ pains and bumilia* 

ttons. 
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tions. He frequently squanders away, in fifteen 
minutes, upon his mother^ brothers, and sisters, 
more profitable otlkcs and valuable gifts thait the 
Sovereigns of the house of Bourbon had during 
five centuries bestowed on their roval relatives*. 

Tlie improper and forbidden marriage of Lu- 
cien Buonaparte did not decrease nor put an end 
to those vexations and disagreements of the other 
Buonapartes with their supreme chief Napo- 
leone, viho, tlie next day, forbade the Prince and , 
Princess Santa Cruce his court. This act of des- ^ 
poiism highly offended their Serene Highnesses 
the Prince and Princess of Santa Cruce; and, in 
con cqucnce, the latter is said to have written i 
the following letter to her brother, the revolu- a 
tionary Emperor f- ^ 

" Vou have oflen told me, dear Napolcone, ^ 
that you found me an apprentice in the shop, of | 
a mantua-maker, and placed me as the mistress :- 
of the palace of a Prince; that from a sans>culotte r 
servant, your victories have made me a wQaithy .. 
Princess. You have so long and so frcqucHtly .^ 
repeated to me what you have done for me, that % 

* Sec Bulletin Imperial, &:c. p. 207. . ■ 

f Ibid. Appendix, p. 50 ct seq. and Le A'oyageur Italitiif " 
4^0. vol. ii. p. 7 et seq. ^ 

you , 
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m mi>8t pardon mc, if in my turn I call to your * 
roembrance what I have suffered from you; 
do not deny, that, with us all, I was poor and - 
doced ; that f worked hard, and gained but 
.tie ; but it is also a fact, that during the few: 
>ttrs I could spare for diversions, I was^happier - 
an I have ever been Isi nee;- and I went agarn 
:hind the counter, with greater satisfaction than 
ever entered iyour wife*^ drawing-^room^ or sat- 
iwn at your dinners of state. I had s mistreas in- 
sed ; but when she had done scolding me fbr«>- 
ttlt^ or a mistake,: I heard no more of it : * you/ 
) the contrary, like an old ilt*natured wohian^ ' 
ben once irritated, repeat over and 'over agaiti' 
i'my frailties; every thing that; has displeased 
^11 froaif my infancy to the present monlent« 

**. 1. have experienced that you -have a good*' 
lemory to preserve in remembrance the crroft 
f others, btat the worst in the world for recall-' 
ig your own mistakes, your own absurdities^ 
iur:x>wo extravagance, your own ingratitudiey 
id fiaition my: frankness, even your owr^crimes» 
larx^.you forgotten when, in 1792, you spoke 
f engaging in the English service under Paoli ? 
hen, in 1793, V^"^ execution of the Touloncse 
ffcitcd hoj-ror ; and when, inconsequence^ you 

VOL. 2ir. K were 
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irere the following year arrested as a terrorist? 
Has it escaped your memory who it was tfaat,^by 
her prayers, prevented you from . sewing ' the 
Grand Turk in 17959 as well as Great. Britain 
in 179 1 ; who complained of to you, but palliated 
to otheilTy the atrocities you perpetrated at Tou« 
lon in i793» dnd who, at the expense of her own 
necessaries of life, supported ypu, when b terro- 
rist prisoiwr at Nice in 1794? When you were 
made a General of Brigade by Barras in Septem- ' 
bfT 1795« can yoo not recollect who pawned her 
o^jQ wearing apparel, not only her gowns, but her 
very, shifts^ to pay for your first r^meniala-as a 
genera) ? What did you say, when at Gampo 
FonjiJO,, in 1 797, fortune enabled you to dictate 
a pe^^ to the £lmp»;ror? did. yoa not tell m^ 
that as J had been your most tender and affec- 
tionate, sij^ter, Lshpuld be the best its well as the 
first provided for ? The Prince my husband, I 
flatter myselfy jodging frgm his expressioaa^ wass 
more takeniby.my trifling natural charms, than 
induced to marry. me from the rcnawn of yoor 
victori^Sc I am confirmed in this opinion by bia . 
kind conduct during ypyxr wanderings in Egypt 
and in Syria, at. a time when. nobody, in 
Kurope ever: expected that you would: return 

frdini 



PRINCESS OP SANTA CRUCE. i^j 

from Africa and Asia. Whca after having'dl*- 
caped the fflecu of the climate, and the duiigeri' 
of the waves; the mutinous disipcsltton of ymt'^ 
own troops, the fire and sword o^your Turkrsli' 
foesj and the vigitance of EngUsh crcuseri, yoit*' 
again Innded in France, whcre> instead ofpunrshi* * 
incnt for your desertion, you were rewarded with" 
the supreme authority, Itow did you behave to 
uie your dear^t sister? How did you act by ^ 
Diy husband, who, in uniting himself with our' 
family, had sacrificed the friendehip of his own*; 
who, deluded by your dnplicity and hypocritical' 
jargon of liberty and equality, watf maimed inf' 
lighting At the head of the Roman patriots ?' 
The places of* your government, the treaaurba" 
of state, you thTcv( away on everyone n»hit^'' 
to you, however low, ignoranti^ or imMfortby,^ 
We alone wefe lef\ nmK>ticed, • unrewarMli 
What have you done fofe us sine«? In propor- 
tion as your usuf|HKl power augmtniedi your 
insulting inclitrorence about us increased. Wfteil 
you made a Bftchioochi & general and setialor, a 
Murnt a governor of Paris ; when yo* gate a 
cardinars hat to a Fesch, diamonds worth millions 
10 xht wivcft of <mif brothers, to Eti^a, to Pau« 
Ictrte, and to CaroKhc; what ranic did you be- 

K 2 stow 
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i\^ on my husbaud ; >vbat.pres6nts were offered 
19 mei You may say, that you have no title to 
Ciopfer that would not disgrace a Prince of Santa 
Cruce, and no gifts of value for the rich. Princess 
bis wife. Those excuses might have 'l>een ad« 
missible in better times, when Sovereigns and 
Princes knew their own dignity, and did not ad- 
mit the fiatemity of upstarts; but in our deprav- 
ed age, supremacy, if ever so unjustifiably and 
treacherously seized, and riches, if ever so in- 
famously acquired,; are not despised and abhorred^ 
as the reward of barbarity and meanness, but 
considered as if they were the well-earned fruits 
of worth and virtue. You should have left to 
us th« choice of accepting or declining, but not 
have treated us as if we were the outcasts even 
of th« vtjest ,of the Buonapartes, Excuse my 
warmth ; but your unkind treatment makes me 
regard myself as belonging no more to the 
BuoDapan<},faipily tl>aQ the Prince my bus* 

b^nd^.r . , 

/^ A^ to yoi)r late fury against JLucien, jt 19 
unjust and unnatural, as weilaj^. cruel, and inso- 
lent. He is indeed not pure^ but what are. bis 
vices andcrimes, compared td yoipr outrages and 
enormities i His wife is an lioncst woman : can 

• the 
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the same bt said of yotirs ? Eveir scandal has re* 
spected Madame Lucien^ while incredulity and 
guilt itself must blush in recolfecting the pro- 
fligate deedi that transformed Jdscphinie de 
Beauharnois into a Madame Napoleone Biiona^ 
parte. j 

" Do not expect that I will ever supplicate 
you to revoke the order which forbids me 
your court. Your court \ I can scarcely re- 
frain laughing! Degrade there as tnoch as 
you {Please the representatives of Emperoi*s 
«nd Kin^,' but, depend Wpbn it, you shall 
never more be honoured with tny ^resencel 
As soon as- we have arranged bur aStAfs, mf 
husband and I intend to join at home ourwbr^ 
thier relations, and better bred equals *.'*' 

Within four hours the Prince eff Santa Cruce 
received the following note from the Minister 
of Police Fouche : " Sir, by superior command, 
I enclose for your Serene Highness, for your 
consort, and attendant:*, passes to leave Paris with« 
in twelve hours, and France within six daya. I 

* In a nofe of the Appe«(lix of Bulletin Imperint, p. 53, it it 
stHtcd (hat the Princess gave a copy of this letter to Lucien, 
who circulaied it all over Fiance and Ifaly. 

K 3 must 
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must inspect the -execution of these orders. I 
have the 'honour, kc. 

(Signed) *' fouchk'." 

In two hours the Prince and Princess Santa 
Cruce were in their carriages fbrilome, where 
they have resided ever since. The allowance of 
ojne million of livres, which they had from Napo- 
leonc^ was stopped ; andallthe^iianiODds the Prin- 
cess had received from her brother, wece^ by his 
orders, seized on the frontiers, as hy chance, by the 
custom-boose officers. All ihe fiomaa.oobilit]r 
that formerly shunnied her, ociow visit i^ xrarea^ 
her. From . the richesof her husbaud, she is ec^ 
ahled to rlive in great .fplendour/inbia holel $4 
Rome*. 
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HER IMPERIAL HIGHNESS . 

MAR"^ . PAULETTE B UONAPARTE, 

PRINCBSS OP BOROHJiSE — CI-DBYANT 
MADAMB LM Ct<BRC. 



duand on ignore tout> pourqooi doi^ enscifnei ? 
(iiiand on port det feiSr povrquoi Touloir regnci ? ' 

^^E Kmperor of the Prencb liad invited 
his Holiness the Pope, for the i5th of January 
1805, ^^ ^ f^^^^h P^irly i" the "Empress's apart- 
ments in the castle of the Thuillcrics, whercJ 
none but the Buonapartes^ and some favourite 
and select friends, were admitted. During a 
moment's silence^ when the tea was handed 
about by their rcvohitionary Majesties* chamber- 
Jainsi her Imperial Highness Princess of Bor- 
ghese suddenly burst out a-laughing, so loud 
and so long, that Napolcone the First command- 
ed her to cease, or to leave the room. *^ Please 

K 4. your 



200 THE FEMALE PLUTARCH. 

your Majesty, be not offcndccl," said she, wiih 
Jidiveti \ ** I am not always inistrcbs of myself, 
when any laughable ideas occur to me. I was 
just thinking how it would edify our contempo- 
rarios, and astonish posterity, had the Holy Fa- 
ther, who sits there so grave, received the gift 
of eonveriing me to Christianity, or if I possess- 
ed the spirit of j>crverting him to infidelity." 
** It is too much," interrupted Cardinal Fesch ; "I 
*^ cannot, lought not to sufier such a scandal, such 
a blasphemy. I will tell your Imperial Highness, 
improbable as it seems to you, that it is more 
easy to make you a Christian proselyte, that an 
honest and modest woman/' — ** Out, out with 
you both. Princess and Eminence!'' cried bis 
Alajcsty the Emperor in a rage. ** Am I not 
the sovereign master in my otvn palace as well as 
ip my own empire ? Am I not here the or\ly per- 
son competent to judge of indecencies as well as 
of impertinences ; of improprieties as well as of 
indecorous demeanour, to correct the former 
and chastise the latter? The Princess is in the 
wrong; but you. Cardinal, are very much to 
blame for daring to reprimand her in my pre- 
tence. I command you both to retire instantly 
firom the companyi and to remain confined to 

your 
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r own hotel8^ and there await my good plea* 
land pardon.'' — " Most gracious Monarch,*' 
Fius VII. " forgive ihem for my sake, and let 
n remain where they are. They sinned unio* 
ionally, and not deliberately. I pardon thetn, 
'our Majesty graciously do the same. And you^ 
icess," continued his Holiness, ^^ as con- 
2til as I am of n^y Cardinal's orthodoxy, ,^ 
:ain I am that you, before your 4eath, will 
ome one of my flock." — ** Then, Hqly F?- 
r," retorted the Princess, '^ you mustli^e to a. 
^t age." — ** Silence, Imperial Highness," ex* 
med the Emperor with a stern voice. ** Throw 
trself down and beg his Holiness's pardon this 
t^nt, or I will in an hour send you ^way from 
dominions, never to return again.": — " ICtbM 
;he case," stammered the Princess, knecHn^, 
;hen permit mc to kiss the Holy Father's feet, 
I to implore his forgiveness and jndulgenceS|" 
e Pope, in giving her his hJe^ing, raised her, 
1 presented his hand to kiss. In returning to 
p scat by the side of her Imperial Highticss 
incess Louis, the Princess of Borghese nnft- 
ed loud enough to be heard hy most pcrsyps 
jseni, " Whatavillanous wrinkled hand has that 
onsieur Vice-Christ; and how ridiculously uh. 

K 5 "'•" " g?«ant 



2oa THE FEMALE PLUTARtJH. 

gallant he is 1 how rude, to think of oSering nie 
his old dirty hand to kiss, instead of taking ad«> 
vantage of his situation, and embracing such a 
handsome gay lady as myself — ^me, who have 
turned the heads of all the lecmx of France, St. 
Domingo, and Italy ; of the army, of the navy, 
and of the church !'* Napoleone, with onfe of 
those terrible and significant looks, which be- 
long exclusively to his Majesty himself, put a 
stop to her soliloquy ; and the happiness and en* 
joyment of the evening was not interrupted by 
any other accident, except that Madame D*Ar- 
berg, the Empress's lady in waiting, to the great 
alarm of all the party, scalded with hot tea the 
Imperial lap-dog of her sovereign, Bij6u* ' The 
bulletin of the following day announced, bow- 
ever, to the sincere consolation of fifteen thou- 
sand visitors, who inquired after its health, 
** that the Imperial beatt was in a fair way of 
convalescence *.'* 

* This scene of the Imperial fomily parQf is ttansltled fipf m 
Lcs Nouv^eb k )a Main, Vemose, an xiii. No. 4> p. i et seq. 
Ui a note it is stated, that it was communicated to the Editon 
by one of the pages in waiting, and that Madame D^Aibeig, 
after the accident of the dog, fainted aw^ ; all the mskls of 
konour fell into fits, and all the chamberltins taanoA wAtt 
according to the etiquette established by the Empeior's .Coon- 
cil of Slate. 

^ Before 
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Before the. Princess of Borghese was up the 
next mortiing, ia message was left fou her fpoih 
Ihe EiMperoTxher brother, tnforfnmg her that 
^hc was expected by his Majesty, who Would gra- 
ciously see her at three o^ clock in the afternoon, 
on that day. After h^ng dressed herself in a 
very coquettish manner, she went to the palace 
of the Thuilleries, and was ushefed into the 
most secret closet of his Majesty, who at her en- 
trance through one door, let out his favourite 
Mameluke through another. *^ Saris fafonSy 
brother Napoleone,*' said the Kvel/ and giddi^ 
l^rincess Borghese, ^' what can you want with 
'me at this hour, ami partiottlarly at this moment, 
when your bon army Rostan, has just left you J vJ 
tmderstand you want variety^ — |h« tite-a^iite q{ 
an infidel is therefore to follow that of a Mus- 
-mlmaa." — " Can yoh., sister,*' interrupted Na- 
^leone> ^^ be serious for the ten mm^ites I in- 
HPend and must speak seriously wkh y<Hi ? Youi 
know too well, that next to ix^ dear Princess- 
L^ouis, you have the greatest power over me of 
all our relatives; that if you are eomplaisaot 
sometimes to me, I am alwitys-kind and ge- 
nerous to you. You know also, because I have 
eftea explained it. to you, that next to the mili- 

K 6 tary 
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tary support of my brave and devoted troops^ 
I trust to the spiritual authority of the Pope» 
and his supretnacy over the Christian Catholic 
churchy for the preservation (^ my Imperial 
throuC) and for its ciohtinuance in the jrassession 
of the Buonaparte dynasty : 

Les Rais n'ont ^us dt crone ou Dieu n'a plus dc temple ! 
Que la Religion qui soutieot tni couronne 
Receive dt mob btis, I'appni qu ellejne dmhe. 

You smile at my poetic declamation, but Porta- 
lis has so often repeated these iineSf that I know 
'them by heart; and svhenever the avarice, bi- 
gotry, or superstition of the clergy put me out 
of humour^ I get the better of my auger in re- 
collecting the political justness X)f these linof. 
It was the infidelity of Frenchmen, as much 
as the imbecility of the m'misters .of .the 
loo good Louis XVL that overturned the throne 
of that PriiKre, sent him to the scafibkl, and fi- 
nished and- excluded- for ever from France the 
Bourbon race. I, a sovereign of four years only, 
have 1 not much to apprehend from tbcsacrib^ 
gious monster that subverted a dynasty of fotir- 
teen centuries standing, and almost uninterrupt- 
ed 
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ed prosperity? You camiot conceive all the 
difficulties I had to surmount ; all the discussions^ 
all the obstacles^ all the arguments and all the so* 
phistrV) which pretended philosophers, revolution- 
ary fanatics, depraved reformers, immoral republi- 
cans, and sanguinary atheists, opposed to the re- 
storation of religion in the French empire. I was 
obliged to cajole and bribe some, to terrify and 
exile others, and to remove and pupish the most 
refractory of the indiscreet and impolitic crew of 
infidels. J am well aware, that all .enlightened 
persons, with you,, understand how to estimate 
truly my Christian zeal ; consider my Catholi- 
cisni as mere mockery, a^id.pj Catholic Pope 
as a superstitious^ id'iot, my political puppet. But 
even those who, with you and me, ^o not be- 
lieve in a God, are convinced of the utility arid 
necessity, as well as of the policy, of implanting 
religious notions into the, n^inds of a fickle, vain> 
unprincipled, and naturally ferocious people. 
Tbcy .remember the shocking and barbairous 
scenes of 1793 and 1794, and therefore prefer 
the military and ecclesiastical, to the popular and 
atheistical yoke. More people perished by the 
republican guillotine of infidels and unbel^^vers^ 

during 
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during eighteen months^ than during the eight 
preceding centuries had been redticed to ashes 
by the faggots of religions persecutors and inqui* 
sitorial tormentors. Last night I 'was as highly 
offended as every body else was scandalised, by 
your inconsistent and improper etourderie. I am, 
as well as you, acquainted with the contemptible 
character of modem Frenchmen, my dutifkhuh' 
jects ; and that at a givcfn signal from me, they 
would all be ready to prostrate themselves wi^th 
the Mussulman, pray with the Pwfte^tant, howl 
hymns with the Methodist, kneifl before 'the 
rising sun with the Indian^ wor&hlp the cow or 
the crocodile with the Egj'ptian, phmge them- 
selves into the Ganges with the Biramin, adote 
the Devil with the Abydsitii^n's, lay dovm 
oflferings to the moon with the Icel^mders, go 
to mass, confess, and communicate with the 
Iloman Catholic. But I hope that the perver- 
sity of the present generation, 'shbu1d< niy teigki 
continue prosperous and long, >^ill 'tiot'debcehd 
to its descendants, to future generarionitodages- 
In our private party last night,. 1 db Chifik^ tfaa% 
with the exception of Plus VI I« and one of his 
six Cardinals, there was nobody who WA^ i l^fal 

Christian 
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Christian in his heart. You observed, however, 
how much they all felt themselves hurt by your 
imprudent sortie,/ your indiscreet sally ; because 
all, for the preservation of civitrzed society, 
were, with liiySelf, persuaded of the ncces«ity, 
at least of being externally Christians^ of not 
saying any thing to be reprobated by the piety 
of the faithful) or scandalizing the scruples of 
the conscientious or devout. Let tne therefore 
conjure you to be hereafter more decent, -pru- 
dent, and discreet. Believe me, that^ notwith- 
standing my sincere affection forr you, should 
you not cease your profane and . irreverent lan- 
guage and expressidhs when in company with 
strangers, or with oiil* fatiilly and visitors at my 
court, I shall, for the Safety (:ff tis ill, te obliged 
to silence my own inciihaiion^, &tii\ listen tp 
my duty as a sovereign, by ordering you itito 
exile on one of your husbaml*6 cstat^i on the Otfhfcr 
side of the Alps; and renoatiee for 'fever ftf! t!he 
satisfaction and plea dure I hkvt proali^ ftiy^K 
from your conversation arid tendcrriess.*' 

** Admire my patience, brother,*' replied the 
Princess of Borghcse, ** in h^lening'with atteh- 
tjon and silence to your excdient sehYioii' ai^d 
eternal capucinade. It is vfef j^ eady fbt ytJUj*' dttir 

Napoleonoy 
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Nap: ^'o-.ie, wild are so ciUhiislastically fond of 
your rank and .luihoritv, and who from your 
youth have st'.jditt! dissimuluion, and made du- 
plicity habitual, to stitlj vour real sentiments, . 
and be as much at voiir c;i>e in the company of 
impostors and hypocrites of every description ' 
as with men of honour, veracitv, and intesritv. 
But as to me^ who never cor.ctaled my real thou£:htsf 
nor spoke what i did not think, were I to promise 
YOU to esteem wh.it i scorn, and to scorn what I : 
esteem, 1 should deceive you, and for the first . 
time in mv life not act frank iv with vou. For . 
example, was it not disgusting, last night, to see = 
the apostate and atheist Talleyrand, who has so 
frequently confirmed mc in my infidelity, throw 
himself down at the feet of a pontiff (who has 
not %o much sense in his whole body as the 
ex-bishop and minister has in his little finger), n 
and to remain on his knees, during a good quar- \ 
tcr of an hour, until Pius VII. had finished his - 
mummery? was it not- enough to excite one's - 
laughter, to see this same grave Pope giving - 
his old and ugly hands to be kissed by the > 
most beautiful women of France? who could ; 
help smiling at observing your own chaste and ^ 
religious Josephine so devoutly demand^ and so ^ 

readily 
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ie««lily ohuin his Holiness** UcMing ? aiui when 

uur own Uear ^nd imUccilc iu\qI« Fc«cbt^<attovu^ 

in has bnliianl Carditiars dr«i$, m if be htJ bccu 

shirt up in a smck^ a(Wr thi; depirlurc . of ihc 

Pop«9 bt(?gAU ill Ins luru hit ridicul^ius tolciuu 

grimaces^ was it possible Co bcserious^ or rather 

wjis tioi U^qgbler irresistible.? Do you not sup* 

pose th^it ttiSiay others besides myself remarked 

these and oilier absurdities and.epntradictitms^ 

^ugnaut to tke^yeSi and repulsive to the niiud > 

and €k> you imagine that their respect for the 

viable head of the Roman CathiJic religion was so 

mu^l^ augmented) that they went away improved 

or even satisfied ) As a friend , I advise you not 

to expose this idol of the faithful to their view 

too ofteni for fear that they may discover its 

defbrniitiest or their own fallacy* If -you do not 

wish to have vour own works undermined and 

perhaps blown up^ send away as soon as possiblvi 

or shut up as closely as you decently can^ the 

Roman PontiiT. Without the least intention of 

hurting your pride, vaiuiy> or policvi I tell you 

with sincerity, that hy his consecration of vou 

as ati Emperor^ he certainly ha^ lost a great deal 

of the veneration fornieriy paid to the tiara and 

to his holy office. 

«* As 
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*' As' to your nynit<!etf ef banishing luc tnttn 
yawrffttifitntt, tx 6f exiling tnc to the ctountry- 
sfats of my husbmd in Italy, ^hen you* call to 
your remembrance that you alhrte haV6 itoade 
me what I 'atn, ind such as I am, I do not (ear 
them much. I do not think it (HNttible tbit yoa 
could fhos^'trtet a -flflster who is Aid haa lalwa^fv 
been ycmr eonfidential and tmty Meftd ) ' whota 
you'conrn'^ej'to an atheivty tedseduded to be* 
come ineeMueras; who, MritfaoUit your reftaonih|Bjli 
ttnd your persnasion, nHght^ttt(A0#efeMn'itnM^ 
^e number bf fhe 'aeteet fiiire ahd' idllMJnfr 1^^ 
^t 1 8^ that ^hat I "say aflfeota ^ym, 'and-i^bb* 
Ixeve even-aiffi^ta you ; let us therefore -^tttbtdft 
eaeh other and make peace : as, hawever, the t^ti* 
'fications of treaties of peace are atways 'a(:c(5ni« 
panied with presents, I expect frbkn you soufe* 
thing more substantial than an embrace/' The 
•Emperor immediately took frohi a -closet a 
diamond necklace, worth half a million of livres 
(20,000/.) > which he fastened n)und the. ivory 
neck of the Princess, assuring her, " that when 
in future displeased with her words or transac- 
tions, he should not use his own power, but apply 
to her or^'n feejings." The same day the Prince . 
of Borghcsc was made a grand oflScer of the 

L^on 
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egtdn of .HcmouTf and 'was presented ^witb « 
itcbrset.witbdiamond^i as rakiableas theitieck^ 
eeigivon to(i|irwife^. 

iTfae PrnuxssS'Borghese istiow (1805) in her * 
renty-eighth year, and ^bas .been married 
fo years to her present husband, and was 
fee years the Wife of Oederal ' Le Clerc, 
bodied in the spring of 1803, by whom she 
id two sons, who have survived him. The 
rince of Borgbese is not yet a father. Her 
iriy allowance from her brother amounts to 
or millions of livres; her diamonds, plate^ 
etttrea, china, &c. are esteemed worth ten 
illioDS ; and her property in the funds, or in ' 
tateSf 18 calculated to be worth above fifteen 
illions^ of which ten millions were left hei^ by 
*j former husband, of his plunder in Portugal 
id St. Domingo. As well as all her brothers 
id sisters, she has her chamberlains, maids of 
niour, lords and ladies in waiting, equerries, 
d pages ; but she has not, as all her other 

* In Lcs Nouvcllcs a la Main, Vcnfosc, an xiii. No. 3i p* 4 ^ 
teq. from which the above particulars arc translatcH, it is 
led, that they were written by the Princess herself^ afid 
'culated by her, to show her influence over her brother. 

3 ■ Imperial 
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Imperial relatives, a bishop for an almonefi oi 
grand vicars fur her chaplains ; the is, however^ 
the only Imperial Highness on whom Napoleone 
has bestowed a suite of elegant apartmeDta in the 
cattle of .St. Cloud*.. 

. ♦ Set Btiildm ttnperiaU &e* P^ aai. 
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HER IMPERIAL HIGHNESS 

'JNNUN: CAR^. BUONAPJRTE,' 

PRiNCSSS (ci-DfiVANT MADAME) MURAT. 
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Sous 6on r^gne indolent, bientot tout va changer \ 
Le bicn s^y fait sans gloire et le mal sans danger. 



'* AS long as my sister Josephine remains 
Tmdisturhed upon llje throne 9ftj:ie French ;em*._^ 

pire, she has no reason to complain either of 

. . ' •■ ■.'• '• * ' . '■ ' ■^' V ..-• '■••Vv 

intrusion or usurpation, of vanity or audacity, if 

J am determined not to endure anv rival upon 
the throne of f^shipn^.gr permjt any body else 
to. seize the light reins of my fickle dominions.'* 
Such was the contents of the officisil' note deli- 
vered by the maid of honour, Madanie La Granffe, 
in the name of her i?iisttos, her Imperia^jtiigh* 
ness Prmcess Murat, to Madame Remusat, a 
lady in waiting of the£mpress 6f the Frcnph, 

in answer to the. following oflkial mevsaire^ 

• . ;'i \u\ T'.'UJT fu o7:,' ; .H^o'J 5..:":.' 
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'^ With equal surprise and indignation) Madame 
knd my sister, have I heard of your vain, auda- 
cious, and mutinous conduct, in daring to usurp 
the power belonging to me ^xclulivdy, of re- 
lating the fashions of my empire. I ana toid -that 
you are conspiring night and day with certain 
milliners and matitua-makers, to ovenhrowin 
an hour what has cost myself and the members 
of my privy council weeks and months delibera- 
tions and industry to determine and conceive: 
aud that thence the bonnets a la Josephine^ the 
corsets a VImpcratricej the gowns a la Souveraine^ 
and the shoes a la Pagerie, have suddenly dis- 
appeared, to give place to those unbecoming and 
ridiculous hats a tjiliesse^ petticoats <i/(2 Caroline^ 
veils ci rAnminciade, and slippers a la Murat. I 
am your Sovereign — you are my subject; I com* 
mand you, therefore, under pain of my displet- * 
sure, to cease your impertinent intrusion. 

(Signed) " Josephine, Empress.*^ 

]Mo sopnei* had the Empress read'th<f official 
note of Princess Murat^ tlian the natural crimson 
whi6h so seldom colours her Majesty's cheeksi 
faffed the lustre even of her mdet brilliant arti* 
ficiaV'roujge ; the beating of her pulse alifaoit 

surpassM 
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MKd tbe palpUalion of her ImptrMl heart* 
Eiall6, her physiciais and-Yvan, her ttir- 
y were sent- for by Madame Ducbatel^ her 

in waitings who^ bowev^r^ mistook her 
"cigii't niu^Mn: the- required no^ the 
tanoe of the SkmiIiv* but the ad?ioe of her 
a\ of state. All its members, consistiag 
ef ladies in waiting, and her m^ds of ho* 
^. ^itens convoked; her Majesty presided, 
her favourite chiunber^-maid, Fauve^ acted 
ccretary. The. discussions were*. long and 
ntf before it was resolved to send another 
ial and admcmilory epistle to Princess Murat, 
sting her, that '^ if she did not directly re- - 
ice her pr^ensions and plots, and ddiver up 
leeomplices, she must abide by, and feel the- 
consequences of her refractory spirit." Her 
rrial. Highness retorted with this laconje 
% dvux : ** Eternal warfare, rsrther than^such 
honourable and. degrading peace." 
pon this the Empress again assembled her- 
icit of state, of which Madame Bertin, late 
ner of the late Queen of France, . was sworn 
V meml)er« Notwithstanding her advanced 

this: lady remembering her foroMr exploits 
prosperous bavock ia the magazines of iae^* 

merchants 
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iDerchants and niuslih- manufacturers, proposed - 
an immediate declaration of war, and herself as r 
quartermaiter-generah ' She had nearly gained "'' 
over the council to her Opinion, when the maid * 
of honour, tht; inodestMadajoaeiS^can, asked her ^ 
Sovereign permission to make sonic few and ' 
humble observations. " Were your Majesty," " 
said she, ^' instantly to denounce war, without ,' 
even preceding it with an uliimatum^ Princess 
Murat would have some reason to crv out in**' ■ 
justice, if not cowardice. She might say, that^ ! 
not having capacity or valour enough to engage- ; 
in a fair contest, we wished to obtain victory by 
unfair means and by surprise. I, therefore, sab- 
nnt to your Majesty's superior wisdom, ^trhctbcT-^ 
ib would not bu more honourable, and.uiorc ge-* 
nerous, to dispatch an official ultimatumy fixing 
equitable terms, and a limited time for Khi IViu- • 
cc$s to submit. If not acceded to ittr accepted, 
then open attack and direct hostilities should - 
follow.'* .. , 

After. an hour's further deliberatioh-, ber Ma- 
jesty the Empress gradously consentedu<>>cban^e 
Madame Seran's motion into an Imperial 'decree, • 
and an ultimatum was thus drawn^ upi : ^f His • 
Majesty the Emperor of the French, aurgrdk;:i()tts 

coiisort 
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rt and lord, hat the undtapated 'ifid. un« 
ed right to ordain the coloursi euts> Azt, 
ingth of the dresses of all gentlemen at loiur, 
, and of our household, of his public func* 
ics, and of all persons serving him in his 
9f the form of their hats as well as of their 
and shoes i so We, Josephine, Empi^ss of 
rench, have an equal right, from our rank 
upremacy, as well as from our taste and 
s, to regulate every thing concerning the 
ng apparel and accoutrements of our female 
:ts. To convince the universe, however, 
r sincere desire to avoid a rupture with her 
rial Highness Princess Annunciade Caroline 
,t, our dearly beloved stster*in-law, we 
ascend to bestow the following indulgenee 
the following terms : 

K. Her Imperial Highness Princess Murat, 
from this day regard herself as vice-regent 
c empire of fashion, and accordingly, com* 
I, disseminate, invent, and establish every 
belonging to the dresses of the higher and 
' lojirgcoisiCf of the wives and daughters of 
or magistrates, of the wives and daughlera 
lyori and municipal ofEcers, of sub-prefects, 
nkers, of merchants, of mecbmtcs, &c. &iB. 

L. III. h ^^ a* ia 
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^^ 2. Ingratitude for this -oQr munificent boun-> 
ty, her Imperial Highness Princess Murat shall 
return immediately to her duty, and promise fnom 
this day and for the future, never to interfere, . 
aiter^ or conspire against those dresses^ oma-> 
ments, and trappings, gala suits, or desIiaJnUeSy 
arranged ty us in our privy council, for the 
higher classes ^and haut iorij as well as for all ni» 
dividual^ of distinction, presenteil or presentable 
at our Imperial court, fot the ladies of the mem- 
bcrs of the foreign diplomatic corps, or for the 
wives and daughters of all civil and military 
functionaries above the rank of a justice of peace, 
or lieutenant-coiooeL 

'^ Although we by these liberal allowances 
have already shown enough of our gentle and 
pacific disposition, yet to remove all dotfbt €ven 
from the most incredulous, of our sincere desire 
to live in amity with out dearly beloved sister, 
her Imperial Highness Princess Murat, we gra- 
ciously condescend to add this secret article to . 
the above treaty : 

^^ Besides the dresses of the persons already 
mentioned in articlethe "first, we also perriiil her "^ 
Imperial Highness Princess Murat, to regi:diLte^ 
inspect, and guide tixt accoutrements and fineries' 

of 
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\ pretty griselies i\\ over cor empire. This 
iiperiri permission ceases, however, the in<» 
otir ladies of qnality &how their bad tastes, 
I donictimes been .the case, of adopting the 
r fashions of these same grwe^/es, 
k precise answer must be delivered to this our 
rial ultimatum within forty*ri^t hours. 
I in our Council Chamber of our'palace of 
bmlleries, the 9th Pluviose, year xiii. (29th 
try 1805,) four o'clock, P. M. 

(Signed) ^< Josbphinb, Empress. 
)untcr-signed) ** Louisa FAurEi Sec." 

e Empress's priVy corniselkr, Msdiittie Ber^ 
n the mean time laid before ^her Sovereign 
1 of campaign, in case hostlHties were un- 
able. She proposed to fix her Majesty^ij 
quarters in the milliners' shops of the 
s Royotly and in thoscof its vicinity in Ibe 
t. Htmori. Some flymg camps were to 'be 
td in the green-rooms of the theatres, and 
ps of reserve placed in the shops df the 
icrs on the Boulevards. Strong picquets 
to patrolc Tivcli and Frcsc&tii fit c<wp» of 
vation quartiereJ ii;i iktt piviflion of Hi^ 
, the flying trtillery ScWJttht Thmllerid 

t2 gwieoi 
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garden, the Elysian Fields, and the Bois de Bon* 
lognei and the mounted riflemen scout in the 
Luxemburgh garden, and in the fauxbourg St. 
Germain, The park of heavy artillery she 
wished to establish in the Empress's drawing- 
rooms at the palaces of the Thuilleries and St. 
Cloud. But the good-natured Josephine, judg- 
ing her rival after herself, never came to any 
determination, notwithstanding the frequent re- 
presentations of her privy counsellor and quar- 
termaster-general^ until too late^ and when she 
was informed that Prmcess Murat had opened 
the campaign, by occupying the most iidvanta- 
geous positions, and by having surprised several 
of her Majesty's out-ppsts. 

The pale and trembling privy counsellors of 
the Empress^ hardly able to describe the ravages 
caused in the empire of fashion by the machina- 
tions of Princess Murat, were the first and un- 
welcome messengers of that disagreeable news ; 
and as it generally happens, when any unexpected 
disaster occurs, in which the advisers of Sove- 
reigns are equally guilty, and have an equal* share 
of reproach for not having foreseen or prevented 
it ; instead of uniting all the talents and eflbrts 
to combat a common enemy^ thqr b^ui to 

quarrel 
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ifuarrel among themselves 3 divided and coalesced 
with factions/ paFtisans^ and adherents of sant* 
culottism^ praising the nudity of our first pa* 
rents^ and of course were sworn foes of all 
fashions as well as of all dress. 

Of these unfortunate disagreements in the 
Empress's cabinet, Princess Murat did not fkil 
to take advantage. Possessing the same spirit. 
of enterprise and intrigue as the ; Emperor her 
brother, she planned the most artful ambuscades, 
where those of the adverse party whom she 
eould not debauch to desertion, were caught 
and niade prisoners of war. Even the staunfch 
quartermaster^general of the Empresses trmyi 
Madame fiertin, for fear that the precepts of the 
fiictions of niidiiy and sans-culottism Should be^ 
come fashionable, joined the colours of Princess 
Murat, and put on the anti- Josephine regimentals^ 
which shortly became the haut ton, and werei 
with a barefaced impudence, worn, not only in 
ail poblic walks, at the theatres, and in all ^en«^ 
lecl places of resort, but even in the garden^ of 
the Thuilieries, under the windows of the Em* 
press's pavillion, and at a ball given by Princess 
Louis, where both the Emperor and the Empress 
vrere present. In thcmeantinic the Princess's light 

ars troops 
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troops were continually on the alert^ and her fly* 
ing artillery were seen ii^ all directions* She 
seized on htr rivaPs advanced posts, cut off her 
picquctSy and captured numerous convoys of 
Brus^'eIs lace^ cambric, lincn^ and satin, destined 
for the magazines of Josephine's contractors, but 
which were carried to, and safely delivered into 
the depots of her Imperial Highness. 

The good Parisians, naturally inclined to be 
factious, were first secret welU wishers, and after* 
wards, when victory accompanied her exploits^ 
the avowed adherents of Frinccst Murat, who> 
wherever she showed herself^ either in the Im* 
perial academy of music, alias the op^a, in the 
museums, in the national institute, or even ill 
the churches, was hailed, Notrt Danu de$ Wic4 
toires I When the weather permitted, she had 
daily reviews, in the forenoon, cm the Bob te 
Boulogne, and at night in the elegant apartrauents 
and delightful gardens of Frelcatt. Though she 
often varied the accoutrements and mancBaries 
of her troops, their numbert inorctsed, as tbt 
adroitness and popularity oi* the chief made a 
recruit of every spectator. 

It cannot be supposed that the Empress aavr 
the progress of her enemy without. some. oh|gtin^ 
«. ^ or 
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er that her dei>fe88ton biamihed all: aclsvity^ and 
Ker present bumilialuis. cxdtMlea all fivturepya^ 
&pect8 of ^ngeance. fai hope of gaiuing tiiM 
to. organi2e ber dispersed avmy^ she teasw^d' 
tbe negotiation with the Princess Mural | and 
when these pacific orcrtures were repulsod W 
(he latter^ she proposed a congress, composed 
oF all the other rmpertal Princesses of the houst 
of Buonaparte, to accommodate their difirrebccs, 
^nd to decide on the contest. As, however, Ibliie 
S'rincesses, ingteadof being nentral, as the Eienpresr 
S»reteiided, were either envious of the siiperiorily 
"^rhich 4 Princess their ^ual had assumed f 01^ 
xandcf. promise of ample indemnities, bribed over 
^o Jofiepbine's mterest, they coold ii6t be coi^w 
tiered as disinterested, unpr^diced, o^ ikiiparttat- 
powers, and their mediation was of coUrse de- 
clined* The Empress then applied to her deaf 
Napoleone, to use all his powerful influence, and 
command a submission which her Majesty's arms 
and intrigues had hc&si unable to obtain. Tbe 
Emperor at first refused to interfere, in what ho 
called a war of rags (chiffons) \ but on the repre* 
sentation of his Imperial consort, that his own 
dignity and glory required it, as be wasan indi« 
rcct partaker of the ridicule or contempt offered 

L 4 ' her. 
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her^ he ordered his ald^de-camp Rapp to inform 
his sister^ that she must immediately lay down 
her arms, strip herself and her adherents of her 
own colours^ and put on those of the Empress. 

But few heroines, as well as heroes, have ex- 
isted, whom repeated successes have not blinded, 
and a long prosperity corrupted. Naturally tor* 
ttiented by vanity and pride, her late fortunate 
campaign had added imprudence and insolence to 
faer other foibles; and so far from obeying the or- 
ders of her brother and sovereign, the Princess 
Murat proved by her conduct that she dared 
his power, and despised his threats. The very 
'^aext night, at the theatre of the EmprqBS, ci- 
denant Theatre de Louvois, her Imperial High* 
ness, attended by her guides and MamelukeBy 
had taken possession of all the principal boxes^ 
and introduced such innovations, linder the 
name of improvements, that every, spectator . 
must have observed disobedience united .with 
scandal and audacity, and insult intended by 
both. She wore a ridicule a la Napoleone^ a 
jichu menteur a la Josephine^ a bonnet a la Pitt, 
gloves a la Grenville, and a bosom-friend a la 
IVindham^ and all bar troops were attired in the 
same manner. To cnish an enemy she had al- 
ready 
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ready vanquished, and to give the death«bbw to 
the pretensions of the Empress in the reign of 
£ashion, she went from the theatre to the maa- 
querade at the opera-house. There shci ap- 
.<peared at the head of her valiant warriors x|i .a 
ciress a VArlequiiiy made up and put together in 
a most laughable manner, of. all the differexxt 
inventions and fashions of Josephine, or called 
^ter her. To crown the whole, she wore, a 
mask an exact resemblance of the Empress's 
iace, with this inscription on the front : ^^ Wmdd 
le twenty; past fifty." All the oflScera of 
Jier staff were more or less accoutred, so as |»^ 
expose to derision the adversary of tbcif genera^ 
JFrom the time of her entrance she was si^,- 
rounded and admire^ by a crowd of amateufp 
and applauders^ so that the police commisfaiy) 
always present for rC;ar of any serious 4istur.bancjr, 
interfered^ and ordered the Prii^cess tO'Unmafk^ 
or to withdraw with her companiops, Bonnfau^ 
iSeneral Murat's aid-<dercamp» who was ia ihft 
secret, infpnme4 t|ie .coQimissary^lo wbopi:hp 
jsj^ke, ;and ^hat l>er Impenal Highness'^, ma^k. 
and xuai^qucra^(; dress- was merely 3 badinage^ 
The tumult and. jokes at tbe.;€xpcnse of , thq 
Empress^ however^ increastrdi and be thpugbt i^ 
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hi^ (Itit7 to send « nesMttger to the f^ottui^ 
Ulster, Fonch6^ to ask for instructions hoW to 
tct. This senator and minister m his torn 
"Waited upon the Emperor, to obtain bis sovb» 
retgn*s order how to proceed in sucK in detieMe 
'afiair, where lenity might have been eo n stlwd 
into approbation, and setferitjr jmnisfaed as *m 
ilrant of respect. About two o'dock in Vbt 
iiiomitig Tbuch6 arrived at the opera- house, acN> 
tompanied by fifty gens d'atmes, maskM aS Wtil 
is hhnself. Wrtfaoot bting dtscotered^ tffey 
chcompassed the Princess and her suites attd 
Md them, that oh the' pari of the £tnf>eror 
tfiey were pris<mers. Most of them seetwd 
^ling to fbHow the gens d'atmes without fiir^ 
ther resistamee, and to aekiiowlec^ thiriite^ 
sistible powtr of bayonets even in the emjiir^ df 
Akshionj when Princess* Murat called olil^ 
^ Banditti, who is yonr leader ?"—.«< I, pMat 
your Imperial Highness/* answered Pou6fa2) 
«* here is the Emperor's written orA*." ' *lfe 
bad no sooner uttered thc^ Words, thatt tb[e 
paper with the Imperial iignaturt was toin tb 
pieces, and himself«enied1>y the tfoseiior roughs 
ly, that he-, to tMc great afnusementxiP the 'spet^ 
tators^ who caRed Encoffi braVot Itowfcdf itt4 

4 nMst 



noiedokfiil nunmn^ Wlitl mmli hi sw i fcw fc 
lie cod <if tbU.tngjhemiM iilsf^^^ 
liHid^^ ml Gmcfil MjinU «riv«4: j«il in imt^ 
3ool the ooon^BMift Apry ^-idnFriMeafb-^kii 
■ife^.vtlMi did nqt: dtwrt }m mmWng t a^ wf uy 
m c o iufj i t to wnfnakfi :1wtf -Oiia TOO< 
liile dipitd^uooi ibn krfi Imp wd tiwti -i 
h»ty^ id»feFaBcb£.a|ii4Wi9Bi»rdMMi 
bnedlajeUcaimdhaiatMi'pfijr^ . . .r /^^ 
Dnniig the rcmaioder of the gKtfB^igi..aitti i 

Brt vkat WW ibft J£pfi««pr:4-iinrfH9<» #«d^ 
ttefiril €OttfeiciM:ePfinQm|(b^ 

Bor ^ .a private andiefofl ^Im. i4i0vUidr i^ 
tally bcbne btr H^tjh «^ Mrii^.'tht 4Mrf 

vitbqot cm xeadim; H <»frk jk;w^ t fcM if 
perlitioii trealyy «d4ifr£ivmpsM9^t9lbi MiriMii^ 
Mnial^ tboui^shewM ol^Ugwl to site i^^ 
liveteaiiow of ptsfetiMl f^jatignHv ifi ^im-mmt 
file oi tsahicm. $bew<i» tpbe»8i»]^ji|^4iirac 
the noDilis cf BnimauieY Kiiiiiw^.Wiim^ Bittr 
viose^ and Ventose^ when the Empress was to 
sway i bill who was in her turn to be a subjf ct 

L 6 during 
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during the imonths of Germinal^ FIoTeat, Prai- 
rill, Mes8idor, Thermidor, Frudtdor, and Ven- 
dtamiref, when the Princess was to be' seated on 
the throne of fashion, llie five complementary 
days of the republican calendar were decreed an 
imerregnam^ during which the maids of honour 
of Ae Empress and of the PrincesSt to exert 
their genius at emulation, were permitted to 
contend by reciprocal ingenuity for a teinporary 
supremacy*. 

The Editors of Les Nouvelles S la Main, from 
which publication La guerre des modes, or this 
ftahion war, is translated, affirm what is known 
to all Paris, that the main point of the story 
and of the occurrences is a certain hct, only de- 
corated and .composed by them in the jargon 
used in the histories of political wars. It is 
besides ayerred, that ever since Buonaparte 
usurped the Consular authority in Fhuice, his 
wife pretended to dictate the fashion, in which 
she has been often and successfully opi)osed by 
her sbter-in-Iaw, Madame Murat, who has the 
advantage of being twenty years j'ounger than 
her rival, being bom on the a5th of March 

^ Sec Les NottvcUei 4 la Mun^ Germlnals in ziii. No, 3, 
|. 3 ct wq. 

1778, 
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1 778, while Madame Napokoue Buosn^pai^ V^« 
bora on the a4th of June 1758. . » • • <:,; 

Madame Murat, since her elevation to aQ>IiQ4N 
perial Princesiy baa become th^ proudifs^; '.t)l% 
moat arrogant, and insufferalje^ ^ all the Bu^HUhi 
partes^ whom animjiis^ fortune has dragged fromi 
obscurity. She ^ontioueSf :howe;ver^ al^tLfSiim 
profess herself a lover and admirer of liberty anA 
equality^ and a sincere rqpublican in her hear ItfU 
These contradictions and absurdities are.nol un«« 
common in degraded France^ whei;^ t^ifM 
1789^1 every rebel pretending to, p^ ;i^ziQg<>|b| 
reins of government^ hasjnsMlM those jil^v^ 
he plundered and oppressedj by asfiv(mii^-..t|)|| 
mask of patriotism^ while eyery act/tf MH^tWa% 
that of an unconscientious tyrant. . « j . ^ .. i* 

It is whispered in Fr^i^c^, Jl»t ji^hqpW anjt 
sqdden catastrophe put ^an end to J^b.e,p^mef^Q£ 
NapoIeon^^Buonaparte, .Murat has. laid |;ii^{>la|aft 
so as to bjPCQi^.^.hia immediate sua;e^r^ yyha^ 
ever wii<,jl$ J9. the -contrary are dep9|^^ ^^^^ 
Senate. The iToops ia and neaf^ Pacify .^up^ 
Murat's command^ ^^ g^Y^T^^f 9f;^^ f%PJi^ii 

^ BuIletiQ Imperial^ &c. Preface, P'^^'t 

have 
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have Mver httH less than thirty thonsand^ all 
attached to him, from his attention to them. He- 
is also the Only general of Buonaparte's relatives 
who is known to the army at large fer any mi- 
fitary exploit} and the soldiers* general contempt 
hr all th6 other Bucnapartea is proverbial 
ever fVanee« If he finds himstlf unable to con- 
liMie in power, it is supposed that he will play 
the part of a Monk, and make the best terms he 
can with the legitimate sovereign of France. 
Bnt in this scene he has a rival in every fVench 
general who commands or who has commanded 
an army, all considering their present rank^ and 
Aeir plundered wealthy unsafe until confirmed 
and protected by a Bourbon \ 

The property of General Mnrat and his wife 
1$ valued at twenty millions of livres. Their 
yearly allowance from Napolcone amounts to 
six millions of Ilvres; and their jewds^ plate,, 
chtna, pictures, &c. are estimated at seven miU 
lions. A bishop is the almoner eX this revolu* 
Ikmaty Princess, and two grand vicars are her 
ebapkinr; Madatne de Beaubarnois is her lady In 

^ BuUetin Imperial, &c. Pre^ice, p. ziz. 

wailing^ 
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wraiciflgy and Madame Cara St, Cyr^ Madame St. 
MartiD de la Motte^ and Madame Le Grange^ 
are hermakls of honMrj DaligrC iaher cbam- 
tKS^^iaii aqd de Cambia b« e(|i^rry V 



. » » A 
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. THE FRENCH PRISONS: 

t 

THE ROYAL BASTlLtis, THB KB PUBLICAN OAOlS^ 
AND THE IMPERIAL TEMPLE. 



A CONTINENTAL Writer has said^ << Even t 
visit to the English prisons^ will convince a $>- 
reigner that he is in a lan^ of rational liberty.'' 
An impartial description of the French royal and 
revolutionary state prisons^ will be sufficient to 
convince even the most prejudiced reader, that 
if France^ under a monarchical goveramealj was 
not free, she is roost barbarously enslaved under 
a revolutionary tyranny ; and tbat> while under 
the former, humanity and generosity tempered 
severity ; under the latter^ suspicion and studied 
ferocity exclude both justice and compassion, 
and aggravate wretchedness as well as oppression. 
The account of the Bastille is copied nearly 
verbatim from the very interesting Memoirs of 
Marmontel *, who^ as a renowned man of let- 



* See Memoirs of Marmontel, printed fi>f mm^hmm* 
Harst> Recsy and Orme^ and John Muuay, 180$, page 160 
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lers^ and an inftimate' ftkoA of VoUaire^- be^ 
longed to ibiXphiUisopbicalstct, "{tfbieb/b^iis lo^ 
phistical and anti-religious writingsji ^r^pated} 
m part, tbe general overthrow vrhlohiiaa'd^M^ 
lated Trance, and still thitatens'idlotb^r^sitcfft; 
but who, witb Abb£ Raynal, lived long fnbii^ 
to be .convinced of the dangeroaa hftpolicy and 
eminent culpability iof disseminttting novel social 
theoriea, ridiculing, or having a tetidency 1o sub-^ 
tert^ tbettfise^nd practical exp^ritace of ages* •. 

' THE BASTILLEi ^ 

^'Cory^a miem.of letters)^ notwithstaiiditij^ 
adversity, bifd preserved at bis friends the. other 
intendants of the Menus-Ptanrs (an^ong . whon^ 
be formerly had been one}l I was particutfi^v 
ititiniate With Gagnyi one of tbenii an, amateur 
of painting and of French miistc, and one of the 
most habitual frequenters of the opera-house. 

He had taken, a fair candidate of tbat theati^ 

■ ■ * 

et seq. vol.ii. The -Author recominends the reading of thest 
Memoirs to nven of letters, as YitM as to 'their patroof. The 
former will see with pleasure, how comparatively, happy the 
French savans were before the Revolution ; and the latter will 
learb, that btetd and condescension are prefefable to nksldtfe 
and epitaphs, . . . : - 

for 
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for his mistress; and be wMtcd to bring her 
€ut in the great parts of Lully, b^imung with 
that of Oriane. He invited Cury and nyselfy 
and some other amateurs, to go and pass the 
Christmas holidays (1762) at his country house 
at Gorges, to hear the new Oriane,. and give her 
some instniction. Yoo most take notice^ that 
Laferlc, intendant of the Memu, and the beau* 
tlful Rosetti, his mistress, were of this party of 
pleasure. The good cheer, the good wine, the 
kind looks, of our host, made' us listen with ad- 
miration to the voice of Mademoiselle St. Hilaire. 
Gagny thought he heard Le Maure> and when 
dazzled with wine we were all of his opinion* 

'^ All went on very weTl> till one morning I 
learnt that Cury was attacked with a violent fit 
<^f the gout. I instantly went down to lum'. I 
found him by his fire-side, with both his legs 
wrapped up in fiannels, but writing on his knee, 
and laughiqg with the air of a satyr, for he bad 
all the features of one. I would have spoken to 
him about bis fit of the gout^ bet he made me a 
sign not to interrupt him, and in a crooked 
hand he finished what he was writing. ^ You 
h^ve suffered very much,' said I to him, ^ then ; 
but I s^e that the pain is abated.'—-^ I sufferjBtill,' 
«. said 
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lid iie to me> y bull do aot 4a|igl^ Jikfi }^&$% 
^ou sbalK laugh too* You Jsnom : wiiUi vvfaalt 
iry,the Duk%<l'Aumont had puriueit toie?r I 
link it is not too. xnpch to revenge toy 9^11 bf 4 
ttle maiice ^ aad.here i^ what I Jb%v^ b(^o:rumi- 
ating the whole nigbly in spite of the gotU.'^ 

^' He had already wrltiiea some thirty verses 
a the famous parody of Cinna : be rea^ then» to 
le^. and I con&ss, tifiait/hAving i^nd theon very 
ottAc, I engaged him €0 coiHinue. * Thea let 
lewritc^' said he^ ^ far I am^in the bumoiirfor 
\.* I left himf and wbe% on bearingtbe beil^ 
descended to dinner, I foupd him (fov he had' 
obbled dotvvn by himself muikd Hpinfoe, be^ 
>9e the cooipany assembled) readingr to Lafertii 
Bit Rofetui what be had read in tbe xaofning to 
B^ and some more versea that h^ had addedu 
U this second reading I easily retained these 
mischievous vcrscs^ frocyi one end to -the ether, 
ided by the vcfBest of Conneifie^ of which dieee 
^ere the parody^ aiid whidi I knew «U by beatt. 
'be next day Cory went on withhii^ work^ Md 
was always his confidante j so" that, on my r^t^urn 
y Paris^ I carried away 'abcncvt fifty of these lines, 
bat my memorjr retain^, '-' ' ^ '■ 

* ♦ • ■» " With my head futt of the^ pirody 

that 
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that had just been eonfided to me, I arrived at 
Paris, at Madame Geofirin's^ and the aext day 
I heard this curious piece mentioned tbere. The 
two first verses only were quoted: 

" Let fach then retire, and none enter < ib ysQ, 

'* Lc iUin, suy wiib me, and you, ^'Aigsntaly loo/' 

But this was enough to persuade me . that 
it was already current in society; and I happened 
to say, smiling, < What ! do you know no more 
than that?' They instantly pressed me to tell 
what I knew of it. ^ There is nobody present/ . 
said thev. ^ but confidential friends;' and Ma- \ 
dame Geoffirin herself answered for the diacre* ^ 



tion of her little circle. I yielded : I recited to 
them what I knew of the parody ; and the nest 
day I was denounced to the Duke d'Amnooty 
and by him to the King, as the author of tlui ^ 
satire. '.Jj 

^^ I was listening tranquilly at the opera-house 1 
to the rehearsal of Amadis, in order to hear our t 
Oriane, when some of my fiiends came to tcB j 
me, that all Versailles was in arms against nifl|» 1 
and that I was accused of being the author .of i^ 
satire against the Duke d'Aumont; that the (M*i 
nobility of the court cried alou4.for vengeancel4 
and that the Duke de Choiaeul,. the theit Prnnfi 
Jiliniatcr^ was tt the he^d of my ^emies. « 
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^f I ittBtantly returned homhy afid wrote to the 
Duke d'Auxnont^ to. assure him that thct verses 
that were attributed to me were not miue; and 
that never having written a satire against any 
one, I certainly should not have begun with him. 
{ should have stopped there ; but in writings I 
recollected, that on the sixhjcciof FcnceslauSy and 
the falsehoods that were published against me, 
the Duke d'Auniont had himself written to me^ 
to say that I ought to despise such trifles, and 
that they would die of themselves if they were 
npt kept alive by controversy. I thought it na- 
tural and just to return him his maxim, in which 
1 was very foolish ; and thus my letter was taken 
for a fresh insult ; and the Duke d'Aum.ont pro* 
4uced it to the King, as a proof of the resent* 
ipent.that had dictated the satire. Did I notac* 

Icusc myself, by ridiculing him whilst Ldisavowed 
it? My letter, then, did but inflame his an** 
jer^ and that of the whole court. I did not fjul 
to go immediately to Versailles, and on arriving 
there, I wrote to the Duke de Choiseul : 



'^ MV LOUD DUKH, 

*^ I am told that you lend your ear to the 
Toice that accuses me, and that solicits my Tuin. 

You 
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You are powerful) -but pou Me|ii9l ; I miUitfor- 
tunate, but I am innoceal. I entreat }»oai <0 
hear me^ and to judge me. 

" I am* &€• fee/* 

" The Duke de Choiseul wrote for answer, 
at the bottom of my letter, In hdlf^n tiouvy and 
sent It back to mc. in half an hour f weAt to 
hrs hotel, and 1 was introduced. 

*' ' You are desirous that I should hear you,* 
said he. * I am wilhng to do so. What have 
yen to say to «ie ?.'-—* That I have done nothing 
to merit the eevere reception I experience from 
your Grace, who have a soul too noble and ge- 
nerous, to take a pleasure in humbling the un- 
fortunate.* — '* But, Marmontel, how do you ex- 
pect I should receive you, after the iniamous 
satire that "^ou have just written against the Duke 
d* Aumont ?' — ^ I never wrote that satire } I have 
told him so himself/ — * Ycs} and Hi your letter 
you have added a fresh insult, by ofiering him,' 
in his o\Vn words, the counsel he had given 
you.' — ^ As that counsel was wise, I thought that 
I might be allowed to recall it to his memory; I 
intended no insult by it.*-— * But it is, nevefthe- 
less, an impertinence, let me tell you,*— ^ I felt it 

so 



THE FRENCH fRISO>}S. 239 

500 too, after my letter tvas gone.'—* He'is v6ry 
much oflfendcd nt'it, and with reaodn/-*-^ Yts; 
to:thts I plead gurlty; and I Tepvoach mys^ 
with it, as a tatal neglect of deeorum. (But 
would this neglect be a crime In the eyes of your 
Grace?* — ^No; but the parody/"— * The pa^i 
rody is not mine ; I deokre it to you as ait 
honest man/—* Have you not redited it?'— 
* Yes, what 1 knew of it, in a society wl)eT« 
each tells all he knows; but I would iK)t per- 
mit ihcm to write it down, although they 
were very desirous of it/ — * Yet it is current.'— 
•Then those who gave it currency have it front 
some other person.' — ^ And you, from whom had 
you it ?' I was silent. * You,' added he, * are 
said to have been the first who recited it, and 
to have recited it in such a way as to discover 
you were its author.' — * When I told what 
I knew of it,' answered I, * it was already the sub- 
ject of conversation, and the first verses were 
quoted. As to the manner in which I recited 
it, it would prove as well that I have written thd' 
Misanthrope, theTartuffe, and Cinna itself; for 
I boast, my Lord, of reading each of those pieces 
as if I were its author.' — * But, to be shorty con- 
cerning this parody, from whom did you hear 

it? 
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it ? tills is what you should telU' — ' Pardon nie^ 
xny Lord ; that is exactly what I should not tell^ 
and what I shall not tell/-*-^ I would wager it is 
from the author.' — 'Well, my Lord, if it were 
from the author, ought I to name him ?' — • And 
by what other means will you be able to con« 
vince the world that it is not yours? appear- 
ances are all against you; you have been irritated 
against the Duke d'Aumont ; the cause of it is 
known ; you have sought to revenge yourself; 
you have written this satire, and finding it comic, 
you have recited it: this is what the world says, 
this is what the world believes, and this is what 
the world has a right to believe — what do you 
answer to this ?' — ^ I answer, that this conduct 
would be that of a madman, of a fool, of a 
wretched idiot, and that the author of the parody 
is far from either of these characters. What ! 
my Lord, would the man who wrote it have had 
the simplicity, the impudence, the extrav&gance 
of going to recite it himself, without mystery, in 
society? No; disguising his hand- writing, he 
would have made a dozen copies of it, which ho 
would have addressed to the players, and to other 
malcontents about the court. I know as well as 
another, these means of concealment^ and bad I 

been 
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been cnlpabic I should have adopted' thbtn.* Be* 
pleased then to say to yourself-— Mafiliotatel, be«- 
fore six persons who were not his intiihfttefriMds/ 
has recited what he knew of this panidy, there-' 
fore he is not its author. His letter to the 
Duke d'Aumont is the letter of a man who fears 
nothing; he therefore felt himself strong in lis 
innocence, >nd thought he had nothing to ap*' ^ 
prehend. This reasoning, my Lord^ is thevei^' 
reverse of that which is opposed to me, tod is 
not less conclusive. I have committed two 
imprudent mistakes: one is, that of reciting: 
veifees that my memory had caught, and of hav- 
ing told them without the author's consent.*'-*' 
* Then you had really heard them firom the 
author?'— ^ Yes, from the author himsdf; for 
I will not tell you a falsehood: it is to* him,' 
then, that I am culpable, and tliat is my^fiFst 
fault; the other is that of having written to the 
Duke d'Aumont in a tone that seemed Kki itofiyV 
and was not sufficiently respectful. These ai^ 
my two faults; I confess them, but I hav^e no 
others.' — * I believe you,* said he, * you speat: 
like an honest man ; yet you are to be sent to 
the Bastille. Call on M. dc St. Flofentm (an- 
other minister of state); he has received the order 
rou in. M from 
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froni the King.' — * I will go to him,* said I, * but 
may I flatter myself that you will no longer be 
among the number of ray enemies?' He pro- 
mised it me with good grace, and I went to the 
office of the minister who was to expedite my 
IcUre de cachet. 

*^ He was well inclined to favour me. With- 
out the least hesitation he believed me innocent. 
' But what can I do r' said he to me ; ' the Duke 
d'Aumont accuses you, and insists on your being 
punished ; it is a satisfaction be asks as a recom- 
pense for his services and the services of bis an* 
ccstors. The King has chosen to grant it biro. ^ 
Go to iVI. de Sartine*s (the King*s police mini- 
ster) ; [ address the order to him. You will tell 
him thai you come lo receive it by my direction.' 
I asked him if I might be allowed to dine first 
at Paris \ he permitted me to do so. 

** I was invited to dine that day with my 
neighbour, M. de Vandesir, a man of talents 
and learning, who, under an unwelcome exterior, 
united an exquisite fund of literature, much po- 
liteness and much atfabiiity. Alas ! his only son 
was that unfortunate St. James, who, after hav- 
ing madly dissipated the great fortune he had left 

him, ' j 
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^wm, had gone to die insolvent in that Bastille to 
'^hieh they were sending me. ^ » 

" After dinner I confidecl my adventure to 
Yandesir, who hade nic a tender adieu ; I then 
vent to M. de Sartinc*«, whom I did not find at 
lioinc : he had gone out to dinner^ and would 
not be hack till six o'clock. It was then five. 
I employed the interval in going to tell my good 
friend, Madame Ilarene, oP* my misfortunei and 
to comfort her. At six I returned to the mini- 
ster of police. He knew nothing of my business^ 
or he feigned to know nothing. I related it to 
him ; he appbared concerned. * When wc dined 
mgether at iiai'on IIolbach'B, who could have 
foreseen that the first time I should see you again, 
would be to fiend vou to the Bastille ? But I have 
not received the order. Let us see if it has come 
to my oflice in my absence.' ' lie sent for his se- 
cretaries) and an they had heard nothing of it, 
* Go and sleep quietly at home,' said he, ' and 
return hither to*morrovv at ten ; that will do just 
as well.' 

** I wanted that evening to prepare the JWlpr- 
mrc of the monili. I sent then to ask two of 
my friends to supper; and waiting their arrival, 
I went into Madame Gcoffrin's to announce my 

M 2 calamity 
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calamity to ber» She already knew something 
of it, for I found her cold and sorrowful. But • 
although my misfortune had tjaken its rise in her 
society^ and she herself had been the involuntary 
cause of it, I did not touch on that point, and I 
believe she was pleased with me for it* 

^* The two friends I expected were Suard and 
Coste; the latter a young Toulousian, with. 
>vhom I bad beep apqu«ainted in hi9 native city ; 
the other, one whom I reckoned for lif^ wafs thie 
friend my heart had chosen ; he loy.ed to keep 
me in that gentle illusion, by freely offering me 
opportunities of being useful to him* 

*^ Wx; passed a part of the night together ia 
disposi|)gevery thing for the printing of tbenexi 
Merctire; and, after having slept a few hours, I 
rose, packed up my things, and went to M. de 
Sartine's, where I found the officer who was to 
accompany me. M. de Sartine wished that we 
should go to the Bastille in separate carriages : 
1 refused thijs obliging oiFer, and my con- 
ductor and I arrived at the Bastille ia the 
same hackney-coach. I was received there in 
the council-chamber by the governor and his 
staflf officers; aad there 1 began to perceive. that 
I was well recommended. This governor, M% 

Abadie, 
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A bailie, after having read the tetters which Ase 
officer had presented to him, asked me whether 
I wished my servant to remain with itie> c^ cott* 
dition that we should be in the same chamber, 
and that be should only quit the prison with me? 
This servant was Bury. I consulted him about 
it ; he answered, that he would not leave mt* 
My parcel^ and books were then lightly examine 
cd, and I was^conducted into^a large roorn^ whoit 
furniture consisted of two beds, two tables^ the 
bottom of a chest of drawers, and three straw 
chairs. It was cold ; but a jailer made us ago#d 
fire, and brought me wood in abundance. Al 
the same time they gave mepebs^ mfc9*andfptt|m^ 
on condition of giving on eiitfct account of the 
employment and number of sheets with wbiah 
they should furnish me, . . ; - v ' 

^^ Whilst I was preparing my table to set mf^ 
self to write, the jailer came, back to^ inqniie 
whether I was satisfied with my bed. Aftir 
having examined it, I answered, that the mtUw 
tresses were bad, and the blankets dirty. Tn % 
moment they were all changed : they sent to ask 
too, at what hour I dined, ^ I answered, at thfeir 
usual hour. The Bastille had a library; th^ 
governor sent mc tlie catalogue, giving me thb 

M ^ choice 
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choice of the books that composed it. I thanked 
him^ for myself; but my servant asked for the 
novels of Prevost, and thev were brought him. 

** For my part, I had provision enough to 
save me from weariness. I had long been im- 
patient at the contempt that men of letters ex- 
pressed for the poem of Lncan, which they had 
never read, and which ihey knew only by the 
barbarous and bombastic version of Breboeuf ^ 
and I had resolved to translate it more decently 

m 

and more faithfully ir prose; and this employ- 
ment, that would occupy, without fatiguing me, 
appeared well suited to the solitary leisure of my 
prison* I bad, therefore, brought with me the 
Pharsalia; and to understand it better^ I had 
taken care to add Caesar's Commentaries.' 

'^ Here then I was by the side of a good fire, 
meditating on Csesar's dispute with Pompey, 
and forgetting mine with the Duke d'Aumont. 
There was Bury^ on his part, as much a philoso^ 
pher as I, amusing himself with making our 
beds, placed in two opposite angles of my 
chamber, which was at thai moment lighted by i 
clear winter's day, notwithstanding the bars of 
two strong iron grates, that just left me a view of 
the fauxbonrg Saint Antoinc. 
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'« Two hours afterwards, the bolts of the two 
doors that enclosed me, awoke me, by their noise, 
from my profound reverie j and two jailers, loaded 
with a dinner, which I supposed mine, came and 
served ii in silence. One placed before the fire 
three little dishes covered with plates of com- 
mon earthen-ware ; whilst the other laid a coarse, 
but clean cloth, on the table that was vacant, 
I saw him put on the table a clean pewter spoon 
and fork, some good household bread, and d 
bottle of wine. Having done this, the two 
jailers retired, and the two doors were again 
closed with the same grating sounds of locks and 
bolts. 

** Bury then invited me to place myself airte 
table, and he served me up the soup 4 It was on 
a Friday. This soup, en maigre^ was a wHite bean 
soup, made witli the freshest butter, and a distt 
of these same beans was the first that Btty 
put on my table. I found all this very good. 
Tlie dish of cod-fisli that he brought me for my 
feccond course was still better. A little point of 
gprlie seasoned it with a delicacy of flavour and 
of smell, tliat would have flattered the palate of 
the most da'mtv (jascon. The wine was not ex- 

M 4 cellcnt, 
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celienti but U was passable. No dessert; it was 
requiisite to be deprived of something, or I 
should not have thought myself in prison : on 
tl^ whole, I found that one dined very well in 
{>rison« 

- :.y As I rose from table, and as Bury was go- 
ing to seat himself at it (for there was enough 
for his dinner in what remained},' behold my 
two jailers, who re-entered with pyramids of new 
dishes in their hands. At the appeai'ance of 
this service in fine linen, in beautiful porcelain, 
silver spoon and fork, we recognised our mis- 
take, but we took no notice of it; and when our 
jailers had set all this down, and had retired, 
f SIk,* said Bury to me, * you -haVe^^OBt eaten my 
dinner; allow me, in my turn, to e^ yoUrfeV 
r— * That is but just,' answered I ; and the walla 
x>f my chamber were, I believe, quite astonished 
to re-echo a laugh. 

** This dinner was gras ; it consisted of an ex- 
cellent soup, a slice of juice beef, the legs of a 
boiled capon swimming in its gravy, and melting 
in the mouth, a little dish of fried artichokes in 
marinade, one of spinage, a very fine Cresanne 
pear, some grapes, a bottle of old Burgundy, and 

sonic 
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ffonre of the best Moca coffee. This was Bury'a 
dinner, with the exception of the coffee and the 
fruit, which he chose to reserve for me, 
• «* In the afternoon the governor fcame to see 
me, atid inqnired if I was isatisfied with my din^-^ 
ner, assuring me that it should l>e served from 
his table : that he would take care to carve for mc 
himself, and that no other person should touch 
it. He proposed a chicken for my supper; I, 
thanked him, and said that the fruit I left at ray 
dinner would suffice for me. You sec what was 
my ordinary fare at ihe Bastille. 

" 1 had every day a visit from the governor^ 
As he had some tincture of literature, and eveh 
of t:^tih, he took pleasure iti observing tht pro*' 
gross of 'n>y work ( he was deTightcd with it. 
But loon stealing himlcif from these little tecre^^ 
tiomj* ^ Adieu,' sai^i he ; M am going to conlaolle 
those who are far more unfortunate thanyou.'-^ 
The attentions he showed to me were no little 
proof of his humanity i but I had besides a very 
faithful testimoiiiy<(^f itv One of the jailers had 
conceived a friendbhip for my servant^ anH h-e 
socxi became fathilrar with m<« One day, then, 
as i was speaking to him of the feeling and 
comjMBLSsionate disposition of M* Abadie; ^ Ah */ 

M 5 said 
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said he^ ' he is the best of men ; he has taken 
this place/ which is so painful to him^ only to 
soften the lot of the prisoners. lie has succeed* 
ed a cruel and avaricious man^ who treated them 
very ill ; so that, when he died, and M. Abadie 
took his place, the change was felt even to the 
dungeons ; you would have said (a very strange 
expression in a jailer's mouth), <^ that a sun- beam 
had penetrated into these cellti." People to whom 
"wc are forbidden to tell what passes without, asked 
us what then had happened ? In short. Sir, you 
see how your servant is fed ; almost all our pri- 
son's are as well fed as he; and the comforts it 
depends on the governor to give them, comfort 
him, for he suflfers when he. sees them suffer.' 

<' I need not tell you, that this jailer was him* 
self a good mai;! in his profession } and I took, 
great care not to disgust him with his profession,; 
in which compassion is so precious and so: 

rare. 

<< The manner in which I was treated at ihe^ 

Bastille, xnade me conceive . that I should not. 

be there long ; and my translation! intermixed 

with interesting reading (for I had witb me. 

Montaigne, Horace, and La Bruy6re},.left cne 

but few weary moments. There wa« one. I^ing 

onlv, 
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only, that sometimes plunged me in melancholy; 
the walls of my chamber were covered with in- 
scriptions that all bore the character of the sad 
and sombre reflections, with which, before me^ 
some unhappy sufferers have doubtless bpen op-' 
pressed in this prison. I used to think, I still 
saw them wandering and lamenting, and their 
shades encompassing me. 

^^ But a circumstance that was personal to^ne, 
occurred to torment my fancy more cruelly.^ lu 
speaking of the society of Madame Harcnc, I . 
have not mentioned an excellent man, whose, 
name was Durant, who had some friendship for . 

me, but who was otherwise only remarkable for * 
a charming simplicity of manner*. ' 

** One morning, then, on the ninth dary of • 
my captivity, the mayor of the Bastille entered j 
my chamber, and with a grave and cold air> J 
without any preamble, asked me if a man of 
the name ot Durant Svas known to me. I an- 
swered, that I knew a man of that name. Then 
seating himself to write, he continued his in- j 
terifogatory. The age, the height, the features; 
of this Durant; his profession, his abocle, howj 
long I had known hiip, in what house; nothing, 
was forgotten 5 , and at each of my answers the 

M 6 mayor 
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mayor wrote with a face of marble. At Iast» 
having read my interrogatory to me, he present- 
ed to me the pen, in order to sign it ; I signed it, 
and he withdrew. 

^' He bad scarcely left my room, when all the 
most sinister possibilities seized on my imagina- 
tion. What can this good Durant have done? 
IIl- gfK»s every morning to the coffee-house; he 
has there undertaken my defencej he has 
spoken with too much warmth against the 
Duke d'Aumont; he has indulged in mur- 
murs agninst a partial, unjust, oppressive autho- 
rity, that crushes a feeble and innocent man to 
gratify the powerful. On the imprudence of 
these remarks he has been arrested ; and on my 
account^ and fur my sake, he will groan in a 
prison more rigorous than mine. Weak as he is^ 
being much younger, and much more timid than 
myself, melancholy will seize him^ and he wUl 
sink under it : I shall be the cause of his death. 
And t>oor Madame Harenc, and all our good 
friends^ in what a situation must they be ! Great 
God 1 what evils my imprudence will have 
Cittted ) It it thus, that in the fancy of a cap* 
tive» itctated^ solitary man, in the bonds of ab* 
•dute polMr> feflection aggrandizes all evil pre- 
sages, 
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sagesy and encircles bis soul with dire presentt* 
iDeot* From that moment I did not gist one 
gentk sleep. All the dishes tl^at the governor, 
reserved for me with so much care, were steeped 
in bitterness. All that was most vital in me felt 
wounded; and if my detention at the Basjtille^ 
had continued, a week longer, it would have; 
been my tomb. ;»;. . 

^* In tins situation I received' a- lettcjr that 
was forwarded to me by M. de Sactiae. ', It Was. 
from Mademoiselle S " . ■ » » a beautiful, 0p4 in- . 
teresting girl, with whom I was on.thfi:pptntpf: 
being^ united before my impfiBoiMnciit..j I0 tbis/ 
letter she expressed to me^ in. the most tpucbr: 
ing manner, the sincerb and tendet* intetosH she 
took in my mbfortune, assuring me -that it had 
not alarmed her couragie> aiid-tliat,.fisr.fi!omen-.* 
feeblin^ her sentiments fbitme,.it-nBiklered them] 
more lively: and moa&cDxistaot.. 

<< £ answered first by expoedsing all my sensl-ir. 
bility fer so genenms a<firicadsliipi;' 1 Bu(.£ aidded^ 
that the gi^atleSsoflf I ire^eived.&onr adversity^., 
was-uever i&> associate any one^toi ^tlid.nnfofoBeeh * 
dangers and sudden retolutions.'.lo.wbictf thef: 
perilous condition of a man of letters exposed 
me; and 'that if, in m^* situation^.:! felt some 
'• 3 courage. 
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courage^ I owed it to my isolated ^isteuce; 
that my senses would have been already lost, 
if I had left without the walls of my prison a 
wife and children in affliction ; and that at least 
on that point, which to nie would be the most 
cruelly tender, I never would give adversity ^ny 
hold on me. Mademoiselle S— — was more 
stung than wounded at my answer ; and a little 
while afterwards she consoled herself by marry- 
ing M. S . 

** At length, on the eleventh day of my de- 
tention^ at the close of the day, the governor 
came to announce that my liberty was restored, 
to me ; and the same officer who had conducted 
me, took me back to M. de Sartine's. This mi- 
nister expressed some joy at seeing me again, 
.but his joy was mixed with sadness. ' Sir,' said 
I, * in your kindness, for which I am very grate* 
ful, there is something that still afflicts me; 
while you congratulate me, you have the air of 
pitying me. Have you some jiew misfortune to 
announce to me?' — I thpught of Durant.-— 
< Alas ! yes,' answered he ; ^ the King has taken 
the Mercure from you*.' These n^ords com« 

V 

^ The Mercbtc de France ^vas a periodical puUkitiory 
which rendered MarmoDtcl six buddred guUcai & year. 

fi>rte4 
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/brtcd me, and expressing my resignation by 

gently inclining my bead, ^ So much the worse 

for the Mercure,' answered I. *The evil/ added 

he, ^ is perhaps not without remedy. M. de Saint- 

Florentin is at Paris; he interests himself for 

you ; go and call on him to-morrow morning/ 

^^ On quitting M. de Sartine's, I ran to Ma- 
dame Harene's^ impatient to see Durant. I 
found him there, and amid the joyous acclama* 
ttons of the whole society, I saw only him. < Ah !* 
there yon are/> said I, throwing myself into his 
arms; ^ then I am indeed comforted !' This* 
transport at the sight of a man for whom I had 
never before discovered any very particular at- 
tachment, astonished the whole company. They 
thought that the Bastille had disordered my 
brainv ^ Ah! my dear friend/ said Madame 
Qarene, iembracing me ; ^ what heartfelt joy it 
gives me to- see you again at liberty < I— «- And the 
Mer cure f*^^* The Mercvre is lost,' said I; 
Vbut, Madam, permit me to occupy myself a mo-- 
ment with this unfortunate man. • What can he 
have ddne to cause me so much affliction ?^ I 
related the history of the mayor. The truth. 
was, that Durant had gone to solicit from M# 
de Sartine permission to see me, and he had 

said 
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said that he was my friend. M« de Sartine bad 
sent to inquire of me who tbJs Diirant was; 
and of this very Bimple question the mayor, had 
made a string of interrogatories. Enlighteaed^uvf 
tranquil oii that subject, I employed my courage 
in raising the hopes of my friendis." 

So much for iht extract from Marmonters 
Memoirs. It should be remembered, that at 
the period this celebra(!ed savant wets thus treat-* 
ed^ Louis XV. reigned, and though not a tjTaiU 
bimsdf, was surrounded by impfimipied; mis- 
tresses, by intriguing courtiers, and ignorant 
ministers, who in hi^ name committed octs of 
injijistice with wbich.be was unacquaitAed^ but 
wb ich a,t the same' t#me were .Severely ifel t^ ^ and* 
loudly eotnplained of. Whtn. Hhe Dukeid'Aiiv 
mont was convinced of Marmontel'^.intioceiicey 
to rep&ir his wi^ng^ he demanded oif the Kingy 
and obtained for.bim^ the. plaice ^f Historiogra- 
pher of FrisincQ; a situaiioii of more bdnour and 
profit than the patent of ibe Mtrcure^ of which 
heh^ def)n\^d hioi:^ .. ) 

According to the registers of ihe .BMtiHey 
pubUshed in 178.9 by the: Frencb tebeli, tbefe 
l\ad U^en 'confined ijn that prison^ 00 itiudh de^ 
cried^ ^ly Ihr^eiitwdred persons u the doiMe 

of 
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of three ctnUiricd, During eighteen months of 
the republican Robespierre's reign, two hundred 
»nd fifty thousand familus were shut up in pd* 
iripik state prisons; and during- the first fivt 
years of Napoleone Buonaparte's mild reign» 
the TEM^Lii4ikme contained nine thoUlMki^ fiV^ 
hundred prisoners of both sexes ^. 

To the satisfaction of all enemies of arbitrary 
power, the Bastille existed no more.) whto the 
pretended regenerators and friends uf liberty in 
France, instead of one Bastille, which they de>> 
stroyed, constructed or decreed thousands. 
Every city, every town, every villag^i 'nay-, 
eveiy street^ bail its official bisstillefiUid witH 
pfooQs Jmi^cud of political crimen j ^at- M to 
Siiy, loyaUnd foligious subjeets, oir tnei^ of pt6<^ 
perty, 

' REVOLUTIONARY PRISONS. ' / 

As soon as the good and utvfbrtiniat^ Lbuiit 
XVI. had been transferred from his throne, to 
a loathsome prison, the gaols of Paris were fill- 
ing with persons arrestjd on frivolous and va- 

'" Les Xouvdlcs 4 la Main, Frunairc, anxiii. No. i, p. 2. 

rious 
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rious clmrgcs of counter-revolutionary intcD 
tloiiSi and many bad been shut up from mo- 
tives of personal dislike, or from no other 
motive but the reputation of being rich, ^r be* 
cause they were no.bleB or priests. The means 
of incareeration were greatly increased by a 
measure resulting from a proposal of Danton lo 
the Assembly, lie had proposed to equip a vo- 
lunteer army of sixty thousand men, who should 
sally forlli from Paris to meet the Prussians, 
then in Champagne. To pbviale the -difficulty 
of supplying them with arms, he proposed that 
individuals who posscsoed any should be com* 
pclled to furnish themi and for. this purpose 
domiciliary visits were directed to be made. In 
the course of these irruptions into the dwellings 
of individuaUi many werecarried to prison with- 
out the allegation of a crime, merely because 
their personal property tempted the avarice, or 
their talents or loyalty excited fear in the par- 
lies of thcconspiiaiors against the altars and the 
throne. Arrests were executed in «ill quarters, 
in the houses, btrcrts, K(|uarcs, and gardens. The 
hackncv-coachcs and the soldiers, at the com- 
maud of the ofiiccrs uf justice, were too few for 
the j)nrposc of taking all the persons pointed out 

into 
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into custody, ami for cooycying them to priioiif • 
lihe priests and ex- noblea *w»ne given id uiiderr 
stand, that it was in cionttfaiplatiDn to umiisport 
them to the coast of Africft, and m tfaat'persiuU 
sioa collected as many of ih^ir valuablesaa thfy 
could, to procure such comforts as their sudden 
expatriation would permit* . T^iisrwaff mftrdy 
reported, that their assassins-might JiaVaap op^ 
portuntty of gratifying theif avidity by plundt^ 
as well as their thirst of blood by 'inurder, Ma- 
nuel, a municipal oflBcer, and a representative 
of the people, attended at the prisons dail^y lo 
number and call over tbeprisoners^-.aud eocpu* 
raged them to collect their properQr> byao.4E|Kiw 
biguous decoration, that they would, be. Ubeniled 
tbift ad of September *« 

That day was fixed for the muster of the le« 
nes intended to be sent out of the capital to meet 
the invaders ;^ they were ordered to present tbem« 
ycives at the Champ de Mars, to h^ enrolled, and 
march from thence in a body. In the course of 
the day the most alarming reports were circu- 
lotcd^ and the most fatal jealousies eiccited. It 
vsas falsely asserted that the Prussians had taken 

* Prlticr's late Picture, vol. ii. p. ^30. 

Chalons, 
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Cbah>n8» and were within ten leaeties of the 
•gates of Paris ; that -they were to be joined by an 
immense force in the departments^ and rein- 
itirced by a party in the capital, who, as soon as 
the new levies had left the 'city, were to rise, 
open the prisons, and, being joined by the pri- 
soners, to perpetrate many horrid croelties on 
the patriots \ to knufder one-tenth of the other 
citizens, and to tetease the Ro^'al Fiamilv, and 
reinstate the King in ihb plenitude of his pris- 
tine power. At one o'clock the cannons wete 
6red, the tocsin sounded, the barriers shut, and 
the country' proclaimed to be in daiiger. The 
citie^iis, paiuc»struct, and torpid witli surpris(f, 
retilfed lo their pHices of abode, while a prepared 
band of ruffians went to the A'arious jprisotis^ 
where ihey commenced a scene which will form ! 
an eternal stigma on the nation. They massa- : 
cred> in cold bloody one by one, every confined ■ 
person, with the exception of sixteen from thfe j 
number of several thousands. Thcv instituted ; 
in eacii prison a pretended court of justice, com* i 
j>osed of self-constituted judges, manyofwhoifi i 
could not read. These niffians ordered the extf- j 
culiou of those broucht before them ; and it was'j 
the melancholy employment of those confined^ 

and 
t 
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id who were expecting their fitter to cxfttiiinc 
e vuriotis modes of»< romving the utroke^of 
Ath; aiKl caloulate in which poiitiotv'it app^ar^ 

tf> give leant paii»y or odcaBtonod the fcweat 
niggles. The stnteticc of acquittal pronounced 

favoitr of »anab^ wai drowned in the yell of t(M 
itcrminators arouiul the door»^ And tUvui'they 
are inhumanly butchered. The' aamtv fate awaited^ 
into who attended aa witnoiftca,i*btit whosia-ter* 
ira overconung their presence of mind| wero • 
ordered amongst the vietima they camo to 
iscue. These horrible scenes continued the 
bole of the ad, 3d| 4th) and even 5tb of Scp- 
tmberi and the torpid indiflerence of the miii* 
tfy and civil authoritiefii ia undeniable evU 1 
mcc of their participation and culpability 'in- 
leae horrid transactions. "I'he pritona*w^re at* 
ngth emptied^ and the aa^asaina satiated with 
loud and plunder. Besides the thouaanda whom - 
ic contagion of example, and the extefiaion of 
ie plan of murder into the dt^partanentf^ afkdi 
horn private animosities in Paris,, deprived of 
fe, tipwards of eight thousand Were sacrificed 
aring these days of horror and indelible in- 
*my*. • . 

• rdticr'n late Wctiire, v6l.H.'p. S)4, a^tf^arid 31^, G«-- 
ii'sMciuoirsi p. 35. Coruontion.'dfOrfBiali voKU). p. ai|. 

Of 
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Of the Imprtioncd priests, one hundred and 
eighty were confined in tlie convent of the Car- 
melites. A troop of assassins commenced the 
massacre in the garden, where the priests were 
permitted to take the air; but while they were 
proceeding, a commissary arrived^ and infonned 
them that the work was not to go on in that way. 
There were now about a hundred left alive^ who 
were all ordered into the sanctuary of the church ; 
but to get thither, they had to pass through a 
crowd of their murderers. One received a ball, 
another a blow, and another a stab ; so that, 
when arrived in the sanctuary, they presented a 
scene the most heart-piercing that eyes ever be- 
held, or tlie imagination could conceive. Some 
weredraggcd in wounded, others quite dead. Even 
here, though surrounded by a detachment of sol- 
diers the bloodthirsty mob rushed in upon 
them, and murdered several at the very altar. 
The sanctuary of a Christian chuEch was, for the 
first time since the blessed Redeemer appeared 
among them, filled with a promiscuous group 
of the living, the dying, and the dead. The 
marble pavement was covered with dirt and 
gore, and mangled carcases, and the sides of the 
altar splashed with blood and brains. 
Tlie soldiers had not been brought to save the 

livcft 



THE FRENTCH PRISONS. 263 

lives of the priests ; the" civH commissary who 
headed them, was to execute a plan of nlore de- 
liberate murder. The * surviving priests were 
called out two at a time^ and murdered in the 
presence of the commissary, who took their 
Dames down in a book, as he was answerable for 
their assassination. Of all that were fomid hefe, 
only four or five escaped. 

The same indiscriminate cArnage was carrFed 
on at the other prisons. Every one of these 
men might have saved his life by taking the 
profiered oath of apostacy ; yet not one of them 
condescended to do il. Let the infidel show, if 
he can, any thing like this, In the annals of his 
impious sect*. 

Thus were the prisoners treated in the first 
month of the French republic, one and indivi- 
sible, or in September 1792. The victories of 
the French armies, which increased the security 
and assured the impunity of the French rebels 
and assassins, instead of alleviating their barbart* 
tics, augmented their enormities; and the mas- 
sacres of 1792, which their patriotic adherents in 
foreign countries called the momentary Irruption 

* Tliis last article is transfated from ITHUtoire du Cicr^€ 
} ran 9015, by Abbi Barruel, p. 266. '' 

of 
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of popular vengeance or misguided patriotism, 
were continued in 1793 and 1794, according'to 
the organized revolutionary laws of the legisla- 
ture. Some few individuals could therefore not 
T)e criniinated for transactions that inculpated the 
. humanity and morality of all the citizens of the 
whole French commonwealth. 

Although some of the descriptions inserted 
hereafter are taken from particular prisons, yet 
divested of their localities, they apply, in general, 
\o all the gaols at Paris during the plenitude of 
llobespierro^s power. " In all the prisons," says 
a released prisoner, '* where I have been con- 
fined, I have always observed the same abuses, 
alwavs experienced the same uneasiness, the 
^ame constraint. It is scarce possible to form 
an adequate idea of the hard-heartedness and 
apathy of the jailers, the grinding rapacity of 
the attendants and servants; the treacherous 
watchfulness of the. spies; the repeated oppo* 
ritions to the most trifling requests ; and the con- 
tinual subjection to a minute and unprofitable 
vigilance: deprived of all communication from 
without, no news public or private, kept in ig- 
norance even of the successes of the armies of 
our country, and even of the existence of those 

most 
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most near and dear to us by consanguinity and 
attachment : not a word of peace or consolation 
within ; insultedi threatened without cause^ by 
administrators intoxicated with wine and pride | 
subjected to their caprices, and to those of their 
creatures, the jailers } transferred from place 
to place, to humour the whims of any of themj 
dragged from prison to prison, amidst the hoot- 
ings and invectives of a deluded mob j no relief 
for the indigent, either in the most necessary ar- 
ticles of clothing, or in medicines if they happen 
to be indisposed*." 

The activity of the agents of tyranny tended 
In a most astonishing manner to populate these 
abodes of despair. From every corner of France 
victims were daily sent to the prison called the 
Concicrgcrie. It was filled by the activity of 
the missionaries in the departments, and the ad-^ 
ministrators In Paris, and emptied by the mas- 
sacres of its unfortunate tenants,; or their trans- 
fer into other houses of confinement. To this 
place women, without number, were brought, 
without respect to their sex, or state of preg- 
nancy, for which the most sanguinary savages 

* McmoircB d'un Detenu, p. j* 

Vol. Ill, IS generally 
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generally retain some sympathy. They were 
brought in loaded wlt^i fetters, and sometimes 
even with a collar of iron about ihtiir necks, fa- 
tigued, astonished, and dispirited. Some fainted 
at the sight o( their dungeons, and were carried 
away in, the arms of brutal turnkeys, who laughed 
at their condition ; some were dissolved in un- 
availing tears 5 some frozen into a state of torpid 
stupefaction, the harbinger of madness. 

The .place in which prisoners were at first 
lodged, was called the Souriciere, or mouse-trap, 
a dungeon impervious to the rays of the sun, and 
exhaling an infectious odour, from the accumu- 
lated filth of persons who had previously occu- 
pied it. The straw provided for a bed was rot- 
ten with damp and dirt, and the rats ate the 
shoes, the clothes, and even the very flesh of 
the unhappy tenant. In this infernal abode, 
they were sometimes left for thirty-six or fortyw 
eight hours without relief, without communica- 
tion, and without food. They were afterwards^ 
transferred to some other chamber, or to a dif- 
ferent prison. There their state was somewhat 
changed, though very little ameliorated. Oa 
their arrival the jailer asked them in a rough 
voice, '^ Have you got any bills ?'* a cant word 

for 
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for money. If answered in the affirmative^ he 
provided a small cistern for water^ a mug, and 
two or three cracked plates, for which he exacted 
three times their original cost. If the prisoner 
had no money, he was told, ^* So much the worse 
for you, citizen ; you'll get nothing here without 
money." He was in that case obliged to part 
with any thing of value which he possessed, at an 
extremely reduced price, to pay for the trifles 
above mentioned, at an exorbitant rate. For 
example, a person gave a gold ring which cost 
a hundred crowns (12/. I05,), for twenty -five 
livres (i7. iocL)j which barely paid for the ne- 
cessaries furnisJied by the rapacious jailer; and 
this was before the law took place authorizing 
tbcif search and robbery ; after that, every thing 
tlicv had was taken from them. 

They all dined together ; but this meal, the 
only one in twenty-four hours, irtstcad of being 
a pleasure, merely served to prolong a wretched 
and precarious existence. The introduction of 
any food from without was strictly forbidden j a 
tabic was established in the prison, at which 
those confined fed a la ^ramelle, or catch they who 
catch can ; about a hundred plates were sot at a 
table covered with three dishes ; the prisoners, 

N 7, d^rivecl 
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deprived of their knives and forks, were obliged 
to tear the meat v^ith their fingers, and their 
whole sustenance for the remainder of the day 
was merely what they could reserve from this 
•scanty and disgusting meal, a little bread and 
water. The legislature allowed for food to 
each individual £fty sols a day, in dssignats, 
which would not produce a penny in money, 
and according to the price of provisions in Paris, 
afforded a miserable subsistence, and was ren- 
dered still worse by the rapacity of the traiteurs 
or cooks. In some of the prisons they gave half 
a bottle of adulterated wine, a dish of French 
beans stowed in stinking grease or tallow, a salt 
herring, rotten and worm-eaten; in some a little 
putrescent meat, and vegetables full of dirt, hair, 
and worms. What will scarcely be believed had 
it not been proved, even the sacrifices of the guil- 
lotine supplied' the repast i>f the prisoners. When 
a suspicion of the fact was mentioned to Hali, 
the keeper of the prison Duplessis, he laughed 
extravagantly, and called it a dish of ci-devant ! 
Even Barrere, then a member of the Committee 
of Public 'Safety, and at present one of Buona* 
pane's Legion of Honour, avowed it to Vilate, 
and showed him also a pair of boots, tanned into 

leather. 
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leather^ from the skin of the guillotined ci-devant,' 
by a tanner at Meudon^ who bad invented a 
manner of preparing it ♦. 

All narrators agree, that during this period 
their bread was abominable, their wine adulte* 
rated, their meat and fish full of maggots, and 
their garden-stuff bad of its kind, -ill dressed^ 
and full- of dirt, ashes, and coals* To complain, 
was not only useless but dangerous : a murmur 
produced ill-usage, threats of closer confinement^ 
or of a transfer to a worse prison : if the com- - 
platnants were numerous^ they were denounced 
to the administrators as having formed a con* 
spiracy ; and a youth of sixteen was actually sent 
to the guillotine as a conspirator. Tor having^, 
petulantly expressed dissatisfaction that bis salt 
herring was rotten and full of worms. Even 
before the strict regulation took place, which 
prevented the introduction of provisions from 
without, they were far from comfortable : if they 
sent to a tavern for a fricassee, the turnkeys 
would take up a leg or a wing, and if the bearer 
remonstrated that the piece would be missed^ 
sometimes contented themselves with sipping 

^ Sec Les Annates du Terrorisme, p. 151 and I52> and ia 

the note, p. 153. 

N 3 the 
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the sauce^ and dipping their fingers in what re« 
inained in the dish; facts which they took no 
pains to conceal from the prisoner. The fruit 
which was sent by their friends, or which they 
contrived to purchase at almost its weight in 
' gold, passed through the hands of those harpies^ 
who never failed to diminish the quantity, with* 
out fear of reproach, or even of remonstrance* 

This treatment produced a general state of ill 
health : most of the prisons were crowded with 
sick ; some of them had no infirmary, and in 
those the state of the prisoners was truly dread- 
ful ; they could not, without great expense, and 
an express application to the Committee of Pub- 
lic Safety, attended with much delay, obtain a 
physician ; and the most ordinary drugs were 
not procured without similar expense and delay. 
AH this while the patient lay on his bed of straw 
in a crowded room, exhaling pestilence, and 
without succour. Where there was an infir- 
mary, the fate of the sick was not much amelio- 
rated ; this hospital differed nominally rather 
than really from a prison ; the walls were bare 
and damp, the windows small, and the bars so 
thick and so transversed, as to exclude the air. 
The patients, without regard to the difference 

of 
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of iheir complaints, were placed two in a bed. 
The physicians, chosen not on account of their 
knowledge, but on a certificate from their sec- 
tion, that they were genuine sans-culottes, ad- 
ministered their panacea, the tisan barley-water, 
without variation, or considering the cause or 
state of the disorder. When the want of drugs 
was represented to one of the administrators, 
** Well, well,*' he answered, " we shall have 
some of the apothecaries guillotined soon, and 
then you will have plenty.V DeMh made the ^ 
most frightful ravages, his victims were nume* 
rous beyond calculation : it is hardly necessary to 
suppose, as one narrator has done, and supported 
it with some cogent instances arising within his. 
own observation, that it was part of the systenk 
of the day, to get rid of great numbers of pri- 
soners by poison ; the regimen above described 
carries in itself certain and almost inevitable de* 
struction, without the necessity of recurring to 
laudanum or aconite* 

Montgalliard gives an account of the general 
situation of the prisoners, which cannot be pe- 
rused without sentiments of abhorrence, ** Fop 
these four months (in the spring of 1794),'' 
says he, ^^ the prisoners have been forbid all 

N 4 comnxuni-i^ 
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communication with mankind. They expe- 
rience the most barbarous treatment ; and the 
coarse food now allowed, the privation of which* 
is often thi'ealened, is examined by commis- 
sioners from the Committee of Public Safety, 
and thrown in through openings which are after- 
wards carefully shut. Women with child have 
died in the English convent, now a prison, me 
des Fosses St. Victory in the Luxembourg, and in 
the Grand CarmeSy from want of the relief neces- 
sary in their condition. '* Tw so much trouble 
saved to the executiojier," said Billaud Varennes, 
Avl\en he was asked to order a physician for the 
prisons. In one single chamber forty persons 
were conBned. Many petitioned the Commit- 
tee of Public Safetv, and the Public Accuser of 
the Revolutionary Tribunal, to send them to the 
scaffold. Couthon wrote the following answer 
on one of these petitions : " Woman, y&u have 
not been yet long enough in a situation that makes 
you wish for death**'* 

They were surrounded with spies, who endea- 
voured, by acts of the most brutal insolence, to 
force them to complain ; and if they did not 

* Suite dc TEtat de la France, p. 67. ' 

succeed^ 
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succeed^ invented circumstances they could not 
occasion, rather than fail in gratifying Iheir.eni- 
ployers. This rendered communication ins«- 
cure, and added a terrible restraint to those un-' 
dcr which they already laboured. The language 
of their jailers led them to dread another mas* 
sacre like that of September 1792^ and harassed 
them by continual fears; which were increaaed 
by the excavations made in the yards of most 
of the prisons at the same period. The jailers 
pretended they were meant for sess-pools, but 
the prisoners dreaded they w«rc designed for 
their graves. . 

. When retired to their cells at night, by virtue 
of the compulsory edict for their separation, 
their miseries were not terminated ; the only 
cries in the streets which were permitted near 
the walls, were those calculated to inspire hor- 
ror. In the night the furies of the guillotine,, 
with piercing voices, would cry, ** A list of the 
fifty, or threescore i>ersons, who drew pria&es to-- 
day in the lottery of the guilloliiKJ." If the 
butchery had been less numerous, they would, 
say, ** A list of tlie twenty, or tive-and-twenty 
aristocrats who were guillotined to-day. Wc 
lH)pe the number will be greater to-niorrow.'* 

JN 5 Sometimes 
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Sometimes in themtddle of the night the pris 
beli was rung, and all the prisoners $ummo 
into the yard, where administrators^ by toi 
light, attended by guards, Avaited with a lis 
persons to be carried to other prisons, or to 
Conciergerie, till they should be tried. T 
transfers were effected with the utmost bnital 
age, sex, or situation, procured no compass 
A lady near her time of lying-in, terrified by 
bell, from her ignorance of the cause of 
ringing, was seized with the pangs of child-bi 
She was compelled to descend into the yard, 
name being on the list : it was in vain she 
treated and remonstrated ; two soldiers draj 
her towards the cart, till her increasing ago 
at length compelled them to place her in the 
room they could find, where she was pre 
turely delirered, without attendance or asi 

These were not the only me'^u/contrivec 
murder sleep. By a diaboKcaV'^flltockery of 
tice, the acts of accusation were delivered 
in the night before the day of trial. A fe 
hawked them about the prison with a loud vc 
calling them in barbarous pleasantry, ike Eve^ 
Post. This noise disturbed all the prisoi 
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a<id made some hundreds partake of the misery 
intended perhaps only for ten or a dozen. Tbosp 
to whom they were delivered sometimes could 
not read them from w^uU of lights and if they 
could, it would have availed them but little^ as 
they were generally the same in substance ; the" 
crime alleged, and the: witnesses, the same*. 
They wer.e made out by the inferior stents of 
Fouquier Tinville, written in a hand scarcely 
legible^, and ill c^pelt. The petulance of these 
wretches often indicated the fate of the per9oo 
accused by some jocular expression, as, ^' ILe^ 
tis send this woman to her beloved spouse y!* and at 
the top. of one of the acts' of accusation was writ» 
ten, *^ A head to he chopped off without mercy J^ 
The change of the abode of prisoners/ dictated 
by caprice, and unaccorded, often rendered the* 
delivery of these acts a matter, of difficutoy;: . 
but the impatience of the messengers^ and the 
promptitude of the revolutionary system^ ob- .• 
viated delay. If the person marked for destruc* 
tlon was not to be found, some one whose name: 
was similar in sound, or who had some relatioa 
or connexion with him, supplied his place. It 
was in vain to remonstrate, the answer was ready;; 
^< We were ordered lo take ten, twelve, or fif- 

N 6 teem 
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teen persons from this house, and will not ga 
away without our number } you may as well take 
this act of accusation as not, for you certainly 
must have one, sooner or later*,*' 

Horrible as the sufferings were in the Parisian 
gaols, the persons confined in the provinces, par- 
ticularly in La Vendee and at Nantz, were still 
more cruelly treated. The atrocities perpetrated 
by republican ruffians in those parts, have not 
come to the knowledge of the public by the re- 
ports of prisoners escaped from the hands of 
their assassins, but are the original depositions 
npon oath of w itncsscs before the republican tri- 
bunals, and published by order of the French 
government in the capital of France. 

'* The revolutionary hospital at Nantz,** says 
the witness George Thomas, an officer of health, 
** was totally unprovided with every necessary. 
The gaol fever made terrible ravages in all the 
houses of detention ; seventy-five persons, or 
thereabout, died daily in this hospital. There 
vcas nothing but rotten mattresses, and on each 

* See Tableau des Prisons sous Robespierre ; Memoires d*un 
Detrwiy |>ar Sc. Rioufr ; Conjuration de Robespierre ; Tenth 
CooraspoiidcnGe i tpd Mm WUliams's Letters of 1794* 

of 
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of them more than £fty prisoners had breathed 
their last« 

^^ I went to Chaux, one of the Committee^ ta . 
ask j'elief for the unhappy wretches that re- 
mained here. ' We capnot do any thing/ 
said Chaux ; ^ but if you will, you may contri* • 
bute to the cause of humamtyf in a manner I will 
point out to you. That rascal Phillippes ha^ two 
hundred thousand livres (8000/.) in his clutcbedj 
which we cannot come at. Now, if you will ac«» 
cuse him in form, and support your accusation 
by witnesses that I will engage to furnish you 
with,. I will grant you. out of the sum^ all that 
you want for the revolutionary hospital/ At 
the very meniion of humanity from Chaux I was. 
astonished : the latter part of his proposal, bow- 
ever, brought me back to my man. 1 rejected 
it with the indignation that it merited. 

^* I attest, that the Revolutionary Committee 
of Nantz seized and imprisoned all thiose who 
were esteemed rich, men of talents, virtue, and . 
humanity. I accuse this Committee of having 
ordered, to my knowledge, the shooting and 
drowning of between four and five hundred chil- . 
dren, the oldest of whom were not more than 
fourteen years of age. 

** Minguct, 
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" Minguel, one of the Committee, had given 
me an order to choose two from among the chil- 
dren, whom I intended to save from death, and 
bring up. I chose one of eleven years old, and 
another of fourteen. The next day I went to- 
the prison called the Entrepoty with several of 
my friends, whom I had prevailed on^ lo ask for 
some of these children. When we came,* we 
found the poor little creatures stood no longer in* 
need of our interposition — they were all drowned t 
I attest, that I saw in this prison, but the even- 
ing before, more than four hundred. 

" Having received an order from the military 
commissioners to go to the same prison, the£n>- 
trepot, to certify as to the pregnancy of a great 
number of women, T found, on entering this 
horrible slaughter-house, a great number of dead 
bodies strewed about the place. I saw several- 
infants, some still palpitating^ and others svffo* 
cated in tubs of human excrement. I hurried* 
along through this scene of horror. My aspect 
frightened the women ; they had been accus- 
tomed to see none but their butchers 1 I eiicou- 
raged them ; and addressed them in the language 
of humanity. I found that thirty of them were 
with child J. several of them seven or eight 

months 
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months gone/ Some few dftys after^ I went: 
again to see those unhappy creatures, whose situ-/ 
ation rendered them objects of compassion and 
tenderness ; but-*(adds the witness with a fal-. 
tering voice) shall I tell youj they had been most 
inhumanly murdered I 

^* The farther I advancedi .continues the wit* 
ness, the more was my heart appalled. There 
were eight hundred women, ai^d as many childretif 
in the prisons Entrepot, and in the Mariliere. 
There were neither beds, straw, nor necesaarjT' 
vessels. The prisoners were in want of every 
thing. Doctor Rollin and myself saw five .chil- 
dren expire in less than four minutes. They re* 
ceived no kind of nourishment. We .asked tbe* 
women in the neighbourhood, if they could not 
lend them some assistance. — * What would you- 
have usdoT said they; ^ Grandmaison (one of 
their national commissaries) arrests every* one 
that attempts to succour them •.' ^ 

<^ The same witness says, I accuse the Com« 
mittec in general of the murder of seven prison* 
crs, whom, from want of time to examine them^ ' 

♦ Sec Proems Crimincl dcs Mcmbrcs du Oomitc Revolution 

■ 

ml re dc Nantes, ct du ct-dtvant Reprcscntant du- Peuple C«r- 
Vi'Xf vol. ii. p. 147. 

they 
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they had hewn down with sabres,, under the 
window of their hall. Carrier, the repreaenta- 
tive of the people, and the committee, as well as 
their under- murderers, used to turn the drown* 
iags into jest : they called them immersions, na- 
tional baptisms, vertical transportations, bathings, 
(Sc. ^ I entered,' adds he, ^ one day a public- 
house, opposite the Boufiayj where I saw a water- 
man, named Perdreau. He asked me for a pinph 
of snuff; * for,' says the ruffian, * I have richly 
earned it ; I have just helped to dispatch seven 
or eight hundred V — ' How,' said I, * do you 
manage to make away with them so fast?'— 
* Nothing so easy,' replied he; ^ when I have a 
bathing'Viatchj I strip them naked, two men with 
their bayonets push them, tied two and two, into 
my boat, whence they go souse into the water 
with a broken skull *.' 

*' Vaujois, a witness, says, 'I wrote ten times 
to the administrators of the district, and went 
often to the Eevolutionary Committee, to re- 
quest that somethiiig should be done for the poor 
children in prison ; but could obtain nothing, 

* See Procds Criminel des Merabres du Comtte Revolutk>* 
naire de Nantes^ et du ci-dgvant Representant da Peuple Car- 
rier, vol. ii. p. 1^6, 

At 
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At last I \rentured to speak to Carrier, who re- 
plied, in a passion, * You are a counter- revo- 
lutionist ; no pity : they are young vipers, that 
piust be destroyed.' — * If I had acted of myself/ 
says the witnesS| < I should have shared their* 
fate/ 

<^ One day, on entering the Entrepot, acitiseii} 
of Nantz saw a great heap of corpses : they Vver<; 
all of children ; many were still palpitating and 
struggling with death* The man looked at thens 
for some time ; saw a child move its arm, he* 
seized it, ran home with it, and had the happi* 
ness of saving it from death, and its more terrible 
ministers. 

^^ Here Thomas was again questioned, and he 
attested, that the Revolutionary Committee issued 
an order, commanding all those who had taken 
children from the prisons, to carry them back ; 
again ; and this, adds the witness, lor the sole . 
pleasure of having them murdered ♦. . . 

^^ Cossirant, a witness, deposes, that it was 
proposed to shoot some of the prisoners en tnassep 
but that the proposal was rejected, * However,* 

• Sec Proems Crimincl dcs Membrci da Comit^ Refolutio*'' 
mi re de Nantes, ct du ci-divant Reprcseatant du Peuple Car- 
rier, vol. ii. p. 151, 

says 
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says he, ' as I was returning home one evening, 
I met Ramor, who told me that the shooting was 
at that moment going on* As I heard nonoise^ 
I would not believe him, but I was not suffered 
to remain long in doubt ; a fellow came up to me, 
covered with blopd : ^ That is the way we knock 
them off, my boy,* says he. Seven hundred had 
been shot that afternoon *. 

** Debourges, a witness, says, * I have seen, 
during six days, nothing but drownings, guillo- 
linings, and shootings* Being once on^guard, I 
commanded a detachment that conducted the 
fourth en masse of women to be shot at ^igan. 
When I arrived, I found the dead bodies of 
seventy-five women already stretched on the spot. 
They were quite naked. I was informed that 
they were girls from fifteen to eighteen years of 
age. When they had the misfortune not to fall 
dead after the sbot^ they were dispatched with 
sabres f.* 

** Labenette, a witness, informs the Tribunal, 
that the Revolutionary Committee order^ a de- 

* See Proces Crimincl dcs Mcmbrcs du Comit^ Rerolutio- 
naire de Nantes, et du ci^ivant Kepresentant du People Car- 
rier, vol. iv. p. 245. 

f Idem, vol. iv. p. 15^. 

crcc 
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crcc to be posted on the walls of the city^ for* 
bidding all fathers, mothers, husbands, wives^ 
children, relations, or friends, to solicit the 
pardon of any prisoners whatever. I was also; 
witness of the drowning of ninety priestf, twp 
of whom, who were decrepit old men, by some^ 
accident or other, escaped, but were retaken and' 
murdered. Indeed^ I have been an eye-wUnesr 
of several droumingsof metif women with childj 
girlsy boys, infants, indiscriminately. I have 
also seen people of all thes& descriptions shot in 
the public squares, and in other places. The nt«- 
tional guard of the city was employed, during ^ixi . 
weeks, in filling up the ditches into which themaa* 
sacred persons were thrown. I was doctor to one), 
of the prisons, and was very near being- deprived 
of my situation, because 1 was too humane** . ; > 

^* Carrier sent for the President of the Mill- 
tary Commission. ^ It is you, then,' sSaid he^ : 
* Mr. Son-of-a-b — h, that have dared to give 
orders contrary to .mine. Mind ; if you do 
not empty the Entrepot prison in two hours, I 

•• Proccs Criraincl des Membres du ComIt6 Revolutionairc 
dc Nantes, ct du ci-dfjatti Rcpicsentunt du Peuplc Cariier, 
\ol. i. p. 27. 

will 
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will have your, head, and the heads of all the 
Commission.' — He was obeyed*. 

^^ Tronjolly, a witness, says, that Chaux ex- 
pressed his disapprobation of the law of the 14th 
September. ^ It is a great pity,' said he, ^ it 
ever was made ; without it we should have re- 
duced the inhabitants of Nantz to a handful/ 
^Carrier was consulted,' adds this witness,^ with 
respect to receiving money to save the lives of 
the rich, but he answered : ** No compositipns ; 
the guillotine ; the guillotine, and take their 
money afterwards." Three women, too charm- 
ing, certainly, since they attracted the desires of 
the ferocious Carrier, had the misfortune to be 
chosen for the tiger's pleasure. He first sacri- 
ficed them to his brutal lust, and then sent them 
to augment the mass of a massacre f. 

^^ The widow Dumey, a witness, says, that 
she is the widow of the late keeper of the Emire* 
pot ; that she saw fifty priests brought tbere^ and 
robbed of all their money and effects, and that 
they were afterwards drowned with some wotaien 

* Proces Crimlnel clcs Mcmbrcs du Comit^ Revolatififiaire 
de Nantes, et du cl-Jevant Repreteotant du People Cankr^ 

Vi;l. i. p. 60. 

f Ibid. vol. i.p. 103. 

and 
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and little children. She add»i twenty-four men 
and four women were taken out one day. A 
child of fourteen yearA wa« tied withotheri to be 
drowned ) hii crici for bii papa were enough to 
pierce the heart of a tiger | Latnbcrtye tied him« 
howeveri and drowned him with the rest. Fou- 
queti the companion of Lambertyei laid on thia 
occasion, that he had already helped to dhpaick 
nine tliousandf and that if they would but let him 
alone for twenty-one hours^ he would sweep all 
the priAons of Nant2! *• 

** Lacaillci keeper of another prisoni called the 
Botifayf gives a circumstantial account of one of 
the drownings. < The horrid night/ says the 
witness, * of the 23d of Octoberi two soldiera 
of the company of Marat came to the Boi{ffayp 
each with a bundle of cords. About nine o'clock 
they told me there were one hundred and fifty* 
five prisoners^ whom they were to transfer to 
Bclleislci to work at a fortress* About an houjr 
aftcri thirty or forty more of these soldiers ar« 
rived. An order from the Committee was pro* 

"^ Vtdch C'riiuinci dci Membreti <ia Camlt^ Rcvolutlonalrt 
dr Nuntco, rt Uu cfdevant Hc|)rci«rttttUt du Tcupln Cairlcr, 

v<il. ii. y. 175. 

duccd 
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duccd for the delivery of one hundred and fifty- 
five of my prisoner?, I observed to them^ that 
several of the prisoners on the list were now at 
liberty, or in the hospital. They now sat down 
to table, and after having supped and drank 
heartily, they brought out their cords, and di- 
verted themselves awhile in tying each other as 
they intended to tie the prisoners. I then con- 
ducted them to the rooms where the prisoners 
were lodged. They instantly fell to work, tying 
the poor trembling wretches two and two. Grand- 
niaison now entered the court-yard, and hal- 
looed out to them to dispatch. GouUin came 
stamping and swearing, because the number on 
the list could not be completed. There were so 
many sick and dead, that they could not well be 
made up. * I sent you fifteen this evening,* says^ 
Goullin, ^ what have you done with them ?' I told 
him they were up stairs. * Down with them,* 
says he. I obeyed, and they were tied like the 
rest. Instead of one hundred and fifty*five, 
Goullin at last consented to take one hundred 
and twenty-nine; hut even this number not be- 
ing complete, he ordered the remaindef to be 
taken from the prisoners indiscriminately i and 
when this was done, he marched off at the head 

of 
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of the assassins, to conduct them to the river, 
where they were all drowned*/ 

<* The widow Mallet, who had first been rob- 
bed of her property, and then imprisoned, gives 
an account of the manner in which she and her 
companions in captivity were treated. * I com* 
plained,* says this poor woman, * to Perro* 
cheaux of a violent sore throat. * That is good,* 
said he, ^ the guillotine will cure you of that.' 
One day Jolly asked if I was not ' the widow 
Mallet, and giving me a look that makes me 
tremble even now, ^ Aye,' says he, * she shall 
drink out of the great cup,' (meaning drown- 
ing.) 

*^.In the house where we were confined, there 
were a great number of beautiful pictures. Some 
men were sent one day by the Committee to tear 
them to pieces, which they did, leaving only 
one, which represented JeaM, and jeering, with 
savage irony^ ^ Contemplate that image|' taid 
they, * to cheer your hearts*^ 

** We were in want of every necessary.. Seven 
hundred of us were confined in this house^ 

♦ Proccs Cfimincl dcs Mcmbrcs du Comity Revolutionaire 
dc Nantes, ct du ci-Jeviint Rrprescntant du People Carrier, 
vot. fi. p. x8^. 

wbicb^ 
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which^ even as a prison, was too small for two 
hundred ; forty were crammed into one little 
chamber. During six or sjeven months we had 
no infirmary, or rather each apartment was one. 
The sick and dead were often extended on the 
floor among the livings How many have I seen 
struggling in the pangs of death by my side ! 

** Grandmaison told me one day of an old 
quarrel : ' Times are altered/ says he ; * now I 
have you under my clutches.' Dunassier came 
one day drunk^ and began to make out a list for 
execution. His oaths and imprecations made us 
tremble ; I was on the fatal list, and I know not 
how I have escaped. My old servant went to 
solicit for my removal, representing me as dan- 
gerously ill. Perrocheaux said to her, ^ Let her 
die, you silly b — h, and then we shall have her 
house, and vou will fare better with us than with 
her*.' 

•' Mrs. Pichot, a witness, living by the water- 
side atNantz, says, ^ that she saw the carpenters 
busy constructing the lighters for drowning the 

'"^ Proccs Criminel des Mcmbrcs du Comite ReYolutionaire 
de Nantes, ec du ci-divant Rcpresentant da Peuple Cuner, 

vol. ii. p. 204. 
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prisoners ; and soon after,' says the witness^ ^ I 
saw brought to be drowned at the Crepuiile> a 
great number of women, many of whom had 
suckling children in their arms ; thejr screamed 
and cried most piteously. ^ Oh,' said they, ^ must 
we be put to death without being heard ?' Se« 
veral poor women of the neighbourhood ran and 
took a child each, and some two finom them* 
Upon this the poor creatures shrieked, and tore 
their hair worse than before. '^ Oh, my dear^ 
my love, my darling babe ! am I never to see 
your dear face sgain ! Heavens protect my poor 
dear little love 1' Such heart-piercing cries 
were surely never before heard ; yet these could 
not soften the hell-hounds that conducted 
them. 
** Manv of these women were far advanced 



with child. All were taken into the boats, a 
part were immediately dispatched, and the r^st 
put on board the Dutch sloop till the next day. 

* When the next day arrived,' says the witness^ 

* though we were all panic-struck^ many had the 
courage to ask for a child each of those that 
were left alive; but the hard-hearted villain^ 
Fouquet, refused^ pretending his orders were 

VOL. UK o changed. 
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changedf and ill thai reintin«4 on bctfird lh( 
sloop ¥rere dromned * 1 

^* Tbeiamc witnefs saysj ^Oiie day I aaw $ave- 
ral prisonersj brought from the Entrepot, depo- 
sited in a lighter with a head ; they were fiiatr 
encd under hatcbca, where they were Ifeft for 
forty-oight hours. When the batches were 
opened, there were sixty of them stifled. Other 
prisoners that were on boards were obliged 
to take out the bodies. Bobia stood on the 
deck J with bis drawn sword in his hand, and 
superintended the work. This done, aI^ the 
prisoners on board were stripped nakedj men, 
women, and children of all ages, from fourscore 
Xofive ; their hands were tied behind them, and 
they were thrown into the river!* Here the 
Judge asked the witness if this drowning was 
performed by day or by night ? ^ In open day* 
light,' answered the witness. She^adds, < I 
observed that the drowners became very familiar 
with the prettiest of the women; and some few 
of them were saved, if -it can be called savii^^ to 

* Procts Criminel des Membres du Cotntt^ RevolaUpnaire 
de Nantes, ct du •i-dt^ant Rtpfesfnisiii du Peuple 'Carrier, 

rol.ii. p. 212. , % 
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endure the more than mferaai etnbraccB of these 
monsters*/ 

^^Coitxii one of the co|nptny of Marat, io* 
formed the tribunal that he had leen se? en tfaoil^ ^ 
land five hundred persons shot at the Oigan, and 
he had assisted in drowning four thousand tv '• 

^< Mrs. Laillet informs the tfibanai, that siK 
)'oung ladies of the name of Lametrryt^ were 
sent to the Boufiay prisoiu Carrier sent ati 
order to put them instantly to death. The 
keeper of the prison commis^oned me to com^ 
nuinicateto them the fatal tidings. , I called 

I 

them into a room apartj and told them that the 
reprcsentallve of the people had ordered their 
execution. The youngest of them gav€ file this 
ring (here she showed the ring); they threw 
themselves on their knees^ and csdled on the 
name of Jesus Christ* Frpm this posture &e 
ruffians roused them to condu<^ them lo the 
place of death. They were exetnited without 
ever being tried* While they were dispatcfahag, 
twenty- seven men awaited the fat;al atrofce ai the 

♦ Procrs Chmincl d«« Mcmbrcf du Comltd Revolutionairc 
dc Nantes, ct du d-Jevant Rcpresenunt du Peuple Cftrrtef^ 
vol. ii. p. 223. 

f Ibid. vol. iu p. 25». 
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foot of the guillotine. It is said^ to the hmcm 
of the executioner^ that his remorse forliaving 
•executeil these young ladies was so great^ that 
lie died in a few days afterwards. 

'^ I attest/^ adds this witness, <^ that I have 
teen numbers of naked bodies of women lying by 
'the side of the river Loire, thrown up by the 
tide ; I have seen heaps of human bodies gnawed 
and partly devoured by the dogs and birds o( 
prey; which latter were continually hovering 
, over the city, and particularly near the water- 
side. I have seen numbers of carcasses in the 
bottoms of the lighters, partly covered ,with 
'water*." 

^'.Captain Baulet, a witness, says, 'that one 
day, on weighing anchor, he saw four or Jive 
hundred dead bodies raised by the cable; and 
adds, that there were one hundred and thirty 
women confined at Mirabeau^ who disappeared 
all at oncct.*' 

*' I was present at a drowning/' says the wit- 
ness Tabouret, ^^ on board a lighter conducted 

* Procies Crimiiiel des Membres da Comit6 Revolationaire 
,de Nantes, et du ei-devant Kepreseotaot du Peuplc Carda, 
vol. iii« p. 14. 

f Ibid, vol. iii. p. 25. 
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by Affile. < Come on^ my lads/ said he, * to the 
Island of Topsy-turvy,* Before we got out to 
the sinking-place, I heard the prisoners make 
the most terrible lamentations. ^ Save us I oh> 
for pity sake, save us P cried they ; * there is yet 
time ; oh i pray, pray, save us V Some of their 
bands wrerc untied, and they run them througtl 
the railing, crying, < Mercy, mercy !* It was 
then that I saw the villain Grandmaison chop 
off their hands and arms with his sabre. Ten 
minutes after I heard the carpenters, placed in 
the little boat8> hammering at the sides of 
the lighter, and directly down it went to the 
bottom ♦. 

<' One time/' says Affile (a witness who had 
been one of the drowners), << Fouquet had ordered 
me to go to Marie, to bespeak the two lighters 
that were wanted for the night, and to engage 
some carpenters. This done, I went and got 
cords, and the staples, to fasten the prisoners 
at the bottom of the lighter. About nine o'clock^ 
nearly five hundred were put on boabd. These 
were pillaged and stripped in the lighter, and 

* Proems Crimincl des Membrcs du ComiU Rc\'olutk>nftire^ 
de Nantes, et du ci^cranf Represcntant du Peuple Ctriier^ 
vul. iii. p. 38. . 

o 3 Fouquet 
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Fouquet swore, if I did not obe}* his requisitions, 
wiiich were alwavs made in the name of tht law. 
he would drown me with the^rest. Four little 
boats attended caeh lighter. When the plugs 
were pulled out, the prisi>ners cried Mercy ! 
There were some on the half-deck with their 
hands tied only ; <ind these, when they taw the 
lighter sinking, cried, < Let us jump into their 
boats, and drown them with ourselves** But all 
that attempted it were hacked down with sabres. 
When the expedition was compleledy we went 
to Thomas's hotel, where the eflecti of Uit 
prisoners had been carried, from tbence we wtnl 
to Secher's, where we divided the spoil *•** 

^^ Bourdin, a witness, gives an account of se- 
veral shootings. ^ The last that I saw was of 
eighty women. They were first shol^ then 
stripped, and exposed on the spot for three days. 
When the shooting en masse first began> the 
prisoners were suGTcred to retain their ctolhes 
till they were dead. As they were conducted 
to the place of execution, and even aAer they 
arrived on the spot, the old-clothes dealers were 

'^ Proces Criminel dcs Membrea dn Conlei Re^KilvliORaire 
de Nantes, ei du ci dfv*Mt Bepresentani du Peuple Cmm, 

vol. iii. p. 50. 

seen 
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Been bargaining wii^i the soidiers for theif ctott)«i9» 
The poor anfortunate creatures had the ftiorti* 
fication to see their own town's men and women 
buying the poor remains of theit: fortunes IMI 
their backs ) and the instant they ftll^ the tnoii« 
sters rushed in, tearing the new-^acquired pre* 
perty from their bodies, yet struggling in the 
convulsive pangs of death. But Ihe retololion- 
ary butchers found that this was but an un{Hro* 
duotive sale, for the clothes being abot lhr6ugb|. 
decreased their value; and this circunislaneedcttr* 
mined them lo strip the prisoners naked befort 
their execution*. 

*^ Crespin, a witness^ and one of the company 
of Marat, informs the tribunal^ that be was at A 
drowning on board the lighter^ where the pri- 
soners were fastened down under boards^ nailed 
from side to side. * They uttered/ says.hei 
the most piteous cries. Some of thorn pul theif 
hands folded in a supplicating posture through 
the openings between the boards; and I SAV 
the members of the committee chop off their 
hands and fingers : one of them plunged his 

♦ Proems Crimlncl dcs Membrcs du Comit^ Rcvolutk>fNitfO 
dc Nantes, ct clu d-dcvant Rcprcscnttnt du Peuple Canisr^ 

vol. iii. p. 63. 

o 4 sabre 
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sabre down in amongst the prisoncfSj and we 
heard a man cry out^ ^ Oh I the rascal 1 be has 
atabbed mc!' ^ Our ears,' adds the witnessj 
^ were now stunned with the cry of ' Oh you 
rascally bnital savages ! this is the mercy^ this 
js the humanity of the republicans* T 

*^ Fontbonne^ a witness^ informs the tribunal} 
that he one day saw a number of persons con- 
ducted from the Place Equality to be shot at 
Mauvres. There were women and children of 
all ages among them. My heart could not sup- 
port this spectacle. I ran home^ saddled my 
horse, and rode to the place of execution. 
When I arrived, the poor creatures were all on 
their knees, and the soldiers were prepared to 
fire. I rushed through them, and had the good 
fortune to save eight of the children^ the oldest 
of whom was twelve years of age. The rest 
were shot with their fathers and mothers f. 

^^ Laurancy> a witness, attests, that he saw^ at 
one time, three hundred men conducted to the 
water. They were all naked, and had their 

* Proccs Criminel dcs Mcmbres du Comite Revolationaire 
de Nantes, et du ci-Jevant Represcntuit du Peuple Carrier, 

vol. ill. p. I 06. y 

f Ibid. vol. iii. p. 113. 
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hands tie4 behind them. ^ I saw too/ adds thi' 
y^itncss^ ^ stvcral naked women and girls oa 
board a barge in the rivefj two of whom^ aged 
about eighteen }'ear8^ I saw a young lad behead 
with his sabrcj while he sung the CarmagHoh^»^, 

<< I saw, says the witness Oirault, about 
three or four hundred persons drowned. There 
were women of all ages among them } some wen^ 
big with child, and of these several were delivered 
in the very lighters, among water arid mud. The 
most shocking circumstance was their groans; 
their heart-piercing shrieks excited no compat* 
sion. They, together with the fruit of their 
conjugal love, went to the bottom together t. 

*^ From the moment the Revolutionary Com« 
mittce wa8 installed, says Berftt, the iniprison- 
ments began, and they augmented daily • They 
were all dictated by animosity, hatred, and 
avarice. To such a degree did terror prevail^ 
that every man trembled for his Kfe« For my 
part, my resolution was shaken. I always wenlr 
with two loaded pistols in my pockets; one for 

• Proems Crimincl dcs Membrcs da Comit^S RevoIuUontire 
de Nantes, ct du ci-Jrvan^ Kcprcscntant du Peuple Carrttr, 
vol. Hi. p. 114. 

i^ Ibid, vol, iii. p. 279, a8o. 

o 5 the 
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the villain who thooM offer to seise nej^ and 
the other fi>r mysdf. Cruel expectation for a 
Bian who had a small helpless famil j ! But I 
had setn six hundred men, at one tirae^ plunged 
into the water, and had been a witness to the 
shooting of three thousand six hundred at dif- 
ferent times at the Gigan : after this^ what could 
any man hope for ? 

^^ There is reason to believe that Carrier meant 
to murder the whole city ; for, before his. jour- 
ney to Parisj he told one of the women whom 
he kept, a?id whose husband lie had put to death, 
that he would make Naniz remember the name 
of Carrier : ^ Do not fear^ wy dear,* said he^ ^ all 
my friends shall follow me 3 but as for the cky^ 
k shall be destroyed/ 

'^ I was one day (adds the same witness) sent 
by Bowin to see some bodies buried^ that were 
left in the public square. There were ujgwards 
of thirty women all nakcdj and exposed with the 
viost horrible indecency *. 

^^ Fontbonne informs the tribunal^ that he 
was one day invited to a dinner^ in a pleasure- 



• Proc^ Criminel des Membres cht CocniK Itevtli 
de Nantes, et du ci-dgvant Represenunt du Biupk Qmi«» 
ToL ii. p. I2S. 
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garden belonging to Dccrois. Carrier^ tvi utk 
Irish descendant, O^SuIlivaD, were of Iht partjr* 
Tbe conrersjition tarcKed on tke bodily ttrenglh 
of ctrtain persons, ,when OSuHivsD abscf?«d» 
* Yes, there was my bioth^r^ who waa devilbh 
strong, particularly in the aeck^ for the, txecu'* 
tioner was obliged to give bim the second stroke 
with the Tiational ra»or, before He eouM get bk 
head off*' This witness adds, ^O^Sullavan toU. 
uo, that OS be was going to diownr a man 
much stronger than biaMelf,, tb^Biansesistady. 
but was knocked down; ' then,' saysO'SnIIWan,, 
^'l took out ray knifs, and stuck bira,.aa batchers; 
Jk) sbeep/ 

'* Guedon- informs' the tribunal^ tbat he Was 
jit the sanne dinner meutioined by Fontbonne*. 
^ I was seated/ says the witness, ^ by the side of 
O'SuUivan, and durmg the repast be hekl.up 
bis knife to ine, and saidjc ^ This is n very gpod 
thing to cut a man's thrqat> with >' adding,.' that 
it had already dona him vukiU sesvice in that 
way/ He eaUed en Robin aa^ a witaesa of. bis 
bravery^ and told ua tbe manner in which he 
proceeded. — ^ I had observed,' says O^SulIivan, 
^' that the butchers fcilfed their sheep by phjng- 
ing the knife in. underneath their ear; so, when! 

0.6 had 
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had a mind to kill a prisoner^ I came op to htm, 
and clapping him on the shoulder in a jocular 
yfSiy^ pointed to some object thai he was obi^ed 
to turn his head to see : the moment he did this, 
I had my knife through his neck !' 

'* This O'Sullivan^ in his defence, says, ^ that 
as to his brother, he was an enemy of the Repub- 
lic* When he saw,' says this human butcher, 
* that there was no hope for him, he came and 
threw himself into my arms ; but, like a good re- 
publican, I gave him up to the guillotine */ 

'^ Poupon deposes, that he was witness of a 
drowning, when the company of Marat went 
and dragged sick persons from the hospitals, in 
order to make up a lighter full. ' Some of these 
persons,' adds the witness, * could scarcely crawl 
along, and I saw these murderers beat them 
most cruelly with great sticks,N crying, Alcmg with 
you, rascals! march ! march ! we will give you 
sweet air enough now. "Others they dragged 
along by the hair of the head ; till they got them 
on board the lighter. All this time^'' says the 
witness, ^ the conductors of the expeditioq kept 

* Proc^ Griminel dcs Membres du Comit^ RcYdoiioaaixB 
de Nantes, et du ci-devant Representant da Peuple Cairier, 
volt lu p. 276, 277. 
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halloing out, C!omej come, my ladsj be quick ! 
along with the rascals! the tide falU apace) 
there b no time to be lost*/ 

'^ Tronjollyj a witness, informs the tribunal^ 
that the company of Marat was at first composed 
of sixty persons ; Goullin openly proposed^ that 
none but the most infamous villains should be. 
admitted into it; and at each nomination cried 
outf < Is there no greater scoundrel to bf 
found?' 

<^ On the a4th of October, says the witness^ 
I heard Goullin and his colleagues say, that 
they were going to give a great example ; that 
the prisoners should be all shot. I attest that 
this scene was still more horrible than that of the 
2t2d and 23d of September. The contipany of 
Marat were carousing round a table, and at the 
same time it was deliberated, whether the pri* 
soners should not be massacred by hundreds. In 
this deliberation, Goullin was for indiscriminate 
slaughter; and thus were the prisoners, without 
ever being interrogated or heted, condemn^ to 

• Proems Criminel dct Membres du Comity Kevolutionalie 
de Nantes, ct du ci'dtvant ReprescotaAt du Feuple Caixierf 
vol. iv.p. 148. 

die* 
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die. There existed no proofs of guih flgftiqit 
these unfortunate prisoners; they were what 
ivas called siispected persons ; XhtfobmsmAMH 
real criminals were set at liberty, 

*^ Old men, women with chUd, and children^ 
were drowned without distinction. They were 
put on board of lighters, which were mled 
round to keep the prisoners from jumping over* 
board, if they should happen to disengs^ them* 
selves. There were plugs made in the bottom^ 
or sides, which, being pulled out^ the Kghter 
sunk, and all in it were drowned. These ospe- 
dMons were first canied on by night, but the 
sun soon beheld the murderous work. At first 
the prisoners were drowned in their clothes; thisj 
however, ap|»eared too merciful ; to expose the 
two sexes naked before each other, was a pleasure 
that the ruffians could not forego. 

** I must now, says the witness, speak of a 
new sort of cruelty. The young men and wo- 
men were picked out from anK>ng the mass of 
"siiflerers, stripped naked, and tied togiether, £ice 
to face. After being kept in this situation about 
an hour, they were put into aa opea Ugfaier ; 
and after receiving several blows on the sknH 

with- 
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with the butt end of & musketi thrown into 
the water. Tbeae were t9i]tA rfpublkun nuit^ 

But enough of thoao atrocilietof new-bom ro» 
publicani« Hundred of timei ha* the pen drofK 
ped from my trembling hand in tranactibing 
thtm. Should the fortitude of readeN fail tbtni^ 
in perusing them> let them coDiider what the. 
writer must have felt^ who> after witneising somt 
of theee abominations^ must atiU, and for ever^ 
sufier as a vieum of them. It it^ cothparativelyn 
but yesterday^ since he en}Qycd rank, diatinctiong 
and wealth, since he was^ surrounded by parealSi 
reUtives, and fricnda^all^^aU swalktwed up in 
the revolutionary abyss— to be recovered"-4ei^ 
pear— «no morsii What has afflicted hiai^ lisay akN» 
aSict the most elevated as well as the moat hum-* 
ble in every part of the globe» should rebellioa 
and faction oppress or proscribe the quiet and 
k>yal ; and, above all, should a country admit thia 
eursf s of French fraternity 1 * 

^ )hroc<k Crimind dea Membnit (la Cemil^ Tli'weNiaianiw 
de NintH, et da tinffw^mt Rci^itstnunt du Fe«ple Ctirisc| 
%6L k p» 66, 6g. Thorn who have »trenath to icid more of then 
borrors, m«y pcruac the loyal and uscfuj publication^ '* Tus 
Bloody Buoy," fVom which they ha^ been txtraciBd, tftet 
the original In Freneh wai coneulMd md comyaitd. 

This 
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This sketch shall conclude with a narrative of 
state prisons under Buonaparte's reign of white 
terror ; that is to say, the noon-day murderers 
of his worthy revolutionary predecessors are by 
him transformed into midnight assassins and 
poisoners. The guillotine is now no longer in* 
undated with blood in evcfry public square^ but 
every gaol has its secret racks, its secret execu- 
tioners; Imperial improvements of Napoleone 
Buonaparte on the black terrors of bis brother 
sans-culotte, Maximilian Robespierre ! ! Yes, it is 
an undeniable fact, that the first Emperor of the 
French, whom the regenerators^ philosophers^ and 
friends of liberty and equality of France, salute 
their sovereign, has in the first year of his usurp* 
ation re-established those instruments of tor* 
ture, which the last King of France, the virtu- 
ous and humane Louis XVL abolished in the first 
year of his reign ! ! ! What unfortunate pri- 
soner would not prefer the expeditious guillo^. 
tine, shooting, and drowning of former rebels 
in power, to the slow and excruciating, death^ 
to the long and tormenting sufferings, of being 
torn to pieces alive piecemeaT, by the barbarous 
Buonaparte, and his barbarous accomplices! At 
the death, of Robespierre^ who could have 

supposed 
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supposed that this tnondtcr would have beentuc^ 
cceded in authority by a I0W5 sanguina^i sumI 
infamous foreigner, who should cause him to be; 
regretted ? Such is^ however, * at presient the; 
case. " Robespierre's hurricane," say Baona-; 
parte*s 'subjects, *' threatened only the lofty trees 
of the forest I Buonaparte's tempest sweeps^ 
away the humble creeping herb, as well as the' 
proud dnd elevated oak. Its' ravages spare net^' 
ther the valley nor the mountain ♦.'* 

• 
THE TEMPLE. 



As Buonaparte's state prison, the Temple, is. 
justly considered as the most cruel and ei^ecrable.' 
gaol that ever despotism organized to torment ita 
victims, a description of its economy and horroFS 
cannot but be interesting, as an bistoricid monu«. 
ment, and useful as a warning to .travellers whdf 
may be tempted, or under the necesiiity of visit** 
ing regenerated France. It is^ translated from % 
work t published upon the Continent; and thougk 
its author, from motives of prudence, has not 

* Les Nouvelles ^ la Main, Messidor, an xiii. No. 3, p. 5. 
f La Police de Fouch6 devoiUe, &c. p. xi — 24, andtheaoie^ 
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affixed his name, its contents have never bceii 
contradicted. From what the writer of this ex- 
perienced during his confinement in the sauie 
prison, he can confirm the truth of many of the 
particulars here related. 

" I arrived at Paris," says the author, •* with 
the intent of examining modern France, her 
museums, her institutions, her libraries; her 
chef d*oeuvres of art; but her policy, or poli- 
tical plots and intrigues, had no more to do with 
my journey, than if I had visited the unknown 
negroes of the interior of Africa^ or the savage 
tribes of the remotest parts of America. Since 
my dear country^ wretched Helvetia^ had lost 
its liberty and independence, I was polhtcally 
dead ; I was a social vagabond, . or^ to use the 
revolutionary jargon, a citiien of the universe, 
as indiflferent about a First Consul in France as 
about a Sultan of Constantinople^ or a Landa- 
mann in Switzerland. Being besides well known 
in my own country, and well recommended in 
France ; discreet both from prudence and from 
inclination ; I apprehended nothing, passing my 
forenoons with artists or savans, and my even- 
ings with friends] or at the opera^ at the play* 
houses, or in literary societies, 

*^ Among 
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^* Among other persons to whom' I bad^bcca 
introduced at PariS| was ray couutryiuai^ |be 
banker, R — • In his house, near the Boulevards^ 
I had dined several times with the police miDif<> 
ter Fouche, , and the prefect of polioei Dubois.. 
The wife of the former had invited me to scive*^ 
ral of her routs and parties ; an honour of which 
I sometimes accepted. To tell the trutb| how* . 
ever^ I was not much at my ease in the house 
of a known thief and assassin, though made a 
minister, and styled his Sxcellency; nor by the 
side of his wife, a ci'-devrnt bjarlatt itcGvuie4 of 
incest and infanticide, and who, during 1793 
and 17949 when her husband plundered and 
aiurderedj performed the parts of a goddess of 
reason or a fury of the guillotine j who bad her 
sister guillotined, and danced round the scaSpId 
on which her b)ocd was still reeking. But my. 
i^iepugnant sentiments, as well as my indignant 
feelings, were always the secrets of my own^ 
bosom. 

'^ Avoiding all kinds of discussioi^ axid evea 
conversations, about government, I was as tran« 
quil and as unsuspicious at Paris, as if I had re* 
sided in my native city of Berne, before the tri* 
coloured b;uiditti encompassed with blood,; 

wrecks. 
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Iirrccks^ and ruins^ spoils of liberty and equality, 
inflicting destruction and death.. 

<' I had just been at Paris three months, when 
Madame Fouch6 one day invited me, with Mon- 
sieur and Madame R — , the banker and his wife, 
to a supper. It was near two o'clock in the 
morning before I returned to my lodgings, and 
a cold morning of February it was. I do not 
think I had been in my bed an hour, when I 
was suddenly alarmed by being commanded to 
rise, by five men at the side of my bed. Of these, 
two had lights in their hands, and the other 
three pointed pistols at my head and breast. 
As I knew by their dress that four of them were 
gens>d'armcs, I iVas aware of their business, but 
supposed that my arrest originated in mistake ; I 
therefore informed them of my name and coun- 
try, when the fifth person told me that he was a 
police agent, ordered by his superiors to seise 
me, my papers, and effects. I inquired in vain 
of him as to the cause of my arrest, and of what I 
had been accused, or where they wtrt carrying 
me : he gave me no other answer, than to make 
haste and dress myself, and to deliver over to him 
every thing belonging to me in my rooms, which 
he packed up in two trunks, anid put a seal on 

in 
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ly presence. A hackney-coath was waiting 
be door of the hotel, into which tho poUce 
nt and two of the gens-d'armes entered with 
; the other two went behind (he coach*' : As 
bserved thai the coachman drove towards' the 
alevardS) I suspected, what proved to he the 
t, that they were conveying ipe to the Temple, 
we approached it, the outside sentinels, chal* 
^d us. After our gens-d'armes had answered 
watch-word, they permitted us to descend, 
I wait in a kind of portico the return of one 
the former, wlio had no doubt been sent to 
3rm the commanding officer of our arrival, 
ter an anxious expectation of about a quarter 
an hour, the outer gate was opened, where 
* gens-d'armes had whispered the watchrword 
econd time, and our police agent showed his 
lers. There another quarter of an hour passel 
^r before we were permitted to enter the 
irt-yard, and what they called Le Greffe, or 
fister-office. There a man was sitting with a 
ge folio volume before him, in which he wrote 
wn a very minute description of my person^ 
w tall I was ; my age ; the cofour of my ^es, 
3lids, teeth, beard, and hair; the breadth of 
/ nu)uth, and the shape of my noses tbe 

length 
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length of my face; the name of niy ooantiy^ of my 
birth-place^ of the day of my birth^of my ptofes- 
aioa, and with bow many languages I was acquatot- 
cd : he askt d in what countries I had been tcstvel- 
ling; in what lodgings I had resided at Paris) thro' 
what cities and towns I had passed^ -and what 
bouses I had visited and frequented^ aincQ my 
arrival in France. That done^ he copied out of 
the book, upon a sheet of paper5 his • questions 
and my answers, which I signed, as well as what 
was written in the book. Good God I what an 
extensive register of oppression and suflerings I 
I was now ordered to strip to the akin, and 
every part of my dress was searthed ; the soles of 
my shoes, and the collar of my coat, were cut 
open. That I had marks of four wounds on my 
body, was added in the folio volume, as well as 
in the extract from it, and I was ordered again to 
sign my name under this addition, in both placet. 
*^ When these tiresome and troublesome for^ 
malities were over, the police agent and the gens« 
d'armes who had brought me to the Templ^ 
delivered me and my effects over to another 
agent of the secret police, and tviro gens-d'armeii 
d'Elite, who in an insolent manner commanded 
me to accompany them* After marchbg by the 

dim 



THE FRENCH PRISONS. . 311 

dim light of solitary lamps through lewral 
subtarraneoui passages and filthy vaults^ in 
which, however, were- visible, Qhaioa^ fetteri^ 
and two cofiers, rcsemhliog, or real cofSna, I 
y^MS almost blinded by being ushered into a room 
lighted by a large chandelier, where I ob^rved 
Fouche's^private secretary, Desmtrett (who some 
few hours before supped at my side at the mi^ 
nister's of the police), and anqther man, \vilh 
whom I was unacquainted. 

*' Desmarett, after reading with affected gra^ 
vity rl)e paper I had signed in the Grefie, began 
a hypocritical discourse, in which, among other 
falsehoods, he solemnly asserted, that though gc^ 
vernment was well acquainted with the dadgerf* 
ous and treacherous object of my arrival and 
stay in France ; and though it possessed such 
sufficiently convincing evidences, as in any 
other country would have occasioned me to be 
shot without any farther interrogatory or ^ami- 
nation, its humanity surpassed even tta justice 
and be had therefore been ordered to hear froiA 
my own mouth an acknowledgment of my guilt, 
and what I could say to alleviate it. Any dcinial 
on my part would avail nothing but to augment 
the criminality of espionage wod conspiracy. . 
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'^ I interrupted him here, by asking him as a 
favour not to keep me longer in Sjuspenae of what 
I had been accused. *Your name/ said he, 

* is Louis De V — ?' — * My name is William 
Louis De V — .' — ' Your Christian name is onlv 
Louis. I have here the extract from the regis- ^ 
ter of the parish where you were baptized/— 

* Then you know that my Christian names are 
William Louis*' — * You have served formerly in 
the Swiss regiment Ernest, in the service of the 
late king of the French?'—* Never/ — ^ Recol- 
lect yourself,' said he, repeating the same ques« 
tion. ' I persist in my denial ; I have never 
served in France.' — * Have you not, since you 
quitted the French service, been a recruiting of- 
ficer in Switzerland for Colonel Meuron in the 
English service ; and have you not still a com- 
mission as a lieutenant from the King of Great 
Britain?' — * I have neither been in. the Elog- 
lish nor in the French pay or service. I never 
recruited a man in my life.'--** Your obstinacy 
to deny every thing shall soon be confounded to 
your shame and perdition/ 

" * Have you not received four wounds in mi- 
litary service ? ' — * Yes, on the 4th of March 
1798^ when I combated the French troops^ in- 

vadiQg 
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vailing my neutral country without any ptiBvimit 
declaration of vyar.' — * You were woundod in 
combating in the East Indies for the English ?•'— * 
* I have never been in England nor in the E^sl * 
Indies ; I have neyer yet seen a sea-port/ . * 

** ' Did you not, in the summer of 1797, comte 
over from London to Parity with Roussilloh and 
other English agents, and intrigue here with 
Pichegru and other eouspirators ?'— •* I have n*- 
vcr been in England, and never in France before 
last December/ — < What was the motive ofycftjf 
present journey to France?' — < I wished to sec 
the monuments of arts, and was curious to visit 
a capital of which I had heard so much tallcecty 
both for its crimes and pleasures.' 

«* < Towhom were you rcoommendedM Paris?'' 
' You and the minister of police, Fouch^i aro 
both well acquainted with those personi/<*^ 

* Mention them/ — * The diplomatic agontt of 
my countryi Messrs. R-*- & Co. bankera, mj 
eountrymei^ ax)d Mr. G — , my countryaiaQy a 
savant, and member of the National InstiHite*' 

* But neither of them knew you any farther than 
as recommended to them by some of your friends 1 
persons, perhaps, who did not know you more 
than they do,'—' I was recommended to them by 

VOL. lu. P friends 
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friends who are my relatives, and their friends.' 
* lli« troth or falsehood of this assertion will 
soon 'be proved; let us examine your papers^ 
they may perhaps furnish pieces of conviction/^ — 
^* Of what am I then accused ?* — * You will be 
iicquaintdd with it time enough/ 

>* The first piece that fell under Desmarett's 
inspection was a sheet of paper, containing, in a 
confused manner, my remarks upon the different 
pictures in the museums, on statues, and on mo- 
numents; to each of which I had annexed a 
number, in the order I had visited them, or as 
I had intended to set down in full length the 
cursory obsen^ations I had written in the mar- 
gin. With a ridiculous gravity, that, notwith- 
standing my precarious situation, inclined me 
to laugh,* Desmarett exclaimed, ' Citizen, an 
innocent traveller, who has nothing to reproach 
himself with, never uses cyphers ; and an ho- 
nest man, who has no dangerous secrets, no 
machinations to conceal, writes nothing that 
he is ashamed of being read, or fearful of being 
understood, even by his enemies. Where^ is the 
key of these evphers ?' — ' They are no cyphers, 
and can ttierefore have no key. But if you will 
listen to me, I wi!l explain to you what these 

scraps 



THL: FRENCH PRISONS. 315 

scraps signify', and for what they were destined.' 
* Do you then even deny that those papers con- 
lain cyphers?* — ^ I tell the Irnth; they contain 
no cyphers.* 

** IJe then wrote hastily some words at the 
lop of the papers of the pretended cyphers, and 
gave ihem to the person who wrote down his 
(jiiestions and my answers. Among othcr'icraps 
<jf pa])er that excited his suspicion, was a rjougU 
sketch of a n\onntain I had taken between- Ce^ 
neva nnd T.yons; of the ruins of an ancient castle^ 
with a distant view of the Rhone; which he In- . 
sifttcd was a drawing of one of the French sea- 
[)orts, intended no doubt to be betrayed to, or 
attacked by the English. My explanation avail- 
ed nothing. It was added, as he said, to my 
oilier pieces of conviction. 

" I suppose it was already daylight, when my 
interrogatory was over, and at the ringing of a 
bell two jfrens-d'armes d'Klite and a jailer enter- 
ed; in silence, but with a significant nod, re- 
peated twice, he gave me in charge to thcni. 
After half a minute's walk, or thereabout, from 
w hat r alUTwards learnt was the secretary's office 
of the secret police, I descended first twenty-two 
':l(;ps, and in some few seconds thirty-nine steps 

V 2 more. 
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more. Tlie farther I descended, the darker \t 
bectikie ) and when the jailer called out < Stop !' 
we were entirely in the dark. I heard him un- 
bar two iron bohs^ and heard him open with a 
terrible noise two iron doors, before he pushed 
me into a dark hole, where, without saying a 
wordy he locked and bolted the doors after me, 
and where I instantly fainted away» from the in-> 
tolerable stench, which nearly suffocated me. 
How. long I continued in a state of insensibility 
I do not know; but when I recovered my senses^ 
I Yelt myself supported by somebody, who said 
in a mournful and fainting voice^ * Unfortunate 
wretch, whoever you are, innocent or guiltj'^ 
resign yourself to your fate, and hope nothing. 
Few that enter this dungeon, ever leave it but 
for execution* He who speaks to you, expects 
every mQmept to be his last. What have yoil 
done, or of what are vou accused V — * I have 
done nothilig, and. am ignorant of what T am 
accused.' — ^ Young:. man! (I can discover by 
your voice that you are not old ;) confide your 
misfortunes without reserve to a. fellow- sufferery 
who has but some few njouieuts to Kve; beKove 
my experience — confidence will relieve .yoor 
pangs — ^you will be convinced very ^soon^ tbajtcit 

win 



THE FRENCH PRISONS; \h^ 

wtli make you breathe easWetdi^rftftlibptlVk 
atmo9]>henr.' I assured' httn wftb Btihfiii(^.^b 
sincerity; that I had' nothityg td hft)^ii^ tufst^ 
with. I asked him whence t6e im(upportible 
stench originated? He said that this diifigecm 
was called the pnrgalory, aiid situifted' over iHt 
common aewer^ with which the seerA'pbKcehitti 
ordered imperceptible eomtn'titiicationtb be tnade^ 
in hopes of forcing obdurate prisoners to akiteiti, 
and of making the last moments of cbndehitlisB 
persons so much the more miserable* 

*< This dungebni w Yatbbir hdle, was -Kardlf 
sufficient for two people to lie down ii^ ^d it 
was impossible to stand uprij^t in it/ ScAne-rbt- 
4en dirty straw covered 'a damp stpae'idbr; antl 
water was dropping evc^ moment front (he rodf 
and the walls. But thift itas fi6t enough, k was 
also infested with rais^^and other verfafiin. -Tt^'Mfc 
a place of confiQenienCtbd h^nrid, tM*itlBiftiitlft\ 
and too severe, even( for ^t ^arricfde^M^ fiaM* 
cide. My comf^anion itifeM<^ m^/ thiit 6% 
had heard of sixteen f^Wbbifefs ii^thftr^tw^flye 
months, who had from despaif destroyed them- 
selves by dashing their heads against the wa}ls> 
besides four who had bled Kb d^atb fi^oin h^* 
ing bitten by rats. The trif th of this litsir asscr-^ 

p 3 tion 
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tiou I really believe^ being uearly expiring myseh 
from a similar occurrence. When exhausted na- 
ture could hold out no ionge/, I fell into a slum- 
ber for some moments. I awoke suddenly from 
finding my face inundated with blood, and puitii^ 
up my hand, I caught a rat eating the powder 
from my fronts where I had been bit by it» 

'' Shortly after this accident the jailer came 
to remove my fellow- prisoner, and as lie had a 
lamp with him, I could plainly perceive that the 
floor was wet more from gore and dirt than from 
damp. He brought me a pitcher, with water, 
and a small slice of black bread. Upon Asking 
him when I could be removed from a place 
"where a long stay would certainly kill me ; he 
only shook his head, without speaking a won)* . 

^^ The adieus of my companion were moving 
indeed* 'My pains,' said he,. ' will cease iu a 
few moments. Can I regret life, ^after a confine* 
;nent here ? Is not death preferable to such aa 
existence?' I felt his tears trickle down, my 
hand as he uttered these words. I pitied bim 
most sincerely, and his last words made svich an 
impression on my mind, that had I possessed a 
pistol, I should have increased the number of 
those miserable beings whom the. oppression of 

the 
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the French government and its agent* has. re- 
duced to despair, and caused to commit suicide. 
This man,, however, who inspired me with so 
much interest, I afterwards discovei:fd was only 
^moutun, or spy, confined with me by th^ poHot, 
for the purpose of gainingmy coufideoce^ aixd 
then betraying it. As I never had heard of^ sp 
I never suspected such a refinement of wicked- 
ness, of meanness, and of'' tyranny. Heihod 
told me a long doleful story of his wanderings j|s 
an emigrant^ and that as such he was. condemildd 
to die. . . ■'.->% 

^^ As far as I coutd guess, I remained id iim 
dungeon twenty*four hours longeri; when5>tlb 
jailer, with two gens-d'armes d'Elitte> remoTed 
me to another, twelve steps bighefup. . It wae 
larger, and lighted by a lamp ; but it^-flo^ 
Vk'as of stone, like the former, .covered^witb^fiHIi 
and gore, over which was spread some- rolteatoil 
damp straw. On looking round me> I found. ike 
wall covcrod with inscriptions the most di^conr* 
solate and the most despairing. They were ehie% 
traced with hlood. One af them in large lett«cs 
stated : ^ Kaoiu^ wretch^ whoever y,ou are that 
enter thh abode of misery^ that {t is the omte^- 
chainber of death, and thai you are designed for 

V 4. certain 
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certain destruction. Your innocence will not save 
you. I too was innocenly but the executioner is 
waiting for me.* By its side was written, * In 
seventeen mtnuteSy though not seventeen years of 
age, Aurora de Cavy will he no more. For hap- 
piness I have lived seventeen years too long. I die 
faithful to my King as well as to my God J 

•• ITie jailer and two gens-d'armes interrupted 
xny meditations on these and other sentences, 
and brought me T^efore a military commission,, 
presided by a chef de brigade, of the name of 
Hulin, assisted by four inferior officers. A per- 
son in a military dress acted as public accuser, 
ttud read ten articles of accusation against me. 
The principal of these were allegatioiia of espU 
mage, and of being an English agent, and an 
tmbeauch^ur^ or an emissary engaging troops to 
Aesert. I was again said to have been m the re* 
giment of Ernest, in the French service, and ac- 
tuary a lieutenant in Meuron*s regiment in the 
East Indies, in the pay of England. To my terror 
and surprise, two French gens -d'armes positively 
swore that they had seen me at Marseilles in 
1^90, as an ensign in the Tcgiment of Ernest ; 
but two Swiss soldiers of Meuron's regiment,, 
tftittn by a French ptivatcer iu the East Indies, 

dccUred 
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declared upon oath, notwithstanding the threals 
of thq president and of the public accuser, that 

I was not the lieutenant de V who served 

in that regiment* My explication of the papers 
with the pretended cyphers, was not Iqoked upoa 
as satisfactory ; but after a trial of five hours I 
was ordered to withdraw, and was taken* bacic 
again to my farmer dungeon. My request for 
leave 10 bring witnesses fron\ my own country to 
prove my innocence, wa& refused, as contranf /» 
the laws for the eocpeditieus justice of miiitarf 
commissions and special tribunals. 

^* To a prisoner in the dungeons of the Temple^ 
certain death is ffeeferable to a cruel saspemtii 
A man of honour and character so0tt< rasigna 
himself to die, if he h^B time calmly to cansidat 
of the little value of life 5 but suspended, as it 
were, between existence and death, if, flattering^ 
himself with a delusive hope of eacaping^ .hfi..ii 
unexpectedly called on to perish, U: reC^iirfesPan 
unusually strong mind to amce io onefff |a«lt 
enoments a tranquil resignation, of a haroto 
:ourage. The military judgea of the Temple^! 
X) prolong and embitter agony, • never make ac ^ 
prisoner acquainted with their deci^oa hefcte 
;»e is to be released or execiUod^.: lUle ^uflfadngai 

p 5 arising 
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irising from this uncertainty are so much- the 
more poigoaat^ as it has frequently happened 
that persons^ three or four months after, their 
trials, when they had every reason to think them- 
«clves acquitted, have been called out to be shot 
as condemned* 

^' In a week afterwards, I was visited by an- 
other jailer with a milder countenance, who 
asked me to follow him to another and better 
room... It was time, if my tormentors wished 
me to live. From want of prpper nourishment, 
of cleanliness, and of rest, which vermin and rats 
every minute interrupted, I was so exhausted, 
that I could not walk without leaning on the 
arm of the jailer; who, on entering a long bat 
narrow vault, said to the two gcns-d'armes es- 
corting me, * Citizens, you may stop here, the 
prisoner is too weak to attempt any resistance $ 
I answer for him.' 

^* In the midst of the vault he whispered to 
me, ^ I am your countryman, and pity you ;. into 
the grasp of what cruel tigers have you fallen ! 
look here, on this rack expired this morning 
another of our countrymen. See there a part 
of his skull, mixed with his hair. There you 
see five of hit nails, and there lies one of his 

eyes,' 
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eyes.* All those horrible >rclics of barbarity I 
6aw before nie. ^ Shoukl you ever have th« 
misfortune/ continued the jailer, * to be con- 
demned to undergo thcBc tortures, I shall do- you 
the kindness of abbreviating your sufferings, by 
a shock on your breast, which will soon dispatcb^ 
you when stretched out, I owe this service to. 
your father, who was my benefactor.* Heavenly 

_ • 

God ! thought I, what an abominable confusion^. 
even in moral duties^ have the French Revolutioa 
and its cruel rulers produced 1 It would indeed 
have been an act of gratitude, nay, even of hu- 
manity, in this jailer thus to dispatch the son o£ 
hi.^ benefactor. 

^* The room I now occupied was provided with 
a bed, on which was laid u tlirty mattress, but it 
was free from rats. My food was rather better., 
and my jailer told me, that from the orders ht* 
had received to return me two of my shirts^ hc: 
supposed iliat I had some powerful persons inter- 
esting themselves in my favour. After aaothec 
fortniglit had elapsed, I got some books, and was > 
permitted to join in the ordinary with fofty- 
fivc other prisoners, who, like myself, had been 
tried, and under a sentence 6f which they wcr^ 
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" At my second dinnef I wklnessed the fol* 
lowing scene, which made me almost repeo^ of 
having got out of my dungeon. We had just 
finished our soup when I observed all my com* 
pauions turn pale at the noise of the match of 
3onie military on the staircase, who soon entered 
the room, headed by a police agent. .He called 
out loudly^ ^ Citizen Jean Frangois de S«^, you 
are immediately to undergo the sentence of 
death, to which the military commission has 
condemned you. Follow us.' DeS — $ without 
changing countenance, clasped his thunder-^ 
struck mother^ and fainting sister^ to bis arms, 
bidding them an eternal adieu ! and to us— ^ 
' Comrades, I recommend them to your kind 
care. Cod bless you aU : believe me, I am not 
the most to be pitied!' Away he went; and 
when Mademoiselle De S— « 'recovered herself, 
' and missed her brother, her cries pierced our 
hearts ; she refused all food and consolation^ 
and in six days expired^ imploring the ven* 
geance of Heaven on the assassins of tier bro-* 
tber. Madame de S — ^ more fortunate^ never 
spoke again | she was carried a corpse from the 
table; and after being opened, it was foiina that 
her heart had literally burst* Such^ or nearly 

fuch 
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^eh dreadful occurrences, happened very often 
at our dinner in the Temple. No perfon waa 
aafe, and hardly any person was certain of hii 
existence for a moment. I 8a>V| during fifteen 
weeks, twenty-one prisoners carried to execution 
from the table, by my aide ; and all went to die 
with the tfame indiflfercnce as they Ijtad sat down 
to dine ; and as young De S-— (who had been 
a page to Louis XVL for which he suffered death 
before he was twenty) observed, the survivora 
were certainly the most miserable. 

' ** Five months, had already elapsed since my 
confinement in the Temple, when a countryifian 
of mine, with whose immoraUty I was >yell.act 
quainted, and against whpm I had been w|itrned| 
with the permission of.PouchS paid n^,e>yisitt 
He informed me that the Frencli go^^p^roment W4| 
now convinced of its mistake with t;^ard to mc^ 
and that I had therefore pothing t,o fei^ %&>)( 
life; but that it was a custom in Fraipej nctvjsjr to^ 
release a state prisoner who bad t^!sp^, ^ps|ti(^ 
to 4U(pose the injustice he had undergone by Jtlut 
too active vigilance of the police : that; therf fipgre^ 
if I did not petition to be transported to Cayenne^ 
I should probably still languish for yean in gaoK 
He would not, however, ndvise me to take thei 

former 
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former step, as it would be an indirect acknow- 
ledgment of culpability ; he knew one mode of 

I 

proceeding that would procure my immediate 
release, but it was a delicate subject to mention ; 
he meant pecuniary sacrifice? made with caution. 
Inquiring what sum he thought woutd ojxjn thd 
gates of the Temple to me, he said one thousand 
Louis d'ors (looo/.). After some discussion I 
consented to pay this sum, if Mr. R — , my 
countr\'man and friend, approved of it. In six 
days every thing was settled, and I was, under 
the escort of two gens d*armes, carried to the 
frontiers of Switzerland. Thus ended mv visit 
to Buonaparte's and Fouche's bastille, where, I 
am tolerably certain, I must have expired, had 
not Madame Buonaparte's and Madanic Foiichc's 
avarice got the better of their husbands* ferocity. 
With the deception of fifty Louis, the thou- 
sand wer6 divided between these two respectable 
ladies. I often think that my imprisonment was 
iticrely an excuse to extort and pillage me of my 
moihey. 

** I have hitherto related little but what re- 
ganled myself, and what 1 have myself witnessed; 
for the truth of whith 1 can with safety take 
upon me to be a guarantee. What 1 shall men-. 

tion. 
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tion hereafter, I heard from perioni who irauld 
Jbavenb. interest in imposing upon me. 1 state 
jt> hawever> merely as hearsay. 

^ A. respectable person assured me, that every 
month since the reign of Buonaparte, upon an 
Average, one hundred and twenty state prisoners 
were taken up and imprisoned. Of these, in (he. 
Tcmplei ten generally die in the mbnth by mil- 
(iUni death, suspected to be potsohedtj twelve by 
auicidcs; ten by tortures on the .ra6k } and. an 
equal number disappear, nobody knowing exaotty 
what becomes of them i thirty are usually trans- 
ported to the colonies, -fifteen shot,- and theie* 
mainder detsined until furthisr ord6rs,,w till tbeyi 
purchase their liberty. ;0f: these ^indiiMuaH' 
onc«eighth are calculateikto bifismaies^'ii r ' '^ i m 
'^ I was told, that underehejhaltof tbesebr<ir 
police office, are dug sevisra^ liNPgf ^ittlsy^eaHM 
, I)ei Oi^^ttf/lejrr thesotai«isimltoibi9^4ietlf^ 
of sevoril hundred fsfthoms.jifAisynpefioaneeiiil 
donined to be. secretly tVMDtift^ it' iiM)elill)^lnM 
the hall^ and placed over a trap«:do^r^"wUiob| bjft 
touching a spring, opens,: and .instantly pi^cik 
pitatcs the victim into eternity. The {iris«iM^ 
known to have suddenly c/(>app^^r^(^ijaj^e all sup- 
posed iQ hav^been swaUowied up^Mid4o hapro 
( ^ perished 
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perished by this atrocious .inventioa. A ball 
called the Chamber of Hell, was also talked of, 
but I was unable to collect any infonnatioa on 
this subject, upon which I could depend*. The 
declarations, received by several individuals now 
in this country^ who were inipeached in th« 
spring of 1804, as pretended conspirators with 
Pichegm and Morcau, supply thiis defect f. 

'^ At Paris the following {brmality was ob» 

served with a prisoner : ^ After being taken 

from his home by the spies of the police, ac» 

companied by the gens-d'armes d'Elite, be was 

carried to the office jof the seor^ police, wfaicb 

is sitting night and day. If any other piiaonor 

wa3 examined, or if it was intended to .inspire 

terror, the arrested person generally continued 

shut up, chained there, in whai is called La 

Chambre €P EnfeTy or the Chamber of Hell, ftir 

ibrty-et^t| and sometime, for ninety-six hours,. 

Tbts room is a. large hall, undev ground, whec^ 

no Kghi peneU*a(ea, payed, with, stones j and ia; 

the walls iir^ Urge iron.rings, to wl)icbthsebaiM 

of tbi; priscenfur^ with which his hands and bin 

fest ace> bound? are fastened, and bckedi with a, 

^ See La Police de Fouche devoil^e, &c. p; 27. 

f See Ihe asvoti|k>nay KhMvcli, ii>lrNi.^k 3^4 etaeq. 

padlbck. 
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padlock. He cannot move farther from tbe ring 
than six feet. This dark hall is large enoug^i 
to contain one hundred and fifty prisoners at tbe 
siame time. Light is only admitt(;d into this 
abode of misery when the jailers are bringing a 
new victhn to be chained^ as they then mostly 
carry a lantern in their hands. Nothing but 
sighs and lamentations are heard, apd no conso* 
lation can be given, is expected, or will be re« 
ceived, as, every where, the nearest person to 
an innocent suSerer may be a.moutQn, or prison 
spy, sent to obtain and betray con^^ence. Half 
a pound of bread ah^I S^^ pl^^^ pf, water zre 
allowecl each prisoner for .^yery imMjfrfo}^ 
hours. 

** When carried to his first interrogatory^ l^ 
does not leave the Chamber of Hell h,y the samp 
way that he entered it, but passes tii^rqugh ptb^ , 
large subterraneous rooms, where tbe ateocli 
strikes one of his senses, and blood-stained rags^. 
instruments of torture, and cofHus, anotj)er; 
for these rooms are so well lighted, that he cap 
see spots of blood, not only on the walls, but on 
the floor. 

^' Arrived before the secret police magistrate, 

who 
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who frequently i? the infamous Rea)^ or ihc fe- 
rocious Fouche, sometimes both ; he is told that 
his pretended cringes have long been known to the 
government^ he having been watched for months 
by the agents of the secret police ; of course all 
evasion or denial is of no other avail than to 
'expose himself to the rack, and certain death. 
If he persist in his declaration of innocence, he 
is carried back to the Chamber of Hell, and the 
turnkeys shew him, en passanty the instruments 
of torture, explain the manner of applying them, 
the terrible sufferings they produce, and finish by 
intimating that few persons have strength enough 
to survive their torments. 

'^ After being forty-eight hours niore in the 
Chamber of Hell, upon bread and water, be is 
carried to a second interrogatory, under a sup- 
position, no doubt, that want of nourishment has 
enervated the strength of his bodyj as well as an- 
guish reduced the vigour of his mind. 

" Jf he is not suspected of being a chief or a 
principal confidant of the pretended chief con- 
spirators, he is then, after having undergone the 
interrogatory, sent to the Temple, or some other 
prison, after signing made-up examinations^ 

which 
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^hicli if he refuses U} do^^ forty-eigbt hours 
jiore iti the Cliatnber of tldl (each bim to be 
CSS obaiinatc. 

** If he has been arrested by mistHkc, or -no 
ivldcnce is found against hiro^ be conliuues in 
)rison as long as it pleases the police^ . which 
cldi)ni opens the door of the gaols* if friends or 
elatioiTsdo not make pecuniary sacrificbsy which 
la^ been the case with those persons whb bftvv: 
iad the good fortune of escaping to England. 
If those arrested be related to suspected indivi* 
iuaist or supposed to possess. gre^tcaleqtSf. or 
knpwu hatred agait^st the Coniit^an fatnily^ ^doife 
3f poison usually removes ihem from the^piisoh 
to the grave. Of the (eight thousand threfe hun- 
irod persons imprisoped in the spring of 1804^ 
LK>t a fourth p^rt hayq again 'Qsadcz/tbeirappeaflr 
incc ia»sooiet;y; and thpiigh therpolicedgenly 
ify tliat they have demanded a vobi^ttry ba^ 
nishncnt ^o t,lu^ ,coloni,^>.:4bc bt^riid-pUcesitft 
Paris arc known to be inhabited by«teo9t. of 
tbcin, . ..« 

*^ It is wellkwown that Georges'- servant, Picol, 
before the criminal tribunal^ in the presence of 
the puUIiC) declared that hU confcssjon had been 
extorted i)y tortpres ; ,ai)d no one at Paris doubts 

that 
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that the virtuous Pich«gru feccived the reward 
of the great services be had done -his d^raded 
country, by death upon the rack. A gens-d'armes 
d'Elite, oF the name of JeanPierreaux, one of 
hiaexecutionersy is now raving mad, and shut up 
at Charenton, where he never ceases to exclaim — 
>I have miirder^d Pichegni, the most honest 
man in France !'. Before he was sent to Gharen- 
ton» he proclaimed this both on- the- Pont -neuf 
and in the Palais Royal. Roland, the friend fd 
Pichegru, lost the use of his right leg on the 
•rack-; 'but 'bis .discretion innot ,meutif>niiig' it 
4>efoiie:the tribunal sa«ed*his lifep whiebtaMidto 
(bethexasewith other prisoners. 

<* During all the interrogatories'^ tSeorges^ 
Fichegru, and Moreau, at 4he Hcretf6liceoflid^ 
-Buonaparte was with Murat, aiid his 'finvouiilt 
aid-du-camp Duroc, in an adjoiniiig cleae^ 
where he could bear what was godng on ; itti 
in a fit of rage against Pichegru, who 4oskt 
■every thing, and refused to sign (he interrogator 
ries, he ordered the instantaneous and atroeioai 
.murder of the General, who was more admirei 

r 

in France for his greatness of mind, when'^ 
rounded by Buonaparte's assassins, than fiir'lMl 
illustrious achievements, when leading on thoil 

victorioiii 
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victorious armies,' to whom France is indebted, 
not only for all her conquests, but for escaping, 
perhaps, subjection to the confederate powers in 

1794. 

^< Every person who has the. good fortune to 

be set at liberty, is, before hci obtains hisre* 
lease, obliged to sign a declaration, praising the " 
ientty, generosity, and At^fTUinilj^tof the' present ~ 
gorvemment, and of the persons empl^yi^d t>y it^ 
to which, and not to hh infween^e, he owes that - 
the doors of his prison have not been shot for ever 
upon him* He is informed tbat«this declaration 
is in the hands of the police, a mandat JCarrit^ *■ 
which will be made use of the iostanthis oonduct 
becomes suspected/* . "' 

Su6h are the iaithful extracts of se^rtftiworicft '' 
published in Fratiee, containing itn|li^ittt ac^ ' 
counts of the Rbyal Bbstilte, of RepubK^afi Gitofa^ « 
and Imperial State Prisons^ Fr6wAimik%^ht^* 
(carnt, that though cmflerinQ^ofej4j|i»taitl^^ 
despotism had ils gnols, humanity aindgeliN^dgfif^^'^ 
were blended with severity t while undct a re* 
publiian and*rmpef}al^ty'r4tmiti"a- fefiiAlemetit'bf 
cruelty excludes siir^onfipassion^' and makes a 
grave preferable to a gaol» .. :. 

Forejgftttfr m^ fcrhaytflhiiikoihipywwiibiaai ^ 

aJoB^ 
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alone are subject to these horrors. Let them 
then know, that the writer of this sketch has 
been confined in the Temple with people of all ' 
countries, subjects of all states. Even some Al- 
gcrine merchants, who bad claims for. corn sold 
to the French armies in Italy, were shut up there 
with him, and thought themselves fortunate, on 
signing an a6quittal9 to obtain a release. Buona- 
parte, Talleyrand, and Fouche, have often paid 
their private creditors as well as those of the state, 
in the same coin. 

Envy, malice, hatred, revenge, and oppression, 
constantly accompany the unbounded avarice and 
unlimited power of the revolutionary rulers, 
fiuonapartc and his accomplices stab with one 
hand, arid with the other seize plunder. They 
imprison to pillage, and murder to extenuate ' 
imprisonment or to conceal booty. Wealth 
oftcner than loyalty, is tlie sole crime of the ' 
arrested, condemned, transported, murdered, or ' 
executed*. » • > 

^ Sec a recent publiraeion of the 'Stifle of FrteDCi puUiidicd j 
by Mr. Philips, which mentions, p 74i that yijMt,. Georgef* j 
fervant, said to the Judges, on reproaching him .with his con*'' ' 
f radictory declaration, ** Will you "know th£TetS<m^' s^ pull- ^ 
in<^ up tlHf 9lccvr-9f . ttt:coat ^ <«: )«q|i tt di| Cfmi m$^tc^i\ai 

see 
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!uuv {\\cy twfttctl mc at ihc police, to extort a eonfcwion '.** 
;>thcr juljjoncr aUo tti'clftrcd ihut l^c hM been tortured. 
wf many oilirr wl^ncs^cs oi' HmmnpArtrV h«iharouai tyrnnny 
« not brcn reinovnl, hy cNplnnj; utulcr the loriurcsi or by 
hands of ofilcittl tt^j*n»lns ! 
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RE rOL Ul'IONAR Y FLATTERERS. 



AN able author has affirmed, " that de- 
based freemen were the worst of slaves/* May 
il not as justly be said, ''that the worst of free- 
men are debased slaves ?" 

What has been witnessed in revolutionary 
France within these last sixteen years, or since 
1789,. seems to confirm^ that certain people are 
by nature, more than by habit, intended to uear 
fetters; to cringe, to fawn, and to flatter; to 
dishonour the dignity of man ; and to disgrace 

i 

humanity as well as liberty. Even in their first 
moments of enthusiasm, the French did not 
evince, with the energy of revolted and released 
boiidsmen, that liberality, that generosity aod 
justice, without which enfranchised men are un- 
worthy of being freemen, and soon return to 

slavery. 
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slavery. They murdered, in cold blood, weak 
and unarmed old men and women, and bowed 
to the dictates of a Duke of Orleans, and a Mi- 
rabeau, with whose immorality and vices they 
were well acquainted. The colours of French 
liberty were dyed in the blood of innocence the 
first day they were erected ; and the friends of 
French liberty were only assassins when they had 
the audacity to call themselves patriots. 

In the same week that they butchered a Du 
Launais, a De Flesselles, a Berthicr, and some 
old maimed invalids,, they danced attendance 
round a Necker, a De La Fayette, a Mirabeau, 
and other vHe and guilty revolutionary jugglers, 
Necker they applauded as a modem Colbert; 
De La Fayette was hailed as the hero of the two 
worlds; and Mirabeau they saluted as a French 
Demosthenes. 'For every popular rebel they had 
an epithet, or somecomplimentary name of great 
men, at all times ready. Bailly was a French 
Livius ; Abbe Sieves, the Moses of liberty; the 
Bishop Talleyrand, tho Mahomet of the rights 
of man ; and the two brothers La Meth, the 
apostles of the revolutionary gospel. Even their 
unfortunate King they insulted with the imper- 
tinent appellation of a restorer of the liberty of 
the French. 

VOL. III. a In 
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In proportion as they advanced in anarchy and 
licentiousness, they became despicable and con- 
temptible by their disgusting flattery. The stu- 
pid traitor, Petion, was the virttious Petion. Vive 
Petion ! No Potion ! No nation ! was heard 
every where in July 1792. Brissot was the mo- 
dtest French Aristidcs, and the incorruptible Ro- 
bespierre a Cato of the eighteenth century. Du- 
mourier was an Achilles, Boumonvillean Ajax, 
Marat a Brutus, Collot d'llerbois a Publicola, 
fioland a Socrates, Manuel a Phocion, Condor- 
cet a Lycurgus, Hebcrt and Chaumette the bro- 
thers Gracchus, and Danton the French Joshua, 
carrying his countrj^men safe through the deserts 
and gulfs of equality to the promised ' land of li- 
berty and equality ♦. 

The heavier their yoke of bondage, the more 
tormented by crime, misery, and famine ; the 
more abject the French subjects^ now transform- 
ed into republican citizens, discovered them- 

* See the Preface of Les Aimalcs du Terrorisme, p. y^ 
'Phis base fury of the French to flattery, went <o fu as tochansc 
the names of streets, squares, villages, and towns. At Mar- 
seilles is a street, called, since the Revolution, me de NcelKTy 
Mirabeau, La Fayette, Petion, Marat, Robespierre, tndTkl- 
lien. When this last regicide lost his populaiit^y it was called 
rue Sans Nomme ; it is now rue Napoleone* Les Noavcllo k 
la Main, Messidor, year xii. No. 1^ p. 3. 
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selves. The more they were oppressed, plun- - 
dered, andmurdered^ the greater was their mean*- 
ness and depravity. At the death of Marat, 
when no honest man was safe, no criminal pu- 
nished; when property belonged to nobody^ and 
dread perplexed every body 5 when blasphemy 
and profligacy walked Imrefaced^ and hand ia 
hand, and honour and^ honesty, probity and in* 
dustry were immured in dungeons, or expired 
on the scaffold — the French republicans paid the 
following homage to the shade of this atrocious 
character: . , 

** The day after Marat's death, the whole <;it]r 
of Paris was in extreme agitation. Before the 
Convention had. commenced its sittings, the door 
of the hall was besieged by petitioners, who 
came from the sections to depiore the friend t^ 
the people^ and invoke vengeance on hisiassass^s* 
One of the petitioners expressed himself 10 tbepe 
words : < Representatives, the passage firofn life 
to death is hut a moment. Marat is no mor^ I . 
O crime ! the hand of a parricide has snatthed 
from 'US the most intrepid defender of the people* 
Marat is no morel He constantly sacrificed 
himself to public liberty,, and that, was bis of- 
fence. Our eyes still seek him in the midst 

a 2 of 
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of yoa. O dismal ^ight! he*is on the bed of 
death. Where art thou, David ? Thou didst 
preserve for posterity the image of Liepelletier 
dying for his country; thou hast now another 
subject to employ thy pencil. And you, legis^ 
lators, decree a law founded on the circumstance^ 
the most horrible torments arc insufficient to 
avenge the nation for so enormous a crime. An- 
nihilate for ever both villany and crimes .; instruct 
hireling assassins in the value of life ; and, in- 
stead of cutting them off in a moment, let the. 
dread of torture disarm those parricides who 
threaten the lives of the people's representatives.' 

*' No decree followed this sanguinary petition. 
The attention of the legislature was immediately 
engaged by Chabot, who related the circum- 
stances of Marat's death, and moved for a decree 
of accusation against Duperret and Fauchet, as 
accomplices with Charlotte Cordey, which being 
supported by the arguments of Couthon, was 
granted *. 

'^ The death of Marat was scarcely announced, 
when his partizans studied how to make his fu- 
neral as grand and interesting as possible. His 
house not being large enough to gratify the im- 

* Debates, Crimes dc Marat, p. 43. 

mense 
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nicnse concourse of people -whom curiosity had 
attracted^ irt was resolved to embahn bi» body^ 
and deposit it in tbe church of the Cordeliers. 
The whole building was adorned with national 
colours. In the middle of the nave was an ele- 
vated state bed, suriounded with Cyprus^ and 
bearing this inscription : * Marat^ ihe friend of 
the people, assassinated hj the enemies of the 
people. Foes to the count rt/, moderate your joy i 
he will find avengers.* The crowd who attended 
to contemplate his features, were however disap- 
pointed; he was entirely disfigured, and bis 
corpse was absolutely disgusting. 

^^ His funeral ceremony, which was performed 
by torch -light, was grand and solemn. Mpurn- 
ful music was heard at intervals, forming an ac- 
companiment to songs of woe, written for the 
occasion. All else was silence, save the speeches 
made at stated intervals by orators^ who came to 
pay the last tribute of respect to the friend of the 
people, and the occasional murmurs of the mob^ 
expressing regret at the loss of their friend. The 
Convention and the Constituted Authorities at- 
tended in costume, and the body was escorted by 
a large detachment of the National Guard. ^ Nu* 
merous groups of women, young girls, and chil- 

€13 \ drep. 
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dren, were placed at proper distances, to feign 
excessive grief 3 and nothing was omitted, that 
could convey the appearance of woe and re- 
gret. 

" The body was deposited in the cliurchyard 
of the Cordeliers. The evening of the ceremooy, 
a deputation of the chib of Cordeliers attended 
at the Municipality, to request leave to present a 
petition to the Convention, in order to obtain 
fur Marat the honours of the Pantheon ; but 
Chaumctte, though himself a Cordelier, opposed 
this proposition. He exclaimed, ' Let ci-devant 
nobles repose in those superb* temples; leave to 
them their sumptuous pantheons. To sans- 
culottes the temple of Nature belongs* I move^ 
that a stone, a rough stone, be placed on the 
tomb of Marat, with this single inscription: 
*' Here rests the friend of his cottntrijj assassi- 
nated by the enemies of his country.^' This plan 
was adopted, and the funeral ceremony concluded 
with a grand and affecting piece of music in ho- 
nour of the deceased. 

"On the 28th of July 1793, ^^^ Cordeliers 
thought proper to honour the heart of Marat 
with a separate ceremony. They sought in the 
Garde Meulle de la Couronne for the most pre*' 

ciotts 
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cious and exquisitely ornamented urn, in which 
they deposited iht heart of Marat. The day pre- 
ceding thia ceremony, Real (at present Bitona*- 
parte's privy counsellor), a member of the club, 
read an oration which he had prepared. It had 
for a motto, Cor Jesus ! Cor Marat I and 
began thus : ' Heart of Jcbus ! heart of Marat ! 
yc arc equally entitled to our homage/ The bias-' 
phemous orator proceeded to compare the life of 
our blessed Saviour with that of the friend of the 
people. Marat's apostles were the Jacobins and 
Cordeliers ; the publicans, the shop-keepers ; 
and the Pharisees, the aristocrats. ^ Jeans was a 
prophet,' said the orator; ^ Marat is a deity.* 
Continuing his eulogy, he compared Marat's 
concubine to the Virgin Mary; the one conceal* 
cd the infant Jesus in £lgypt ; the other saved the 
fiiend of the people from the sword of La Fay- 
ette. — ^This discourse was received with consi- 
derable applause. But another member, Duboia 
(at present Buonaparte's prefect of police), found 
cause for censure. ^ Wc must hear no more of 
this Jesus/ he said ; Mt is all nonsense. Repub- 
licans own no God but philosophy and liberty.* 
The speech was not declaimed, but the ceremony 
took plaee. T\\t urn, containing the heart, was 
hung up with great pomp in the dome of the hall 

a 4 of 
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of the Cordeliers. Robespierre^ and the princr- 
pal members of the Mountain, attended; the 
whole audience were decorated with red caps^ 
and every act denoted ejctravagance and enthu- 
siasm. Forty-eight feasts were given \n honour 
of him. On the t^\h November it was decreed 
that the bust of Mirabeau should be moved from 
the Pantheon^ to make room for Marat's ; and 
images of him were distributed ail over France. 
One of the sections of Paris assumed his name f 
wliich was also given to Havre de Grace ; to 
Port Dauphin, in Madagascar } and to the Isle of 
Bouen. His name w;is also applied to one of the 
companies of the revolutionary army, to a i^hip 
of the line, and assumed by many individuals in 
revoluiionary commiltees in various parts of the 
country. David (a member of iiuonaparte's Le- 
gion of Honour^ and now emplwcd in painting 
the coronation of this worthy successor of Ma- 
r<it) painted a picture on the subject of his death» 
and, in pronounciug hiseulogium, mentioned his 
acquaintance with Marat, as a consolation for 
having come into the world too late to be person* 
ally known to Cato, Aristides, Socrates^ and 
many other illustrious ancients *• 

* See the entertaii^ing and well-written Biographical. Me- 
moirs» by Adolphus, vol. ii. p. 55 el scq. from which the above. 
particulars a.e taken. Robc^JefTe 
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Robespierre placed the bust of Marat on the 
iltar o! the Supreme Beings and the National 
do. vention afterwards d ^^eed his canonization 
in the i^anthcon. At the beginning of the plays 
It all the theatres it was also the custom to intra* 
luce a bust of him^ to receive the applauses of the 
"iatriotic spectators. Even so late as 17961 were 
observed in corners of streets, under the niches 
;hat formerly contained the busts of s^mts. these 
NOX&% : ' Sancte Marat orapro nobis^/ 

Atheism in its ttmi was proclaimed, flattered, 
and idolized by the same great nation. A )>ro- 
jtitute, who had become the wife of a rcvoki- 
Lionary printer, Momoro, was adored as a God* 
dess of Keason, She was worshipped by the ye« 
prescutatives of the people^ as well as by the 
people at large. She was seated on altars highly 

• 

[k'corated, and perfumes were Inirned before her. 
IVoces.^ions of thousands accompanied^ addressed 
tiieir praycvs to her» and celebrated her deifica* 
tion. She was treated and feasted in fraternal* 
and sisterly banquets* While citizens of the 
male sex . prostrated themselves befofe l^r, fe- 
male citizens petitioned to be acceplecr as her 

^ In iT^/jy the author obterred this mfCTi|>cton retnamiBS in 
Mvcia! pUccs from wLich Mant't butt bad bccarcsioved. 

^5 ^ pncsiesfes,. 
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pricstesfies. One of these petitions is too curious 
not to find a place in this sketch. 

** Paris, November izth, 1793, '*♦ lecmdyear rfthe French 
Rrfmblic, one and indivisible^ 

^^ AMIABLE GODDESS, 

'* My father was broken on the wheel» my 
mother died under the gallows ; I was myself de- 
bauched bv a brother sans-culotte before I saw 
mv second lustre, and before twelve I was the 
mother of a child of many fathers, I am now 
fifteen, and possess, with the birth of a true sans- 
culotte, the sentiments of the purest sans-culot- 
tism. I knew of no God, nor heard of any god- 
dess, before the loth instant. You were the first 
of all human and divine beings I ever adored. 
I am a firm lover of liberty and equality, and 
therefore will never stoop to serve an equal 3 
but you, whose universal virtues merit the altars 
you occupy, whose beauty eclipses a Venus, and 
%hose talents would make a Minerva blush; 
who unite with the most brilliant qualities of a 
human being, the supernatural powers of a hea- 
venly goddess, accept me for one of your priest? 
esses. My life shall be employed to invoke you* 
I shall nutke up in zeal what I am defective in 

capacity. 
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capacity. I shnll ihen bu nii cxnnipic »f eJitica- 
tioti, aa I alrc.tcly am a moiicl orslHuiKli aaiil- 
culotlisni. 

" Ileallh, rc!<puct, and ndornlion, 

(SigncdJ *' Maroahitk Bosnard*." 

Cluilr, tfftft aii«,, N-. H. 

To pasi over in Bik-iicc all ilie oilier blas|ihc- 
niicB, imnioralilivs, or abBurdiiiem, iR'nped iipua 
a Danton, a Hcbcrt, a Chauniette, a fache, a 
Camiltc Desmoulln, and iheir iiiinierouB nccom* 
plicL'B, another ri'vuluticiiary idol, equally fa- 
mous, presents liiinseir, and claims an inraiiiotis 
notoriety. RobEspicrre ouUlid hU bis prcdecca- 
■org in premediutud urucliy, and the Frttich re- 
publicans, in llicir uli'cnngs to him, outdid all 
tbcir former vikiK'Sii ul adulation. 

Buonaparte's prcHcnl member of hit) Legion 
•f Honour) De la L:iiide, finding nothing upon 
earth worJA^ to I'tornizc Muxmiilian Rnbcspicrrc* 
CAQSacks the hf.iivcnH, where a new phnct prc- 

* Sec Ihc I'rcr-ict of Lrj Anniki du 1'«iT(iilitn«, p, ji. In 
(lie lU'VdIuiioiiiiiy I'luiaci'lii vol, i|l> w a curlDiw laittt of 

Bu'miiimcii-'i briiilici ink*. uilJ Km^hi 0/ l/u P'kiima K«i^lt,, 
M»'M, wliu ilc9iti;d I" ctiiiTii;o hln imme iMniiii (or lUiu u( 
IA..1U. 
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»ents Itself, and humblv claims, bv tlie divine 
name of Maximilian, to share his immertaUiyx 
David, another member of Buonaparte's Legioa 
of Honour, deifies even a Supreme Bemg, by be- 
stowing ou hmi the face of Robespierre.. One 
hundred and sixty six streets, ten .villages, and 
six towns, emulate in patriotism to be per- 
mitted to assume his great name. Within ten 
months four thousand and forty-four children 
were baptized Robespierre, and sixteen churches 
changed their former names to that of St. Maxi*- 
milian *. 

The members of tlie Committee of Pobiia 
Safety, many of whom are now Buonaparte's 
senatori, privy counsellors, &c. in their reports 
to the Convention, loaded him with the. mos^ 
exaggerated praises,' and the journaKsts extolled 
him above all heroes of antiquity. Wherever 
he went, he was surrounded by a crowd of ofS-* 
cious flatterers, who attended to every one of 
his motions^ and seemed, to place their whole 
happiness in his smile He received numerous 
addresses from the departments, in which ai) the 
modes Tnd expressions of adulation were ex-* 

^ Sec the Preface of Les Annaks du Terrorismey p. 3^. 

5 ibausted.. 
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Iiaustcd. lie was styled the glorious inoorrup- 
tiblc Robespierre, who protects the republic by. bit 
virtues and talents^ as with a shield ; who joins 
to the self-denial of a Spfirtan or Roman of early 
date' the cloqjiience of an^ Athenian. Even the 
tenderness and humanity of his disposition were 
praised ! One man cot^ratiUated himself on a 
personal resemblance to him ; and another^ at 
U)e distance of &tix hundred miles, declared be 
was hastening to Paris to feast his eyes with, a 
sight of him. He W4S compared, not by an m* 
dividual, but by w body (^ people ^ to the Messiah^ 
announced by the Supreme Being a» the reformer 
of all things ; and afterwards he wasWid toma^ 
nifcst himself, like the Almighty,, by miracles. 
Oa one occasioa a Te J9tf2^m was performed foe 
him, the burden of v/hich was Fhe MolHtspierre t 

■ 

Vive la Repuhlique ♦ / 

After the execution of this monster^ of his 
successors, Tallicn was baptized a Coriolaous — a 
Curtius ;. Barras a Scipio ; Kewbel a Solon ; 
La Rcvcilliere Lcpeaux a Fabius ; andCarnota 
Vauban — a Marlborough* J^ichegru also in \m 
turn was complimented as a Gustavus.Adolphu8) 

♦ Tench's Corrcs|)on(!t nee, p. ijj^ CurtoU'i Report of iho 
t^lh Nivwr, an nu yanwaiy 5, 1795). 

Jourdan 
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Jourdan as a Turenne, and Moreau as a Xeno* 
phon-^a Belleisle. But it is particularly with Na- 
, poleone Buonaparte that enthusiasm of servility 
and servile adulation has been carried to its ex- 
tremest height. Surpassing, with his hypocrisy 
and duplicity added to his ferocity, even Robe- 
spierre in enormities, his slaves also surpass those 
of that regicide tyrant in meanness and profana- 
tion. He has proclaimed himself as the father 
and protector of the western- family ; and the ex- 
ecrable Ex-Bishop Talleyrand has saluted him a 
providence of Europe. Degraded senators, car- 
dinals, bishops, legislators, prefects, and thewbble 
pack of revolutionary reptiles, have run a race of 
infamy round the blood-stained throne of the 
sanguinary usurper. Their disgusting addresses, 
their dastardly speeches, have often soiled even 
the pages of a Moniieur, and are too numerous^ 
too voluminous, even to admit of extracts. The 
following letter, however, though short, is a chef 
d'oeuvre of French republican baseness and flat- 
tery. 

" SIRE ! 

*' You are only my Sovereign, but I adore your 
Majesty as my God* I am only your Maje8ty*# 

aubject^ 
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ditbjcct, but I worship— I admire— I extol your , 
Majesty as my Creator^ as the creator of universal 
happiness, of universal liberty ; as the faithful 
representative upon earth of that Supreme Being 
ruling the heavens. Sire ! these expressions are 
disinterested^ dictated by the innermost feelinga 
of my heart. I have from your Majesty's boun- 
ty more than I desire — more than I deserve. I 
shall live and die contented, if I continue to be 
worthy of my Gracious Sovereign's good wilK To 
my last breath I have the honour to remainj, 

" SIRE, 

*^ Your Majesty's most submissive, most 
faithful and miost bumble subject^ 
(Signed) " Gary, Tribune^. 
^ *^ Paris, the 20th Prairial, year xii. 
June 10, 4804* 

If the virtues of Napoleone cloud the glory of - 
a Marat and Robespierre, the ndulators cff Ma* 
. dame Napoleone rival the adorers even of the 
Goddess of Reason* One writes thus : 

** MADAME, 

** In the composition of your Majesty's house- 

^ See Leg Nouvelles k la M&ii)» Thermidor^ year xii. Nn. i, 
p. 6. The tribune, Gary, was the fame month made a prefect 
of the department of Tarn. 

bold. 
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hold, condescend to remember a person who, 
from her infancy, applauded your Majesty as the 
model of your sex ; who, morning and night, 
has prayed to Providence to bestow on her some 
of your Majesty's many superfluous divine vir~ 
hie^. They are more than sufficient to ensure 
her respect and admiration here, and a paradise 
hereafter, 

" MADAME, 

" Your Majesty's most humble^ nK>st 
attaclied, most faithful subject and 
servant, 

(Signed) " Octave SEOua *. 
** Paris, the 24/A Prairial, ytar x'lU 

June 14/A, 1805.'' 

* l.esNouvclleskla Main, Thermidoi, year xH. No. 2, p. 4, 
Madame Octave Se^ur is at pre-ent one of Madame Buona- 
parte's maids of honour. Their revolutionary Majesties reicstd 
ii^ttery as libeiully as tbey severely punish truttu 
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MADAME TALLEYRAND. 



THOUGH humbled or reduced by the Re- 
volution, no lady in France^ of any pure or spoU 
less reputation, has hitherto degraded her native 
worth, to unite herself either with the atheist 
who denied his GUxl, or with the traitor wha 
deserted his King; with the, rebel wlu> made 
philosophy a cloak for pillage ; or with the r^i* 
cidc who, under the mask of patriotism^ stabbed' 
his King as well as his fellow-subjects. The 
wife of Napoleone Buonaparte was a knowii 
adulteress while married to the late Viscount de ' 
Bcauharuois, whose corpse was hardly cold, be* 
fore she exchanged adultery for prostitutiou, iti 
becoming mistress of the married regicide Bar*^ ' - 
ras, who, with the command of the airmy of 
Italy, delivered her aver to the Corsican ad- 
venturer as a worthy spouse. All Buonaparte's- 
sisters were courtezans, until the fortune that 
niade him a victorious general^ made tliem. 

honcsi 
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honest women^ if vice allied to crime can be 
called honesty. 

Who wtrc a Madame Roederer^ a Madame 
Fouchc^ a Madame Chaptal^ a Madame Genlis^ 
a Madame Necker^ a Madame Tallicn, a Ma- 
dame de Statly a Madame Roland, and most 
other Frenchwomen, whose husbands^ or who 
themselves, have figured in the French rebellion, 
but matrimonial, and, what was wor^e^ revolu- 
tionary intriguers; and often both the one and 
the other ? With Frenchwomen profligacy has 
always accompanied disafiection ; and the poli- 
tical female has frequently been the abandoned 
wife, the polluted sister^ or the perverse daugh- 
ter. 

Madame Grand, the present Madame Tal- 
leyrand, was born in a Danish settlement in the 
East Indies in i 764, andis one of>the most beau* 
tiful, but most debauched women of her age. 
With manners naturally easy, with passions na- 
turally warm, and with principles light, unset-^ 
tied, and unfixed, she unites something pleasing, 
something seemingly unaffected, unstudied, sim- 
ple, innocent, and unpremeditated ingenuous- 
ness. She has a tear or a blush always at her 
command, though her temper is even, and her 

^ nerves 
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iiL^rvcs not irritable. She embraces her husband 
with the same seeming candour the instant after 
she has left the arms of her gallant^ as if she. 
had during the whole time been dutifully study- 
ing how to promote his happiness^ or how to 
perform actions the most meritorious and the 
most honourable *. 

That Madame Talleyrand has no pretensions 
to gcniusy every body who has frequented her 
society knows ; and she avows acutely, and with 
ndivite herself, that she is a lelle-bite. But a 
long habit, perhaps from her infancy, has na* 
turalized to her an art to impose, a cunning to 
deceive, an hypocrisy to delude, or an adroitness 
to dupe, that surpasses the ability and expe- 
rience of the most crafty, of the most witty, of 
the most voluptuous female intriguer; of the 
vainest, most libertine female coquette t- 

It is pretended by some that Madame Talley- 
rand's first marriage was the consequence of in- 
terest, and not formed by inclination 5 whjle 
others assert, that her and Mh. Grand's afTection 
was reciprocal, and long preceded an union, 
which indiscretion, impnidence, and infidelity 

• Sec Lcs Nouvcllcs a la Main, Frimairc, an xl. No. X| p. 3. 
f Ibid. Germinal, an xi. No. 3, p. 2. 

on 
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on her part^ forced her indignant husband to 
dissolve *. 

!Madanie Grand had long been famous in the 
annals of gallantry in Asia, before her name ap- 
peared in the scandalous chronicle of Europe. 
Mr. F — , then a Member of the Supreme Coun- 
cil at Bengal, was convicted and^ lined by the 
tribunal of Calcmta, fifty thousand rupees^ for 
criminal conversation with this lady, having in- 
troduced himself, with the aid of a ladder, into 
her bed- room, where Mr. Grand surprised him, 
while a friend of his was kindly watching m-tfae 
garden. After judgment had been pronounced 
against Mr. F — , the good nature of Sir E. I—, 
one of the judges, increased the worth of Ma- 
dame Grand's virtue sixieen per cent, by order- 
ing the damages to be paid in Sicca rupees. 
This judge and Mr. F — are said to have been' 
invited by Talleyrand, during the last peace, to 
a dinner, where Madame Talleyrand did the ho- 
nours of the tabic, and her ci-devant husband, 
Mr. Grand, was one of the guests. ' It isdiffitult 
to carry connubial toleration and revolutionary 
politeness farther ! 

* See Les Nouvdles ix la Muin^ Brumaire^ an x. No. 4« p. 4. 

But, 
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But| notwithstanding the causeof her separa- 
lion from Mr. Grand, the train of life she led at 
Paris before hcremigration^ evinced that^ had sUe 
been ever so culpable, her late husband had not 
been ungenerous. licr retinue was numerous 
and splendid, her hotel furnished in the most 
fashionable style, and her expenses indicated 
wealth if not extravagance. But the society slie 
frequented, and the depraved gallants by whom 
she was surrounded, occasioned even the tpost 
indulgent to lament that corrliption and vice 
should stain so much beauty, debase so many 
charms, and cloud so much elegance "*• 

Before her arrival in England in the summer • 
of 1792^ Talleyrand had been in her company at . ' 
Paris, but if among her admirers there, he was . , 
never supposed to be among the successful ones } 
and in courting her in London, he was at first 
more in love with her fortune than with her per«| 
son ; or rather, by enjoying the one^ he hoped to^ 
be enabled to dispose of the other t» ;• . 

Concerning Madame TaUcyrund!s arrival in 
this country, the author has been favoured by , 



• See Los Nouvcllcs ^ U Maui, Nivosc, an xi. No. i, p, %. 
t IbiU. p. 3, , 

Lieutenant 
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Lieutenant Nath. Bdchier, of the Roval Narr* 
with the following interesting circumstances^ in- 
serted here in the very words of this gallant and 
loval officer *. 

^^ In August 1792, after the massacre of the 
ioth> Madame Grand (the present Madame Tal* 
leyrand), made her escape from France, after 
seeing her porter, a Swiss, murdered under her 
windows. In her flight she left every thing at 
the mercy of the republicans, and landed at Do- 
ver, with her maid, a few changes of linen, and 
not more than a dozen Louis d'ors in her [Mcket. 
It was in this place I became acquainted with 
the lady and her misfortunes, and that the na- 
tional seal had been fixed on her property, and 
placed at the disposal of the nation. 

<^ Madame Grand had been married to a Mr. 
Grand, an Englishman, in the Elast Indies, but 
from some serious disagreement, had parted 
without a divorce. It was, therefore, thought 
possible, that her claims as a British subject 
might be attended to, and the sealrtaken off. 
On this errand a Mr. 0*Dwyer and myself set 
off for Paris, invested with full powers by Ma* 

* See the Mcmciis of C. M. Talkjmidy ^» i. p. 350 ct aeq. 

dane 
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tlanif GraiiJ, at n liniL- when itrnngvrR of rvtry 
mtiini were leaving it as fasl aa pcwsibli:. Luckily 
for the otjject of our niiailon, the namo of aii 
Gngliiliiitun WB8 thtti a pasKporl of protection 
thi^)iigh Fnincp, niul my then situation in tht 
English n.ivy, thniij^h hut ihal nf ii inidshipmiui, 
I believe, was of icrvicc. Hdwever, aflLT tu>mt 
ttwil)lc, the scalg were removed front her hoiiBc, 
fwde Mlrabean, set lion de 3/ir«t«irt, from her 
cobinet, eitcrutoir, 8cc. he, nnit wt were dcHirnl 
to infurtn her, that nhe niijjhl n-lurii without 
being called to nccouiU for her flight. Thin win 
hot cMoui^h ; it watt not the inienlioii of Miidnme 
Grand tc reUirn, hut t" get a% many of her effects 
to Cnglani! UH pO)»ihle, and to reniaiii then.' iint'tt 
iWum might tuktu turn in hi-r favour; wcthcre- 
ft>re resolved, nt nny risk, and in the fare of n dc- 
crcr, denouncing, under peniilty of death, anjr 
pemoti ft)und trutisporting the current coin, or 
pldle, (Hit of the Uepnblic, abore the vahie of 
nna hundred Hvrei (^i.), to reveuo the whole of 
hef^mrtable property. On the t^lh of Septem- 
ber, ulic.iit seven o'cloi'k, we left Pari*, with her 
plate, monily gold, vidiicd at eighty ihotiiand 
livrM (3 joo/.) J jewels, at three hnndn-d tliduiand 
Itvrcs (i2,5oo/.J i hotdcttwothuuiandniiehtin- 
drcd 



5i>o THE FEMALE PLUTARCH- 

m 

dred Louis d'ors (2100/.) secured in belts about 
our persons ; and actions, or demands, on the 
Caisse d'£sconipte for two hundred thousand 
livres (8000/.) more, which I should suppose were 
of but little use. After much trouble, and con- 
stant danger of being discovered, we arrived on 
the 25th with the whole at Dover ; and delivered 
to Madame Grand the wreck of her fortune, re- 
fusing every pecuniary recompense whatever, she 
defraying our expenses only, which amounted to 
about sixty pounds. I can lay my hand on my 
heart, and say, that the part of this business I 
undertook, was from no other motive than that 
of rescuing a beautiful suffering royalist from dis- 
tress ; and though, at that time, not possessed of 
ten pounds in the world, I rejected every oflfer of 
reward, thinking that I had a sufficient one in 
the contemplation of what I had done. I was 
then about twenty-one years of age. 

*• Madame Grand honoured us with two other 
commissions equally dangerous. l*he first was 
to call on Madame Champion, then living con- 
cealed in Boulogne, at a hair-dresser's, rue de 
Capucifif to inquire if she had any commands for 
Paris. This lady gave us letters for her husband^ 
the ex-minister, then outlawed by the Conven- 

tioD^ 
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I 

tiorij with a price set upon his he*d. 1¥^ tMtcti 

him in his hiding-place, Aii^ recciyed papjjer tfft a ni 

htm for Madame ChampkHS Itiougb uMr 

strangers, I am proud to aay, he soifnied comJclMs 

>ve would not betray bim-^t was enough »tbit 

ufe were Englishmen. The second, which w^ 

had likewise the good fortune to aceomplisb^^^irthi 

*to assist the escape of Madame Grandma firtevkl^ 

Madame Villmain, from Abbeville. • We M* 

guised her in sailor's dothc^, and conducted her 

safe to England; but, I am sorry to say, this 

lady soon after returned to France, in hopes of 

sending thence assistancie to hef friends at Co«» 

blentz, but she was detected and guillotined.** • 

In the summer of 1798, the tiuthor Was j^ 
leased from prison in Fraiieo, where he had gone 
to claim his property, which had been sequestered 
^incc the war. He was Hh^rt often invited bjr 
Madame Grand to her rflla pear Montmorency, 
twelve miles fromParis. Here he r^idarly ttfet 
Talleyrand, and most of the foreign ambassadors 
to the laic court of Luxembouirgj and. as a cu- 
rious coincidence, intending to go to England, was 
asked by this lady, who had procured him a pass 
irom a neutral minister, to bring ov.er \viil\|iiin> 
on his return to France, those very jewels ffkd^ 
VOL. III. K , other 
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other fahialflcs that Licutcoant Bclduer had, 
vitb to mocb rak and dkinterest cdactt y savd 
ift 1792^ fapt wbkb were then dcpoiite^ m the 
Bank of Eo^aod* His voyage was prevented kf 
Anew imprisonment^ and, of c^rse, be qoM 
not oblige Madame CSrand, who then frequently 
4eelared, << 4bat the debauchee Talleyrand wss 
thelast person upon earth she should likc&ra 
husband." . 

After passing four years in England* Madsme 
Grand relumed to Paris under a fictitioiia/uiaie 
inserted in a neutral pass, the presentof^ fricndi 
a neutral ambassador to the court of St. James's; 
and she continued to reside incog$uto widi TaU 
leyrand until the spring of 1797. He Uioi pre* 
seated a petition to the Directoiy, in die name 
of Madame Grand^ in which she fnroved herself 
to have been born a Danish subject^ thoi^ 
married to an Elnglishman, whom skg deiesUi Jf» 
cause he had made her unhappy *« Tim pedtiou 
was referred to Citiaen Cocbon* the then mini- 
ster of police, whose approbation it oblmned. 
She could, therefore, without danger, show her- 
self at Paris and in the French RepuUicy but 

^ Nociee stir U Vie publique de CUofta TilTijiifl, *K 
P-43. 

fran 



MADAME TALL$¥igiND. its 

m pradencetbc nm9im4un4Ksr the ^roketicNi 
the Danish IlipMc, Ch^alacr DjfjKr, u 
i as Ae or Tatteynml wpft ^mimMi about 
n^iomiing ijlicii adukeiy ii|t» hpd prostita* 
ti, According to the hws df QMit Britain^ 
arhich she has not ceifad toibvc 90lfffi^, she 
stm the wife of Mr/OiM fi«Jk^^ she 
rer has been dHTorcecL 

In the summer of the s| 4»| w afj irfi||kTa]le]F* 
id, by his intrigae^ had aM^|teeded '^ fg^'' 
ting into the revdttfioiury jpjniatrjry M«dii|p^ 
ind was oflici^lly hailed as' ^s famurtte Smt 
la, and her house at. Moi|t||iofe6cy became 
t jetideayous df all 4^i^i}||)|^ diploiDa^o 
ttM, or directorial coartitQi;** )ii!^^ 
Dcasary to fats dei^^ wh^ ^W^ ^^"^ 
;:ted» whose,4hflueQ<|e luil^MQii^^^^dioaeas^ 
tance he courted. r . ., 

It is ipdeed diQ^ult to^ S||^^whft po^.iiidiy|Ct 
adame Grand ,46. ^t^$J V«?W^t V», W. 
imtation with a,nian^^,^|^90e^dq;Ka|ii^ ab^ 
4 been 4nforhied^* ,ffl4 f Hb ,Y1^os^l^l)eftiniyf|| 

e was not Qiiaoquaintftd^ fWbojoevf^riQ^ 
istrcss happy, but who often had declared hia 

eatetft satisfadtion *ilr&s to witness the ibisery'of 

R 2 ' *^* ' ' thbse 
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those feihales he had iruiHed *. . Some preluded 
tfiat it brigiihated in a feebtd. 'ifiind, that knew 
ind detesti?d tflth, but U^'anted courage to ezjiress 
ifsdf, and tiicre(()fe accepted a raithlcss man as a 
frieiid, and 'd^disl^grieeable one as a lover. Others, 
and those her 'apologists, in not denying her 
own want of etier^ artd her (ifisrike of Talley- 
rand, insinuate that gratitude feV hhving by' his 
means' recovered net seqiifestered propertyi si- 

• - 

Fenced Stl other feeling, and even changed' ttis- 

■ •■*■• " • ." ■ ■ ' ' 

gust into affection, ahd contempt ihtp cohlG* 

dencet* But her indiscreet frrends 'do noi'see', 
• ■ • • • 

thkt in degrading her understanding tTiey libd 
her heart. 'She Iliad always during her emWra- 
fion, property enOiigh even* to live in iitKienc^, 
Both from ^hit Lieiitenitit BetcKier/ wUh iucK 
hnnourabfe' disinteresredn£^s, and at so mucli 
risk, had saved for her, and from dn unftmitea 
credit sent her by A^r. Orahd from Switzerland} 
iAio, hiring of her 'flight to England, ^.hll'hot 
Knbwtn^her 'cTrcumstinces, torgot that 'heiiKa 
filcen ttijWr^ by her, ^ly i^Aienibenng that she 
Bore^his^^'e, And hiid dnce^tkleik worthy of his 

^ Us Tncrigucs de C. -M. TalleyraBd, p. 67.. 

f Lcs Noutelles i la Main, Florcalj an ■• No, 4, p. 4 and 5. 

love 
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love as well as of his esteem, and thai^ if she bac^ 
since been culpablei she then perbftpi wm uiw 
fortunate •. 

This was a conduct which might naturally be 
expected from a Briton^ because it is honourable 
to the man. lu what a diflerent manner hai 
the delicaie French citizen Talleyrand acted 1 
He has always openly, though not much to th^ 
credit either of 1^ mistress or of a wife^ declared^ 
that she was just the woman he wanted|. an4 
of the whole female army he had known and 
commanded, the person who best suited his pur<* 
poses : not having seme enough to delude \}\m 
by interfering in any political intrigues^ but habi^ 
enough to do sufficiently the honoura of bcf 
house. She was an inoflensive, pleasing com- 
panion at table, and beautiful as Venus herself, 
which was all that he looked forf. 

Whether he much trusted in her fidelity, nuy 
be concluded from the following anecdote* Ilia 
valct-de-chambre introduced to his acquaiptr 
ancci during his stay in Germany, the young 
daughter of a Protestant clerg^unan, y^bom be 
aoou debauched and carried away with him in 

**' I.cs Intriguci de C. M. THllcyrindi p. 7t* 
t Ibid, p. 74. 

R 3 the 
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the diiguise, first of a jcKkey^ and aftcrward8> as 
she grew taller, in that cff a private secretary. 

■ 

When Madame Grand came back to. Pari^ he 
made this girl assume the dress of her sex, and 
recommended her to his mistress as a chamber* 
maid, or rather as a governess; and she ha^ 
been obliged to submit to the rudeness as welt 
as to the awkwardness of this Abigail, wh6 
watched her words, reported her actions^ ih« 
spected her correspondence, and embroiled her 
with her lover, or pacified him, just as humour, 
anger, malice, or caprice dictated. This woman 
Talleyrand now calls the prefect of the female 
department in his house, and Madame Talley* 
rand is to this time more afraid of provoking ber 
than offending her husband^. 

Though Madame Talleyrand cannot boast of 
brilliancy of genius, she certainty does not want 
that social capacity, that good sense, and those 
light accomplishments, which good breeding and 
good company always confer. She conunits more 
blunders than errors. She often excites a laugh, 
hut never contempt ; but what is tnost curious^ 
Talleyrand is the first to entertain his gne^i at 

* Les NouTcUes k la Maia> ThefmidoTj an iL No^a. p*4» 5* 
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the expense of his wife. As a proof of her in* 
genuousness he often relates, that whetit in the 
autumn of 17979 theDirectory negotiated a loan, 
and Buonaparte gam England as secwrih/Jm ks 
acquit taij Madame Grand wrote to him^ express* 
ing her uneasiness on account of her jewels^ }4ati^' 
Sec. deposited in the Bank df England^ aodt 
begged him to inform Buonaparte <^ it* Id !#» 
turn she wad answered by him, <* That having- 
always her interest at heart tiiore than hit 'Owny 
he had obtained from the Directory a special" 
decree, which exempted her property in Enj^and^ 
from being included in Buonaparte's patrkMiei 
pledge, and that it therefore was safe*'^ Bf Ilia' 
advice she was ingentums enough to^eoininoiit^K 
cate her demand and his aimver to aeveralperxf 
sons, to the great amusement of the then^fiuihkmi^' 
able circles^and revolutionary wits*, " ; * ■ 

Before his marriage^ Talleyrand never M^aet*" 
ed, on the ninth day of every decade^ to vi^ 
Madame Grand, at MontmoiMey^ vAert ht fe« 
mained until the first of the Bttt decaide^ A* 
he was never fond of solitude, persons agreeable 
or entertaining, those he could dupe; or tkbs^ 

* Les Noavelles ^ la Mata, Thcrnddorf aa zL No. a« in tiie 
ftotc of p. 5. 
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he expected to aniiYse him, were informed a week* 
before by the hostess, that their presence would 
be acceptable. The choicest dishes were served^: 
the finest wines were drank, and ainuseinent& 
were nuuierouB as well as various. Plays and 
farces were represented by comedians from iho' 
capital, or by amateurs of the company,, who 
were chiefly good musicians, or amateura able ta 
treat their friends with excellent concerts. . At 
hanik of Rouge ei Noir, another of PharOj and % 
third of La Roulette or Birribi, lightened thcf 
pockets of those who found no pleasure in mom 
rational or less expensive amusem^nt^^;■ more in^ 
nocent games, for pledges or fines, often jatefi% 
vened. The grave ex-bishop, and the crafly 
minister, sometimes even JMmped about at' Sfo«^ 
dame Grand's favourite blindman's-bufiT, and 
frequently set the party in a roar by his tricks an 
much as by his clumsiaess. He was wi^y and 
cunning even when blindfolded *• . 

Although Buonaparte, before he sailed hr 
Egypt, had hinted to his dear nioitic, that ihn 
less she frequented this coterie the better.) ;tlif 
roulea:^ on the gaming-table, ai)d the delkiom 



* Sec Lc Voyagcnr SuissCj p. 35. . 
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juice of the grape in crystal decanters, were tqp 
tempting for a disconsolate, deserted wife, pot* 
to prefer them to the adpionitions of an absent 
husband. Most of the ladies of these parties at 
Mpntmorency, were either,, like Madame Gram), 
separated wives, living in opea adultery,, or, like 
Madame Buonaparte and Madame Tallien^ wives 
of many husbands. The manners, lapguag^^ 
and customs of fashionable revolutionary com* 
paoies, were so diflerent frotn these of the fashion^ 
^ble societies of all other countries, that 4 iaith-^ ^ 
ful and genuine description of them would every 
where be thought an exaggerated caricatur^w 
Buonaparte, since his usurpation, has certainly 
improved them; biit an attentive observer wUl 
soon distinguish the mixture of upstart val^s 
fraternizing with their former master8> wboin 
t^iey have ruined *. 

It has been calculated, that the gambling banks^ 
orgatiized by Talleyrand at Montmor^njiy, ixiore 
than paid him and MatdAme Gr2Lnd for the Ex- 
penses of the house and table. Any person whd^ 
had not the politeness to lose from twenty to fifty 
Louis u ors^ was seldom mvited a secQnd Ume.. 



k. . ./ ' 4.. 



* See Lc Voyagcur Suisse, p. 431 
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The bankerSt who were ruined emfgrt&U^ (km* 
cdj in 1800, these banksj tt ihc rale of twelve 
hundred Louis d'ors (laoof) per months and 
gained often double that sum. Talleyrand bouted 
to every body of thii act of geiferocify. One 
of these emigrants was a relation of hisj plunder- 
ed by the revolution of siity thousand livret 
(1500/.) per annum. 

Because the former Kings of France, Leuit 
XI I L Louis XIV. and Louis XV. made their 
ministers cardinals, Buonaparte proposed to Tal- 
leyrand, in 1802, to procure him the aame'dig- 
tkity. From motives best known to himself, he 
had however then determined to marry Madaine 
Grand ; whep, therefore, this . proposal was 
made, he cunningly answered^ that those caidi- 
nab were prline ministers; but that the great 
Henry IV. had no cardinal for a minislers boX a 
Jfifind in bis minister SuUy. The same day he 
obtained the usurper's permission to accept of the 
pure hand of Madame Grand, who shortly alter* 
wards became his wife. 

That there is always something roogh or low 
in Buoilaparte's way of expressing himsieU^ every 
fiOd^ vrhb has been unfortunate enqugjli lo be in 
Hi presence knows, as weU as that ht is capsUe 
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of using the moil dbuiavt i|i4 inddicttt 1^ 
guigs with the grcttct( indtSemcti: Iff fil^ 
frequeuUy nitket uie of Uitiit oiiUjr to b^ Amd 
in the mouth of the upstart soldier^ tnd proof ribtd 
by all good company. Madame Talltyrand nvfus 
coniplimeutcd by him cm her first introdnelMQ 
into the circle of Madame Buonaparte aftc^;th|jii 
lady was become a mock sovereignj in the' fol« 
lowing impertinent manner t ** J*$$pntgu^ JMiir* 
Atme Talleyrand /era wblhr Miai a we OwmMU*^ 
(Or, << I hope that Madame Titteyrandf will 
cause Madame Grand to be fbrgottenu*^) To 
this grenadier compliment the answered, pro* 
perly enough, though somewhat in confusion^ 
«< That she would always be prSlid to feDow the 
example of Madame Buonaparte.** If Madame 
Talleyrand hail been looked upon u a lady of 
partSi her answer might have been thought e 
witty one. 

It is suted that Talleyrand now albwa hts wife 
for her yearly expense six hundred thousand 
tivres (a5,ooo/.)> besides double that sum for 
his establishment in town, and four himdred 
thousand livres (i6,ooo/.) a year for hie eata* 
blishment in ihe country. But she at present 
imitates the conduct of bet huabaadt what 

r6 aiooiey 
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mon^ she does not lose tn gambting, she hoards 
up, and thosf persons who pro%'ide for her booie 
and table, for her dress andforherextravagance^ 
are left to shift for themselres ; but should they 
become too troublesome, their complaints arc 
forgot J or buried in the Temple, or removed io 
Cayenne*. 

* Ln Kouvelles k la Mam, Ventose, year xiiK Ko. 2> p. 6, 
It ii said iita note of the same pagCf that tho«e tradesiaem who 
refuse or dcdioe to deal with TUIeyrand or his wife, are as 
severely punished as those who, after giving credit, demand 
payment* 
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and their accomplices^ b8ve> under t^iAMlifl 

. sUape^ dtahonouftd aild fl^biiMl ibf ImmH^V^ ' 

Qiesy waa an «xpi>i«it,df ibe naoiff. of JiMfc|h 

Xiebon. Whilii Buompar^e waaj c^nnQfliMiiCt 

»4uuiDg, And stafafbtngir AtTaujpQy m4 /Kiw^fi 

, shooting axKldro^oi^miX^qiVli 411^ wIm^I^ 
., ^^e^ Leban . inurdar«i M(1 |gl»iiIoiMMfl4%iAnr4M 

hition, a friai* gf. tb^ f>fd«i;of Qir%lpvmtMjfif 

eibflHytd nwl toodMIMd^bii; ^k^i.,lf^imft^ ^ 
a member of tbe^^fo44Mal TQ»|il»ltMiffj^i)|y|Ji|ri 

;i4igi ^.d3inairi«Mo|:^^JRi|t|li^^ 
representative of tbe pe6ple to the department ' 
of th« NoMi and of tMe M de'^Mb^^'afitf Sxed^ 

• *pon Arrai for ^tKe "theatre "of IkiiT afrodWs. 
Hit first acts were to mstitiite a rtygili^lUUff 

y.jifK}'{ tribunalf 
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tiibuxuly and to (brce it to condemn some wa* 
men to death for not wearing the national 
cockade* To avoid all solicitations in favour of 
auspected or arrested persons, be had a paper 
posted upon his door, with these words : *' Those 
who enter here to demand any favours^ or the 
liberty of aristocrats, will quit my apartment 
only for a prison ;" and, in fact, ail thoae who 
presented any petitions^ were immediately im- 
prisoned. 

On the decade, or the republican holiday^ 
Lebon, accompanied by the executioner and re- 
volutionary judges, went to the place of exe- 
cution, where he had ordercl an orchestra to be 
placed by the side of the guillotine ; from which 
he thus addressed all young girls of the city and 
of the neighbourhood, whom he had put in re- 
quisition to be present : <* Young girls^ do not 
listen to what your mothers tell you ; follow the 
Toice of Nature i give yourselves up to the arms 
and caresses of your lovers */' 

By his perfidious siYggestiona U> deprafft 4ftn 

a See Prndho mm c^ Hifinife GfcMnJe, vidL vk pu y4^ ct 
ie^ and Let jLnaalcs da Teoensiiic, p. 505 tt se^ Wfom 
AcM twp works U€ caincttd tbe « AiiV renrrwiHXciaK '^ 



yottlny nmnbcfs of ybtHi^ cBiMMi ifttk fftiffligtm 

in the indit disgasting lidenttbuflMss MHt'dtft 

baud^ii^. 'Athti»M; aiid ihci' vtolirtibitio^M 

natural And micyral duties, wer^ «|>)[Jand^ aift 

encour^ged'by htm • «nt{'1fir'ttn#Wef*to! par^Mft 

'who dai^d to complain^ Witt^ al^ajri^ <<'ii&lll 

' jjrdiir tohgnes, or -the gunk5ti«N54AiaAiaiieitte ^t^mr 

arhtbc^acy. ' Yout" cbitriMl lire tftif |)tttrtoi|y 

true T^paMicaif», aiid^ilrM iMa^lotM^^ 

of thete yociiig iagaboiMfis became,' fbercl&r«y'ik> 

'aiidacioui, aH tod^dunce, and evcn«tsilni^ tht 

authors of their daj^. ' Some of them^fiiniie^ 

guard of kommr t^ iiebefbj and; already fiMtiiSfr 

with blood, oarriad Mtb t&tm amaftgailiotiiifi 

<«hh wikieh A^ b^tiJttdidiUrda^ digr^^citti^ airi 

'mii fcft amndfefilenf^' idl hoff of tlirjAnieAf 

?l>amien^, only llikMliC fiomi M^iup^mp:i% 

^Tegular correspondence %ith inoat«llbeil''ctaMhRt4» 

idid receired tteir dtoUt)»uat|9l]ik^l^^ 

dephivity. . ' •■.':'•;- ;o vv,': i^.,-' vr.Mr.w 

^' l^bon's/iaweN 

tyranny, eatetoded e t I ^ 

* often ascended tb< st j t ly^ 

ahd drew . bis aab i* a ^ 

He spoke to Ihie aa 



..-• 



^j6 TH£ FfiMALE fLWBj^q^. 

fewiy and entreating them to le^ve their phH4reQ 
■IQ themselves, to their natural .pas9>ons. One 
day he called out, *^ You have loiig eupugh^ 
brave tfaua-culottcs, dwell in cavc3 and iu gar- 
rets. It is for you that tlipsc is^rge houses,, that 
these beautiful hotels, are erectccj.' J have in 
my hands an expedient which aball sooa enah^ 
you to get possession of them ; J mean the hobf 
gutllotiiic." — <^Sani»-cu]ott€S," exclaimed heano* 
ti)er day, '< denounce bravely, that yo^i mj^j^ tbc 
sooner quit your misery. It is &r you that tl)e 
guillotine is so active. If I did not guillotine, 
you would be starved to death. Saps- culottes, 
you must take the place of the rich. Formerly 
they amused themselves all the day long* I^ ^.ijl 
hereafter be enough Cor you tQ labpurfcMno.^^ 
hours, and to divert yourselves \.\^c rjep^j^iniqg 
part of the day." — ** Stupid fo^l," ^^i^ ^e to a 
sans-culotie, '' you complain pf youi poyierfy-— 
have you no noblem.^n, ,no.rich. a^i^tocff^t^ ao 
wealthy banker or merchant, for yo^f 9f.^fit)* 
'Vutr ? Denounec theoa, ][ prppxijse yoi^i(tb^t |heir 
bouses and property sb^U in^wily h^ yovirs/' . 

One evening, on his arrived at t^e plf^yl^.QVfBff 
finding the ladies dul not rm ^ ^W\fi^V^ft^ 
him, he called out Drom fab ko^^ *^,&W9r9u}oUff ! 

do 
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do yon not 'See thajt:thie»e;&fla^e:4U^s^ccai^ wiio 
foraierly pposjj^ax&i tbem^^lvc^.Uel^re, l>f;iaQ«|^; 
do not dis4fr£|Qge tbep^sd^Y^libdYprt^^a^repre^cQU* 
auve of tweAty-fivQ loUIioQa pf « peof^Ie 2 To= prU, 
son with tbeiifi all tQ-oig))^^ 4ii^l, ji)*iBfO]7Q.u^ tP; 
thcguiljp^new^tb ths?i/A .. , ,. : ^. ';, . ^1. ... 

the. UMai^vfiJ^\^fy\l\tf^^ v;^^^S^^fe^ m^ky^ 
j^rents^.t^bo iy^r«.43ch, jipdj 3i^«^ WibfWi 
;. :Whe^, bright brfore tobf«i b^ftfrifH 
bim i|i'.(h^iia :word» tV- X^^t.uAAtf: if 
yoi«r.«^8ua Christ, will ^av^yciy from M)ej;iui31iii)D 
tia^i" an(^ timing Wi^}ir4l ih^ U^mblini^jmOfi 
ther.witi^ ^ pietdl pointed fechberb^^^bciliiiv 
^ Speikkf f 01^ ; I will: bjow/ out iK^ur itoltttai!) 
She coDtjQnled bers^f jn^^b Mming'bflf r-r^gMrdit 
loward b^ven. *^ Ye«,c y:«^*' CQiMtoiiQAv iMi 
^^ all ari6tGK:r^ti| 91^ faQ«/t]Qft:«xjteAt Mhei)Oiim 
froaa above; hv^x d-r^n n^.if Ib^. Jih4lta>l» ik| 
disappointed.^' TIN ^^^t da)( bt^.^diUci ifc It- M 
annpuiKed by ib^ ^baaling of .doupiAvtZHldtito 
sound of trumpotSj tIvK>i.b9^re^xi|idoigW>* lU4* 
Oiniily «ho^Id pf riMl^; aifd fycf wn^q, a)l gyS^ 

evening. 
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It \rcrc endless and diagnstingto relate all the 
atrocities of this patriotic regeneratoFy who within 
seven months murdered^ or caused to be mor- 
dered, in 17945 at Arras and Cambrai^ upwards 
of two thousand persons of both sexes; who 
crowded the prisons with six times that number^ 
and who besides removed by his phmdety or dis- 
persed by his terror, fifty thousand families*. 
May the reading of these abominations teach 
Britons what they have to expect from French 
fraternity, should disunion, indifference, disaf* 
fection, or want of energy, ever permit revblu- 
tionary Frenchmen to pollute this happy land 
with their cursed presence ! It is true, that after 
the death of Robespierre, Lebon was tried, and 
in his turn guillotined ; but did his punishment 
restore virtue and innocence to life, property to 
the plundered, and to France her former hap- 
piness ? Has she not, ever since she oeased to be 
loyal and dutiful, been combating for the choice 
of her tyrants only ? Does «he enjoy more li* 
berty under a Buonaparte than under a Robe* 
spierre } Are not the life and property of every 
Fkreochman itiil as sniidi at the disposed of a 

Baosiapite 



AGNES BARBE 6ERAR1>. 3^9 

• • • 

Buonaparte as they wete'of ai ' Rubf s^ierre ? 
Slavery and misery 4Ve alWays the iDsepai^lift 
companions of' rebellion ^, 

In the summer of i8oi|tl!)e writer t>f this was/ 
one fine afternoodj walking in {He Lu[xet)riboui]g 
garden at Paris^ a place less resbrted tfo' by 4:be 
gidd^ and gay> by thfe cbxi'diitrt^^itid c6qu<jtt(f^ 
iChM the f huilleries* aha t!he Palais^ ifeyti^ Ml 
Aere are often fbvind^' meditiiting in vMuiitM 
Bilence^ thos^ victimsof tfae revolntion/ wbd Hwti 
to lament the loss of fortune, of friends/ahd ofVt^ 
. latives. Observing some young girlb dressed nearly 
Sn the same manner^ tdtmg it Wdk iH'ibt gfiitid 
iidiey^ under the care of an eldilHy Mf,'ht4n!ni 
lip lb her/ and ^uirrl^ SrVethc^ A^-'jf^ 
persons belonged to ioWe puUtb' i^MV^iii 
with that polite and adiible ^ondeiiMiliSibn wli&ch 
distinguishes all weH-blvd ^ikti/Si%'1HMimf 
was answered, that iheyMWitii'^iSa^^ 
dumb, under the carfe bf" tbe/li/^UiAikWe^i^^^ 
Sibcard, who Hm employed' nit' tiftd^^ ^^^i'^^^ 
to alleviate the pains of aufienb^buti^^.^'';''^ 

' > Lelkm wit gamouneci en' ^ <jdi'0«HoMr' 't>^S> ' ifU Mk 
defiMoe hi the M^ii^ofl7^5« ^Mi aMi aiut^d^ MM 
la OMiMnto Btafapaiqae,>«t tt. p. |7t. 
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When^ as an apology for Jbis intcuaion^ he iu*^ 
fornied her that he was a strapger^ and a Briush 
subject, not guided by curioaity alonej the good 
old woman, upon hearing his name, burst, into 
tears, saying, ^* Sir> I was a pun ip.the vejry s^ra^ 
English convent where your pnfpctnn^te sii^ter^ 
so cruelly mur^re4 at Qp^ng^, wa^? educ«^tfil| 
tWQ priests^ my brothep,,\v^re.gv\i^lptijiefI tl^^ 
fftnae day with her.'* Rcad)$|> parc^oj^. i£^.;t^ 
style qf the author is son^etimeftrj^bi^r paj^sioc^te;^ 
Aq only sister assassinated under tw^ty^ Is.hq^ 
the sole de^r and irrep$irable |qs($ he 1^ tp. d^t 
plore, Mpumfpl rem^nabrapce, th^refof^^ <^fta) 
banishes calmness, excli^des tran^piUjty as lyell 
i^s happiness; but he never exp.resjst? a ^ntiipeQ^ 
be does not feel tp the bpttpqii of hi^ h|^art^ 

It is nnnece&sary to explain that reciprocaj 
misfortunes^ reciprocal sufTeripgs^ and rec^ipiK^c.^) 
compassiop, nearly. transformed aqqi^aintance intf; 
confidence. In the ipiddlc of tl^e Luxeint^ouiv 
garden is a cofree--l)ovisej where tj^e old nun perj 
mitted him to tre^t her pupils with sppfie 1^07 
nade and biscuits. They amounted in the whole 
1,0 fifty -two; but, ani/^ng tbeip, ^fc^l^i^^ Wgre 
/dies^ed in « diflfeireut fP^nf^r, .A8^$ mAtIP-^ 

« . ;* ?i 3 
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fjlshrondble. These he \yas told were pdnsion* 
'tiTrciy 6r boardtl^s, f(>r whose boiird^ lodging, and 
inBfKttfion, their t)archli9| or friciida, paid the 
ihcidcratc Sinn of *ix hundred livrcs (25/.). Twp 

I 

of these boarders were exlrenlelv handsome, and 
possessed the most interesiing countcnancei* 
Tlie (MIC, about sixteen, was born at Grenoble, 
in Dauphiny ; where, nine years before, at the 
sight of her father and brother's execufion, she 
frotii fright Audderily lost licr voice and bearing ) 
the ()(her, Agnes Barhe Gerard, jiged nineteen j 
had on witnessing, nine years before (in May 
1794), the murder of her grand-parci^tSj her 
t)irentri, and two .sistersi at Arras, been fr6m 
terror struck dumb, and almost deaf, though at 
ihfervats she recovered her hearing, and could 
Apeak some few words. 

Of lier. calamity the nun gave me the fellow-* 
ing account. All Mademoiselle i^gnes's f^niil^ 
being religiously inclined, were shoclicd.at th^ 
cxccsscs'lhat infidels and athcistanad perpetratca 
against the faithrul worshippers of Christ. Tboy 
were, therefore, noted and stigmatized by the 
impious, Hiiitious, and rebellious, as fanatics. 
Such WW ;-iowevcr, their 1;cner69ity, prudence, 

and 
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iMfiy tnd entr«atiag them -to k^ve^t^W.f ^'lUi^ 

4^ theipselve«| to their aatui:«l.|}a«ff)<fQs. ^jOpe 

ii$y be called out| ^^ You have loi^ ftiyji^gt^^ 

brave ttaus^culo^tcsy dwelt in: cay^ ;a^ ,\^ garr 

rets. It is. for yoii^th^t tlios^ ]fi|rge houses,, tha^t 

these beautiful hotels^ are erei^tcc}.' J haye i;i 

my hands an expedient whicji fball soox^ en^dxLe 

you to get possession of thf n^ ',/} nieaa ^he iiofj/ 

gutllotiYie." — " Ssn#-c^Jlottcs^*' e^cla|piij^hefuu)* 

iher dav) '^ denounce bravely^ (hat yop iq^ tji^ 

sooaer quit your misery. It is &)r'.yQ|i. that t^ 

.giiiilotiae is so active. If I did Pfit .guillptinej 

.you would be starved jU> d^atb- Sm^rfi^ot^y 

.you. must take the place of the cich. ^or^j^r^y 

i>tbey amgsed themsflhres all Uie.d^y Wpgk"I|fM^I 

: liere«ftcr be enough for you tQ laUmr fflpif^^ 

j,hours, and to diMprt yourselves ^jl^p ^^f^ftl^ViS 

part of the day/'— <« Stupid fopl/' ,^ t(e ,to ^ 

Mos-culptte^ " yoM coRipUifi pf yfi^f p9)iierftf-?p- 

baye you no noblemtnj.^nQ.fic^. a^i^to^ff&t^ ^ 

wealthy banker or merchant, for yoyf vOfM^* 

>%Qur ? Dcnotfufre them».'{ pr9m^^y^i)b^.j|^eir 

bouses and property sbaU i/)4t|^Uy ]^. YWVh-\ : 

One evening, on his af riv^l M tfe^;pl«yl?ffliWf 

finding the ladies dul Dot p^ Xp: cm^pjiyvifft 

.Lim, biecaUedoujt£poxn>biifcQ«^ ^.^WM^U^V^^ 

do 
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•Uunch republican Lebon happened to hear this 
iritlocratical voice. A domiciliary visit was im« 
Mediately ordered, and the criminal of high trea- 
ipn agajntfl liberty and equality was soou disco* 

■ 

vefcd. 

That the owners of the bird were arrested, ia 
BOt surprising to any body acquainted with the 
spirit of revolutionary times, but that the de^ 
siructive fury of regicide revolutionists should 
txtend its ravages to every individual of the same 
street, as accomplices of this great revolutionary 
crime, would hardly be credited, were it not au* 
t)itnticated by the very trial and execution of these 
uufcMTtunate people. In their number were in* 
eluded the whole of Agiv^s's family^ with their 
servants. . She would herself, thd^b % ^;l|iUf 
have shared their ^te, had nol the momeolary 
derangement of ber intellects occasioned jbcr M 
lie itransferred te an hospital. , The worthy rt» 
jpreeeiUative of the Cfreai Skiimi^ Leboi^^ lia^ 
however, the barbarity lo fpree her ta be fffMiok 
at the ^dicial murder of aH those who were 4e|t 
and united to her by ties of coBfU^nguiot^ $nt 
nature. 

This act of savage fcioclty h«l n most wonder* 

fill 
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fiil effect upon Agnes. She suddenly recovered 
her senses, but lost her voice. She doubly fdt 
her grief and her misery, because she was unable 
to express it. She was wretched beyond descrip- 
lion, but had not power either to demand or to 
receive consolation. 

While the gocid old nun was relating these 
horrid particulars, poor Agnes listened with great 
r.ttcntion. She seemed in a convulsive agitation, 
and with much difficulty, and with a stammer- 
ing, a faltering voice, hastily, or rather abruptly 
exclaimed : •* Yes, Sir — ^yes— yes, Sir, those 
abotiiinations are too true/* A flood of tears 
accompanied this effort; and as all her com- 
panions had their eyes fixed on her, a kind of 
reciprocal tender sympathy seised them all. 
They sobbed, groaned, and cried so loud as 
to excite the attention of all the passengers ; 
and the writer of this, from fear of any bad 
consequences, "Was mtder the necesstty of making 
ti 'quick retreat. Though in time of peace^ and 
ifatitigh a British subject, he had reason to be 
jkppr^ensivexyf mother visit to the Temple, well 
convinced that neither Buonaparte, nor Talle}'* 
Find, ixior Fouch6, woi^Id pardon sentiments of 
.•**' loyalty 
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» ■ . • 

loyalty which sufferings could not alter^ or «b* 
horrence of rebellion^ which the prosperity of 
crime increased ^« 

* The anecdote of the parrot is related it full length in Xet 
Annales du Tcrroriflme, p. 515, where ll if iCated that the per* 
ions who perished in consequence of this bird calling out Fhi 
It Boit amounted to one hundred and sbRjy of whom ninetyW 
six were women or girls. 
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BESIDEIS what friends^ sectaries, admirers, 
gallants, and accomplices, have published in fa- 
vour of Madame Roland, her oum memoirs give 
both contemporarits and an impartial posterity, 
more information than can either be useful or 
interesting, concerning a relatively insignificant 
woman^ whom the just and loyal of all times 
will reprobate for her immorality, perfidy, am- 
bition, plots, and intrigues. Most of those, 
however, who in foreign countries have written 
on the subject of the French Revolution, and 
who have mentioned this revolutionary heroine, 
instead of being historians or biographers, have 
become her panegyrists, extenuated when they 
should have exposed her infamy, and deplored 
her untimely end, without remarking that it was 
well merited, brought on by herself, and a na- 
tural consequence of her foolish and impertinent 
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vanity to figure at the head, or with the cfajitfii^Qf » 
treacherous faction* The agreeable meaguKtaf ist»^ 
lind the unfortunate suSerefi have been ddiaealad 
hy hundreds. The faithless aabjieely a«d tb^ vom* 
lignant conspirator^ remam Mill to- be drawn« 

Marle^Jeanne Pbilipon was JM^^ 4^<'P^iA'M» 
the 7th of March 1754, Her &ljber^lMi»eifeenr»* 
graver of some respectability;, and, nceordiog^to 
her own account, her mother was a woosaiiiof 
great prudence and exquisite seniuhtUty. Boi|l^ 
with genius, her ectucation, though iodiSerent^ 
and analogous ta the profession and iiicue&ic^ o{. 
her father, in life, was not entirely |i||^t.e4« 
6he evinced an eariy iacltnatioA fQaUMBittire aoA- 
gallantry. Before ahe was fifteen she had* loMnr^ . 
and before a-xteen she was aa author. , •- : . . 

■ 

A lively imaginaHoa and M Mdm( -jbtfUttii 
which stood in need .of occiipttiois asuL |UMN* 
rishment,. ga^e to her efaaradec and tk»:bef idm^ 
a singular turti, even< when jroaig^ and insl}^^. 
intaher mind a kind #f j)ihiloii|h3ft^ wh»chr40Wf»iy 
times made her support; witfa pariim<» Ihtt thsinge 
of those pleasures and enja^mmiiits .whicH her 
birth and fortune: ne&sed her^ It is \Ktf pMH 
bable that, placed ift; a more, elevistediqrftefei* and 
in a more brilliant career, she would' bafre beea 

8 a contented 
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contented with heing considered a pleasing and 
witty woman ; but dissatisfied uith the narrow 
circle assigned her by Providence, and envious of 
the rank and weahh to which «he could not pre- 
tend, she determined^ if possible, to humble the 
nalted andl to beggar the rich, and to force those 
t<( descend to a level with Jier, whose height she 
was un^le to attain* 

If she is to be believed, the fame of her 
chorms and of her acquirements attracted a 
whole host of suitors to the house. of her fa- 
ther ; and with two of them, matrimonial nego- 
tiations were carried to a great length. These 
were Gardanne, a physician, and La Blaricherie, 
a ^vant. How the match with the former was 
broken oiT, she does not relate ; but the latter 
was rgected by her father, on account of his po- 
verty^ and finally dismissed by herselfi when she 
found that he was so general an admirer of wo- 
men, as to be known by the appellation of the 
lover of eleven thousand virgins^ Neither of 
these admirers made any impression on bet tender 
heart. Her liking for the savant was slight and 
superficial ; and to the physician she used to saj^^ 
that her fancy never could figure such a thing 4is 
love in a peruke. 

She 
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She lost her mother when shu hiicl alUiticd her 
, twentieth year; aud her (allicr, who foLinJ but 
little entertainment iu the society uf a ilaiigHtcr 
BO learned, ami with so many prvteiigion?, became 
(lissipaled, kept his mistress, iiegl^cttiLl his busi- 
ness, and sqiunUerctl his forluRe. 

Some ytnts after her mother'^ death, a Made* 
moisclle Cjnnct, with whom she had been ac- 
quainted tluring Iier temporary retreats in a con- 
vent, introduced her to M. Holand de la Plattere, 
another savant, who travulted at the cxpenM of 
government fur the improvement of the Frencb 
m^ufacturcs, and who then held the plaee of 
inspector of manufactures at Amiens. An old 
bachelor near fifty, he wanted a wife; and the 
society of Mademoiselle I'hilipon inspired him 
with BO much confidence and attachment, tbatj 
in setting out for Italy, he Urst deposited wilb 
her all his manuscripts concerning his former 
travels, and afterwards, on his return, demanded 
her in marriage from her father, who prudently 
rejected the proposal of a man of fifty to marry 
his daughter, wiio was not yet twenty-five. 
Mademuisi-'llc Philipon, bowcvur, longed for • 
husband a^ much as Roland did for a wife ; and 
her notio(is of filial duty did not prevent bcr 
S3 ^om 



)m J* 
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from concluding a match declined by/aod dis- 
agreeable to^ her father. She revplled, thenc- 
fore, against the parental authority ; and as an 
jundutiful child never can remain a loyal subject, 
her future cotiduct can surprise nobody who has 
studied the human hearty and observed how 
easily a domestic rebel Is transformed into a poli- 
tical conspirator. 

Ahhough Madame Roland brought her bus* 
liandfiodowry, by her attendance in ante^cham- 
4iers«f minister?) and by her visits to their 8e> 
icfetaries and clerks, she procured for him the 
fylaoe of an inspector of manufactures at Ly« 
oos; an office more profitable than tbat «f 
the same description which he bad occupied at 
Amiens. 

Tecmkig with ambition sikI envy, and iinfet- 
tered by religion and loyalty^ Madame Holand 
hailed the French rebdlion with enthusnsm; 
and as her husband was . more her slai^ than 
bcr partner, what had her approbation, never 
met with any objection from him. By her in- 
trigues he was, in 1789, elected a municipal of- 
ficer at Lyons, and by her direction he insti« 
tuted, in 1790, a Jacobin Club in the same city, 
no doubt as an indemnity for the loss of tran- 
quillity 
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quillity niKl prottperity. The eanic year, hia«if^ 
tice bi.'ri)g sHpprcNSMl by itic Nalion») AMnnblyf 
he npnircd uilh hia wtfc to the capkal, wherc^ 
by hc-r wriling sutnc patriotic arlicles tijr Con- 
tlorci't's paper. La Cfuvnujite dc Paris, and for 
Brisgol'e juurnal, Lv Patriot Ihait^ots, lie becnnc 
coiiiKClctl witk those lu'c rt^volutioiitsts, wb« 
ilicn, with tbcir a99ocio^«e, brgbn to visit hi* 
liiTtnblt dwelling in a tit if ll ((lory, wbaretVfTJ 
ihing iutiicated intditxriiy, if «ot w*nt, of for* 
ttiii<:, KTrd (hat lt>c twit ami ttoitMt> were Titih ^ 
iKirti-ing but putriotistn ■ma\ phUosophj/. 

During th« winter of 17$), Madame Ilokad'i 
tiabitation bccumt- thectmf nsort of the Smaot, 
or wtiut was the ssmc, the repvibtican faction, of 
wliich not one of the •memhen was a man of any 
projMTty. They rcgtilariy assembled ihree or 
four evmiiigs in the week. In the wtiole «0UTM 
of iht; t'rcnch Revolution, pikril«( hai-e been 
formed and cniKHted by women. Madanit 
Necker, Madiiine dc SlacI, Madame d« Gcntis, 
Madame dc Hcauvois, Miidaine de La Fayette, 
with a vast train of aubordinate females, had 
bctn oracles (\nd centres i)f revolutionary jim- 
toes ; and Madame Roland aspired .tiao to Um 
same character. By bcr arrangement with Bri«> 
S4 wt, 
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60t^ she thus became informed of the progress of 
a rebellion, with which, from her past plots and 
future views^ both her safety and interest were 
deeply connected. ** I knew,'^ says she, "the 
part which became my sex^ and never went be- 
yond it. I took no share in the debates which 
passed in my presence. . Sitting at a table with- 
out the circle, I employed myself iivithixiy needle, 
or in writing letters ; y^t, if I dispatched ten 
epistles, which }yas 3ometimQs.the case, I lost 
jaol a syllable of what .was pausing, ^nd mfire than 
once bit my lips to restrain my impatience.. tQ 
^peak' ! What struck me mo^l^.aud ^^tresf^d me 
exceedingly, was that sort of* light and frivolous 
chit-chat, in which men of .$ense waste two or 
three hours without coming to any conclusion. 
Taking things in detail, you woujd have beard' 
excellent principles maintained, and soaie^good 
plans proposed ; Lut, on summing up the.wbo||^> 
there appeared to be no path, marked out, no 
tixed result, nor determinate point, towards which 
the views of every individual should be directed. 
Sometimes, for very vex^atiop, J could hav^Z'oxf^ 
the ears of these philosophers^ whom. I daily 
learned to esteem more for the honesty of tjieic 
hearts, and the purity of their intentions. JS*- 

cellent 
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cellenl resinncrs all, and all philosopher!, aqd 
learned theoretical poliiiciunR, but totally igno- 
rant of the art of managing mankind^ and coniie- 
quenlly of twaying an aiRembly, their wit and 
learning were too generally lavinhcd to no pur* 
pose." !Miulainc Huland forgets to mention a 
fact, afterwards avowed by Ilriasot himiclf, ttuU 
in her aparlmcnti! were compoitcd thotc dcclama* 
tiona and writings, in which the persons of Louii 
XVI. and Marie Antoinellc, and Uw guvcrnmcot 
of the Kin^of France, and every other monarch, 
were viliHctl by wantonabuic, or rendered udioua 
by unsparing calumny. 

All the Aonei^rcpublicaos and purt philoso- 
phers wccc also vinal as well as poor; ready to 
be bought, hut unused to be bid fur; raiung 
systems foi'ihe purpose of gaining impurtanccj 
and disposed tu sell themselvci, iheir projects, 
and associates, to the first w)io would offer an 
adequate gratiljcalion. Many of them hadconv 
tnenred their political career .is spies of the por 
lice, a* literary adventurers, or peniionrd ad> 
bercnts of ihc Duke of Orleans. Some (Quilted 
bis party, because his patronage was previonsty 
occupied by uiliers, and their services ncg1ecte<>; 
and some formed a new connexion, that, by w- 
15 ^oiring 
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quiring power conjanctively, they might «Uher 
use or dispose of ii to the greater -advtatoge. 

The head of this party, Brt380t> had been 
tossed on the sea of speculation, frequently reduced 
to want, sometimes to meanness, atKl^even to 
crimes. Among other infamous courses of Ufe 
imputed to this French regenerator, it was proved 
by his adversaries, that he had been a pickpocket, 
which was so generally known, that, in France, 
Brissoter was used as a term of synotiimoufi im- 
port with pilfer *. Ever disposed to utter senti- 
ments on the spur of the motpent, he was fre- 
quently under tlie necessity of contradicting 
himself. The love of innovation, more than any 
fixed principle, guided him in politics. At one 
time he was an admirer of the British consti- 
tution, at another of American republicanism ; 
sometimes desirous to depose the King, to make 
the Duke of Orleans a regent under the minority 
of the Dauphin ; and then again wishing to place 
the crown on the head of his patron, to the ez- 

* See Brissot*s Life and Character, in the ezc^llefit Memoirs 
\if Adolphus. In i79i> a caricature repnwkUii. Brinet at 
ftam with httkami'm thepocket of a neichboor. Umkr it wat 
urittcn: ^* BritiotpiiuingonUsf^kma*' So notorioiu wat t|ien 
bis character. 

4 duiion 



MADAME ROLAKD. jgj 

clwsitm of the Blher brairchrs «f \\it BouriMm 
family. For all, or any of thtnc pmjecti, he 
was willing to receive a comprotnisc, having, in 
fact, tjo princrpic, iior any patriotism, but he 
was obliged toaffeci both, a&UicmtaiiB of raisiivg 
ai>d atlaching lo hiitiijetf a faction. H« gained 
many adlrerents by an appearance of cnntloarstfd 
mildness ; but in his real character he was false, 
gloomy, vindictive, and unrelenting. This wsi 
displayed in hi! virulent persecution of ministers 
who refuged to pay, journalisW '^ho refined to 
praise, and deputies who refiised to join him ! 
According w Bertrand's Mtmoirs, it cannot 
be tloiibied that this Haurtch republican and 
disinterested palfiot ufitred, iti 1 792, to sell 
tiinisdfio the King, and to desert his accom- 
plices, for the modest sum of tweivt millioUB of 
livTCK [500,000/.; and a passport to quit Franct. 
From this impartial character of ihc chief, the 
charactcrisucs of the other tntmbem of th« Bris- 
sot faction may, without difficulty ot miitskC, 
be concluded. 

By this ptirty Roland (or more properly Ma- 
dame Roland), was forced upon iht King as a 
minister of lh« home dcpartRrent, and Bmsot 
and JDamouricc antiMmml his irppoimtntnt to 
s 6 him 
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him on the 23d of March I79l. -He was then 
one of the pillars of the Jacobin Club, and em- 
ployed in its Committee of Correspoadence ; the 
ktten of which Madame Boland ackfiowlddges 
that she always read, and often, answered. She 
considered that the society of the Jacobins might 
exert its influence in disseminating good prin* 
ciplcs : ^' Pe^suaded,^'^ says she, '* that a revo- 
t lution is no better than a terrible zxid,destructive 
stomi, if the improvement of the public mind 
does not keep pace with the progressum of the 
events ; and sensible of the good that might be 
done by taking hold of men's imagination, and 
^yipg them an impulse towards virlne ; lem- 
, ployed myself with pleasure in. this correspond- 
ency." 

. Eoland, when left to himself, was an inoffen- 
sive old ppAu. Endowed with little talent, and 
not much malice; choleric, not rancorous; he 
was plain ip bis manners and habits, brief in his 
speech, fpnd of reproving vice, ajud fancied him- 
self a model of virtue, because bis wife had told 
him so. His early purs«jiit8 had .rendered him 
diligent, and having ^sujperintendfd amne public 
accounts at Lyons, he was by her flattered with 
a belief thai his abiRlies were equal to .the con- 
ducting 
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dueling of a state, ani] hisWr/uef sufficient to 
.reform a whole people.,: 

From the first day he appeared, at court, it w|p 
xvident that his wife had UitOred.him to insult 
.his Sovereign aa much by his dress as by his lan- 
guage. He presented himself accuulrcd in a 
threadbare old black coal, with his hair hgng- 
iiig about his ears unpowdered, his shirt diriyS 
his breeches torn, aiid bis shoes mended, and 
tied with strings, Madame Boland had deluded 
him itito a hope, that he might be the regenera- 
tor in the fashions of the court] as well as in the 
morals of the people, and that the sans-cwlotte 
etiquette once established . at court, the sans- 
culotte sentiment) would inevitably follow, >nd 
regulate the determinations of the cabinet, , pis 
brutality and despotism over the King was how- 
ever so insupportable, that even the hberal ajj/i 
enduring Louis XVI. turned him out of his plaije 
.within three months. 

The audacious and impertinent, letter, w^itcl^ 
Roland shortly before Jiis removal from the ni^ 
nistry read to the King, she prides herself on 
having composed. She says on this subject: 
" Studious habits, and a taste for letters, made 
me participate in the labours of my husband, as 
long 
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I 

long Ho he reoNkliicid a pritftte individa&l : I wrote 
with him as I ate with him^ becatise «ne Wa^ al. 
Vk>8I as Mifttrai lo me as the other 5 whed tie be- 
came a minister) I did 9t$i htt^Jvre with his ad** 
minislration ; but if a ctrm&rr klier^ a sei nfin* 
Uructionsy or an mpotttni state paper were want*- 
ing, we talked the matter over with ot|r mmal 
freedom, and, impressed with hfs ideas^ and 
pregnant with my own, I look up the pen, which 
I had the most leisure lb t:tmductt- Otir jprinei«> 
pks and turn of mind being the same, we w^re 
agreed as to the ibrm,* and my htisband risked 
nothing in passing through my handii. I €onId 
advance nothing, warranted by justice and rea* 
son, which he was not capable of reiJtziiig, nr 
^supporting by his energy ^nd conduct. But nay 
language expressed more strongly what he had 
done or pronused to do. NRoIand without me 
would not have been a wtyrse minister ; his acti- 
vity, his knowledge, his probitff^ were all his own; 
but tuith me he atirdcied more attention^ because 
I tnftised into his wrttifigs that mixture of apirit 
and of softness, of authoritative reasoD and stf- 
dtictng sentiment, which ate perhaps oi^y to be 
found in a woman endowed with a dear head 
and a feeling heart* I composed witii delight 

such 
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sif*ti pifeces as! deemed likely to be niefiil; and 
I felt in so doing-, a greater plpasiire than had I 
been known to be the author, I am covetous of 
happiness, and wiih nre it consists in the gnod I 
do." While Roland and his wift were reading 
oyer this letter, another Jacobin, Pache, came in. 
'* 'T is a very bold step," observed he. " Very 
bold, without donbt," answered Madame Ro- 
land, " but jMji and nece^aryi what signifies 
any thing else ?" When Roland read this inso* . 
lent libel to the King, he prefaced it by saying 
that it should remain an eternal secret between 
them, bnt the next day he perfidiously transmit- 
ted copies of it both to the legislature and to edi- 
tors of newspapers. This is one of the many 
proofs of Roland's and his wife's honesty and Ao- 
?iourable principles. 

Notwithstanding the threats and plots of the 
Erissot faction, Roland never aftetwardn entered 
into the King's council. When the throne had 
been overturntd on the roth of August 1792, 
he resumed his place of a minister, but he isoon 
found the diflerence between serving a legitimate 
King and & sovereign people; the latter fully 
avenged his treachery against the farmer. His 
disgrace with them was followed by a proscrip- 
tion. 
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has left behind her, are repeated indications of a 
yioknt love for some object (not her husbaudj, 
which she is careful to conceal. 

The title which she gave to her memoirs, of 
an ^' Appeal to an Impartial Posterity," proves 
that her native vanity accompanied her, even in 
a gaol, and bow much she imagined herself in- 
teresting and oJF consequence to occupy the atten- 
tion of future ages. They will remain monu- 
ments of her talents as well as of her vices and 
misfortux^s ; of her genius, as well as of her cor- 
ruption, ambition, and deprainty« Who will 
not pity the woman .whom the faclipna sent to 
perish without cause ? .But who will aot also 
abhor that female intriguer, whose machinations 
undermined the throne, who calumniated loyalty 
i^d outraged religion, and who was one of the 
principal instruments in changing into ar^cide 
republic a monarchy of fourteen centuries ? 

All the facts, and most of the particulars^ al- 
ready related of Madame Roland^ are extracted 
from her own publications, or from those of her 
friends, as Louvet's Memoirs, and Champag* 
oeux's Preliminary Discourse, prefixed to her 
posthumous works. What now follows, is trans- 
lated from an anti-revolutionary production^ the 

author 
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husband, had Jus b«d.- bcougfat iuto l^r. roqin« 
while she kept UQder her pil|o\Y a^pistqli n0tilf> 
use for a vain defence, but fo sane herself (mm 
ihe oiilragc3 of assassins. In this situation she 
passed lliree weeks, during wliich ihu hotel was 
twice beset. 

*' Siicli," remarks Madame Kola nd, "'i»thc 
fate of virtue in revolutionary times. Enlight- 
ened men, who have pointed out its rights, are, 
by a nation weary of oppression, firsit called into 
authority. Bui it is not possible that they should 
maintaiti their places; the ambitious, eaget to 
lake advantage of circumetancea, mislead 'the 
people by flatiery, and, lo acquire consequenee 
and power, prejudice them against their real 
friends. Men of principle^ wlw despise adii^ 
Jaticin and contemn intrigjie, do not meet their 
opposers on cqu:d lerms ; their fall is therefore 
certain ; thesli!! soft voice of sober reason amidst 
the tuniiilt of paasinns is easily overpowered." 
These words would have been more proper in 
the mouth of a La Fayette atid his partisan^ 
than from the pen of an intriguing' Womftp), 
whoseassociates, the most low and JmnicirB], htd 
treated their. predecesBon, men of Uledts, ranfct 
and 
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after their cbild, whom she threatened to flog 
whenever she found her in Daubcrt's com- 
pany. 

'^ M« Ph'iiipon was a good-natured peaceable 
kind of man, chiefly occupied with his own 
business, caring little about what was going on 
in his house, provided nobody complained of his 
external intrigues, and that he had a good dish 
of coffee for breakfast, good soup for dinner, 
and sonic fresh eggs, with a salad or some other 
vegetables for supper. What money he earned 
was generally deposited with his wife, who had 
inspected or at \Qastpaid for her daughter's edu- 
i*:ition, Aladanic Philipon was frequently in a 
bad state of health, and very nervous. Any 
thing disturbing her tranquillity, or agitating her 
mind, was very hurtful to her. The visit of 
Dauhert's wife caused her besides so much the 
more vexation^ as she was very apt to pride her- 
self on licr daA}ghter*s modesty and accomplish* 
mcnts, whom she also considered as a model 
both of prudence and of virtue 

t* In thia favourable opinion she was still con- 
firmed by Madomoiaclle Philipon^ whose hypo- 
crisy and duplicity had outstripped her years. She 
persuaded her parents, that Daubert's wife was a 
- .. violent 
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violent tempered and extrcmcl)! jealous woman, 
suspicious of her own shadow [ and thai, so 
f^ from having beeii in [trivate parties, or. in 
bad houses, wiih Daubert, she bad never iu her 
life apukcn hx bim but ia the preseae^ of her 
. [^arcut^. She e^ipressed herself in sush an un- 
cuuccrncd and artful manner, that sbc, wiihu^it 
much difHcnUy, impnscd. ii{)on those whasowisli 
aad'inleresi it was to bfliev* her. 

" In four mouths aftfifwariU,, MademoiaeJJe 
Ehilipou made a journey, iuto the country, and, 
accDrdinj£ to ibc aisvrtiun of lur parenls, ro 
iudcd some lime ia a convent. But ihJs, as well as' 
several subsequent trips to convents, were tepoflv 
cd ill Uie scandalous cbrouick't aud .suspected by 
her -acq uain lances aRd.ntigltbouTai<i{(thei^dc&tii>«(J: 
to increase the populatiqn. of- 1>«f cqnolry, thau. 
to cpnsolc aud mcdilatu wiUi tiicivictinis of.cclin 
bacy. 

" Besides oiic child by Daubert, aim has b«ea 
accused of being the ntoib«r of two childicn bf 
the philosvphr dc BoicimorQ], aittl of o(ui-by 
another pAi/osup&cr, La- Blanch tic Iq* who afi»i>*: 
wairis. refused to roarry her. Th« liet. of- her 
gallants i^, inthcmcan time,, very luag,,MvdUall . 
viko-. wow lovers had becoiBt: fathsr^ pwr 
Philipon 
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^'ould have counted more grandchildren tlud 
customers. 

*' These and other faux pas occasioned her to 
accept, with pleasure/ Roland for a husband^ a 
man double her age, who found her philasophixing 
in a garret, paid and furnished by de Boismore], 
already tired of her, but who^ from compasaion^ 
gave her a small pittance to subsist on. She was 
indeed reduced to such distress, that she had 
not a decent gown to put on^ and whenever 
charity invited her to a meal, she borrowed a 
dress from Mademoiselle Chaupin^ her neigh- 
bour, who was in the keeping of ' the Duke 
drAumont, 

*< It was genenJIy belicvtrd^ that Madame Rol 
land's irregularities shortened the days of her 
mother; and that her extravagance ruined, or 
at least impaired, the fortune of her father. Her 
parents were very frequently heard to say, that 
though she was the only surviving child of seven, 
she had Caused them more troubles by her ex- 
cesses, than the six others could have done had 
they been ever so wild and unduUfiil. 

'^ She was from her youth expensive in her 
dress and indiscreet in her conduct, fond of 
balls, masquerades, and shows, as well as of 

reading. 



tdiSiii^: flits' I9tt<>^ MffdVifi ili^\t9'(Sf^i& 

iWiae'her ahkr yilT^^Ai^tiaSaiimiiimiS'^, 

die dufliors'cif 1fti> dk^j' Wlt^'^Vtresfea' liRSft 
as het doni^Afcs tt^ «i ¥{ir ^k)%n(l. ' \ 

^' Always anHiHiouJ'tb'slniit anZPioUnofi^ 
ht^ envy- was, KbVevtfr] gfeatif^'tb'iirblr skiBf:- 

fitery body v^ho Wkf tide fi&asmL'iHe 60?- 

^ifhcour, and sdV^itittf.' iWf dciki&nii/ tot' ^ 
cniel inveteracy- agalHkt iWi'lfoji'tffyyfflnjri vtfttffi 
jHc could ncvcf fbrgSvii tHiSf. ri^B^Vd^ilJWUiSjf 

vWHth, -and iiAcni^i ^as'jil^^cf^ <i^f '^ ei^^ 

km^iedgyr^ h<»Mr\i{[mfiff i^ti»ty w 

b'ody, thou^i'!th\i a^M>¥fcd^^kWi»;"ffi8t if^. 

dtrlj^ clghTcdn, nty W?fe^ aii'd" P ^rtjit^ wJA* fibV- 
pWfehifs td'tttc dp'tfii. Thii'iite <3tie^n''(^o wti* 
tfietf - oriiy ' tiki- BHi^mi^y irtiv^' ^m •'' Mi' 

VGA. lu. T ',v- M|ideniM»eUe 
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Mademoiselle Philipon sat by my side, and when 
others applauded, I observed that she hissed, 
being much agitated at the same time. Asking 
her tbereason of such uobecoming conduct, she 
ans^'ered, ' What has that young woman dune 
more than myself, to be so elevated and po- 
pular?' I remarked that every woman could 
not be a princess. 'True/ replied she; 'but 
I flatter myself I have more sense in my little 
finger than she possesses in her whole body ; .and 
if fortune had been just, I should not have been 
here, nor she there (pointing at the Princess's 
box); but she and her equals are only great, because 
we and other people of merit are foolish enough 
to remain in the mud.' I informed Her mother of 
this impertinent sally, who said, with tears in her 
eyes, ' What can I Jo ? I have qq ioiiger.tay 
power over her : notwithstanding my entreaties, 
she never ceases to abuse the rich and the great. 
Grod knows what willjinally lecome of her !* As 
she heard what her mother said, I asked her when, 
we, twenty-one years afterwards, were priswtrs 
together in tlie Conciergerie, if she reoiCT^berycd 
it. < Yes, I do,' answered she:. ' my mother 
was a good kind of woman^enoi^h, but ii^ithout 
any elevated ideas. I am^tK)w^ V?^f!^4 myteif. 
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exposed to perish; but hsve:I nqtJtVed 4o see 
fbat aame Princess and berjiulkindt'ttid iricst ^ 
of those who attended them at the opeisain' ijyapz 
perish before me ? and were they not shut up i^ ' 
prisoners in the Temple, while I resided, in the . 
hotel of a minister, my husband ? and baVe I not - 
contributed to bury them in the Tubbish from 
which I raised myself? I die content^ since 
France no longer contains either great oy rich '' 
folks, either unnatural rank to humble, or .un- 
natural riches to insult her ^rae inhabitants/- 

*^ Since the Revolution I have frequented the ' 
company of Madame Roland hut little, well 
knowing both the shame aqd dangar.lif her so- 
ciety. Chance, however, placed us in the same 
prison. I am decidedly of opinion, that she iftis 
a woman of no principles M all, and that iier 
love of liberty, her patriuiiam, her republicaniBmv': ' 
and even her courage, . were affected tfnd.artifiw « > 
cial. I spoke to her ten minutes hefdn lifie v 
mounted the cart which carried her to theMtf-*t^'. 
fold, and it did not require ntucb}penetratkki:Cb 
see that this artful woman had ! worked 'herself .^• 
into insensibility^ in order to furnish hm^ partisans •- 
with an opportunity to proclaim hcv firmness or 
stoicism * • ...» 

T 2 '* Such ' 
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** Such is iTi]^ opimMiof a wooiafrtrb^cixtiimt 
on the Msffdld before she w»fof(Vf yeavioifiagev 
aud'whom I hadknmvil upw^iitb <rf: rhiity: yenrs. 
I have Mid nothing of her oonnubiai infidelity 6r 
intrigues, because her gallantries sititc her<nar* 
riage hsd been proverbial at Lyons- as well as at 
Paris. Who has not heard of her nootumal, 
revels with a Sauiieu, a Gauvion,- a Lou vet, a^ 
Barbaroux, and fifty others? I otre thisr declak 
r«';tion to the same impartial posterity whotn she 
has so attfaliy attempted to mislcaid.'' I^ris,. 
(jerniinaljoth^^ycar 3 (April afT, 1795) • 

<^ (Signed) Louis FRANJpois MAURiBNNfi. 
Rue St. Dominique, No^ 119:1." 



a 



Madame Roland- herself, in the memoirs she 
wrote, does not. conceal her iacUncUion oradmi-^ 
ration of a BarbarouXy whom she found beau 
comme iAntinous', and a Lonvet^ who was oi^ 
7naHe ei complaisant; perhaps as his Gheualicr 
FauLlas. 

Of her intrigues with Barbaroux, the follow- 
ing anecdote is related in another- w^rk* : ** Such 
nights as^ she wislied to^ pass^ wsith this galltfoty 

♦ Sec the Castlr of the Thuillftief?, vol. i« p. 12 J. 

she 
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! site look r^rc^o gel ioT hitabund out of tbew*)^ 
hy alarming bim with preKiidcti plots lo asHoat- 
lutc liiiti ID tlu: dark, ^cd ^dvi^inc liim lo con- 
ceal himself. He therefore slept at ^onit 
friend's house, but asked the iravc BatWioux *o 
spy about Ins bou»c diimig liis ^baeaat, and 
a&crwii«ls -K-potttnhin) wiiat he cfancrwcd. How 
this -con^daiite oniployvd luEaiaie, ored uot be 
CKplaiiied/'' 

Another author ecnus to coQ&m tfati atiovc 
assertion, that, so far from hting calm and re- 
pignedj she was cxtremtly agiiaitd, and endea- 
voured by all means tn conceal liur agitation by 
making herself insciisibie. " Madame Roland," 
says Kotzcbue'*, " behaved very Jirmly on the 
day of her execution, but was on the eve of it 
vncommonly moved. Madame Talma, who was 
likewise confined with her, related lo me, that 
the unforiunate woman was playing all night oa 
the harpsichord, but in eg strange, 50 shocking) 
and io frightful a manner, that the soundB wilt 
never escape her memory." Did not this revo- 
lutionary heroine, in these dreadful moments, 
regret that happy obscurity in which Nature had 

* Sec Koiiebuc's Tnivcli 10 Pari*, vol, iti p. ij*. 

T 3 destined 
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destined her to live aod to die, hot from which 
hcroutngeous ambition and unprincipled vanity 
dragged her, to perish like a wretch, by the hands 
of a public executioner ? What a ksson, what a 
warning i 

Had Madame Roland been socka subject of a 
Buonaparte as the was of Loub XVI. she woold 
either have been transported to be devoured by 
tigers in the wilds of Cayenne, or died on the 
rack in the dungeons of the Temple. 
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^HEltOlGNE DE .vkRICOUST,^ 



> .«lllUAaOUH.«Attt.OT. 



'] ' Audi. Ma, '■w • 



TllE Prtnch courtesan* havf nol fgrnilhed 
inany rocnilli In the ^nti^ of firnialc patrhtii 
Whom atnbiliun, intrigue, libnrtinitm, nnd \xaJ 
tnoratity leiu to join the coloon of rcbellien. 
Thoic iinf(>rlunKtc wonten ihircd that tttfintioi^ 
civility, aTidpolittmeiit, with other persontofltitit 
•ex, which, before the Uovi)lulion, mid* all 
well-bred Frcnchmeit ito agrtvuble, and ao dia^ 
tiit^iiisbcd. But grille and inilclieatcexpre«>ia»s, 
rudi'ticjn, and bnilality, became im much iha 
charactvrintiu uf Fmiiett rcbeU and rupiiblicAnSi 
an i!iipidityii»d cruelty: while thoy pliindcred and 
nmrdcml pcrdanii of one acx, ibcy in»ultud aud 
ill-tn-mcd ibose «f the other. Revohitionary 
reproentativfi of the people, rcvotutionwy ge- 
T 4 ueralai 
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nerals^ . senators, counsellors, commissaries, and 
the whole crew of the revolutionary gentry, have 
been seen, and arc still seen, not only caning and 
kicking vyomen publicly in the Palais Royal, or 
garden of the Thuilleries, but even beating, snd 
often wounding them with iheir swords ; and 
the public pass by and scarcely notice theSe 
scandalous and degr&di;^ scenes. To such a 
height of regeneration and civilization have French 
reformers brought ^he ptj^^t gplitg ^^d polished 
nation upon earth ! 

Jim T^Wi^m }» ^b^ WP*W^rf:'their 
. ?PJWlfy!pe«7 affcc^d parxic«larly tbpse po<y.^ 
piliatlv Frenc^i^opipn^ wh9;,Jfrpai vjrtia?. ,Sif 
8^McM.PJb ^^ traxwformed uitp ^g^S4»p^ mfi: 
Tfeicy fQMn4 lhe«i8ej|veg )b(^. bfu^y i^e^ jg^ 
Mly p?i}d, an«} l»)¥ pf ih?m thej^efarfi gi^^^ffi^ 
of the new ." KigbU of Man,'- or jver^ hcyty i^ 
thiJ.cauw pf French libceirty w4 €QV?$ty. 

Theroigne 4e Meriwuct was bofn |^ ^ vUlag? 
ocar thif strong fort of ^u^embpurg, in f 7f a, f 
country at that tinxe belopgipg tp tfep hoqji^ of 
Austria. Her father wast a c^)lkctQr yf ik? cu&r 
touis, and a man of respe^.tajbiU^y, v(\x\\ § »jj- 
nieroub family, and l^heroigne y.'$Ls hi^ fisjt.^ 

child. Having Iqiat bis wif(^S ^h^ e^cs94i^. %f 

his 
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hii children was inirnited to A lifttri from whom 
Tberoigne iloped with % r^cruUing officer b«fo^e 
«he had completed her fifteenth yetrj ^nd th^ 
French Ucvolutioti found ber among the Mtnb^ 
of proititutci that ciowded ihi cdUriy the gtr- 
rcti, the itrcctii ind the gAoti of P«rii« , Bfiqg 
^ woniati of A bold and dariog chiract^^ thr 
cmiiiarica of the Orteani factioii ptokfli^ JKjr 
upi initructcd ber, and dUpatcbc4 b<V> m Jts^ * 
>789t tx) fcvolutiontie the troopa then t nca^d 
in the vicuiity of the capital. Qar wH and hfSf 
luccf HH in ibii miifion made her in((fT to vp^^Jfy^fJ 
the leading members of the revolMtionar^ pait||| 
and ^hc wni frc(]iiicntly invited to publif ^i^nnejf 
?\nd U) private Utf'^i'titih by $Hmhf%UyU\fi^eu 
Sillcryi Pcibn^ and Populuf • Tbf ^am«^f (h]^ 
laiit deputy ocea^iioncd many ]eai9| an4,^cured 
Thcn^igne the appcltaUoo of tbfi W^^^l ]^J(yf 
^Of\c an nmsc. " . ^^, ^j ^b^ 

During tbf kmurrcction 9^ ^^^ S^^if^A^^^ 
October ji789» i&^ wai Nf i> in the nff^yaj ^ 
ioldi^ra at VcrMilkfn whore ilie oontril 
ch to flcducc from its duty, and to cornigjt 
loyal priuciplcs of the icgiment of F^^,^enu 
to whoni tfhc introduced otbc^gifls.n^cl^Jper 
directions) she distributed aIi».mon^',jtia^ thpif 

T $ upon 
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upon whom the charms of her companions made 
no impression. Veitard, an ecclesiastic of Cler- 
mont, declared upon oath before the tribunal at 
the Chatelety that he saw Theroigne on the 
morning of the 5th of October^ dressed m a red 
great coait, with a basket on her arm, which was 
fill! of small parcels with money, which she gave 
and divided among the soldieis as she passed 
through their ranks. 

In 1790, the French revolutionary Propaganda 
employed her as an aid -de-camp to Bonnecareie, 
on a mission to the sovereign people of the 
bishopric of Liege, whom they incited to an 
insurrection against their prince. But when the 
Austrians had dispersed the Belgian insurgents^ 
they also restored tranquillity to the Liegeois, 
among whom Theroigne was discovered,: and 
arrest^ in January 1791. After being con- 
ducted to Vienna, under the escort of two of- 
ficers in the same carriage with her, she inras 
at first shut up in a ibrt; but upon the report of 
the commissary ordered to interrogate her, the 
Emperor desired to see her, spoke with her 
some time, and in the November following re- 
leased her, with an injunction never more to 
enter the Austrian territary. 

In 
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In January ^791, she exhibited b^»df agaici 
upon the tevolutionaty stage a| Paris. 'On the 
^6th.and 27 tb^ she was- seen in the galleries of 
•the Jacobins and of the National Assembly, and 
upon the terrace of the-Feuillants in the gardeh- 
of the Thuilleries, where she harangued the 
groups of people with audacity, exhorting thMi 
to a moderate conduct, and to itsf^t the pritf* 
ciples of the constitution. 

This conduct alarmed the Jacobins and tiie 
republicans. Petion, therefore, invited Tbe» 

ioigneto a pa^no/u? dinner, atwhichBrissot, Rgk 

. . . . ^ 

land, and Condorcet, were present, wiih their 
wives, and some other female patriots. Her 
head heated with wine, she acknowledge^, that 
she had promised the Emperor, and had bcm 
paid by some agents of the civil list, tb preack 
obedience to the constitution. She assayed thetQ, 
however, that as she found this -constitution tio 
longer the order of the day of the pairikitj tbe 
should soon show herselFmore zealous in aiding 
to overthrow it, than she had been ttx exhort its 
observance. 

From that time she was frequently' observed 
at the head of the dregs of her sex,' decorated 

J 6 -'Wkh 
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with a red cap, and a pike in her handi address- 
ing the a^scmblyj the clubsi and the populace. 

She commanded a niimber of women mixed 
with some Jeckr^t during the insurrections, 
both on the aoth of June and on the loth of 
August, 1792 3 and it was this female demon, 
wlio^ in the dress of an Amazon, ^hh pistols 
^n her girdle, and a swprd in her hand, \a the 
name of the people, reclaimed, in the ^lorping 
of this last day, Sulean aqd five other |oyfil per- 
sons, detained in a guapd-house, ^d. censed 
them all to be n)assacred. 

This Sulean, formerly an> advocate of the par- 
liament of Paris, was, with M. Peltier, one of. 
\liii first most active and ardent defenders of the 
ahar and the throne^ and in numerous pam- 
phlets and journals exposed with energy the daxv- 
gerous conspiracy of Frciich rebels and iunovc^ 
tors against civilized society and humanity^ 
against their countrymen, and against all sta.te^ 
institutions, and nations. The factious, offend- 
ed by his past zcaU and dreading his future ex- 
ertions, honoured him with their hatred s^id 
|u:o8cription. Hearing th;^^ he had )^ee\i arrested, 
Qoder presence of belonging ^o a fajse pa.lK>l& 
Jbia death was resolved on, and Theroigne exe- 
cuted 



botU her per^n aoil p^tri()ti»n) h^U) ri^isul^* , 
A few months previous to the iq|I^ 9( AM(EiylR» 
9^\tk^ h^d married ^ bcfiuUfp^ wqmM»A a d•^gh• 

tie Ittft prt^oa^tf When XU^igfVB.Wth ber 
tMiiidiUi M hm m tUfir pp>r«ryi .tv m^ki: }^ 

i^gqqy so mucb Utei xmn» pftifgifMl» fihQ tUw «4r 
drc^Kd U|ni I <' i$vl«Mi;|.y9» I^Hf loQg beeoi «p 

f)tic«ny, anfl Jh^ ^n^my of qwT JM>rio^« W* 
«yUl ^^iv talL« 9W WHcni?% yo\» fl^-^ljj* 

w\ tvgiii i^fi tft^Df ^v ^ Ri«c<\M! yw ifio mn4 

fiicndni .wQuId y^ i^t, praf^ir 4^.«|^fi\ktJ|p 

wife, whoni ^mrCJWlqtMi.m * »»*lt Vift W*» 
a widowi and in an hour perhaps coniolt for faSer 
widowhood?'' Shi hid HO t!iM to pifeedbc^ as 
Sulcan rushed upon her, teiseii her iwoM^ 'with 
which he cut down three of hit aaiasiiiii, before^ 
overpowered by numbers, he ftli under their 
blows. His bead was instantly cut off, and caN 
ried about the sta*cts of ParU upon a pikot It 

remained 
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remained exposed twelve hours before Sulean^s 
house^ but fortunately his widow had taken re- 
fuge at a friend's, and thus escaped this barba* 
rous spectacle *. 

It seemed as if Providence had instantly pu- 
nished this revolutionary heroine for her atroci- 
ties. On the same day she was seized with a 
fever^ during which she raved of nothing but 
bloody heads^ and of devils demanding her as 
their prey. ^* Do you not see^'' she would ex- 
claim, '' hell open under my feet^ ready to 
swallow me up ^— ^Do yon not see Suksn with 
his head on, though bleeding, calling out to me 
-— Theroigne, you are my assassin; the furies 
of hell are waiting for you to torttcilt you to all 
eternity y* In her rage and terror she entirdy 
tore her left breast from her body ; and the died 
dashing her head against the bed-pdst, and be- 
spattered the bed with her brains f ! 

* Les Annalcs du Tenttrisrae, p. X94. 
f Ibidv in the note. 
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M.W-^^ LA ROCHEFOUCAULT, 

THE V£HDEAN HEBOINE. 



MADEMOISELLE La Rochefoucauit 
was but eighteen, when the impious and anti- 
social conspirators in France, after overturning 
the altars, buried the throne in their rubbish. 
In Brittany, the place of her naiivity, and 
where she had passed her youth (a province re- 
mote from the corrupted Paris), the apostl^E of 
innovation had no more success than the preach- 
ers of infidelity. 

The Bretons equally abhorred the rebds and 
-the Atheists; they defended their temples, like 
sincere Christians, convinced that ihey were the 
best ramparts of monarchy, and that their zeal 
would convince the present and future genera- 
tions of their loyalty as well as their piety. 

When the new3 of the barbarous murder of 
Louis XVL arrived there, one sentiment ' per- 
vaded 
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vadcd the whole countrvi that of a general in- 
dignation for the stain cast on the national cha- 
racter, and a detestation of the regicides who 
bad so audaciously plunged thbir sacrilegious 
hands in the blood pf the lord's anointed. 

Shortly after this shocking catastrophe, .com* 
missaries from the National Convention arrived 
in the western departments. They i^-cre in- 
structed to shut up, to confiscate, and to sell^ the 
fbuccb«9 ftnd tbe cburch IwdPf md tQ force 

upea the people ihose langDipary dicmesj wbvcb 
«tueb«4 au eqvial d^^ree pf g«iUt md pimisb-^ 

lomt H> aq umdi9<;r^| w^rd ^ a cfimfn^ »ctioii> 
Ihf civii^^9 tuapectfU of incivUm or ibid AMassin 
f)9P¥ic|^<;»(ipurdef. Teiaxs^s! to arms! tj^re* 
fore^ w^re itte paU ftnd the «ry ev^fy wbM%; kt 

uA iight 4P(lt p«ri$h like biitve men-'-^f^iuiiiig 

our violated rights, our outraged ^ntioitots^ i:^-» 
U>#r th9ti^ tgmely s^boiU tike ^ow«rds» and cx- 
pQie ovirs^Wf s tQ be b^ich^red, aft^r hwg en- 
flaved, dishonoured^ md Qppt«39«<Lt 

Among kh» firsi Vetud^D ehif^fs who fear^ 
the ettyiidard of roj alty^ w^s X^^ R^befciQci^altde 
Beaulieti, 4 near relation of the Hefoioe of Ihi^ 
akQtcb } h« was a aiombet of the cquDciI dixtct- 
ivg thue cfonojooa of itei royoii^l^ u ^Q «9l it 

military 



military c(^mnv^ii«li!r,l^,figg;tbjjni^ .y»,b,«^tje^ 

tion which jthe jibe.r;i}4p4 jp.«i^ver.i£i^fi.^9l(jf 
engaged i.n a jjoo^ 9as8c,^t|igu^l^' j|ej[r.s^^^^ 

are iinal|y,9o.t\?rovvac^Avit^,^.9S)?|^^ j:%iv>!*'y 
h^d he cplicctcd ^ii,ye^^.tj| JWl4<lvigi^^jf»lj>|^ 
*nd arnvcd thpm wjtj ^je!|, .. ]pjjc,W§;f^jtf j ,4^. 
8cytl)cs, xyben h}8,?n>ij!bJ|B r^.(k$iqji,|j(p^ 
fore hiw '}» .^ ^i^'^n.Jif(fU^ ,v4<^,4 ^A^ 
her s\^, ^nd .^.ijiP^istolj i? ,hv^r4l?ij *Jif i|fl(?irt 

said ?hp, "m.y pnnpip1e^.^lS Jf.«J»W«),^fi ^»JHbW 
}«(ell asmy sejj )f.W «hjil\R9(^n,J)(!^c^5|jffi^^ 

|.h« lavef d9f^ pcjit ,ni^e ;ne.,\V»Ji|(f>^,.tH,5fiig|| 

f rinciple;!. 1> pjfjf^ * F^ (^jf qo^.jfl4.j^ 
our J^jN-q,' p;ppl?itV?.fMt,#.A''ft«tfJ»^fiil.% 

i»Kssr() iicre^ffir^ ?'>?#.i;l>fJ: ^MUz %»» 

mofiveft 
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motives to which we must submit with rcsigtia- 
tion, refuse us here a reward to our meritorious 
undertakings. The infideh and republicans, un- 
fortunate wretches ! cannot say the same." 

Such a demand could not be refused^ and tlie 
military achievements of Mademoiselle La 
Rochefoucav.It were surpassed only by her social 
virtues. She never missed an opportunity to be 
foremost in battle, and the last to retreat: as 
terrible during the contest, as generous and hu- 
mane when it was over. She made no differepce 
between foes and friends, or rather, every suf- 
ferer was her friend ; thus all equally shared her 
tender care and kind attention. ' Fr^^ueiilly af« 
ter repeated daily engagements for weeks toge* 
ther, scarcely allowing her any time for rest^ 
she employed those moments her companions 
gave to repose, visiting and consoling those 
maimed in war, and perishing from disease. Not- 
withstanding the. entreaties df her relative, she 
continued this train of life, which, had she not 
possessed a strong constitution, might have 
ruined a health so precious to all who knew her. 
No wonder, therefore, if she was the idol as 
well as the consoler of the royalist troops, and 

that 
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that they fought under licr uUh an enthusiasm 
which astonished, in foiling and crushing the en- 
thusiastic republicans themsclvts. 

Tim noble self-denial and liberal perform- 
ances of Madame La Rochefoiieault, towards 
routed and wounded repuhhcans, were the more 
praiseworthy, when it is considered that those 
republicans xvere the most unrelenting foes; that 
they spared neither age nor sex; that they never 
gave quarter, and often annihilated with the 
same blow, three nr four generations, defenceless 
'and disarmed. ,,. , , 

The loyal and able General .Dat^an* ,wbgf 
from most particular and untoward circunVf 
stances, seems to have been forced to serve wil^ 
repubHcans he abhorred, against royalists he^ 
tied and esteemed, has, in his interesiing wnrkj 
" The Banditti Unmasked," published the fol- 
lowing account of only sovw of the savage trans- 
actions in La Vendee during these calamitous 
times. 

« The Military Commission sent the munici- 
pal officers of Laval, without apprising me of 
their intention, to thePont de Cc, whither they 
conducted at the same iime^?yca^f-?oa(is of niow, 
priests, suspected yzrsoas, federalists, and men 

pToptrli/, 
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pn^perlj/y ^hc were all guilknined, drowiKd, t/r 
shot, llic forty municipal oflliccra >*x?rc in- 
cluded in this infernal c.xpcditii>n, bj* the order 
cyf oneMiHiere^ M-ho had been a member of the 
Parisian conmiune during the massacres of Sep- 
lember, and wlio was now a member of ihe Mi- 
Ikarv Commission. 

^ During the siege of Angers, MiHiere and 
his accomplices caused three or four ihtmumd 
Frenchmen to be pitt lo death at the Pont/le Ce, 
and among the number was my landlord. Tlie 
witnesses of these horrors were Hortodc, clerk 
lo the Committee of War ; Gristopbe, a captain 
ia the eighth regiment of hussars ; and La Croix, 
adjutant-genera], now attached to the Parisian 
stalF, who was the man that conveyed to Laval 
the municipal officers that were drowned by the 
order of MiHiere*.** 

The revolutionary tiger*monk!es every where 
united mockery and profonation with cruelty. 
** Lepelleiier-Brulus-Beaiirepaire Magnier fthe 
pompous names assumed by the president 
of a revolutionary tribunal at ftennes), break- 
fasting/* writes the same authorf; ** on Good 

^ Se^ The Bandati Uninii^l%d, \i^ gf.ccr»3lpwJipWy p. «(• >(. 

f Ibid. jp. jri, i7i. 

Friday^ 
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Wnm- iwid' f>1ettd8\ W(f rtivirt pW to ddrth^ WU 
(ftiy, nt the* ^rtitte Itmit iUt'ihtmiltn^m^^^ 
tfmisrJctvi^ died, tfttrty6(irt]^^fc>«t<e* whctNVtti 
iMiely arresfcd;' An' cfdrt- M« imWedlhteiy 
signt^d fbr bflttginghcf befcw hitw. the g^W • 
nmdcM mistakv, and attit \i\tti a girt of IhetoWH/ 
\\h\m llio jmtgei jn-atfCdtd t6f (JiWftlbif oYi ' heV* 
fitTiMirUnn, ortth<5 relict, the agrtvisii; Mttditta* ' 
(•fia)iK'N ehiit wcfe'foimd xtpofl heif wheW '*&'«'* 
\\^a*r affejiicd, and on hi^r pitdUcctidtf flJt'i'cfVA'c-^ 
if^y priests. The girt did not**w«fleWt«n* «^hlt< 
ihfv meant, and began to latigh) lip'oto which*' 
the clerk was orderedtoMwritd d6vftli*«;Th^ jih^r. 
dkl not deign to aniwefj iM tbM •be' ti>iM((# 
tho tribunal with eontettpt'.* th*y>Wbrt*abttl|l* 
xh pronoance aentcncfc of death up<m'hetj 'When 
the (jirt oNcUiimcd, vrith' all htfWigbt; thW >W/' . ^ 
wrt* no devotep, biit tKKt'4i«t*"h*id bWri'tiWt-ih'J 
prison ftSr her dtbtftTchferttau' »HitW*'«ti» Mil« 
hfovvs, and thought it*' v^aV a •uhftffttgii lllb*^ 
jndgcH, ppfoeivirtg thfeifWlftfaRiS; fAlr hW*tfatfl*^i* 
prison, aiul onleredthe*tntedfeV<Jtifcf't6 b**ta#HWf*' 
before them, whom th*^y'dcV61ed tb'the l*U(to!6/'^^ 
agreeably lo a deteroiirtatloh Which thdj hatt*' ' 

fonnec) 
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formed while they were eating their breakfast 
This fad is known to (lie whole town of .fifiuutf. 
The battalion of young children^ in the aame 
place, was employed to shooi the Cbouans and 
Vendcans, Dubois Crance started the idea^ in 
order, as he said, to accustom youths to repuh'^ 
licanjirmness. No man dare deny this. / was 
at Bennes at the time, and the deputy Alquier, 
no doubt, recollects my observation upon the 
subject. I take a pleasure in declaring^ thay I 
found him to possess some sensibility. He re- 
p.eatcdly said to me, with tears in his eyes, in 
his own apartment, * You say too much^ my 
dear Danican; you will bring yourself to the 
guillotine.' The deputy Alquier was terribly 
afraid on his own account. 

** Depopulation was at that time (in 1793J 
the order of the day ; and Carnot displayed his 
judgment in the choice of General Vachat. . The 
only qualification requisite to form a good sans- 
culotte general, was to know how to massacre* 
Thus, the Irave and celebrated Rossignol, suc- 
cessor to General Biron, after having promised, 
at the bar of the Convention, to purge La Ven- 
dee in a fortnight, completely succeeded in ex- 
terminating* 
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tcrniinaling, in less tlian three months — one hun- 
drt'd thousand men of botli partit;s*." 

" Of Itccnty thousand persons who were shot in 
the Jepariiiiftit of Main and Loire, it is proved, 
by five Senlcnccif, now before me, that five liun- 
tlrcd and ninety were not oiillawed ^/lors la toij; 
seventy-nine were executed un the 3d Nivosc, 
scvenly-fjve on the 4th, two Inindred and thirly- 
thrce on the 6th, one hundred and five on 
the 23d, and ninety-nine on the 36th Germinal. 
% lerij great number of chiUrcn were included 
in tlicse five sentences. 

" Franenstel, in his letter on the establishment 
of the military commission, says, * That so long 
as there exist great eriniinala or federalists in 
tho^c conntries, the ordinary tribunals ought not 
to act.' — Vial, addressing himself to the popular 
club at Angers, oliscries, ' Von all know, ci- 
tizens, that more than tu'o thousand uomen and 
children have been assasshialed in this infamous 
manner.' Vaclieron and Marin, members of 
that detestable commission, drew up the lists. 
Two women observed to Obrumier, that they 
tiwl only been arrested as stispceled persons, but 

* The Bandiiti Unmasked, p. ?o. 

notwithstanding 
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notwithstanding thU he ordered them to bc shotj 
w ith seventy other females. Whcii any of these 
inihappy beings were observed to breathe after 
they had been shot, the humane Goupil pUingcd 
his sal)re into their bodies. The citizens of An- 
gers deposed, " That they saw all these victim? 
pass by their doors, accompanied by music play- 
infr putt infic tunes, ; thai thcy observed girls of 
fifteen and sixteen, doubly interesting by their 
hcauiv and tlieir youlh, embracing the knees of 
their « xi'initioiicrs, and entreating them to spare 
thi^ir hvcs ; ai.d that every body, e\cn the troops, 
-hril ;. .u*s, cxccjU the monsters of the military 
onnunis^^ioii, who liad tlie barbarity to insult the 
.>.'ri<ii)ilitv of the people*,'* 

** ^'i-, < (JiKpuiing pc()))lc ! twenty tou?is and 
t'igbircn hur.drrd vUlajfcs or htnnlctSy have Ivvn 
lurncd by you I And your glory and your lauuls 
have o." I you, in 1794, three millions of in en » 
Tii^'se afilu'ling truths cannot be repeated too 
.)ficn, thciv are so many persons who do not be-, 
licvc them. 

'^ For instance, what j^coplc in Europe do 
not \'Av ioT a fable, the establishment of a tan- 

' Sir the H.ituliiii Unthai-kcil, ji. 78. 

yard 



MAD. LA ROfciHBfOUCAULii;. 4)t. 

irtrd at Meudoiii fof Hsmimg kmmk Mm P tt 
cannoti howeveri belbi^tten^ that a' man taoM 
\o the bar of the Con¥eatiM to announce tl^a 

' discovery of a new and aUnple mean for |Nro« 
curing leather in abundance j that the Qommitteo 
of Public Safety assigned him a convenient place 
for the execution of Ihs plan* at the castle of 
Meudon^ the g«tes of which wcfo conitantly\ 
shut ; an ill lastly, that Barrerci Vadiei^ Fouc1i<it 

* were the first who wore tiMi mtA of HmMm • 
skin. Robespierre did nc(t flay his .people figura*> 
lively ; and 4is Paris supplied the armies with • 
shoes, it is possible that more than one defehdei^' 
of their Country may have worn sboet«madepf ' 
tlic skin of his firiends and relati^UM. -This-witt- 
appcar pleasant and inciedible to <ieTtiin- mia«' 
crcantSi and particularly to the Propagandiata** 
ISaiional Convention I a tan-yard was estabHah* 
cd at Meudon for tanning human akina* fao4 
France was indebted to your eiietenoe for a coa»i 
cepiion so monstrous * 1 

^'Turreau (Buonaparte's present ambaaaad'on. 
in America, and grand officer of hie Legion of ' 
UonourJ , during fifteen months the accomplico 

^ Sec the Utodltti Unmti^edi p«ao9, sio« 
VOL. III. U of 
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of Bourbotte^ and the incendiary, of La Vendee^ 
which he termed the grand illuminatianf wan- 
tonly consunaed by fire one of the suburbs of Sau- 
nmr, when the encpfiy were twenty leagues firom 
the place ; and at Li^val gave me an order to put 
the sick to death in their (teds* The order was 
solicited by one Baleguiefi who delivered to me a 
copy of the deliberations^ which are now in my 
possession. This Turreau also made his cousin, 
Turreau dc Grauibouville et deLumicre, a gene« 
ral and burner in chief*. 

*^ A Madame de Civrac, an abbess, who was 
taken before Francastel and Prieur, had a faithful 
servant with her who refused to quit her; they 
were accordingly both guillotined at Angers. 
This lady was at least eighty years of age, Fran« 
castcl caused several persons to be drowned, even 
after the death of Robespierre. At Savenay, 
Prieur caused twelve hundred peasants of Lsl Ven- 
dee, who had laid down their arms, to be shot ; 
after he had put them all together in a church, he 
ordered a republican column to halt, and thecbief 
of brigade, Carbon, was intrusted with' the di- 
rection of the massacre. This Carbon must still 

* See the Banditti Unmi&ked, p. 230. 

be 
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be at Lanncau, where he informed me of the 
circumstance, at a time when he was under uiy 
command. At Noirmoutler,. fifteen hundred 
prisonen of war were shot. It was there that 
the brave and virtnooa Vendean chief d'Etbee 
perished, with several other officers of tnerit. 
■At Mans all the women that could be found were 
put to deatli. Al Laval, nine months after all 
these iriiissacrcs, I had the good fortune to save 
the life of a young girl at Maulevrier, who, at the 
massacre at Mans, had rcoeWed the last sighs of 
'her mother on the high road, afterwbich she had 
lived six months in the woods*. 

" In October 1793, in obedience to the de- 
■'creesof the National Convention, iheu-kole CoitTt' 
try of Im Vejidle was set f re to, and even the pa- 
tiiotic districts were not spared, tliich column 
was precttlcd by fire and sWord, by the aid ot 
whitft an universal dcstruclion waseffvcted, wilhi- 
out dir.tinclion of age or sex. An immense po- 
pulation fled before the republitans, in order to 
escape the fury of the flames, and joined the 
catholic army, which was forced to pass the 
Loire at St. Florent. Let those who arc en- 

" Ses the Banditti UnmasbcJ. 11. 131. 
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dued with sendsibility, represent to their iaiagina* 
lions, more than an hundred thousand French^ 
meUy women^ and children, casting their eyes in 
despair on a tract of country twenty leagues 
in circumference, where' their houses and cot- 
tages were in a state of conflagration, and hav- 
ing but a few moments to escape from certain 
death*." 

But it is time to close this black list of enor- 
mities, which might be extended ad infinitum^ 
and to proceed to that catastrophe which ended 
the short but brilliant career of Mademoiselle La 
Rochefoucanlt. 

Sometimes repulsed, often conquering, she al- 
ways fought undaunted, no more elevated in 
prosperity than depressed in adversity. At the 
terrible affair at ChoIIet, where the number and 
barbarities of ihe republicans occasioned some 
confusion in the ranks of the Christian and royal 
army, she three times rallied her troops, and 
headed them, to return to the charge ; a fourth 
time repulsed by enemies twenty times more 
numcroas than her friends, and encompassed by 
dismay and death, she still rallied them again. 

* Sec the Banditti Unma^ked^ p. ?4. 

Observing, 
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Observingi however, the desperate 8ttuat(on in 
v^hich she was involved, she ascended a small 
elevation, and thus addressed about aeven hun«^ 
dred of her brave followers :• 

'^ Companions of misfortune, and of senli^** 
ments ! although our position, is despefat^^ kt 
us not give ourselves up to despair.. The. borate » 
-only dies once, while the coward dies a thouitrfd 
times before he expires. Oar enemied ire lE&d««. * 
merous indeed — our dangers are imminent in* 
deed^ but with the assistanceof thai all-disposTivg ^ 
and all-governing Power; which knofM the^ijiitf* 
tice of our cause, thd cj^ress of defeat may^eaiily . 
be transformed into laurels - o^ viqtoryr >B\U ute 
must now do our duty, and instead OJF 4Uitung 
our backs, face and oppose ourirredbnc^gblb 
pursuers, with a firm determinatioti Id taiMjiliSll 
or to perish : .'..•; .^j 

Lc lachc fuit en vidn ; la mort tole k'lK hUtt |r ' ' '' *'\ ■ 
C'est en la defiaiu» qua le b«ifei*6«i«6. . - /- . .. .<j 

In a retreat our destruction it itletitiri>le} ll]r*id* 
vancing we at least stand the chtace^f vfctVtry* 
Yes, a vigorous assault 6n ^e lines df thlMii 

marching with so mueh confidence against- «4 
is our only preservation. 
<< If you retreat^ wbithtr wtll Vob fly? #lMri 

u 3 -^ do 
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do you expect to 6nd a place of refuge or of 
safety ? at your houses^ at your dwelKiigs ? the 
Bmoke y«M] see darken the firmament every where 
around you^ tells you that ihty are no more, 
that they are reduced to ashes. Do you hope to 
escape by crossing the river Loire ? your atro- 
cious republican foes have already made it the 
scaffold and the grave of thousands of our unfoi* 
tunate partisans. 

^< Fathers, do yon expect again to caress your 
offspring? husbands, do you once more hope 
to embrace your wives ? children^ do you think 
again to salute yonf parentB ? Know^ then^ my 
beloved and pitiable friends, that every thing 
dear^ afiectiotiate, or consoling to you^ has dis-' 
appeared, and is swallowed up in this same rivev, 
and that you are childless,, widowers^ and or- 
phans. The republican monsters have torn to 
pieces all your ties of consanguinity^ as well aa 
of society. They have made yoa domestic as 
well as social outlaws^ 

*^ No J no ! comrades and felk>w«^uflerers ! all 
bope, all retreat is cut off; certain death, inevK- 
tablc ruin, unavoidable wretchedness are behind 
us, while perhaps victory and glory are waiiii^ 
before us, Come^ come^ let us murchr! foUow 
% mi. 
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me^ Christians and Royalists !, RemetnJberj ns^ 
member that your God died on the cross, your , 
King on the scaffold, and that his assassins are 
those of our friends and relations ! Follow m€f - 
and befpre the end of the day we shall either 
sing Te Deum upon earth, or hymns with saints 
in heaven; we shall either be triumphant or 
blessed 1" 

Mademoiselle La Rochefoucault then led agua 
her brave and loyal companions towards the cne** 
my«— but she did not return 1 

The day before this decisive engagement^ she . 
wrote to a female friend at Paris with a sad pre« 
sentiment, and finished her letter with these 
lines : <^ God knows that I do not fear ^th : I 
was prepared for it from the day I determined to 
comba,t for the altar and for the thronie, and I 
have since daily braved It.- May it only be of 
some service to my King, to toy fellow*ittbject% 
in restoring the one to his supremaoy^ tad Ibie . 
others to their too long lost happiness and tran- 
quillity ! may it only in some mamierksscn the 
stain, and palliate the dii^ce thrown on my 
family name by the La Rochefoucaulta who have* 
conspired and betrayed \ may the Bouibona re* ' 
member that a^ the La RocheCaucaults were not 

traitors^ 
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traitors, but worthy their ancestors, and to have 
them tor sovereigns ! But I bear the trumpet 
sounding alarm, and I must bid my tender friend 
a long, I fear too long adieu : 

Que 6ur xna tcmbe solitaiie 

Ou pt'ur jamais je vais dormic 

On ecri\e en b«au caiactcrc : 

Elk savoic vivic — Elc sut mouxxr I •" 

* This sketch is translated in part from Les Annales Mili- 
taires, p. 89 Pud 90, and in part from Rccaeil d'Aneodotes, 
P* 37y 38, and the note, p. 39. 

Of the La Rochefoucau:ts who have disgraced themseTi'esy 
the Duke, an accomplice of La Fayette, was murdered by his 
new sovereign, the soverci^ people^ in tj^z ; but every Em- 
ptror of Faction has had some valets or slaves of that name ; 
even Buonaparte has a La Rochcfoucault for his diplomauc 
tmissary at Vienna. 

The Writer of this has materials for honounble sketches cf 
many oJier Vendean heroines ; but as they have relatives re- 
siding in France, and in the grasp of the fell Corsican tyrant, 
he h is Icon ('. esired not to publish them at present. They shall 
appear, shouM be be happy enotigh to live to write Boonaputt^c 
fontral sermon. 
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rary Friendships and Enmities ;' The Cl;iaract£rs,.o£ 
Writers not discoverable in ^hcir Writings:; (X some? 
private Advantages which induce Men of .Letters -tth 
become Authors ; Of "the Utility pf Audjiojiis to ludi*. 
viduals; Of the Political Influence a£ /wh^rs;'On 
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an Academy of Polite Literature, PensiooS| and Prizes. 
By I. D*IsRAELi. Small 8vo. 4s. 

12. ROMANCES. Consisting of Mejnoua and 
Leila, the Arabian Petrarch and 'Laura; Love and 
Humility, a Romance; the Lovers, or the Origin of 
the Fine Arts ; The Daughter, a modem Romance. 
Second Edition. By L D'Israeli. iimo. with a 
Plate. 4s. 

13. A NEW SYSTEM OF DOMESTIC COOK- 
ERY, formed upon Principles of Economyv and 
adapted to the Use of Private Families. To which 
are prefixed Miscellaneous Observations for the Use 
of the Mistress of a Family. By a Lady. In a small 
Volume, with a Frontispiece. 6s. 

14. A FAMILIAR INTRODUCTION TO 
TH E STUDY OF GEOGRAPHY, AND TO THE 
USE OF THE GLOBES. Intended for Schools and 
Young Persons. By John Bidlake, A. B. Chaplain 
to his Royal Highness the Duke of Claren^, and 
Master of the Grammar School, Plymouth. Third 
Edition, much improved. 12 mo. is. 6d'. 

15. SERMONS, and other MISCELLANEOUS 
PIECES. By the late HENRY HUNTER, D. D. 
Minister of the Scots Church, London Wall. To 
which are prefixed, A Biographical Skvtch of his Life, 
and a Critical Account of his Writings. With a Por- 
trait of the Author. In Two Volumes, 8vo. i8s. 

16. THE LIFE and WRITINGS of MICHAEL 
ANGELO BUONARROTI, comprising his Poetry 
and Letters; containing also a Critical Disquisition on 
his Merit as a Painter, a Sculptor, an Architect, and 
a Poet. By R. r ppa, Esq. The Work is orna- 
mented with >rtrait of Michael Angelo, by Barto- 
lozzi, Fac-s of his Hand-writing, Outlines of the . 
Ceiling of :ine Chapel, and his principal Com- 
positions i . Hire and Painting. 4to. 2I. fls. 

*^* A Dpies are printed on Imperiat Paper. 

Price 4I. : Js. 
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